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CHAPTER   VII. 

PROGRESS  OP  THE  WAR  IN  OTHER  QUARTERS  IN  1708. — CONFERENCE  OP 
THE  HAGUE. — SIEGE  OP  TOURNAY. — BATTLE  OP  MALPLAQUET. — 
FALL  OF  HONS. 

Although  the  campaign  in  Flanders  was  the  principal    chap. 
one  in  1708,  and  from  its  vast  importance  and  thrilling      ^"' 
interest  absorbed  the  greater  part  of  the  forces  of  the      ^709. 
contending  parties,  and  nearly  the  whole  interest  of  the  Progrwi  ©f 
struggle,  yet  it  was  by  no  means  the  only  theatre  of  theMcdi- 

.  •Ti  '111      temnoAii 

important  operations.  In  other  quarters  considerable  and  on  th« 
successes  had  been  gained,  which  contributed  to  enhance 
the  difficulties,  and  augment  the  dangers  of  the  French 
monarch.  In  the  Mediterranean,  Admiral  Drake  had 
conquered  Sardinia,  almost  without  striking  a  blowi 
Minorca,  with  its  noble  harbour  and  powerful  fortress 
of  Port  Mahon,  had  yielded  to  a  combined  naval  and 
military  force  under  the  able  direction  of  General 
Stanhope,  and,  with  Gibraltar,  promised  to  secure  to 
the  English  the  command  of  that  inland  sea.     On  the 
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CHAP.     Upper  Rhine,  the  Electors  of  Bavaria  and  Hanover,  at 

^^^'      the   head  of    their  respective   armies,   had   cautiously 

J709.     abstained  from  serious  hostilities,  and  spent  the  cam- 

iHistMiL  paign  in  mutual  observation,  without  achieving  anything 

272!  Hist,  worthy  of  being  recorded.     Everything  had  been  drawn 

iii.  j,'2.  *    to  the  campaign  in  Flanders  :   nothing   had  occurred 

elsewhere  to  counterbalance  its  advantages.^ 

The  war  in  Spain,  at  the  outset,  promised  more  im- 
Ramoiu  portaut  Operations,  but  they  had  not  terminated  in  any 
which  pre-  Considerable  results.  The  effects  of  the  disaster  of  Almanza 
Spain. '"  were  still  deeply  felt.  The  same  jealousies  between 
Lord  Galway  and  the  Spanish  generals  and  Govern- 
ment, prevented  any  considerable  operation  either  from 
being  undertaken  or  being  brought  to  a  successful  issue. 
Although  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  at  the  urgent  entreaty 
of  Marlborough,  at  length  sent  7300  men  to  reinforce 
the  army  in  Catalonia  ;  yet,  even  with  the  aid  of  this 
considerable  reinforcement,  it  was  weak  aud  disjointed, 
without  either  money,  magazines,  or  clothing — ^alike 
incompetent  to  commence  offensive  operations,  or  to 
defend  its  own  frontier  from  the  invasion  of  the  enemy. 
The  jealousy  shown  of  the  Portuguese  troops,  who  had 
been  despatched  to  succour  Catalonia,  after  the  disaster 
of  Almanza  exposed  it  to  the  danger  of  immediate  con- 
quest, was  such  that  a  British  squadron  was  despatched 
to  bring  them  round  to  their  own  country.  Even  after 
this  source  of  irritation  was  removed,  the  jealousy  of 
foreigners,  which  seems  so  inherent  in  the  Spaniards 
that  not  even  the  greatest  disasters  can  eradicate  it, 
produced  such  continued  disputes,  that  so  far  from 
gaining  the  Allies  lost  ground  in  every  part  of  the 
Peninsula.  Lord  Galway,  who  had  been  removed  to 
Portugal  after  his  ill  success  at  Almanza,  was  deprived 
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of  his  military  command,  and  retained  only  at  Lisbon     chap. 
in  his  character  of  ambassador  at  that  Court.     Dos      ^^^ 
Minas  was  discarded  as  a  general  of  too  enterprising  a      ^^09. 
character,  and  the  direction  of  the  army  conferred  on  ^  cjoxe.  iv. 

299-301 

the  Marquis  of  Fronteira,  who  was  res^arded  as  more  Hutd* 
likely  to  prove  subservient  to  the  narrow  views  and  i,  2.  ' " ' 
petty  jealousies  of  his  Court.^ 

At  length  Count  Staremberg  reached  Barcelona ; 
and  the  German  and  Dutch  reinforcements  having  Fail  of 
arrived,  an  army  of  22,000  men  was  formed,  which  in  oenia. 
the  end  of  June  ventured  to  take  the  field,  and  advanced 
to  endeavour  to  relieve  Tortosa,  which  was  besieged  by 
the  Bourbon  forces.  Although  this  fortress  had  always 
been  regarded  as  the  key  of  Catalonia,  on  the  side  of 
Valencia,  yet  its  fortifications  had  been  left  in  so  dila- 
pidated a  state  that  it  surrendered  after  a  feeble  defence 
of  a  month,  before  the  Allied  troops  could  advance  to  its 
relief;  and  although  the  garrison  were  to  be  conducted 
to  the  Allied  headquarters  in  the  camp  at  Constantino, 
yet  great  part  of  them  deserted  to  the  enemy  before  they 
reached  that  destination.  After  this  Staremberg  took 
post  at  Cervera — a  position  so  well  chosen  that  it  pre- 
vented a  design  which  the  French  commanders  had 
formed  of  uniting  their  forces  in  Roussillon  and  Aragon, 
and  shutting  up  the  Allies  within  the  walls  of  Barcelona. 
But  this  was  only  eflfected  by  such  a  concentration  of 
forces  as  compelled  him  to  abandon  Denia  to  its  fate, 
which  was  reduced  by  the  Chevalier  D'Asfeld  in  No-  •cox^ir. 

•  .  306  307. 

vember,  and  to  witness  with  impotent  grief  the  investment  Hwt.  aiil 
of  Alicante,  the  last  remnant  of  the  Austrian  conquests  549. 
in  Valencia.^ 

In  Italy  the  divisions  of  the  Allies  appeared  with 
equally  unfavourable  effects  on  the  military  operations. 
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CHAP.     The  convention  concluded  for  the  neutrality  of  Italy  did 
^'^'      not  extend  to  the  south  of  France  ;  but  the  quarrels  of 
1709.     Victor  Amadeus  and  the  Austrians  were  such  that  they 
Nngiftoiy     rendered  any  joint  operations  hopeless.     In  the  spring 
STKIS^**  of  1708,  the  former  positively  refused  to  allow  his  troops 
frontiw.      jq  march,  unless  the  Emperor  would  confer  on  him  the 
investiture  of  part  of  the  Montferrat,  which  had  been 
promised  him  by  the  treaty  of  1 703  ;  and  when,  by  the 
earnest  entreaties  of  Marlborough,  this  point  was  con- 
ceded, he  availed  himself  of  the  usual  delays  of  the 
German  princes  in  furnishing  their  contingents  to  post- 
pone sending  his  troops  into  the  field  till  the  middle 
of  July.      The  contingents,  however,  having  at  length 
arrived.  General  Daun,  who  commanded  the  combined 
forces,  crossed  the  Little  St  Bernard  and  Mont  Cenis ; 
and  having  by  a  skilful  feint  drawn  the  attention  of  his 
opponent.  Marshal  Villars,  to  the  side  of  Fort  Barreaux, 
he  suddenly  invested  the  forts  of  Exillcs  and  Perugia, 
which  only  held  out  a  few  days.     Following  up  this 
advantage,  he  besieged  the  important  fortress  of  Fenes- 
trelles,   commanding  the   great   pass   of  Mont   Cenis, 
which,  after  an  obstinate  defence,  was  reduced  in  the 
end  of  August.     The  fall  of  snow  in  the  higher  Alps, 
after  this,  caused  both  parties  to  return  to  their  canton- 
ments on  cither  side  of  the  Alps  ;  and  this  terminated 
the  campaign  in  Savoy,  with  no  advantage  to  the  Allies, 
M»rib.Hi.7.  except  that — which,  however,  was  by  no  means  inconsi- 
305-307.'     derablc — of  having  gained  the  command  of  the  passes 
leading  from  Piedmont  into  Dauphiny.^ 

Although  the  success  of  this  invasion  was  by  no  means 
considerable,  and  certainly  nothing  to  what  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  magnitude  of  the  forces  em- 
ployed, yet  it  led  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  form  the  most 
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extravagant  hopes  from  the  project  of  an  invasion  of    chap. 
France  on  the  side  both  of  Lyons  and  Franche-Comte ;      ^"' 
and  for  this  purpose  he  demanded  a  large  subsidy  in      ^709. 
money,  and  the  aid  of  fifty  thousand  men  under  Prince  Projects  of 
Eugene,  to  operate  on  the  Upper  Rhine.     Marlborough  ofiSSi 
was  well  aware,  from  past  experience,  of  the  little  re-  ^r  th«  next 
liance  to  be  placed  on  any  military  operations  in  which  **"p***^' 
the  Emperor  and  the  Italian  powers  were  to  be  placed 
in  co-operation.     He  was  therefore  far  from  sanguine  of 
the  success  of  their  design ;  but  as  it  was  material  to 
keep  the  court  of  Turin  in  good-humour,  he  gave  the 
proposal  the  most  respectful  attention,  and  sent  General 
Palmer  on  a  special  mission  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  to 
arrange  the  plan  of  the  proposed  iiTuption  into  the 
Lyonnois..    With  the  cabinet  of  Berlin  the  case  was 
just  the  reverse.     The  difficulties  there  were  greater 
than  ever,  and,  in  fact,  had  become  so   urgent    that 
nothing  but  the  presence  of  the  English  general,  or  an 
immediate  agent  from  him,  could  prevent  Prussia  from 
seceding  altogether  from  the  Alliance.     General  Grumb- 
kow  was  sent  there  accordingly  in  March,  and  found  the 
king  in  such  ill-humour  at  the  repeated  disappointments  ^ 
he  had  experienced  from  the  Emperor  and  the  Dutch,  Prussia  to 
that  he  declared  he  could  only  spare  three  battalions  for  rough, 
the  approaching  campaign.^*     By  great  exertions,  how-  1709. 
ever,  and  the  aid  of  Marlborough's  letters  and  influence,  we. 
the  King  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  continue  his 

*  '< '  Can  I  do  more  than  I  do  now  % '  Bald  the  king.  '  I  mako  treaties, 
but  the  Emperor  breaks  his  word  with  me,  as  well  as  Holland,  every  moment. 
Besides,  it  is  impossible,  without  great  inconvenience,  to  give  more  than  three 
hatUdwM  ;  and  he  is  a  wretch  who  would  advise  me  otherwise/  I  said  he 
was  a  wretch  who  should  advise  him  not  to  do  it  He  replied,  '  You  speak 
very  boldly,  and  may  perhaps  repent  it,  if  your  arguments  are  not  conclu- 
sive.'"—CreTieroi  Grumbkow  to  Marlborough,  March  9, 1709;  Cox£,  iv.  341. 
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cuAP.    present  troops  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  to  increase 

^"'      them  by  fourteen  squadrons  of  horse. 

1709.         But  it  was  not  on  the  Continent  only  that  open  ene- 

Hi»wid     ™^i®8  or  lukewarm  and  treacherous  friends  were  striving 

fi^the     to  arrest  the  course  of  Marlborough's  victories.      His 

E^i^d,     diflBculties  at  home,  both  with  his  own  party  and  his 

and^miMion  opponents,  wcrc  hourfy  increasing ;  and  it  was  already 

Hague.       foreseen  that  they  had  become  so  formidable,  that,  at  no 

very  remote  period,  they  would  cause  liis  fall.     Though 

he  was  publicly  thanked,  as  well  he  might,  by  both 

Houses  of  Parliament,  when  he  came  to  London  on  1st 

March  1709,  loaded  with  the  honours  of  Oudenarde  and 

Lille,  yet  he  received  no  mark  of  favour  from  the  Queen, 

and  was  treated  with  studied  coldness  at  Court.  ''^    Envy, 

the  inseparable  attendant  on  exalted  merit — ingratitude, 

the  usual  result  of  irrequitable  services,  had  completely 

altered  the  Queen's  sentiments  in  regard  to  him.     Mrs 

Masham  omitted  nothing  which  could  alienate  her  royal 

mistress  from  so  formidable  a  rival ;  and  it  was  hard  to 

say  whether  she  was  most  cordially  aided  in  her  eflforts 

by  the  open  Opposition,  or  the  half  Tory-Whigs  who 

formed  the  administration.     Both  Godolphin  and  the 

Duke  speedily  found  that  they  were  merely  tolerated  in 

377'  m'     ^®^® '  while,  in  order  to  weaken  their  influence  with 

^roagfc  to  the  people,  every  efibrt  was  made  to  depreciate  even  the 

Nov.  28,   '  glorious    victories   which   had   shed   such  imperishable 

It.  m.     '  lustre  over  the  British  arms.^     Deeply  mortified  by  this 

ingratitude,  Marlborough  gladly  embraced  an  ofifer  which 

*  In  communicating  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Chancellor 
said,  **  I  shall  not  be  thought  to  exceed  my  present  commission  if,  being 
thus  led  to  contemplate  the  mighty  things  which  your  Qrace  has  done  for 
us,  I  cannot  but  conclude  with  acknowledging,  with  all  gratitude,  the  pro- 
yidence  of  Qod  in  raising  you  up  to  be  an  instrument  of  so  much  good,  in  so 
critical  a  juncture,  when  it  was  so  much  wanted."— Coxs,  W,  375. 
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was  made  to  him  by  the  Government,  in  order  to  remove    chap. 
him  from  Court,  to  conduct  the  negotiation  now  pending      ^"' 
at  the  Hague  with  Louis  XIV.,  for  the  conclusion  of  a     ^7^- 
general  peace. 

So  painful  had  the  situation  of  Godolphin  become 
that  he  himself  said,  the  life  of  a  slave  in  the  galleys  was  iDcreumg 
a  paradise  compared  to  his.^  All  his  measures  were  of  GckIoi- 
thwarted  by  the  secret  influence  at  Court,  which  rendered  LmiBtV  * 
almost  nugatory  the  command  he  had  of  the  cabinet ; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  altered  state  of  the  public 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  Whig  cabinet,  and  the  poUcy 
of  continuing  the  war,  rendered  it  impossible  to  think  of 
a  dissolution.  Marlborough  had  his  full  share  of  these 
vexations ;  for,  in  addition  to  all  the  crosses  and  disap- 
pointments which  weighed  so  heavily  on  his  friend  at 
home,  he  was  oppressed  by  the  cares  and  anxieties  of 
the  war,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  keeping  together 
the  heterogeneous  materials,  and  stilling  the  ceaseless 
jealousies  of  the  coalition,  f  Nor  were  afiairs  at  home 
in  a  more  propitious  state.  Even  among  the  leaders  of 
his  own  party,  Halifax,  who  had  never  forgiven  the 
slight,  as  he  deemed  it,  cast  upon  him  by  the  refusal 
of  the  situation  of  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  had 

*  "  I  don't  use  to  trouble  you  with  complaintB  of  my  own  circumstances ; 
but  so  much  advantage  is  taken  of  your  absence,  and  I  suffer  so  much,  that 
I  must  give  myself  the  vent  of  saying,  the  life  of  a  slave  in  the  gaUeys  is 
paradise  in  comparison  of  mine :  but  at  first,  the  length  of  the  campaign 
would  not  let  you  come,  afterwards  the  States  would  not  let  you  come,  and 
now  Qod  Almighty  won't  let  you.  So  I  must  yield  to  &Ae" — Qodolpkin  to 
Marlborough,  January  10,  1709  ;  Coxe,  iv.  856. 

t  "  If  Lord  Simderland's  news  letter  be  true,  I  should  hope  the  King  of 
France  were  in  earnest ;  and  then  there  would  be  a  peace,  which,  upon  aU 
accounts,  I  long  for,  being  extremely  weary  of  the  life  I  am  obliged  to  live ; 
for  my  spirit  is  so  broke  that  I  am  fit  for  nothing  but  a  lazy  quiet  life,  which 
I  prefer  before  all  the  pleasures  of  this  U£e"-^Al<»rU>orough  to  Godolphin, 
Feb.  21, 1709;  Coxb,  iv.  357. 
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become  not  only  hostile  in  his  conduct,  but  contemptuous 
in  his  language  :  and  such  was  the  irritation  of  the  Whig 
chiefs  at  both  Marlborough  and  Godolphin  that  they 
almost  completely  alienated  the  Duchess  herself.  In  her 
letters  to  her  husband,  she  now  depicted  these  leaders 
in  as  sombre  colours  as  she  had  formerly  done  the  Tory. 
She  described  Somers  as  repulsive  and  disrespectful  ; 
Halifax  as  vain,  ambitious,  and  petulant ;  and  Sunder- 
land as  ambitious,  proud,  and  ungrateful.  She  did  not 
conceal  her  suspicions  that  they  were  in  secret,  with 
Harley  and  Mrs  Masham,  conspiring  to  overturn  him  and 
Godolphin,  and  erect  their  own  power  on  the  ruins  of 
the  former  leaders  of  the  state.  ^  ^ 

The  violence  of  the  feuds  which  distracted  the  cabinet 
TOAring   and  the  Court  was  much  increased  by  the  zeal  with 

tationi  ,  ,  , 

in^to  which  the  Prince  of  Denmark  and  his  great  adviser, 
MchiU'i  Admiral  Churchill,  expressed  their  antipathy  to  the 
Whigs  in  general,  and  to  Somers  in  particular.  The 
conduct  of  the  Admiral  was  indiscreet  in  the  highest 
degree,  for,  finding  himself  supported  by  the  Queen  and 
Prince,  he  exerted  all  his  influence,  in  spite  of  his 
brother's  earnest  remonstrances,  to  thwart  and  counter- 
act the  Whigs.  As  a  natural  consequence  of  this,  it  was 
determined  in  the  cabinet  to  remove  him  from  office,  as 

•  "  What  you  say  of  Lord  Halifax  I  have  bolieved  for  a  long  time.  If  he 
had  no  othor  fault  but  his  unreasonable  vanity,  that  alone  would  be  capable 
of  making  him  guilty  of  any  fault.  For  Qod's  sake  do  not  endeavour  to 
hinder  anybody  making  their  interest  with  Mrs  Masham,  but  agree  with  me 
in  contemning  anything  that  others  may  think  vexes  me ;  for  I  swear  to  you 
solemnly  that  your  love  and  quiet  I  prefer  to  all  the  greatness  of  this  world, 
and  had  rather  live  a  private  life  than  be  the  greatest  man  England  ever  had. 
I  do  not  wonder,  nor  shall  bo  much  troubled  by  anything  Mr  Harley  may  say 
of  mo,  for  I  shall  desire  nobody *s  friendship  but  that  my  actions  shall  speak 
for  roe,  which  shall  be  governed  by  the  understanding  which  Qod  has  given  mo 
M  to  what  is  best  for  the  interest  of  England.  I  think  the  principles  of  the 
Whigs  are  for  the  good  of  England,  and  that,  if  the  Tories  had  the  power, 


tduct. 
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a  preparatory  step  to  a  direct  attack  on  the  Prince  him-    chap. 
self.     In  this  painful  intrigue  the  Duchess,  as  usual,      ^"' 
took  a  prominent  part,  not  only  importuning  her  hus-      ^^^^• 
band  with  incessant  complaints,  but  addressing  a  letter 
to  the  Queen  full  of  bitter  invectiyes,  and  complaining 
that  all  the  brilliant  ser?ices  of  her  husband  could  not 
shield  his  brother  from  injury  and  insult  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government.      So  pressing,  however,  were  the 
demands  of  the  Whigs,  that  Godolphin  saw  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  acquiesce  in  them,  and  consent  to  the  Ad- 
miral's removal,  which  it  was  hoped  might  obviate  the 
irritation  which  had  taken  place.     But  his  removal  was 
far  from  appeasing  either  the  violence  of  the  one  party  313-315. ' 
or  the  intrigues  of  the  other.^ 

A  melancholy  event  which  took  place  at  this  period 
suspended  for  a  moment,  and  but  for  a  moment,  the  mu-  Death  of 
tual  estrangement  of  the  Queen  and  the  Duchess.     This  of  Den- 
was  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  which  took  berai 
place  on  the  28th  October.     He  had  long  been  in  a 
declining  state  of  health,  and  the  grief  of  the  Queen 
brought  the  Duchess  at  length  to  her  door,  notwithstand- 
ing the  irritation  which  had  grown  up  between  them.* 
She  waited  upon  the  Queen  by  her  own  desire  ;  but  her 
Majesty  received  her,  to  use  her  own  expression,  "  very 

they  would  not  only  destroy  England,  but  also  the  liberties  of  Europe.  The 
behaviour  of  Lord  Sunderland  looks  like  madness,  for  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  have  a  thought  of  being  tolerably  well  with  Mrs  Masham.  I  agree 
with  you  that  Lord  Halifax  has  no  other  principle  but  his  ambition." — 
Marlborough  to  the  Ihichess,  Nov.  28,  1708,  and  Feb.  7,  1709;  Coxb,  iv. 
363-864. 

•  "  Though  the  last  time  I  had  the  honour  to  wait  upon  your  Majesty  your 
usages  of  me  were  such  as  was  scarce  possible  for  me  to  imagine,  or  for  anybody 
to  believe,  yet  I  cannot  hear  of  so  groat  a  misfortune  and  affliction  to  you  as 
the  condition  the  Prince  is  in,  without  coming  to  pay  my  duty  in  inquiring 
after  your  health."* — Duchess  of  Marlborough  to  Queen,  Anne,  Oct.  26,  1708 ; 
CoxE,iv.  321,  322. 
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CHAP,     coolly,  and  like  a  stranger."     She  again  waited  on  the 

^"'      Queen  the  following  morning,  and  was  present  when  the 

1709.      Prince  expired.     With  affectionate  zeal  she  removed  her 

rojal  mistress  from  this  sad  spectacle  to  her  closet,  and, 

desiring  the  other  attendants  to  withdraw,  she  knelt 

down,  and  endeavoured  to  soothe  the  agonies  of  her 

grief,  continuing  in  that  posture  till  the  first  emotion 

had  subsided.     The  Queen  delivered  her  watch  to  the 

Duchess,  desiring  her  to  retire  till  the  hand  had  reached 

a  particular  point,  and  ordered  her  then  to  scud  Mrs 

Masham.     The  Duchess  withdrew,  deeply  hurt  at  this 

321-824.  '  mark  of  preference,  but  did  not  deliver  the  message  to 

Mrs.  Masham.^ 

While  these  untoward  events  were  undermining  the 
Depionbie  last   fouudation  of  Marlborough's  power  at  home,  the 

litQAtioii  of  .  .  , 

the  French  difficultics  of  the  King  of  France  were  still  greater.  In 
truth,  the  condition  of  France  was  such  that  it  might 
well  be  termed  desperate;  and  all  the  firmness  with 
which  its  ruler  was  gifted  seemed  inadequate  to  stem- 
ming the  torrent  of  disaster  with  which  the  monarchy 
was  overwhelmed.  A  contemporary  annalist  has  left 
the  following  picture  of  the  state  of  the  country  at 
this  disastrous  epoch  : — "  France  without  credit  saw  its 
resources  exhausted  ;  the  dreadful  winter  of  1708-9  had 
brought  its  sufferings  to  a  climax ;  without  hope  of  a 
harvest,  and  almost  without  magazines,  it  could  not 
import  but  at  a  ruinous  cost,  from  Africa  and  the  Levant, 
the  necessary  means  of  subsistence  ;  and  even  when  pur- 
chased, they  ran  the  risk  of  being  intercepted  by  the 
numerous  fleets  of  the  enemy.  But  for  the  infamous 
cupidity  of  the  forestallers,  it  would  have  found  sufficient 
resources  in  the  riches  of  the  preceding  harvests ;  but  in 
all  ages  the  cupidity  of  selfish  men  has  made  gain  of  the 
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lives  of  men.     The  Dutch  had  provisions  sufficient  for    chap. 
the  flourishing  armies  of  their  allies,  while  the  French      ^"' 
troops  were  dying  of  famine.     It  was  not  in  the  power     i709. 
of  Desmarets,  the  finance  minister,  to  re-establish  the 
finances,  nor  in  that  of  M.  Voisin  to  lay  out  plans  of 
the  campaign  more  fortunate  than  those  of  M.  Chamil- 
lard,  whom  he  had  succeeded.     Such  were  the  ravages 
which  famine  exercised  in  France,  that  for  several  months 
in  winter  they  ate  nothing  but  black  bread.     At  Ver- 
sailles many  families,  after  the  example  of  Madame  de 
Maintenon,  lived  on  oat-cakes.     In  these  desperate  cir- 
cumstances, the  monarch  humbled  himself  in  his  turn  by 
demanding  peace  of  the  haughty  republicans  whom  he  ^  Hut.  de 
had  humiliated,  and  almost  crushed  under  the  weight  of  n'^ii '"' 
his  power,  in  the  days  of  his  glory."  ^ 

The  pride  of  the  French  monarch  was  now  so  much 
reduced  that  he  sent  the  President  Rouille  to  Holland,  Gnat  wn- 
with  public  instructions  to  offer  terms  to  the  Allies,  and  offeii^by 
private  directions  to  do  everything  possible  to  sow  dis-     """ 
sension  among  them,  and,  if  possible,  to  detach  Holland 
from  the  Alliance.    His  proposals  were  to  give  up  Spain, 
the  Indies,  and  the  Milanese  to  King  Charles  ;  and  to 
cede  the  Italian  islands,  reserving  Naples  and  Sicily  for  March  5. 
his  grandson.     In  the  Netherlands  and  Germany,  he 
offered  to  restore  matters  to  the  state  in  which  they  were 
at  the  peace  of  Ryswick ;  and  though  he  was  very  reluc- 
tant to  give  up  Lille,  he  offered  to  cede  Menin  in  its 
place.    These  terms,  in  themselves  so  advantageous,  were 
enforced  by  Rouill^  with  all  that  eloquence  of  which  he 
was  so  entire  a  master,  and  all  the  finesse  and  diplo-  *  Hist,  de 
matic  skill  which  enabled  him  to  penetrate  into  the  i8,'i9!"** 
inmost  recesses  of  the  human  heart.^     But  of  what  avail  393,*^! 
is  finesse  with  those  who  speak  the  language  of  con- 
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CHAP,  querors,  and  in  the  pride  of  their  hearts  cast  away  the 

^"'  very  mask  of  dissimulation  ? 

1709.         These  terms  being  communicated  to   the   Court  of 

Counter  Londou,   thcj   returned    an    answer  insisting  on    the 

pro|»osai8  pegtQration  of  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house 

A  11* 

'*'■        of  Austria  ;  the  acknowledgment  of  the  title  of  Queen 
Anne  to  the  Crown  of  England,  and  the  Protestant 
succession  ;  the  removal  of  the  Pretender,  the  destruction 
of  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk,  and  that  an  adequate  barrier 
should  be  secured  to  the  Dutch.     In  their  ideas  upon 
this   barrier,   however,  they  went  much  beyond  what 
Marlborougli  was  disposed  to  sanction,  and  he  therefore 
maintained  a  prudent  reserve  on  the  subject.     As  the 
French  plenipotentiary  could  not  agree  to  these  terms, 
Marlborough  returned  to  England,  and  Lord  Townsend 
was  associated  with  him  as  plenipotentiary.     They  were 
instructed  to  insist  that  Fumes,  Ypres,   Menin,  Lille, 
Tournay,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  and  Maubeuge,  should 
be  given  up  to  form  a  barrier,  and  that  Newfoundland 
and  Hudson's  Bay  should  be  restored.     When  these 
terms  were  read  in  the  cabinet  of  Versailles,  the  scene, 
sajs  M.  de  Torcy,  "  was  so  melancholy  that  no  words 
can  describe  it,  even  if  it  were  permitted  to  reveal  state 
secrets."     Tears  were  shed  on  all  sides  by  all  present, 
from  the  princes  of  the  blood  downwards  ;  for  so  dis- 
» Coxe,  iT.  astrous  was  the  picture  which  the  ministers  both  of  war 

S81   38*2 

Hiiide*     and  of  the  finances  drew  of  the  state  of  the  country, 

Marlb.  iii.        iii-i  t  /.  .^i. 

21.23.        that  there  did  not  appear  a  chance  of  escaping  the  dis- 
grace with  which  France  was  threatened.^ 

Alarmed  at  the  exaction  of  such  rigorous  terms,  Louis 
ProgTwiof  sent  M.  do  Torcy,  who  made  large  concessions;  and 
twUons.      Marlborough,    who   was    seriously   desirous  of  bring- 
ing the  war  to  a  conclusion,  exerted  all  bis  influence 
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With  the  States  to  induce  them  to  accept  the  barrier    chap. 
oflfered.     He  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  get  them      ^'^' 
to  recede  from  the  rigorous  demands  in  regard  to  the     *'^^' 
fortified  towns.     He  so  far  succeeded  that,  on  the  very 
day  after  his  return  to  the  Hague,  he  wrote  both  to 
Lord  Godolphin  and  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  that 
he  had  prevailed  on  the  Dutch  commissioners  to  accede 
to  the  principal  articles,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  the 
negotiation  would  terminate  in  an  honourable  peace.^ 
These  flattering  prospects,  however,  were  soon  overcast. 
The  Dutch  renewed  their  demand  of  having  their  barrier 
strengthened  at  the  expense  of  Austria^  and  insisted 
that  the  Flemish  fortresses  of  Dendermonde  and  Ghent, 
forming   part   of  the   Imperial  dominions,   should  be 
included  in  it.      To  this  both  Eugene  and  Marlborough 
objected,  and  the  Dutch,  in  spite,  refused  to  stipulate  for  >  Mem.  de 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk.     So  violent  an  altercation  le^^it. 
took  place  on  the  subject,  between  the  Pensionary  Hein-  hIsI  de 
sius  and  Marlborough,  that  it  had  wellnigh  produced  a  24^25! '"' 
schism  in  the  Grand  Alliance.^ 

M.  de  Torcy  at  first  endeavoured  to  mitigate  the 
demands  of  the  Dutch  government ;  but  finding  them  m.  de ' 
altogether  immovable,  he   addressed  himself  privately  cwtivo^ 
to   Marlborough,   ofi'ering  him  enormous  bribes  if  he  to^Mwi^' 
could  procure  more  favourable  terms  for  France.     The  thTdfaw 
offers  were   2,000,000   livres  (£80,000)    if  he   could  "'^""^- 

*  "  M.  de  Torcy  has  offered  bo  much,  that  I  have  no  doubt  it  wiU  end  in 
a  good  peace." — Marlborough  to  Oodolpkin,  19th  May,  1707. 

"  Everything  goes  on  so  well  here  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  ending  in 
a  good  peace.  Government  have  in  readiness  the  sideboard  of  plate,  and  the 
chairs  of  state  and  canopy ;  and  I  beg  it  may  be  made  so  as  to  form  part  of 
a  bed  when  I  am  done  with  it  here,  tohich  I  hope  may  be  by  the  end  of  this 
summer,  so  that  I  may  enjoy  your  dear  society  in  quiet,  which  is  the  greatest 
satisfaction  I  am  capable  of  having." — Marlborough  to  the  Duchets,  1 9th  May, 
1709  ;  CoxE,  iv.  393. 
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CHAP,    secure  Naples  and  Sicily,  or  even  Naples  alone,  for  the 

^"'      grandson  of  the  King  of  France  ;  and  4,000,000  liyres 

1709.     (£160,000)  if,  in  addition  to  this,  he  could  save  Stras- 

burg,  Dunkirk,  and  Landau,  for  France.     Marlboroogh 

turned  away  from  the  disgraceful  proposal  with  coldness 

and     contempt ;    but  enforced   in    the    most   earnest 

manner,  on  the  French  king,  the  prudence,  and   even 

» Swift'i     necessity,  of  yielding  to  the  proffered  terms,  if  he  would 

the  Aiiiea,    savc  his  countr V  from  dismemberment  and  himself  from 

72      Coxe 

iv.* 395-4 15.  ruin.      His  efforts,  however,  to  bring  matters  to  an  ao- 
Marib.  iii.    commodation  with  France  proved  ineffectual ;    and  after 
Mlm  de.     some  weeks  spent  in  proposals  and  counter  proposals, 
loTfij!'     the  ultimatum  of  the  Allies  was  finally  delivered  to   the 
French  plenipotentiary  by  the  Pensionary  of  Holland.^ 
M.  de  Torcy,  the  able  negotiator  of  Louis  XIV.  at 
Remarkable  the  Haguc,  has  left  a  very  interesting  account  of  his 
tioJoNd.    private  conference  with  Marlborough,  in  a  letter  to  the 
w*ith**MLi-  king  on  this  important  occasion.  "  After  the  Duke,"  says 
'^"^  '      he,  "  had  made  me  many  compliments  and  apologies  for 
the  liberty  he  had  taken  in  fixing  an  hour,  and  not 
anticipating  my  visit,  I  went  to  him  after  dinner.     If  I 
should  recount  to  your  Majesty  all  the   protestations 
which  he  made  of  his  profound  respect  and  attachment, 
and  of  his  desire  one  day  to  merit  your  protection,  I 
should  fill  this  letter  with  things  less  essential  than  I 
actually  have  to   recount.     His  conversation  was  ani- 
mated in  the  extreme.     He  spoke  of  the  restoration  of 
Newfoundland,  and  evinced  an  earnest  desire  to  be  able 
to  serve  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  the  son  of  a  prince  for 
whom  he  would  so  willingly  sacrifice  his  blood  and  his 
life.      He   said   he   would  have  remained  in  Holland, 
instead  of  returning  to  England,  if  he  had  been  aware 
that   a   minister   of  your   Majesty   was   coming.      He 
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expressed  great  regret  at  not  having  been  previously    chap. 
informed  that  such  was  to  be  the  case,  as  he  might      ^"' 
easily  have  been,  if  the  Duke  of  Berwick   had  been      ^709. 
instructed  to  communicate  to  him  on  the  subject.     In 
addition  to  the  affectation  on  his  part  in  naming  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  he  evinced  great  tenderness  for  a 
nephew  worthy  of  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

"Politeness  characterised  everything  which  he  said. 
He  omitted  no  opportunity  of  speaking  of  his  respect,  Hit  sen- 
I  may  even  say  attachment,  to  your  Majesty's  person.  e:^!!Led 
It  was  in  France,  and  under  Turenne,  he  said,  that  he  Toreyoa 
had  learned  the  art  of  war  ;  he  would  never  forget  it.  *  ^***^ 
His  expressions  were  accompanied  by  protestations  of 
sincerity  to  which  deeds  have  not  corresponded,  of  oaths 
on  his  honour  and  his  conscience,  frequently  mentioning 
the  name  of  God,  to  whom  he  appealed  as  a  witness  of 
the  uprightness  of  his  intentions.  He  spoke  of  the 
marvels  of  Providence,  to  which  he  ascribed  the  whole 
events  of  the  war,  in  order  to  convince  me  that  France 
had  not  a  moment  to  lose  in  concluding  a  peace ;  that 
its  salvation  depended  on  the  immediate  termination  of 
the  war,  at  any  price,  and  on  any  condition.  He  fre- 
quently said  that  it  was  to  the  hand  of  the  Almighty 
that  was  to  be  ascribed  the  concord  of  the  eight  nations 
which  composed  the  Alliance,  all  of  which  thought  and 
acted  as  one  man  ;  and  that  is,  it  must  be  admitted,  a 
prodigy  without  example  in  the  history  of  leagues.  He 
spoke  very  contemptuously  of  Lord  Townsend,  saying 
he  was  merely  the  shadow  of  a  plenipotentiary  ;  and 
descanted  largely  on  the  extravagant  ideas  of  his 
countrymen,  saying  that  there  was  no  limit  to  their 
expectations  ;  that  they  thought  it  was  for  their  interest, 
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CHAP,     as  well  as  in  their  power,  to  ruin  France,  although  the 
^"'      few  wise  people  who  have  not  the  power  are  persuadedy 
^709.     liJce  himself,  that  the  time  had  now  arrived  when  it  was 
proper  to  conclude  an  advantageous  pea^eJ*      Marl- 
borough, continued  De  Torcj,  "  falsely  protested  that 
he  wished  for  peace,  and  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
bring  it  about.     He  constantly  alleged  that  France  was 
in  the  wrong,  in  not  agreeing  to  it ;  that  its  interest 
required  that  it  should  be   concluded,  and  that  they 
should  accede  without  delay  to  the  conditions  proposed. 
Pettekurn    answered    on    our    side,    that    the    king 
would  probably  break  off  the  negotiation,  rather  than 
Mfm.  18^  admit  them.       'So  much  the  worse  for  France,^  an- 
Hiit.de      swered    Marlborough;    'for   if  once  the    campaign  is 
27,28*.   '    commenced,   matters   >vill    go   farther    than    the   king 
imagines.' "  ^ 

By  the  ultimatum  of  the  Allies,  Charles  was  to  be 
Ultimatum  ackuowlcdgcd  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  the 
Hm,  which  whole  Spanish  monarchy  was  to  be  ceded  by  France, 
bj^^nuice.  All  tlic  couqucsts  of  Louis  in  the  Low  Countries  were 
to  be  given  up  ;  the  Duke  of  Anjou  was  to  surrender 
Spain  and  Sicily  in  two  months,  and  if  these  kingdoms 
were  not  then  delivered,  Louis  was  to  concur  with  the 
Allies  for  his  expulsion.  The  barrier  towns,  so  eagerly 
coveted  by  the  Dutch,  were  to  be  given  up  to  them. 
Namur,  Menin,  Charleroi,  Luxembourg,  Conde,  Toumay, 
Maubcuge,  Nieuport,  Fismes,  and  Ypres,  were  to  be  put 
into  the  possession  of  the  Allies.  De  Torcy  objected 
to  the  articles  regarding  the  cession  of  the  whole  Spanish 
monarchy  in  two  months ;  though  he  declared  his  will- 
ingness to  go  to  Paris  in  order  to  persuade  the  French 
monarch  to  comply  with  them,  and  actually  set  off  for 
that  pur|>08c.     On  the  way  to  the  French  capital,  he 
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traversed  crowds  who,  with  almost  menacing  supplica-    chap. 
tions,  entreated  him   to  condade  peace.      When  he      ^^' 
arrived  at  Versailles,  however,  a  cabinet  council  was     ^'^^' 
summoned,  at  which  the  Dauphin  assisted,  and  by  it  the 
proposals  were  unanimouslj  refused.      **  If  I  must  con- 
tinue the  war,"  said  Louis,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  his 
race,  ^'  it  is  better  to  contend  with  my  enemies  than  my 
own  family."      So  firmly  had  it  been  believed,  both  at 
the  Hague  and  in  London,  that  peace  was  not  only 
probable,  but  actually  concluded,  that  letters  of  con- 
gratulation poured  in  on  the  Duke  from  all  quarters, 
celebrating  his  dexterity  and  address  in  negotiation  not 
less  than  his  prowess  in  arms.      So  confident,  indeed, 
was  Marlborough  that  peace  would  be  concluded,  that 
he  was  grievously  disappointed  by  the  rupture  of  the  ^  Coxe,  w. 
negotiations ;  and  he  never  ceased  to  strive,  during  the  Hut.  de 
whole  summer,  to  smooth  away  difficulties,  and  bring  the  30-35.'  "'* 
Allies  to  such  terms  as  the  French  king  would  accept.^ 

The  messenger  bringing  the  ultimatum  of  the  French 
king,  declining  the  proposals  of  the  Allies,  arrived  at  the  MaribJ- 
Hague  on  the  5th  June,  and  conveyed  to  Rouille  an  ubranto 
order  to  notify  the  decision  in  form  to  the  Duke  of  cificattor' 
Marlborough,  as  well  as  the   other  plenipotentiaries. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  disappointment  which  he  felt 
at  this  breaking  off  of  the  negotiations,   the  English 
general  continued  to  entertain  the  hopes  of  peace,  and 
never  ceased  to  regret  the  rupture.      He  still  clung 
to  the  belief  that  an  accommodation  would  be  arrived 
at,  and  in  his  confidential  letters  expressed  not  only  a 
sanguine  hope,  but  a  confident   belief,  that  the  pre-  rouffh  to 
liminaries  would  yet  be  ratified. "      He  was  so  confi-  jnnei,  *°* 
dent  in   this    expectation  that    he   even   commenced  iy.  400,401! 

arrangements  with  the  Lord-Treasurer  for  the  return  of 
VOL.  11.  B 
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CHAP,    the  army  to  England,  and  the  payment  of  the  urean 
^''      due  to  all  the  foreign  troops  ;  so  that,  to  use  his  own 
1709.     MTords,  '^  they  might  have  no  pretext  to  refuse  marching; 
when  ordered  home  agreeably  to  the  treaties.*' 

Although  Marlborough  had  thus  exerted  himself  to 
FaiM  a^     the  utmost  to  bring  about  a  general  peace,  and  laboured 
^T      alike  to  moderate  the  pretensions  of  the  English  ministry, 
roujhtf     and  to  conquer  the  repugnance  of  the  French  king,  yet  so 
5^  ST  virulent  is  the  spirit  of  party,  and  so  utterly  rega^ess 
*******        of  truth  in  the  charges  which  it  advances,  that  no  accusa- 
tion has  been  so  perseveringly  fastened  on  Marlborough, 
or  so  generally  believed,  as  that  of  having  exerted  him- 
self to  break  the  negotiations  which  he  was  labouring 
assiduously  to  bring  to  a  successful  issue.    He  was  over- 
ruled, however,  by  the  ministry  at  home,  who  concluded 
the  celebrated  barrier  treaty  with  the   Dutch,  which 
Marlborough  refused  to  sign,  and  which  was  accordingly 
signed  by  Townsend  alone,  without  his  concurrence  ! 
And  it  is  now  decisively  proved,  by  the  publication  of 
his  private  correspondence  with  Lord  Godolphin,  that 
he  disapproved  of  the  severe  articles  insisted  upon  by  the 
Allies  and  his  own  cabinet :  and  that,  if  the  uncontrolled 
404-406. '  management  of  the  negotiation  had  been  committed  to 
mchto     him,  it  would  have  been  brought  to  a  favourable  issue 
Jane  io,  '  ou  tcHus  highly  advantagcous  to  England,  and  which 
w.  405.  '    would  have  prevented  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  from  form- 
ing a  stain  on  its  annals.^  * 

When  the  refusal  of  the  French  king  to  accept  the  ulti- 

*  "  I  hare  ts  much  mSstnist  for  the  sincerity  of  France  as  anybody  liying 
can  haYt;  but  I  wiU  own  to  yon  that,  in  my  opinion,  if  FVance  bad  delivered 
the  towns  promised  by  the  pleoipotentiariss^  and  demolished  Dunkirii  and 
the  other  towns  mentioned,  they  must  have  been  at  our  discretion ;  so  that 
if  they  had  pfaiyed  tricks»  so  much  the  worse  for  ihemselTes.''-~lfarI6oroM^ 
to  b9f4  (Moi^Mi,  June  10, 1709 ;  Goxi,  It.  406. 
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matum  of  the  Allies  was  receiyed  at  the  Hague^  the  States-    chap. 
General  assembled,  and  passed  a  resolution  in  the  following     ^"' 
terms,  which  embodied  the  unanimous  opinions  of  the     ^^^ 
Allied  cabinets  on  the  occasion  : — **  As  the  refosal  on  the  Retointion 
part  of  France  to  accept  the  preliminaries  had  been  fore-  Geneni  on 
seen,  the  ministers  of  the  Emperor  and  of  Her  Britannic  of*^  ne- 
Majesty  have  determined  that  they  could  not  admit  of  *^*^*  **^ 
any   alteration,  especially  on  the  essential  and  most 
contested  articles,  which  concern  the  security  of  the 
Grand  Alliance  in  general,  and  that  of  each  of  the  states 
of  which  it  is  composed  in  particular.      The  deputies 
have  maturely  considered  the  matter,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  they  cannot  recede  from  the  demand  of  a  barrier 
for  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  that  the  pretensions  regarding 
the  two  dispossessed  Electors  could  lead  to  no  other 
result  but  that  of  sowing  dissension  among  the  Allies ; 
that  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  French  king  of  the 
thirty-sixth  article,  which  obliges  him,  within  the  space 
of  two  months,  to  execute  what  he  undertakes,  would 
annul  all  the  rest,  which  would  become  useless  without 
that ;  that  if  France  engaged  merely  not  to  send  any 
succours  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  the  Allies  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  war  in  Spain,  and 
the  other  countries  which  acknowledged  the  authority 
of  that  Prince,  while  they  would  be  bound  to  remain  in 
inactivity  in  the  Low  Countries,  the  theatre  of  their 
great  success ;  that  the  war  for  the  reduction  of  Spain 
might  be  subject  to    various    changes,   during  which  ^ 
France  alone  would  be  at  peace,  which  would  directly  tiondw 
traverse  the  end  proposed  in  listening  to  the  overtures  ^p^' 
of  its  sovereifini.^     From  all  these  considerations   the  Hutd* 
deputies  have  unanimously  arrived   at  the  conclusion  4i,  42^ 
that  the  changes  proposed  by  the  French  king  cannot 


20  THE  UFS  OF 

CHAP,    be  admitted ;  and  that,  as  the  enemy  has  receded  so 

L    far,  afler  having  made  such  advances  towards  a  general 

1709.  peace,  it  has  become  indispensable  to  combat  them  with 
vigour  and  firmness,  in  order  to  constrain  them  to  dose 
with  the  proposals  which  have  been  made  to  them  hj 
the  Allied  powers/' 

On  considering  the  respective  merits  of  the  great 
JUfltetioM  debate,  and  the  rupture  of  a  negotiation  fraught  with 
taraofSEi^  such  incalculable  consequences  on  the  future  fate  of 
"••^'****°"  Europe,  it  must  be  evident  to  every  impartial  obeerrer 
that  it  broke  off  not  on  any  minor  or  inconsiderable 
point,  but  on  the  grand  question  involved  in  the  whole 
quarrel,  and  for  the  solution  of  which  the  war  had  been 
undertaken.     It  was  the  interest  of  the  Spanish  suc- 
cession which  broke  off  the  negotiation.     The  proposal 
of  Tjouis  that  there  should  be  a  suspension  of  hostUities 
elsewhere,  but  the  Allies  should  be  left  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  Spain,  in  order  to  dispossess  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
was  directly  calculated  to  stop  hostilities  in  the  quarter 
where  France  was  endangered,  and  let  them  continue 
their  course  in  that  where  she  had  the  advantage.     A 
single  defeat,  the  reduction  of  two  or  three  strong  places^ 
might  bring  the  Allies  to  Paris,  and  enable  them  to 
dictate  a  humiliating  peace  in  the  halls  of  Versailles : 
years  of  doubtful,  costly,  and  harassing  warfare  would 
hardly  put  them  in  possession  of  the  throne  of  Madrid. 
The  counter  propositions  of  Louis,  therefore,  went  to 
relievo  him  of  the  danger  which  threatened  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  secure  the  advantages  which  he  had  won  during 
the  war ;  and  Marlborough  and  the  other  plenipoten- 
tiaries would  have  deserted  their  duty  if  they  had  coun- 
selled the  adoption  of  terms  which  defeated  the  whole 
objects  of  the  war. 


MABLBOBOUGH.  21 

The    rigorous  terms    demanded,  however,    by  the    chap. 
Allied  cabinets,  and  the  resolute  conduct  of  the  king  of     ^^ 
France  in  rejecting  them,  had  an  important  effect  upon     ^^^^ 
the  war,  and  caUed  for  more  vigorous  efforts  on  the  Nobie  ef- 
part  of  the  confederates  than  thej  had  jet  put  forth,  louib^o 
or  were  even  now  disposed  to  make.     Louis  made  a 
touching  appeal  to  the  patriotic  spirit  of  his  people,  in 
an  eloquent  circular  which  he  addressed  to  the  prelates 
and  nobles  of  his  realm.     He  there  set  forth  the  great 
sacrifices  which  he  had  offered  to  make  to  secure  a 
general  peace ;  showed  how  willing  he  had  been  to  divest 
himself  of  all  his  conquests,  and  abandon  all  his  dreams 
of  ambition ;  and  concluded  by  observing,  that  he  was 
now   compelled  to  continue  the  contest,  because  the 
Allies  insisted  upon  his  descending  to  the  humiliation  of 
joining  his  armies  to  theirs,  for  the  purpose  of  dispossess- 
ing his  own  grandson.^     The  appeal  was  not  made  in 
vain  to  the  spirit  of  a  gallant  nobility,  and  the  patriot- 
ism of  a  brave  people.     It  kindled  a  flame  of  general 
enthusiasm  and  loyalty.     All  ranks  and  parties  vied 
with  each  other  in  contributing  their  property  and  per- 
sonal service  for  the  maintenance  of  the  war ;  and  the 

*  "  The  hope  of  an  approaching  peace  was  so  generaUy  diSiised  through 
my  kmgdom,  that  I  feel  I  owe  it  to  the  fidelity  which  my  people  have  shown 
me  during  my  whole  reign,  to  put  them  in  possession  of  the  circumstances 
which  have  prevented  them  from  now  enjoying  a  blessing  which  I  had  endea- 
voured to  procure  for  them.  I  would  have  accepted,  to  attain  such  an  object, 
conditions  inconsistent  with  the  security  of  my  frontier  provinces ;  but  the 
more  I  showed  myself  disposed  to  dissipate  the  jealousy  which  my  enemies 
affected  to  feel  of  my  power  and  my  designs,  the  more  did  they  rise  in  their 
demands,  in  so  far  that,  multiplying  one  requisition  upon  another,  and  mulriiig 
use  of  the  name  at  one  time  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  at  another  of  the  pretended 
interest  of  the  princes  of  the  Empire,  they  have  made  manifest  their  determi- 
nation not  merely  to  increase,  at  the  expense  of  my  crown,  the  states  inmie- 
diately  adjoining  France,  but  to  open  to  themselves  avenues  by  which  they 
might  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  my  kingdom  whenever  they  deemed  it  for 
their  interest  to  renew  the  war.    Even  that  in  which  I  am  now  engaged. 
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CHAP,     campaign  wbich  opened  under  such  disastrous  auspices 

^"'      was  commenced  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  unanimitj, 

»709.     on  the  part  of  the  French  people,  which  had  neyer 

hitherto  been  evinced  in  the  course  of  the  contest     As 

afterwards,  in  the  wars  of  the  Revolution,  too,   the 

1  Cftpefigae,  misfortuucs  of  the  state  tended  to  the  increase  of  its 

Lonii  XIV.  military  forces.     The  stoppage  of  commerce,  and  shock 

Hitt.  d« '    to  credit,   threw  numbers  out  of  employment ;    and 

36, 37^  '    starving  multitudes  crowded  to  the  frontier,  to  find  that 

Ooze  IT 

401. '   *     subsistence  amidst  the  dangers  of  war  which  they  could 
no  longer  find  in  the  occupations  of  peace.^ 

M.  Dumont,  one  of  the  ablest  historians  of  the  Grand 
Eaiogj'of    Alliance,  has  borne  the  following  honourable  testimony 
on  the  eon-  to  thc  couduct  of  thc  Frcuch  king  and  people  on  this 
Fnmoe  on    occasiou  I    ''  With  truth  it  may  be  said,  that  never  had 
sion.         the  material  resources  of  France  been  so  manifested  as 
they  were  on  this  occasion.     After  the  battles  of  Hoch- 
stedt,  of  Ramilies,   of  Turin,  and.  of  Oadenarde,  the 
entire  destruction  of  its  maritime  resources,  the  disas- 
trous issue  of  the  sieges  of  Turin  and  Barcelona,  it 
appeared  impossible  it  could  be  raised  from  its  pro* 

and  which  I  was  bo  desiroiiB  to  terminate,  would  not  have  ceased  if  I  had 
consented  to  all  the  conditions  which  they  sought  to  impose  upon  me ;  for 
they  fixed  at  two  months  the  time  during  which  I  was  to  be  obliged  on  my  part 
to  execute  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  and  during  that  period  they  insisted 
upon  laying  me  under  an  obligation  to  deliver  to  them  the  fortresses  which  they 
demanded  in  the  Low  Countries  and  in  Alsace,  and  to  raze  those  of  which  they 
demanded  the  demolition.  They  refused,  on  their  part,  to  come  under  any 
other  engagement  but  that  of  suspending  all  acts  of  hostility  till  the  Ist 
August,  reserving  to  themselves  the  right  of  then  resuming  their  arms  in  the 
event  of  my  grandson,  the  King  of  Spain,  pornsting  in  his  resolution  of 
defending  the  crown  which  God  had  given  him,  and  to  perish  rother  than 
abandon  the  fiiithful  people  who,  during  nine  years,  have  recognised  him  as 
their  lawful  sovereign.  Such  a  vuspension,  more  dangerous  thon  war  itself 
destroyed  all  hopes  of  peace  more  than  it  advanced  them;  for  it  lendeied  it 
necessary,  not  only  to  continue  the  same  expenses  for  the  si^port  of  the 
armies,  but,  on  the  termination  of  the  suspension  of  hoetilitiea,  my  enemies 
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strate  condition.     A  crisis  irithout  example  had  taken    ohaf. 
place  in  its  finances,  and  in  its  whole  afiairs.     Credit     ^^ 
was  gone,  specie  had  disappeared,  commerce  was  at  a     ^^^ 
stand,    bankruptcy  was  nniTersal,  misery  and  insol- 
yency  were  uniyersal     To  crown  the  whole,  famine 
was  making  nnheard-of  ravages  in  the  land     What 
an  incredible    and    admirable  change  txxk  place    in 
the  midst  of  the  general  ruin  !     They  found  the  means 
of  putting  on  foot  in  Flanders  a  numerous  army,  of 
finding  subsistence  in  abundance,  and  providing  funds 
to  pay  the  troops,  and  retain  them  in  the  bonds  of 
discipline.      They  regukrly  paid  the  soldier  his  dues 
— ^the  officer  alone  was  kept  in  arrear.     It  was  pre- 
sumed he  would  act  from  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and 
honour,  and  the  expectation  was  not   disappointed'^  ^  Domont*! 
There  is  no  impartial  mind  which  must  not  acquiesce  in  r!m^ 
the  justice  of  this  generous  eulogium.^ 

Skflfiilly  availing  themsdves  of  this  burst  of  patriotic 
fervour,  the  ministers  of  Louis  were  enabled  to  open  Fotom  on 
the  campaign  with  greater  forces  than  they  had  ever  «i  th«  omm- 
collected  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.     The  principal  ^paig^ 

would  have  aaaailed  us  with  new  adyantages  drawn  from  the  places  into  which 
I  myself  had  introduced  them,  while  at  the  same  tune  I  had  demolished  those 
whidi  serf  ed  as  the  rampart  of  my  frontier  provinces.  As  I  put  my  pioteo- 
tion  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  and  as  I  hope  that  the  purity  of  my 
intentions  will  induce  the  Divine  blessing  on  my  armies,  I  have  written  to  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  of  my  kingdom,  to  awaken  the  fervour  of  the  prayers 
of  the  fidthfnl  in  their  dioceses;  and  I  wish,  at  the  same  time,  that  my  people 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  your  government  should  know  that  they 
would  now  have  been  in  the  exgoyment  of  peace,  if  it  had  depended  solely  on 
my  will  to  procure  what  they  with  reason  desire,  but  which  must  be  acquired 
by  new  efiforts,  since  the  immense  sacrifices  which  I  was  prepared  to  have 
made  have  been  vain  to  reestablish  the  public  tranquillity.  I  leave  it>  there- 
foro,  to  your  prudence  to  make  my  intentions  known  in  the  manner  whioh 
you  deem  most  expedient  to  the  people  of  your  province. 

"LouiB. 

••  VnMAiLLas,  lath  Jwie  1708." 
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CHAP,    effort  was  made  in  Flanders,  vliere  the  diief  danger 
^"-      was  to  be  apprehended,  and  the  enemy's  most  powerful 
1709.     army  and  greatest  general  were  to  be  faced.     Fifty-one 
battalions  and  forty-nine  squadrons  were  drawn  from  the 
Rhine  to  Flanders;  and  this  large  reinforcement^  joined 
to  the  crowds  of  recruits  which  the  public  distress  im- 
pelled to  his  standards,  enabled  the  renowned  Marshal 
Villars,  who  had  received  the  command  of  the  French, 
to  take  the  field  at  the  head  of  112,000  men.     With 
this  imposing  force  he  took  a  position,  strong  both  by 
nature  and  art,  extending  from  Douai  to  the  Lys ;  the 
right  resting  on  the  canal  of  Douay,  the  centre  covered 
by  the  village  of  La  Bass^,   the  left  supported  by 
Bethune  and  its  circumjacent  marshes.     The  whole  line 
was  strengthened  by  redoubts  and  partial  inundations, 
and  traversed  in  front  by  a  ditch  fifteen  feet  wide, 
covered  by  exterior  works.     The  banks  of  the  canal,  as 
far  as  Douai,  were  lined  with  troops.     Never  at  any 
former  period  had  France  sent  such  an  army  into  the 
field  ;  never  had  she  one  animated  with  so  enthusiastic 
and  gallant  a  spirit.     The  soldiers,  equally  with  the 
nobles,  were  aware  that  this  was  the  last  effort  for  the 
>  Hift  de    independence  of  France.     All  felt,  in  the  words  after- 
♦«t  47*.       wards  used  by  Napoleon  at  Waterloo, "  that  the  moment 
274.       '  had  arrived  when  it  behoved  every  Frenchman  to  con- 
quer or  die."^ 

Aware  of  the  great  augmentation  of  the  enemy's  army 
Bitfibol  which  was  in  progress  in  Flanders,  seeing  clearly  that  it 
^Tuto  was  there  that  the  vital  point  of  the  contest  was  to  be, 
Mgnratft-  and  not  less  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  reinforcements 
in  th«  Low  to  stem  the  progress  of  disaster  in  Spain,  Marlborough 
made  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  obtain,  both  from  l^e 
British  government  and  the  Allied  powers,  an  increase 
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of  forces  for  carrying  on  the  war.     He  knew  well  that    ohap. 
the  enemy  was  bnnging  forth  his  last  reserve  ;  that  the      ^'' 
ban  and  arrive  ban  of  France  were  in  the  field  ;  that     ^709. 
this  was  their  final  efibrt ;  and  that  victory  in  this  pro- 
tracted struggle  would  remain  with  the  party  in  war,  as 
in  a  battle,  which  could  throw  in  a  reserve  to  which  the 
enemy  had  nothing  at  the  moment  to  oppose.     By  dint 
of  vigorous  representations,  and  by  still  having  the  ma- 
jority of  the  cabinet  and  House  of  Commons  on  his  side, 
though  in  a  minority  at  Court,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  reinforcement  of  10,000  men  to  the  English  army ; 
and  the  supplies  voted  for  the  ensuing  year  reached  the 
unprecedented,  and,  as  it  was  then  thought,  enormous 
amount  of  £7,000,000  sterling.     But  the  other  powers 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  make  any  similar  additions 
to  their  contingents :    and  so  little  was  the  British 
government  aware  of  the  necessity  of  augmenting  the 
forces  at  the  vital  point,  that,  instead  of  making  any 
addition  to  their  troops  in  the  Netherlands,  they  pro- 
posed to  withdraw  seven  regiments  from  Antwerp,  and 
send  them  to  Spain.     Marlborough  expressed,  as  well 
he  might,  the  utmost  uneasiness  at  this  extravagant  pro-  S50,'^7' 
posal — a  proposal  which   shows  what  so  many  other  borough  to' 
events  in   English  history  demonstrate,  how  ignorant  v^xHf^ 
its  government  in  general  is  of  the  first  principles  of  it.  372.  ^"' 
military  operations.^  * 

*  "  I  received  last  night  the  &vour  of  yours  of  the  7th  Jantiary,  in  which 
you  continue  of  opinion  that  the  seren  regiments  at  Antwerp  should  be  sent 
to  England.  I  can  say  no  more  on  that  subject.  Tou  will  see  what  the 
enclosed  letter  says  as  to  the  designs  of  France.  As  they  draw  their  troops 
from  all  parts  to  strengthen  their  army  in  this  country,  if  we,  at  the  same 
time,  are  to  be  obliged  to  leave  our  troops  where  they  cannot  be  of  much  use, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  at  length  my  Lord  Favenkam  will  be  gratified  by 
cw  being  beaten^  for  §0  great  a  auperiorUy  wiU  undo  ua,  I  am  of  your  opinion, 
that  one  reason  for  the  enen^  marching  their  troops  from  all  parts  so  early 
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But  all  that  be  could  obtain  from  the  British  gorem- 
ment  was  a  promise  that  the  seyen  battalions  should  be 
retained  in  Flanders,  and  should  not  be  removed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign  in  the  Low  Countries. 
At  the  same  time,  he  made  such  vigorous  representations 
to  the  Dutch  ministry,  of  the  danger  of  taking  the  field 
with  an  inferior  force,  that  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
reinforcement  of  4000  Wiirtembergers,  in  their  pay, 
who  were  to  be  drawn  from  the  Rhine.  Yet»  with  all 
this,  he  was  still  inferior  to  the  enemy  when  the  cam- 
paign commenced  ;  and  but  for  the  reinforcements  thus 
tardily  yielded  to  his  urgent  representations,  he  would 
have  been  so  much  so  that  the  campaign,  so  &r  frx>m 
leading  to  a  prosperous  result,  would  in  all  probability 
have  terminated  in  nothing  but  disaster.  At  length, 
however,  Marlborough  took  the  field  at  the  head  of 
110,000  men  ;  and  although  his  force  was  composed  of 
a  heterogeneous  mixture  of  the  troops  of  different  nations, 
yet,  Uke  the  colluvies  omnium  gentium  which  followed 
the  standards  of  Hannibal,  it  was  held  together  by  the 
firm  bond  of  military  success,  and  inspired  with  that 
unbounded  confidence  which  is  founded  on  experience  of 
the  resources  and  capacity  of  its  chief.  Events  of  the 
greatest  and  most  interesting  kind  could  not  but  be 
anticipated,  from  the  contest  of  two  armies  of  such 
magnitude,  headed  by  such  leaders,  and  when  the 
patriotic  ardour  of  the  French  nation,^  now  roused  to  the 

into  this  ooontry,  if  in  hope  they  may  incline  the  Dutch  to  hearken  to  peace." 
•—MaiHbon^  to  QodUpKin^  Brunels,  Feh.  7, 1710 ;  CoxB,  vr.  372.  Again,— 
*  I  know  not  what  you  may  reason  in  England,  hut  I  am  fully  penoaded 
that  it  is  of  the  last  consequence  to  have  the  troops  of  Wttrtembeig  and  the 
seven  regiments  smre  in  this  country  in  the  next  campaign ;  for,  with  those, 
all  the  troops  that  we  may  be  able  to  get  for  the  sum  of  money  voted  by 
Fu-Iianient,  Ibr  the  troops  of  augmentation,  will  hXL  very  much  short  of  the 
number  of  men  the  enemy  wiU  hsTC  in  this  country.    Is  it  possiUe  that  men 
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uttermost,  was  matched  against  the  military  strength  of    ohap. 
the  confederates,  matured  by  a  series  of  yictoriea  so  long     ^' 
and  briUiant.  ^^ 

Though  relying  with  confidence  on  the  skill  and 
intrepidity  of  his  troops,  Marlborough,  according  to  his  DMoi^oa 
usual  system,  resolved  if  possible  to  circumvent  the  poiitioii. 
enemy  by  manosuvring,  so  as  to  reserve  his  hard  bbws 
for  the  time  when  success  was  to  be  won  in  no  other 
way.  His  design  was  to  begin  the  campaign  either 
with  a  general  battle  or  by  the  reduction  of  Toumay, 
lying  on  the  direct  road  from  Brussels  to  Lille,  which 
would  break  through,  in  the  most  important  part,  the 
barrier  fortresses.  To  prepare  for  either  events  and 
divert  the  enemy's  attention,  strong  demonstrations  were 
made  against  Villars'  intrenched  position.  If  it  had 
been  practicable,  he  would  have  been  attacked;  but, 
afber  a  close  reconnoitre,  both  generals  deemed  it  too 
hazardous  an  enterprise,  and  it  was  resolved  to  besiege 
the  fortress.  In  truth,  the  position  which  Villars  had 
taken  up,  and  strengthened  with  all  imaginable  skill  and 
diligence,  was,  literally  speaking,  impregnable.  His  left 
rested  on  Roubaix,  to  cover  St  Venant,  and  his  right  at 
Tinques,  to  protect  Bethune.  From  thence  it  extended 
towards  the  Scarpe,  his  left  being  covered  by  the  streams 
of  the  Roubaix  and  two  heights,  his  centre  by  the  Marsh 
of  Cambrin,  and  his  right  by  the  canal  between  Douai 
and  Lille.     Along  this  line  intrenchments  were  thrown 

of  good  Bense,  and  that  mean  sinoerely  well  to  the  common  cause,  can  be  in 
the  least  doubt  that,  if  the  enemy  make  their  greatest,  indeed  their  only 
effort  in  this  country,  wo  must  do  the  same,  or  expect  to  be  beaten  ?  which 
I  pray  Almighty  Qod  to  avert,  for  it  would  be  a  £aital  blow.  If  any  orders 
hare  been  sent  for  the  march  of  these  seven  regiments,  I  do  most  earnestly 
beg  you  will  lay  boforo  her  Msgesty  and  the  lords  of  the  cabinet  my  i^re- 
hensions."— AfaWfrorotf^  to  the  Xorcf-rreontrer,  Brussels,  Feb.  11, 1710;  Cozs, 
iv.  872. 
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cM^if.    up  wherevor  they  were   required ;   inundations  were 

J^_    formed  in  the  low  plains,  and  hedges  cut  and  palisades 

^7^'     constructed  to  facilitate  or  protect  the  communication. 

Along  the  whole  front  a  ditch  ran  fifteen  feet  wide  and 

six  deep,  behind  which  was  a  rampart ;  while,  in  all 

exposed  situations,  outworks,  as  in  a  regular  fortification, 

were  constructed    Uehind  them  the  French  army,  above 

a  hundre^l  ihotiKurid  strong,  was  stationed  in  three  lines, 

the  caralry  if^Ufi  m  rear ;  while  a  hundred  guns,  arrayed 

along  the  (rtmif  armed  the  intrenchments.    So  confident 

KtMiMit,    was  Villars  in  ttie  strength  of  his  position,  and  the 

u.  i»      magnitude  of  his  army,  that  he  sent  a  trumpeter  to  the 

nii  *  '    Allies'  headquarters  to  announce  ^^  that  they  would  find 

9.  *  '     lam  behind  his  lines ;  or,  if  he  was  afraid  to  attack,  he 

would  level  them  to  give  them  entrance."^ 

But  Marlborough  and  Eugene  had  no  intentions  of 
uHbo'-  gratifying  his  wishes  in  either  particular.  Seeing  the 
MMive«to  position  was  too  strong  to  be  attacked,  they  resolved  on 
iuJi*  another  but  not  less  important  operation.  On  the  23d 
June,  the  right  under  Eugene  crossed  the  Lower  Dyle 
below  Lille;  while  the  left,  with  which  were  the 
whole  English  and  Dutch  contingents,  crossed  the 
Marque;  and  both  columns  were  concentrated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Upper  Dyle,  Marlborough  fixing  his  head- 
quarters at  the  Abbey  of  Looz.  So  threatening  were 
tJjLc  masses  which  the  Allies  now  accumulated  in  his 
f^iM  that  Villars  never  doubted  he  was  about  to  be 
i^\AMji4^  ;  ajul  in  consequence  he  strengthened  his  posi- 
i,'.*j^  U;  the  utmost  of  bis  power,  called  in  all  his  detach- 
^..Ki^ic  jii4^  drew  considerable  reinforcements  from  the 
^,.  ^>  .oh&  i4  Tournay  and  the  other  fortresses  in  his 
>i^',/ •(*/  H^HHit  thus  fixed  his  antagonist's  attention, 
ff/' Y   'tf***,^fl^f^wi  Uk  force  in  bis  intrenched  lines  between 
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Donai  and  Bethune,  Marlborongli  suddenly  moyed  off    ohap. 
to  the  left,  in  the  direction  of  Tournay.    This  was  done,      ^'* 
however,  with  every  imaginable  precaution  to  impose     ^^09. 
upon  the  enemy.     The  Allied  army  decamped  at  night- 
fall on  the  27th  in  dead  silence,  and  advanced  part  of 
the  night  straight  towards  the  French  lines ;  but  at  two 
in  the  morning,  the  troops  were  suddenly  halted,  wheeled 
to  the  left,  and  marched  in  two  columns,  by  Font-dr 
Bovines  and  Font-drTressins,  towards  Tournay.      So 
expeditiously  was  the  change  in  the   line  of  march 
managed,  and  so  complete  the  surprise,  that  by  seven  in 
the  morning  the  troops  were  drawn  round  Tournay,  and 
the  investment  complete ;  while  half  of  the  garrison  being 
absent  in  the  lines  of  Marshal  Villars,  it  was  thereby 
rendered  incapable  of  making  any  prolonged  defence. 
Meanwhile  that  commander  was  so  deceived  that  he  was 
congratulating  himself  that  the  enemy  had  '^  fixed  on  the  i  M^m.  de 
siege  of  Tournay,  which  should  occupy  them  the  whole  ea.  £kb^ 
remainder  of  the  campaign ;  when  it  is  evident  their  A%n, 
design  had  been,  after  defeating  me,  to  thunder  against  1709.  c^ze, 
Aire  and  St  Venant  with  their  heavy  artillery,  penetrate  Hitt  de 
as  far  as  Boulogne,  and,  after  laying  all  Ficardy  under  62^53.  "' 
contribution,  push  on  even  to  Faris."^ 

Tournay  is  an  old  town,  the  ancient  walls  of  which 

•  •  29 

are  of  wide  circuit ;  but  it  has  a  series  of  advanced  DaMription 
works  erected  by  Vauban,  and  its  citadel,  a  regular  ^  *"™^' 
pentagon,  was  considered  by  the  great  Cond^  as  one  of 
the  most  perfect  specimens  of  modem  fortification  in 
existence.  So  little  did  the  governor  expect  their 
approach  that  many  of  the  officers  were  absent,  and  a 
detachment  of  the  garrison,  sent  out  to  forage,  were 
made  prisoners  by  General  Lumley,  who  commanded 
the  investing  corps.     The  fortifications,  however,  were 
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CHAP,    in  the  best  state,  and  the  magazines  well  stored  with 

^'^      ammunition  and  military  stores.      Its  circuit  is  rery 

170a     large,  and  the  Scheldt  flows  through  its  centre.    Vauban 

had  added  immensely  to  the  strength  of  its  works,  which 

exhibited  all  that  modem  genius  could  deyise,  or  modem 

industry  accumulate.     It  was  the  ancient  capital  of  the 

Nervii,  so  celebrated  for  their  valour  in  the  wars  with 

Caesar;  and  an  inscription  on  its  walls  testified  that 

Louis  XIV.,  after  taking  it  in  four  days,  in  1667,  had 

assisted  in  the  constmction  of  additional  works  which 

it  was  supposed  would  render  it  impregnable.*     The 

attempt  to  take  such  a  place  with  a  force  no  greater 

,  _  „       than  that  which  Villars  had  at  hand  to  inten-upt  the 

rough  to  Mr  openttious,  would  haYC  been  an  enterprise  of  the  utmost 

E^7|«»  Jane  temerity,  and  probably  terminated  in  disaster,  had  it  not 

DM.iT.52o.  been  for  the  admirable  skill  with  which  the  attention  of 

n\ML6fb*    the  enemy  had  been  fixed  on  another  quarter ;  and  the 

M,65!       siege  commenced  with  one-half  of  its  garrison  absent, 

and  the  other  imperfectly  supplied  with  proyisions.  ^ 

The  heavy  artillery  and  siege  equipage  required  to  be 
brought  up  the  Scheldt  from  Ghent,  which  in  the  outset 

*  LudoTicus  Decimus  Quartus 
Incertum  boUo  an  pace  migor. 
Qoibos  oopiifl,  conBiUiB,  animo,  oeleritate, 

Foitana, 

Anno  MDCLXYII, 

Nenriorum  Urb«m  Qoairiduo  cepenit, 

liadem,  neunfutam  poUea  eaptrtiur, 

Inior  Cetera  Munimenta, 

Hoc  Quoqiie 

Diebua  vix  ooto 

Ab  Area  et  Fimdameniis 

Ipae  instans  operi, 

Victricilnis  milxtum  Manibns 

Eztruxit  Anno  Domini 

MDCLXXI. 

^HiH.  dt  Martkfntigk^  iiL  71. 
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occaaoned  some  delay  in  the  operations.     Marlborough    chap. 
commanded  the  attacking,  Eugene  the  covering  forces.      ^"' 
By  the  6th  July,  however,  the  approaches  were  com-     ^^^' 
menced ;  on  the  10th  the  battering  train  arrived,  and  siege  mui 
the  trenchea  were  armed ;  repeated  sallies  of  the  enemy  thS^t^wn, 
to  interrupt  the  operations  were  repulsed,  and  several  ^"^^  ^' 
of  the  outworks  were  carried  between  that  time  and  the 
2l8t,  on  which  last  occasion  the  besiegers  succeeded  in 
establishing  themselves  in  the  covered-ways.     The  pro- 
gress of  the  si^  after  that  was  impeded  by  the  water 
in  the  great  ditch,  but  at  length  tlie  besiegers  contrived 
to  let  it  off.     The   breaching  batteries  continued   to 
thunder  with  terrible  effect  upon  the  walls ;  and  on  the 
27th  a  strong  horn-work,  called  the  Seven  Fountains, 
was  carried  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll  at  the  bead  of  his 
Highland  regiment,  and  the  Allies  were  masters  of  nearly 
the  whole  line  of  the  counterscarp.     Meanwhile,  Villars 
made  no  serious  movement  to  interrupt  the  besiegers, 
contenting  himself  with  making  demonstrations  between 
the  Scarpe  and  the  Scheldt  to  alarm  the  covering  forces. 
Eugene,  however,  narrowly  watched  all  his  proceedings ; 
and  in  truth  the  French  marshal,  far  from  really  in- 
tending to  disquiet  the  Allies  in  their  operations,  was  rough  to 
busied  with  an  immense  army  of  pioneers  and  labourers  way,  Juiy 
in  constructing  a  new  set  of  lines  from  Douai  along  the  and  to  the 
Scarpe  to  the  Scheldt  near  Cond^  in  order  to  arrest  29^^709^ 

Dea   iv. 

their  progress  in  the  direction  they  had  now  taken.  530,556. 
Seeing  no  prospect  of  being  relieved,  the  governor  on  8-13/  Hiit. 
the  29th  surrendered  the  town,  and  retired  with  the  iiley"]! 
remains  of  the  garrison,  still  four  thousand  strong,  into  279, 280.  ' 
the  citadel.^  * 

**  MarU>oroiigh'8  priYate  lottora  to  the  Ducbosa,  at  tliis  period,  as  indeed 
throughout  all  his  campaigns,  prove  how  tired  he  was  of  the  war,  and  how 
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CHAP.  On  the  surrender  of  the  town,  no  time  was  lost  in 
^^'  prosecuting  operations  against  the  citadel,  and  the  line 
1709.  of  circumyallation  was  traced  out  that  very  evening. 
Bteg^of  the  Thirty  battalions  and  ten  squadrons  were  employed  in 
\u^!^^  the  perilous  enterprise — ^the  former  under  the  command 
juij^."^  of  Count  Lothau,  the  latter  of  Schulemberg.  The  bat- 
teries were  opened  on  the  night  of  the  31st  July,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  August  all  the  troops  were 
in  the  posts  assigned  to  them  in  the  trenches.  But  the 
undertaking  proved  more  difficult  than  had  been  ex- 
pected, and  several  weeks  elapsed  before  any  material 
progress  was  made  in  the  operations,  during  which 
Villars  made  good  use  of  his  time  in  completing  his 
new  lines  to  cover  Valenciennes  and  Cond^.  The  cita- 
del itself,  though  not  of  great  extent,  was  extremely 
strong.  It  had  five  large  bastions,  an  excellent  covered- 
way,  and  all  the  usual  ravelins  and  lunettes  in  the  out- 
works. But  its  great  strength  consisted  in  the  mines 
and  counter-mines  with  which  it  was  environed  in  every 
direction,  and  the  explosion  of  which  threatened  de- 
struction to  any  assailants  who  might  approach  its  walls. 
The  garrison,  though  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the 
town  of  Toumay,  was  quite  adequate  to  that  of  the 
citadel ;  and  the  vast  mines  with  which  the  whole 
outworks  and  glacis  were  perforated,  rendered  the 
approaches  in  the  highest  degree  perilous  and  difficult. 
The  governor,  M.  de  Surville,  proposed,  on  the  5th 

Mdently  he  li^ed  for  repoce  at  Blenheim.  "The  taking  of  the  citadel  of 
Tottrnay  will,  I  fear,  coat  ua  more  men  and  time  than  that  of  the  town ;  but 
that  which  givea  me  the  greateat  prospect  for  the  hi^pineea  of  being  with 
yon,  ia,  that  certainly  the  misery  of  France  increaaea,  which  muat  bring  ua  a 
peace.  The  misery  of  the  poor  people  we  see  is  such  that  one  must  be  a 
brute  not  to  pity  them.  May  you  be  CTcr  happy,  and  I  ei\joy  some  few  years 
of  quiet  with  you,  is  what  I  daily  prsy  for.**— If aW&oroi^  to  the  Jhicheu, 
July  80, 1709  ;  Go&B,  ▼.  13. 
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August,  to  capitulate  in  a  month  if  not  relieved ;  and    ohaf. 
to  this    proposition    Marlborough   and   Eugene,   with      ^"' 
praiseworthy  humanity,  at  once  agreed  :  but  the  King     ^709. 
of  France  refused  to  ratify  the  terms  proposed,  unless 
the  suspension  of  arms  was  made  general  to  the  whole  i  RoiuMt, 

.  ii  282  28>3u 

Netherlands,  to  which  the  Allied  s^eneral  would  not  c<>xe,V. 

13  16 

accede.     The  military  operations  consequently  went  on,  HiW.  de 
and  soon  acquired  a  degree  of  horror  hitherto  unpa-  72-74.  '"* 
ralleled  even  in  that  long  and  bloody  contest.^ 

The  art  of  countermining,  and  of  counteracting  the 
danger  of  mines  exploding,  was  then  very  imperfectly  Aianns  of 
understood,  though  that  of  besieging  above  ground  had  at^ht  sob. 
been  brought  to  the  very  highest  degree  of  perfection.  irSS^'" 
The  soldiers,  in  consequence,  entertained  a  great  and 
almost  superstitious  dread  of  the  perils  of  that  subter- 
raneous warfare,  where  prowess  and  courage  were  alike 
unavailing,  and  the  bravest,  equally  with  the  most  pusil- 
lanimous, were  liable  to  be  at  any  moment  blown  into 
the  air,  or  smothered  under  ground,  by  the  explosions  of 
an  unseen,  and  therefore  appalling  enemy.  The  Allies 
were  inferior  in  regular  sappers  and  miners  to  the 
besieged,  who  were  singularly  well  supplied  with  that 
important  arm  of  the  service.  The  dangers  of  this  spe- 
cies of  service,  at  all  times  great,  were  here  immensely 
aggravated  by  the  extraordinary  pains  taken  to  make 
this  subterranean  warfare  as  formidable  as  possible.  The 
miners  frequently  met,  and  fought  with  those  of  the 
enemy;  and  sometimes  the  troops,  mistaking  friend  for 
foe,  killed  their  fellow-soldiers :  sometimes  whole  com- 
panies entered  the  mines  at  the  very  moment  when  they 
were  ready  primed  for  explosion.  They  were  often 
inundated  with  water,  suflFocated  with  smoke,  or  buried 
alive  in  cavities,  where  they  were  left  to  perish.     Some- 

VOL.  II.  c 
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OHAP.     times  numbers  vrere  blown  into  the  air,  and  their  limbs 

^"'      scattered  to  a  distance  like  burning  stones  from  a  vol- 

1709.     cano.     The  ordinary  soldiers,  how  braye  soever  in  the 

field,  evinced  a  repugnance  at  engaging  in  this  novel  and 

terrific  species  of  warfare :  and  it  was  only  by  the  officers 

personally  visiting  the  trenches  in  the  very  hottest  of 

Mil.  Hist,    the  fire,  and  offering  high  rewards  to  the  soldiers  who 

dxt,  v.  15.  would  enter  into  the  mines,  that  men  could  be  got  to 

venture  on  the  perilous  service.^ 

It  was  not  surprising  that  even  the  bravest  of  the 
ito  redf  Allied  troops  were  appalled  at  the  new  and  extraordi- 
Aug°i5^2a.  nary  dangers  which  now  awaited  them,  for  they  were 
truly  of  the  most  formidable  description.  What  ren- 
dered them  especially  so,  was,  that  the  perils  in  a 
peculiar  manner  affected  the  bold  and  the  forward. 
The  first  to  mount  a  breach,  to  effect  a  lodgment  in  a 
bom-work,  to  penetrate  into  a  mine,  was  sure  to  perisli. 
First  a  hollow  rumbling  noise  was  heard,  which  froze 
the  bravest  hearts  with  horror  :  a  violent  rush  as  of  a 
subterraneous  cataract  succeeded ;  and  immediately  the 
earth  heaved,  and  whole  companies,  and  even  battalions, 
were  scattered  in  a  frightful  explosion.  On  the  15th 
August,  a  sally  by  M.  de  Surville  was  bravely  repulsed, 
and  the  besiegers,  pursuing  their  advantage,  effected  a 
lodgment  in  the  outwork  :  but  immediately  a  mine  was 
sprung,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  blown  into 
the  air.  In  the  night  between  the  16th  and  17th,  a 
long  and  furious  conflict  took  place  below  ground  and 
in  utter  darkness  between  the  contending  parties,  which 
at  length  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  besiegers.^ 

*  A  Tery  Btriking  incident  occiirrod  in  iho  siogc,  which  shows  to  wliat  a 
hoiKlit  tho  heroic  spirit  with  which  the  troops  were  animated  had  risen.  An 
officer  oommaoding  a  detaohmout  wm  MOt  by  Lord  Albemarle  to  occupy  a 
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On  the  20th,  M .  de  Surrille  caused  a  wall  to  be  blown    chap. 
up  which  overhung  a  sap,  and  thereby  smothered  two      ^"^ 
officers,  thirty  soldiers,  and  five  miners.     On  the  23d  a     ^709. 
mine  was  discovered,  sixty  feet  long  by  twenty  broad, 
which  would  have  blown  up  a  whole  battalion  of  Hano- 
verian troops  placed  above  it ;  but  while  the  Allies  were 
in  the  mine,  congratulating  themselves  on  the  discovery, 
a  mine  below  it  was  suddenly  sprung,  and  all  within  the 
upper  one  were  buried  in  the  ruins.     On  the  night  of 
the  25th,  three  hundred  men,  posted  in  a  large  mine 
discovered  to  the  Allies  by  an  inhabitant  of  Toumay, 
were  crushed  in  a  similar  manner  by  the  explosion  of 
another  mine  directly  below ;  and  on  the  same  night, 
one  hundred  men  posted  in  the  town  ditch  were  suddenly  Hist,  mil 
buried  under  a  bastion  blown  out  upon  them.    In  resist-  nut.  de 

%M       1W     2** 

ing  Lottum's  attack  alone,  no  less  than  thirty-eight  mines  s" 
were  sprung  in  twenty-six  days,  almost  all  with  fatal  effect.^ 
Great  was  the  dismay  which  these  dreadful  and  un- 
heard-of disasters  produced  among  the  Allied  troops.  But  the 
The  miners  of  the  confederates  not  being  sufficiently  at  lengih 
numerous,  it  was  necessary  to  employ  the  regular  troops  septs. 
to  assist  in  the  service ;  and  many  of  those  who  had 
bravely  faced  the  greatest  visible  dangers  recoiled  from 
the  unknown    dangers  of  this   subterranean    warfare. 
Such  was  their  reluctance  that  Marlborough  and  Eugene 
visited  the  trenches  in  person,  themselves  braved  the 

certain  lunette  which  had  been  captured  from  the  enemy ;  and  though  it  was 
concealed  from  the  men,  the  commander  told  the  officer  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  the  post  was  undermined,  and  that  the  party  would  be  blown  up. 
Knowing  this,  he  proceeded  with  perfect  calmness  to  the  place  of  his  desti- 
nation ;  and  when  provisions  and  wine  were  served  out  to  the  men,  he  desired 
them  to  fill  their  calashes,  and  said, ''  Here  is  a  health  to  those  who  die  the 
death  of  the  brave.'*  The  mine  was  inmiediately  after  sprung;  but  fortimately 
the  explosion  failed,  and  his  comrades  survived  to  relate  their  commander's 
noble  conduct — Dumont,  ii.  106. 
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^HkP-    4Afi(/^trM  of  the  oxplosions,  and  offered  high  rewards  to 

'^'      hHImimUUs  Ihu  urdour  of  the  troops.      Eugene  employed 

u^>     ^wo  liMiMlrnd  ininorH  M'ho  had  been  engaged  in  the  siege 

of  TMiin,  and  who,  loading  the  way,  were  followed  the 

mnnt  nmlWy  hy  the  moi*e  inexperienced  soldiers.      At 

|iifi{/fj»  i\w  ruHohilion  and  energy  of  Marlborough  and 

ICMf/oiMi  Iriuinphod  over  every  obstacle.      Early  on  the 

liMii'Miii{(  of  Iho  iiUt  August,  the  white  flag  was  dis- 

ifUyttdi  and  a  oonforonco  took  place  between  the  two 

iUfmumutU^VH  in  Iho  house  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  ; 

l/iit  ihii  governor  having  refused  to  accede  to  the  terms 

d^jfnandod       that    the    garrison    should    surrender   as 

^prlM9niirH  of  war — the  fire  recommenced,  and  a  tremen- 

d//MM  iiim'Jiargo  from  all  the  batteries  took  place  for  the 

lUiU  three  days.     This  compelled  the  brave  de  Surville 

Uf  Mihuut ;  and  Marlborough,  in  consideration  of  his 

liulUui  defence,  permitted  the  garrison  to  march  out 

with  the  honours  of  war,  and  return  to  France,  on  con- 

'tffi^f^'  4iiinn  of  not  serving  again  till  they  were  exchanged. 

iljm       On  Heptember  3d  the  gates  were  surrendered ;  and  the 

*lt^^T  '^^ti^^  command  of  this  strong  fortress  and  rich  city, 

v^^iil*'^  wl<i<f'li  entirely  covered  Spanish  Flanders,  was  gained  by 

}f. \,'       ^''^  Allies.      The  garrison,  which  was  reduced  to  three 

^',.  /       M^oii«and  men,  was  conducted  to  Douai.     This  dreadful 

[/  />»;.      ^^il^  proved  very  destructive  to  the  Allied  troops,  for 

flf%  ^^     ft^^*  thounand  of  their  number  perished  during  its  con- 

Hf$tti$W'^U  l>y  sickness  or  the  sword.^ 

TIm*  rjufiture  of  Tournay  was  extremely  important,  not 

^ifuH^lf*     m^*f^ijf  ifirfihUiUi  it  was  a  rich  and  populous  city,  but  gave 

^iCfh!^  Mi^  AllM  tfio  command  of  a  province  in  French  Flan- 

i'-I^^^  iUt",  r^nridrkable  for  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  its 

iiuiumoun  manufactures.      No  sooner  was  it  taken  than 

(Im*  Alliml  nfiUonU  turned  their  oyon  to  Mens,  the  next 
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great  fortress  on  the  road  to  Paris,  and  which,  with  chap. 
Valenciennes,  constituted  the  only  remaining  strongholds  ^"' 
that  lay  on  that  line  between  them  and  Paris.  But  it  *709. 
was  no  easy  matter  to  see  how  this  was  to  be  accom- 
plished, for  Villars'  lines,  which  were  extremely  long; 
lay  between,  and  Mous  could  not  be  reached  but  by 
breaking  through  them  at  some  point.  But  nothing  is 
impossible  to  genius  and  perseverence.  The  vigilant 
eyes  of  Marlborough  and  Eugene  detected  the  weak 
point  of  the  French  marshal's  position,  which,  so 
strengthened  as  to  be  impregnable  behind  the  Scheldt 
and  the  Scarpe,  was  less  formidable  behind  the  Trouille. 
There  accordingly  it  was  resolved  to  make  the  attempt 
to  force  them.  So  anxious  was  Marlborough  to  hasten 
operations  against  Mons  that  on  the  31st  August,  an- 
ticipating the  surrender  of  the  citadel  of  Toumay,  he 
despatched  Lord  Orkney  with  all  the  grenadiers  of  the 
army,  and  twenty  squadrons,  to  surprise  St  Ghislain, 
and  secure  the  passage  of  the  Haine.  On  the  3d, 
the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel  was  sent  after  him  with 
four  thousand  foot  and  sixty  squadrons.  Lord  Orkney, 
on  arriving  on  the  banks  of  the  Haine,  found  the  pas- 
sage so  strongly  guarded  that  he  did  not  deem  it  prudent 
to  alarm  the  enemy,  or  reveal  the  real  point  of  attack 
by  attempting  to  force  it.  The  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel, 
however,  was  more  fortunate.  He  marched  with  such 
extraordinary   diligence    that  he  got  over   forty-nine » Hist,  de 

M     IK    *** 

English  miles  in  fifty-six  successive  hours — a  rapidity  of  90-92.' 
advance,  for  such  a  distance,  that  had  never  been  pre-  19, 2i. ' 
viously  surpassed,  though  it  has  been  outdone  in  later  284, 285.* ' 
times.^  *     By  this  means  he  reached  the  Haine  on  the 

*  Mackenzie's  brigade,  which  joined  Wellington's  army  after  the  battle  of 
TalaTera,  marched  sixty-two  English  miles  in  twenty-six  hours. — Napier, 
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oHAP.     other  side  of  Mous,^  and  surprised  the  passage  near 
^"'      Obourg,  at  two  in  the  morning  of  the  6  th,  and  at  noon 
1709.     entered  the  French  lines  of  the  Trouille  without  oppo- 
sition,  the   enemj   retiring  with    precipitation   as    be 
advanced. 

Marlborough  was  not  slow  in  improving  the  advan- 
Positions  tage  thus  gained  by  his  adventurous  lieutenant  He 
MaSik/  immediately  extended  his  forces  over  the  valley  of  the 
thSines  Trouille,  fixed  his  headquarters  at  the  abbey  of  Belian, 
werepast  .  ^^^  ^.^^^  ^^.^  ^  .^^^^  occupicd  iu  Strength  the  important 

plateau  of  Jemappes,  which  intercepted  the  communica- 
tion between  Mens  and  Valenciennes.  It  was  on  this 
height  that  the  famous  battle  was  fought  with  the  French 
Republicans  under  Dumourier  in  1792 — another  proof, 
among  the  many  which  history  aflFords,  how  frequently 
the  crisis  of  war,  at  long  distances  of  time  from  each 
other,  takes  place  in  the  same  vicinity.  By  this  decisive 
movement,  Marlborough  gained  an  immense  advantage  ; 
— Mons  was  now  passed,  and  invested  on  the  side  of 
France;  and  the  formidable  lines,  thirty  leagues  in 
length,  on  which  Marshal  Villars  had  been  labouring 
with  such  assiduity  during  the  two  preceding  months, 
*  Maribo.    were  turned,  and  made  of  no  avail.      Immense  was  the 

rough  to  Mr 

8jajp**nj  impression  produced  in  France,  and  over  Europe,  by 
Iz  '7?*v^  ^his  decisive  stroke.  It  shook  the  confidence  of  military 
Cojw,^.  men  m  the  lines  of  defence,  on  which  so  much  reliance 
Hutdo  had  hitherto  been  placed,  and  spread  a  general  belief 
90-92.'  that  the  Allied  generals  were  invincible,  since,  with  so 
u.  285.  much  ease,  and  without  bloodshed,  they  had  rendered  nu- 
gatory the  boasted  defences  of  the  best  French  marshal^ 

ii.  412.  And  the  Ruf«ian  foot-guardB,  in  the  courao  of  the  advance  to  Paris^ 
after  the  combat  at  F«re-ChampenoiBe  in  March  1814,  marched  forty-ciglit 
milea  in  twenty-aix  houn. — ^Auiox'*  Europe^  o.  88,  i  37. 
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While  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  with  the  advanced    chap. 
guard  of  the  army,  gained  this  brilliant  success,  Marlbo-      ^^' 
rough  was  rapidly  following  with  the  main  body  in  the     ^709. 
same  direction.     The  force  besieging  Toumay  crossed  h«  ta^s 
the  Scheldt   at  the  bridge  of  that  town,  and  joined  unet,  ^d 
the  covering  force  under  Eugene.      From  thence  they  fiecn  them 
advanced  to  Siran,   where  they  were  joined  by  Lord  *"*  ^^""^^ 
Orkney  with  his  detachment,  which  had  failed  in  passing 
the  Haine.      On  the  6th,  having  learned  the  success  of 
the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  in  turning  the  enemy's  lines, 
and  getting  between  Mons  and  France,  the  Allied  generals 
pushed  on  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and,  leaving  their 
army  to  form  the  investment  of  Mons,  joined  the  Prince 
in  the  abbey  of  Belian.      Both   commanders  compli- 
mented his  Royal  Highness  highly  on  the  advantages 
he  had  gained  ;   but  he  replied,  ''  The  French  have 
deprived  me  of  the  glory  due  to  such  a  compliment,  since  Sept  6. 
they  have  not  even  waited  my  arrival."     In  truth,  such 
had  been  the  celerity  and  skill  of  his  dispositions  that 
they  had  rendered  resistance   hopeless,  and  achieved 
success  without  the  necessity  of  striking  a  blow.    Mean- 
while  Marshal  Bouflaers,  hearing  a  battle  was  imminent, ,  ^^^ 
arrived  in  the  camp  as  a  volunteer,  to  serve  under  Vil-  ^^}i' 

*  '  588-595. 

lars,  his  junior  in  military  service  * — a  noble  example  of  ^"i^- 
disinterested  patriotism,  which,  not  less  than  the  justly  Hist,  de 
popular  character  of  that  distinguished  general,  raised  90-92.' 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  French  soldiers  to  the  very  highest  286, 286. 
pitch.H     Everything  announced  a  more  sanguinary  and 

*  "  Le  plus  anoien  marfeehal  mandoft  k  Taatre — *  Je  yous  snpplle  de  me 
faire  eayoir  si  yous  approuvez  que  j'oie  llionDeur  de  me  rendre  demain 
prds  de  yous  ;  yous  satisferez  mon  impatience  de  yous  embrasser  et  de 
receYoir  moi-m6me  yob  ordres.  Je  puis  yous  assurer  qu'  aucun  de  yos  aides- 
de-camp  ne  les  ez6catera  ayec  plus  d'empressement  ni  de  plaisir  que  moi.'  ** — 
Bauffleri  d  Villart,  Ist  Sept.  1709 ;  HisL  de  Maribarough,  iii.  93. 

f  A  similar  incident  occurred  in  the  British  serrice,  when  Sir  Henry,  now 
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CHAP,     important  conflict  between  the  renowned  commanders 
^^^'      and  gallant  armies  now  arrayed  on  the  opposite  sides, 
1709.     lY^Qj^  hi^^  jqi  taken  place  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war. 

During  those  rapid  and  yigorous  movements,  which 
ConcenW  entirely  turned  and  broke  through  his  much-vaunted 
Allied  and  lincs  of  defcncc,  Villars  remained  with  the  great  body 
•nnies,  of  his  forccs  iu  a  state  of  inactivity.  Aware  that  he 
^'  '  was  to  be  attacked,  but  ignorant  where  the  blow  was 
likely  to  fall  first,  he  judged,  and  perhaps  rightly,  that 
it  would  be  hazardous  to  weaken  his  lines  at  any  one 
point  by  accumulating  forces  at  another.  No  sooner, 
however,  did  he  receive  intelligence  of  the  march  of 
the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel  than  he  broke  up  from  the 
lines  of  Douai,  now  pierced  and  rendered  useless,  and, 
hastily  collecting  his  forces,  advanced  towards  that 
adventurous  commander.  His  object  was  either  to  raise 
the  siege  of  Mons,  or  at  least  prevent  it  from  being 
entirely  invested.  For  this  purpose  he  made  for  the 
openings  in  the  woods,  or  troitSeSy  as  they  are  called,  of 
Louvi^re  and  Aulnoit,  and  drew  near  the  enemy's  posts 
on  the  Trouille.  At  two  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  his 
cavalry  approached  the  front  of  the  Prince's  position ; 
but  conceiving  the  whole  Allied  army  was  before  him, 
be  did  not  venture  to  make  an  attack  at  a  time  when 
his  great  superiority  of  force  would  have  enabled  him 
to  do  it  with  every  chance  of  success.  The  movement 
of  Villars,  however,  and  the  general  fethde-joie  which 
resounded  through  the  French  lines  on  the  arrival  of 

Jx>rd  Hardinge,  and  QoToraor-Qenond  of  India,  served  as  second  in  command 
to  Sir  Hugh  Gougb,  hia  senior  in  military  rank,  but  subordinate  in  station,  at 
the  glorious  battles  of  Feroxepore  and  Sobraon,  with  the  Sikhs.  How  iden- 
tical in  the  noble  and  heroic  spirit  in  aU  ages  and  countries !  It  forms  a  free- 
masonry throughout  the  world. 
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Marshal  Boufflers,  warned  the  Allied  leaders  that  a  chap. 
general  battle  was  at  hand.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  ^^' 
and  Prince  Eugene  were  dining  together  on  the  after-  ^^09. 
noon  of  the  7th,  when  intelligence  of  these  events  was 
brought  them :  thej  instantly  rose  from  table,  and  put 
themselves  at  the  head  of  their  respective  divisions  of 
the  army ;  and  orders  were  in  consequence  given  to  the 
whole  army  to  advance  at  four  o'clock  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  7th.  A  detachment  of  Eugene's  troops  was  left 
to  watch  Mons,  the  garrison  of  which  consisted  only  of 
eleven  weak  battalions  and  a  regiment  of  horse,  not 
mustering  above  five  thousand  combatants;  and  the 
whole  remainder  of  the  Allied  army,  ninety  thousand 
strong,  pressed  forward  in  dense  masses  into  the  level 
and  marshy  plain  in  the  middle  of  which  Mens  is  situ- 
ated. They  advanced  in  different  columns  headed  by 
Marlborough  and  Eugene  ;  and  never  was  a  more  mag- 
nificent spectacle  presented  than  when  the  troops,  con- 
sisting of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  defiled  in  the 
finest  order  from  the  woods  into  the  plain,  and  ascended 
the  undulating  ground  which  lies  to  the  south  of  that 
town.     They  arrived  at  night,  and  bivouacked  in  a  line  ^  Mi^ibo- 

•^  rough  to  Mr 

stretching  along  the  heights  of  Quaregnon,  near  Genly,  Sec.  BoTie, 

to  the  village  of  Quevy,  about  three  miles  in  length,  and  i709.  Dea. 

only  five  distant  from  the  enemy ;  so  that  it  was  evident  cixe,  ▼. 

that  a  £:eneral  battle  would  take  place  on  the  following  uist.  do 

day,  unless  V illars  was  prepared  to  abandon  Mons  to  93, 94! 

its  fate.^ 

The  French  marshal,  however,  had  no  intention  of 

39 
declining  the  combat.     His  army  was  entirely  fresh,  and  compoii- 

in  the  finest  order  :  it  had  engaged  in  no  previous  opera-  strra^  of 

tions ;  whereas  a  bloody  siege,  and  subsequent  fatiguing  army.""^ 

marches   in   bad  weather,   had  sensibly  weakened  the 
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OHAP.     strength,  though  they  had  not  depressed  the  spirits,  of 
^"-      the  Allied   soldiers.     The  vast  eflTorts  of  the  French 
1709.     government,  joined  to  the  multitude  of  recruits  which 
the  public  distress  had  impelled  into  the  army,  had  in 
an  extraordinary  degree  strengthened  its  ranks.     After 
making  provision  for   all  the  garrisons  and  detached 
posts  with  which  he  was  charged,  Villars  could  bring 
into  the  field  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  batta- 
lions, and  two  hundred  and  sixty  squadrons,  and  all 
raised  to  their  full   complement,  mustering  sixty-five 
thousand  infantry,  and  twenty-six  thousand  horse,  with 
eighty  guns — in  all,  with  the  artillery,  ninety-five  thou- 
sand combatants.     This  vast  array  had  the  advantages 
of  being  almost  entirely  of  one  nation,  speaking  one 
language,  and  being  animated  by  one  spirit ;  while  the 
Allied  force  was  a  motley  assemblage  of  many  different 
races  and  nations  of  men,  held  together  only  by  the  strong 
tie  of  military  success  and  confidence  in  their  generals. 
Both  armies  were  of  nearly  equal  strength ;  they  were 
under  the  command  of  the  ablest  and  most  intrepid 
commanders  of  their  day  ;  the  soldiers  of  both  had  long 
viUtffl,  ti.   acted  together,  and  acquired  confidence  in  each  other ; 
Cos«,T.      and  each   contained   that  intermixture  of  the  fire  of 
Hiit.dt      young  with  the  caution  of  veteran  troops,  which  affords 
97,98.       the  happiest  augury  of  military  success.     It  was  hard 
^wi  '*  to  predict,  between  such  antagonists,  to  which  side  the 
scales  of  victory  would  incline.^* 

The  face  of  the  country  occupied  by  the  French  army, 

*  The  relative  force  of  the  two  armies  was  as  follows : — 


Allib*.  Men. 

BattaUons,  189  1 
Squadrous,  252  /    ^^'"*^ 
Guns,  105 

Kaubmr,  709. 


Pabmch  avo  Davakiams.        Uun. 
BattalioDB, 


Squadrons, 
Ouns,  80 


130  ) 

2(i0   I      ^^'^^ 
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BdoD  to  be  the  theatre  of  the  great  battle  vhich  was  chap. 
approaching,  is  an  irregular  plateau,  interspersed  by  ^"' 
woods,  intersected  by  streams,  and  elevated  from  a  ^709. 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  feet  above  the  mea-  DaMri^ion 
dows  of  the  Trouille.  Mons  and  Bavay,  the  viUages  of  of  biltil 
Quevrain  and  Givry,  formed  the  angular  points  of  this 
broken  surface.  Extensive  woods  on  all  the  principal 
eminences  gave  diversity  and  beauty  to  the  landscape, 
and,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  added  much  to  the 
strength  of  the  position  as  defensible  ground  against  an 
enemy.  Near  Malplaqubt,  on  the  west  of  the  ridge,  is 
a  small  heath,  and  immediately  to  the  south  of  it  the 
ground  descends  by  a  rapid  slope  to  the  Hon,  which 
finds  its  way  to  the  Trouille,  which  it  joins  near  Cond^, 
by  a  circuitous  route  in  the  rear  of  the  French  position. 
The  streams  from  Malplaquet  to  the  northward  all  flow 
by  a  gentle  slope  through  steep  wooded  banks  to  the 
Trouille,  into  which  they  fall  near  Mons.  The  woods 
on  the  plateau  are  the  remains  of  a  great  natural  forest 
which  had  formerly  covered  the  whole  of  these  uplands, 
and  out  of  which  the  clearings  round  the  villages  and 
hamlets  which  now  exist,  have  been  cut  by  the  hands  of 
laborious  industry.  Two  woods  near  the  summit  level 
of  the  ground  are  of  a  great  extent,  and  deserve  parti- 
cular notice.  The  first,  called  the  wood  of  Lani^re, 
stretches  from  Longueville  in  a  north-easterly  direction 
to  Cauchie ;  the  second,  named  the  wood  Taisniere,  of 
still  larger  size,  extends  from  the  Chauss^  de  Bois  to 
the  village  of  Bouson.  Between  these  woods  are  two 
openings,  or  trouSeSy  as  they  are  called  in  the  country — 
the  Trouee  de  la  Louviere  and  the  Troupe  d'Aulnoit. 
Generally  speaking,  the  ground  occupied  by  the  French, 
and  which  was  to  be  the  theatre  of  the  battle,  may  be 
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CHAP,    described  as  a  rough  and  woody  natural  barrier,  stretch- 

^^^      ing  across  the  high  plateau  which  separates  the  Haine 

1709.     and  the  Trouille,  and  pervious  only  by  the  two  openings 

29,  S! ""'    of  Louviere  and  Aulnoit,  both  of  which  were  in  a  very 

great  degree  susceptible  of  defence.^* 

The  Allied  army  consisted  of  139  battalions  and  252 
NobUforee  sQuadrous,   with    105   guns,    mustering    93,000   com- 

on  botii 

ndM.  batants.  It  was  divided  into  two  corps,  the  one  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  Marlborough,  consisting  of 
104  battalions  and  1 63  squadrons  ;  the  other,  under  that 
of  Eugene,  mustered  66  battalions  and  108  squadrons. 
The  detachments  at  the  siege  of  Mons  and  at  Tour- 
nay  reduced  the  force  in  the  field  to  the  amount  above 
stated.  Eugene  had  the  post  of  honour  on  the  right, 
Marlborough  on  the  left.  The  two  armies,  therefore, 
were  as  nearly  as  possible  equal  in  point  of  military 
strength  —  a  slight  numerical  superiority  on  the  part 
of  the  French  being  compensated  by  a  superiority  of 
twenty-five  guns  on  that  of  the  Allies.  Among  the 
French  nobles  present  at  the  battle  were  no  less  than 
twelve  who  were  afterwards  marshals  of  France.f  The 
BOD  of  James  II.,  under  the  name  of  the  Chevalier  de 
St  George,  who  combined  the  graces  of  youth  with  the 

vif£S'?r    ^®^^^ry  valour  of  his  race,  was  there  ;    St  Hilaire 

2w.  Vox;  and  Folard,  whose  works  afterwards  threw  such  light 
T.  S2,s;i.  ° 

iiiit  de      on  military  science,  were  to  be  found  m  its  ranks.     The 

Marlb.  lit.       r>i        :t         ^        r>t  mr  •  i^.  ^m 

4».  Garde -du- Corps,    Mousquetaires    Gns,    Grenadiers-k- 

Chcval,  French,  Swiss,  and  Bavarian  guards,^  as  well 

*  The  author  haH  pamed  over  the  ground,  and  can  attest  the  accuracy  of 
tlie  description  here  given. 

t  Vis.,  Artagnan,  Mar6chal  de  Montesquieu;  De  Quiche,  lfar6chal  do 
Qramniont;  Puysegur,  Muutmorend,  Coigny,  BrogUe,  Chaulnes,  Nangis, 
iHenghicn,  Duraii,  Houdaucourt,  and  Sanneterre.  The  monarchy  noTor  sent 
forth  a  nobler  array. 


MABLBOBOUQH,  45 

Bs  the  Trish  Brigade,  stood  among  the  combatants.     The    chap. 

Montmorencies  were   there,  and  the  De  Guiches,  the    L 

De   Grammonts   and   De   Coignys.     The   reverses   of     ^^09. 
•  Louis  had  called  forth  the  flower  of  the  nobility,  as 
well  as  the  last  reserves  of  the  monarchy. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9  th,  Marlborough  and 
Eugene  were  on  the  look-out  at  the  Mill  of  Sart,  with  Prepantory 
a  strong  escort,  consisting  of  thirty  squadrons  of  horse,  on  both 
From  the  reports  brought  in,  it  was  soon  ascertained  interfenne« 
that   the  whole   forces  of  the   French  were  marching  Datch  de- 
towards  the  plain  of  Malplaquet,  on  the  west  of  the  ^pl\ 
plateau,  and  that   Villars  himself  was  occupying   the 
woods  of  Lani^re  and  Taisni^re.      His  headquarters 
were  at  Blaugnies,  in  the  rear  of  the  centre.     The  two 
armies  were  now  only  a  league  and  a  half  separate,  and 
Marlborough  and  Eugene  were  clear  for  immediately 
attacking  the   enemy,   before   they  could  add   to  the 
natural   strength   of  their  position   by   intrenchments. 
But  the  Dutch  deputies,  Hooft  and  Goslinga,  interfered, 
as  they  had  done  on  a  similar  occasion  between  Wavre 
and  Waterloo,  and  strongly  insisted  on  the  risk  which 
would  be  run  if  a  general  battle  were  hazarded  with  an 
enemy  so  strongly  posted.      "How  many  men,*'  said 
they,  "  shall  we  sacrifice  before  we  can  force  an  enemy 
so  strongly  intrenched,  who  will  fight  from  one  post  to 
another,  and  if  he  is  worsted  can  retire  without  difficulty 
or  design  ?  whereas  we,  in  case  of  defeat,  shall  be  cut  up  Marib.  m. 
by  the  garrisons  of  Maubeuge,  Conde,  Mons,  and  Valen-  luiuset,  ii. 
ciennes/'^ 

Aware,  from  long  experience,  that  the  Dutch  deputies 
would  oppose  whatever  he  appeared  eagerly  to  insist 
for,  Marlborough  gave  his  opinion  with  moderation  in 
favour  of  an  immediate  attack,  without  waiting  for  the 
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CHAP,  troops,  consisting  of  twentj-six  battalions,  which  would 
^"'  arrive  the  day  following  from  the  lines  before  Toumay. 
1709.     Eugene  spoke  with  more  warmth,  but  still  counselled 

43. 

cbinioiiB     a  delay  in  the  attack  till  the  troops  came  up  from  Tour- 
ronghMid    nay.     "  Your  prudence,"  said  he,  addressing  the  Dutch 
SefwuMii  deputies,  "  is  excessive.     The  enemy  before  you  is  not 
8b^9.      80  strong  as  he  whom  you  have  often  defeated.     His 
best  soldiers  have  perished  at  Hochstedt,  at  Cassano,  at 
Ramilies,  at  Turin,  at  Oudenarde  ;  there  are  not  twenty 
thousand  men  in  his  army  who  are  not  new  levies.     The 
multitude  of  his  intrenchments  is  a  proof  of  his  weak- 
ness, and  of  the  little  confidence  which  the  generals  have 
in  their  troops.     That  army  is  the  last  effort  of  exhausted 
France ;  let  us  dare  to  attack  it ;  we  shall  disperse  it, 
and  the  enemy  of  Europe  will  find  himself  constrained 
to  take  the  law  from  our  hands.     Our  soldiers,  who  are 
animated  by  the  recollection  of  a  long  series  of  successes, 
await  with  impatience  the  result  of  this  council ;  they 
will  regard  it  as  an  insult  if  the  result  is  not  conform- 
able to  their  wishes.     Our  true  wisdom  is  to  reckon  con- 
fidently on  their  valour,  which  during  seven  years  has 
1  RooMei,    never  disappointed  us.     I  may  perhaps  add  that  they 
Hirt.de      are  led  by  the  same  chief,  who  will  know  how  to  guide 
99,  lob!"'    them  on  the  path  of  victory,  which  is  not  altogether 
unknown  to  them."^ 

The  result  of  these  deliberations  was  a  middle  course, 

44. 

lUfuitof  which,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  proved  in  the  end  the 
Untiom!'  most  pcrilous  which  could  have  been  adopted.  It  was 
resolved  to  fight  rather  than  abandon  the  siege  of  Mons, 
and  attack  the  enemy  if  he  did  not  himself  become  the 
assailant,  but  to  delay  the  confiict  till  the  reinforcement 
of  twenty-six  battalions  came  up  from  Tournay,  and  till 
St  Ghislain,  which  commanded  a  passage  over  the  Haine, 
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was  taken.     This  was  done  next  day,  the  fort  being    chap. 
carried  by  escalade,  and  its  garrison  of  two  hundred      ^"* 
men  made  prisoners ;  and  on  the  day  following  all  the      ^7^- 
reserves  from  Tournay  came  up.     But  these  advantages, 
which  in  themselves  were  not  inconsiderable,  were  dearly 
purchased    by    the    time    which    Villars    gained    for 
strengthening  his  position.     Instead  of  pushing  on  to 
attack   the   Allies,  as  Marlborough   and    Eugene  had 
expected,  in  order  to  raise  the  siege  of  Mons,  that  able 
commander  employed  himself  with  the  utmost  skill  and 
vigour  in  throwing  up  intrenchments  in  every  part  of  his 
position.     He  did  this  with  such  judgment  and  energy, 
and  took  such  skilful   advantage  of  all  the  defences 
which  the  ground  afforded,  that  by  the  morning  of  the  *  Hist,  de 
11th  the  position  was  wellnigh  impregnable,  and  unques-  loo,  ibi.' 
tionably  would  have  proved  so  to  any  other  troops  but  84, 36. ' 
those  of  Eugene  and  Marlborough.^ 

The  nature  of  the  ground  singularly  favoured  his 
efforts.      The    heights   he  occupied,   plentifully   inter-  vniaw  fofw 

J         •  -,  J  t  •  r  t  tifiea  his 

spersed  with  woods  and  emmences,  formed  a  concave  position, 
semicircle,  the  artillery  from  which  enfiladed  on  all 
sides  the  little  plain  of  Malplaquet,  so  as  to  render 
it,  in  Dumont's  words,  "une  trouee  d'enfer,"  which 
could  not  be  approached  without  destruction.  Around 
this  semicircle,  redoubts,  palisades,  abattis,  and  stock- 
ades, were  disposed  with  such  skill  and  judgment,  that, 
literally  speaking,  there  was  not  a  single  inequality 
of  ground  ^and  there  were  many)  which  was  not  turned 
to  good  account.  The  two  trouees  or  openings,  in 
particular,  already  mentioned,  by  which  it  was  fore- 
seen the  Allies  would  endeavour  to  force  an  entrance, 
were  so  enfiladed  by  cross  batteries  as  to  be  wellnigh 
unassailable.     Twenty  pieces  of  artillery  were  placed  on 
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CHAP,     a  redoubt  situated  on  an  eminence  near  the  centre  of 

^"'      the  field  ;  the  remainder  were  arranged  along  the  field- 

1709.     works,  constructed  along  the  lines.     These  fieldworks 

and  intrenchments  were  so  lofty  and  regular,  that  it 

appeared  scarcely  possible  even  for  the  bravest  troops  to 

surmount  them ;  and  the  French  army,  posted  on  their 

summit  or  behind  their  enclosures,  seemed  rather  in  a 

\.^^^    regular  fortress  than  in  a  field  of  battle.     Half  the  army 

Dumont's    labourcd  at  these  works  without  a  moment's  intermission 

Mil.  Hist. 

ii.  381-386.  during  the  whole  of  the  9th  and  10th,  while  the  other 
770.  coxe,  were  under  arms,  ready  to  repel  any  attack  which  might 
Hist,  do  be  hazarded.  With  such  rigour  were  the  operations 
105-107.  conducted,  that  by  the  night  of  the  10th  the  position 
was  deemed  impregnable.^ 

The  Allied  forces  passed  these  two  days  in  inactivity, 
punofmi-  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  from  Toumay 
AUiedgene-  which  the  couucil  of  War  had  deemed  indispensable  to 
10.  the   commencement  of  operations.     Meanwhile   Marl- 

borough and  Eugene  had  repeatedly  reconnoitred  the 
enemy's  position,  and  were  fully  aware  of  its  growing 
strength.  Despairing  of  openly  forcing  such  formidable 
lines,  defended  by  an  army  so  numerous  and  gallant, 
they  resolved  to  combine  their  first  attack  with  a  power- 
ful demonstration  in  rear.  With  this  view,  the  rear- 
guard, of  nineteen  battalions  and  ten  squadrons,  which 
was  coming  up  from  Tournay  under  General  Withers, 
received  orders  not  to  join  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
but,  stopping  short  at  St  Ghislain,  to  cross  the  Haine 
there,  and,  traversing  the  wood  of  Blangies  by  a  country 
road,  to  assail  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy  at  the  farm 
of  La  Folic,  when  the  combat  had  been  seriously  begun 
in  front.  Baron  Schulemberg  was  to  attack  the  left  flank 
of  the  intrenchments  in  the  wood  of  Taisniere  with  forty 
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of  Eugene's  battalions,  supported   by  forty  pieces   of    chap. 
cannon,  so  placed  that  their  shot  reached  every  part      ^"' 
of  the  wood ;  while  Count  Lottum  was  to  assail  their     ^^^• 
right  flank  with  twenty-two  battalions.      To    distract 
the  enemy's  attention,  other  attacks  were  directed  along 
the  whole  line ;   but  the  main  efibrt  was  to  be  made 
by  Eugene's  corps  on  the  wood  of   Taisniere,  and  it 
was  from  the  co-operation  of  the  attacks  of  Lottum  and 
Withers  on  its  flanks  that  decisire  success  was  expected. 
All  the  corps  had  reached  their  respective  points  of 
destination  on  the  evening  of  the  10th.     Eugene  and^Mttib. 
Schulemberg  were  grouped  near  Sart,  in  four  lines,  in  den'arot 
front  of  Taisniere ;  the  Allied  position  extended  from  d4.  t.  617. 
Aulnois  on  the  left  to  Frameries  on  the  right ;  and  the  784, 785. 
men  lay  down  to  sleep,  anxiously  awaiting  the  dawn  of  40.^*/' 
the  eventful  morrow.^ 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  11th,  divine  service 
was  performed  with  the  utmost  decorum  at  the  head  of  FeeUnn  of 
every  regiment,  and  listened  to  by  the  soldiers,  after  the  onh^th  *" 
example  of  their  chief,  with  the  most  devout  attention,  te^n  i^. 
The  utmost  regularity  pervaded  the  ranks,  as,  with  a 
slow  but  steady  step,  the  troops  marched  from  their 
bivouacs  to  the  posts  assigned  them  in  the  field.  The 
awful  nature  of  the  occasion,  the  momentous  interests  at 
stake,  the  uncertainty  who  might  survive  to  the  close  of 
the  day,  the  protracted  struggle  soon  to  be  brought  to  a 
decisive  issue,  had  banished  all  lighter  feelings,  and 
impressed  a  noble  character  on  that  impressive  solemnity. 
A  thick  fog  overspread  the  field,  under  cover  of  which 
the  troops  marched  to  their  appointed  stations  :  the 
guns  were  brought  forward  to  the  grand  battery  in  the 
centre,  which  was  protected  on  either  side  by  an  Spaule- 
ment  to  prevent  an  enfilade.     No  sooner  did  the  French 

VOL.  II.  D 
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OHAP.     outposts  give  notice  that  the  Allies  were  preparing  for 
^"'      an  attack  than  the  whole  army  stood  to  their  arms,  and 
1709.     2M  the  working-parties,  who  were  still   toiling  in  the 
trenches,  cast   aside  their  tools,  and  joyfully  resumed 
their  places  in  the  ranks.     Never,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  had  the  spirit  of  the  French  soldiers 
been  so  high,  or  had  so   enthusiastic   a   feeling  been 
infused  into  every  bosom.      They  looked  forward  with 
confidence  to  regaining,  under  their  beloved  commander, 
Marshal  Villars,  the  laurels  which  had  been  withered  in 
eight  successive  campaigns,  and  arresting  the  flood  of 
conquest  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  their  country. 
When  the  general  mounted  his  horse  at  seven,  loud 
cries  of  "  Vive  le  Roi !"  "  Vive  le  Marechal  de  Villars!'* 
burst  from  their  ranks.     He  himself  took  the  command 
of  the  left,  giving  the  post  of  honour  on  the  right,  in 
courtesy,  to  Marshal  Boufflers.     On   the  Allied  side, 
enthusiasm  was  not  so  loudly  expressed,  but  confidence 
was  not  the  less  strongly  felt.     It  was  the  anniversary 
of  the  glorious  victory  of  the  Zenta,  gained  on  Septem- 
ber 11,  1697,  by  Prince  Eugene  over  150,000  Turks. 
The  soldiers  all  knew  this,  and  relied  with  reason  on  the 
tried  and  splendid  abilities  of  their  chiefs,  on  their  own 
experienced  constancy  and  success  in  the  field.     They 
bad  the  confidence  of  veteran  soldiei^s,  who  had  long 
fought   and   conquered  together.      In  allusion  to   the 
numerous   fieldworks  before   them,  which  almost  con- 
cealed the  enemy's  ranks  from  their  view,  the  sarcastic 
1  udjard,  expression  passed  through  the  ranks,  '*  We  are  again 
Com,  t.  '  about  to  make  war  on  moles."     The  fog  still  lingered  on 
Hift  de      the  ground,  so  as  to  prevent  the  gunners  seeing  to  take 
10^  ibiV    aim  ;  but  at  half-past  seven  it  cleared  up,  the  sun  broke 
forth  with  uncommon  brilliancy,^  and  immediately  the 
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fire  commenced  M^ith  the  utmost  vigour  from  the  artillery     chap. 
on  both  sides.  ^"' 

For  about  half-an-hour  the  cannon  continued  to  ^^^' 
thunder,  so  as  to  reach  every  part  of  the  field  of  battle  Commence- 
with  their  balls,  when  Marlborough  moved  forward  his  battle. 
troops  in  Echelon,  the  left  in  front,  in  order  to  commence 
his  projected  attack  on  the  French  centre  and  left.  The 
Dutch,  who  were  on  the  left,  agreeably  to  the  orders 
they  had  received,  which  were  merely  to  threaten  and 
not  make  a  real  attack  for  half-an-hour,  halted  when 
within  range  of  grape,  and  a  violent  cannonade  was 
merely  exchanged  on  both  sides ;  but  Count  Lottum, 
who  commanded  the  centre  of  twenty-two  battalions, 
continued  to  press  on,  regardless  of  the  storm  of  shot 
and  grape  with  which  he  was  assailed,  and  when  well 
into  the  enemy's  line  he  brought  up  his  left  shoulders, 
and  in  three  lines  attacked  the  right  of  the  wood  of 
Taisni^re.  Schulemberg,  at  the  same  time,  with  his 
forty  battalions  to  the  right  of  Lottum,  advanced 
against  the  wood  of  Taisni^re  in  front ;  while  Lord 
Orkney,  with  his  fifteen  battalions,  as  Lottum's  men 
inclined  to  the  right,  marched  straight  forward  to  the 
gi'ound  they  had  occupied,  and  menaced  the  intrench- 
ment  before  him  in  the  opening.  Eugene,  who  was 
with  Schulemberg^s  men,  advanced  without  firing  a 
shot,  though  sufiering  dreadfully  from  grape,  till  within 
pistol-shot  of  the  batteries.  They  were  there,  however, 
received  by  so  terrible  a  discharge  of  all  arms  from  the 
intrenchments — the  French  soldiers  laying  their  pieces 
deliberately  over  the  parapet,  and  taking  aim  within 
twenty  yards  of  their  opponents — that  they  recoiled 
above  two  hundred  yards,  and  were  only  brought  back 
to  the  charge  by  the  heroic  efibrts  of  Eugene,  who 
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CHAP,     exposed  his  person  in  the  very  front  of  the  line.     Dur- 

^^'      ing  this  conflict  three  battalions  under  Gauvain,  brought 

1709.     ijp  f^Quj  tij3  blockade  of  Mens,  stole  unperceired,  amidst 

786.  Com,  the  tumult  iu  front,  into  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the 

Hilt,  de]     wood  of  Taisni^re,  and  were  making  some  progress,  when 

107^  lis!**    they  were  met  by  three  battalions  of  French  troops,  and 

LsS!***'     a  vehement  fire  of  musketry  soon  rang  in  the  recesses  of 

the  wood.^ 

Meanwhile,    Marlborough   in   person  led   on   d'Au- 
Mmriii)^      vergne's    cavalry   in   support   of    Lottum's  men,   who 
AdMpenita  spccdily  werc  engaged  in  a  most  terrific  conflict.     They 
e«rriMth«   bore  without  flinching  the  fire  of  the  French  brigade  du 
Taimi^n.    Rd,  which  manned  the  opposite  works,  and,  crossing  a 
ravine  and  small  morass  which  had  been  deemed  impass- 
able, rushed  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  the  most  deter- 
mined resolution,  right  against  the  intrenchment.     So 
vehement  was  the  onset,  so  impetuous  the  rush,  that 
some  of  the  leading  files  actually  reached  the  summit  of 
the  parapet,  and  those  behind  pushing  vehemently  on, 
the  redoubt  was  carried  amidst  deafening  cheers.     But 
Villars  was  directly  in  its  rear,  and  he  immediately  led 
up  in  person  a  brigade  in  the  finest  order,  which  expelled 
the  assailants  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  regained 
the  work.     Marlborough  upon  this  charged  at  the  head 
of  d'Auvergne's  cavalry  ;  and  that  gallant  body  of  men, 
three  thousand  strong,  dashed  forward,  and  entered  the 
intrenchments,  which  were  at  the  same  time  turned  on 
« lunmt,    their  ri£;ht,  and  surrounded  by  some  of  Lottum's  batta- 
KMdij^     lions.     While  this  desperate  conflict  was  going  on  in 
coM,T.'     front  and  flank  of  the  wood,  Withers,  with  his  corps 
Hbi.  d«     brought  up  from  Toumay,  was  silently,  and  with  gi-eat 
109, 110.'    caution,  entering  the  wood  on  the  side  of  La  Folie,^  and 
bad  already  made  considerable  progress  before  any  great 


HAfiLBOBOUQH.  53 

efforts  were  made  to  expel  them.     The  adyance  of  this    ohap. 
corps  in  his  rear  rendered  it  impossible  for  Villars  any      ^"' 
longer  to  maintain  the  advanced  line  of  works  in  the     ^^09. 
front  of  the  wood  ;    it  was  therefore  abandoned,  but 
slowly,   and  in    admirable   order— the  troops   retiring 
through  the  trees  to  the  second  line  of  works  in  their 
rear,   which   they  prepared  to  defend  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. 

While  this  bloody  conflict  was  raging  in  and  around 
the  wood  of  Taisniere,  the  half-hour  during  which  the  BioodyV 
Prince  of  Orange  had  been  directed  to  suspend  his  l^ia^of 
attack  had  elapsed,  and  that  gallant  chief,  impatient  of  tiM  i&!^^ 
inactivity  when  the  battle  was  raging  with  such  fury  on 
his  right,  resolved  to  move  forward  in  good  earnest. 
His  troops,  almost  all  auxiliaries  in  the  service  of  Hol- 
land, were  of  various  nations,  but  all  veterans  of  the 
most  determined  bravery.  The  Scotch  brigade,  led  on 
by  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  headed  the  column  on 
the  left ;  to  their  right  were  the  Dutch,  under  Spaar 
and  Oxenstiem  ;  while  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  with 
twenty-one  squadrons,  was  in  reserve  to  support  and 
follow  the  infantry  into  the  works,  when  an  opening  was 
made.  On  the  word  "march''  being  given,  the  troops 
of  these  various  nations,  with  rival  courage,  advanced  to 
the  attack.  The  Scotch  Highlanders,  headed  by  the 
gallant  TuUibardine,^  eldest  son  of  the  Duke  of  Athole, 
rushed  impetuously  forward  to  the  assault  despite  a  tre- 
mendous fire  of  grape  and  musketry  which  issued  from 
the  works,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  top  of  the 
intrenchment.  A  second  line  of  intrenchments  was 
carried  in  like  manner  ;  and  if  an  adequate  reserve  had 

*  The  regiments  of  Tullibardine  and  Hepburn  were  almost  all  Athole 
Highlanders. 
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ORAP.    been  at  hand  to  support  them^  this  part  of  the  line  would 
^"'      have  been  secured,  and  the  battle  gained.    But  the  assail-^ 
^709.     ants  were  too  weak,  the  enemy  too  strong,  for  immediate 
success.     The  Prince  of  Orange  had  no  reserve  ;  all  his 
troops  had  hurried  to  the  assault :  he  had  only  forty 
battalions   to   the   French   seventy  opposed   to   them. 
But  before  they  could  deploy  they  were  charged  by  the 
French  infantry  in  close  order,  and  driven  out  of  the 
intrenchments.    TuUibardine  met  a  glorious  death  in  the 
redoubt  he  had  won.     Equally  gallant  was  the  assault, 
and  unfortunate  in  the  end  the  result,  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  attack  on  the  right  of  the  left  towards  the 
French  centre.     There,  too,  by  a  vehement  rush,  the 
intrenchment  was   earned ;   but   the   men   which   sur- 
mounted it  had  no  sooner  penetrated  it  than  they  were 
attacked  by  Boufflers,  at  the  head  of  fresh  troops  in 
close  order  in  front,  while  a  powerful  battery  opened 
1  RMsier,    with  grapc  on  their  flank.     This  double  attack  proved 
T.5I-6S.  '  irresistible  ;  the  assailants  were  pushed  out  of  the  works 
94, 95.    '   with  dreadful  slaughter.     Spaar  lay  dead  on  the  spot ; 
Hamilton  was  carried  ofi^  wounded.  ^ 

Seeing  his  men  recoil,  the  Prince  of  Orange  seized 

Heroic'but  a  Standard,  and  advancing  alone  to  the  slope  of  the  in- 

Jforuo^he  trenchment,  said  aloud,  "  Follow  me,  my  friends ;  here 

Or^^  to    is  your  post.''     But  it  was  all  in  vain  :  it  was  no  longer 

oomui.  *  possible  to  force  the  enemy's  works.     Boufflers'  men 

from  the  French  second  line  had  now  closed  up  with 

the  first,  which  lined  the  works,  and  a  dense  mass  of 

bayonets,  six  deep,  bristled  at  their  summit  behind  the 

embrasures  of  the  guns.     A  dreadful  rolling  fire  issued 

from  them ;    their   position   could   be   marked  by  the 

ceaseless  line  of  flame,  even  through  the  volumes  of 

smoke  which  enveloped  them  on  all  sides ;  and  at  length. 
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after  displaying  the  most  heroic  valour,  the  Prince  of    chap. 
Orange  was  obliged  to  draw  oflF  his  men,  with  the  loss  of     ^"' 
three  thousand  killed,  and  twice  that  number  wounded      ^709. 
Instantly  the  brigade  of  Navarre  issued  with  loud  shouts 
out  of  the   intrenchments.     Several  Dutch   battalions 
were  driven  back,  and  some  colours,  with  an  advanced 
battery,  fell  into  the   enemy's  hands.     Boufflers  sup- 
ported this  sally  by  his  grenadiers-d-cheval ;  but  the 
Dutch  infantry,  even  in  the  moment  of  repulse,  presented 
so  steady  a  front  that  they  overawed  their  pursuers. 
As   they   slowly    retired,   discharging   volleys   all    the  h.  is^jsa. 
way,  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel  came  up  with  his  well-  Hist.  d« 
appointed  squadrons   on  the  other  side,  and,   after  a  iio[  in. 
short  struggle,  drove  the  French  back  into  their  works.^ 
Hearing  that  matters  were  in  this  precarious  state  on 
the  left,  Marlborough  galloped  from  the  right  centre,  Maribo- 
accompanied  by  his  staff,  where  Lottum's  infantry  and  tens  to  th« 
d'Auvergne's  horse  had  gained  such  important  ad  van-  mt^mthe 
tages.      Matters   ere  long   became   so   alarming    that 
Eugene  also  followed  in  the  same  direction.     The  attack 
on  the  left  was  renewed  with  the  aid  of  four  battalions 
of  Hanoverians  under  general  Rantzau,  and  the  intrench- 
ment  in  front  of  them  carried ;  but  after  they  got  in, 
the  assailants  were  again  mowed  down  by  grape-shot 
from  the  works  behind,  and,  charged  by  Steckomberg, 
driven   out  with  dreadful  loss.      All  the  Hanoverian 
officers,  except  three,  were  killed  or  wounded  ;  and  the 
French,  in  this  terrible  struggle,  also  sustained  a  grievous 
loss,  including  Steckomberg,  who  here  closed  his  long 
and  honourable  career.     On  his  way  along  the  rear  of 
the  line  the  English  general  had  at  once  ocular  demon- 
stration of  the  terrible  reverse  which  had  been  experi- 
enced, and  of  the  heroic  spirit  with  which  his  troops 
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cHAj*.    were  auimatod  ;  for  he  saw  the  shattered  remains  of  the 

^"-      DuUii  iufaatrj  relactantly  measoring  back  their  steps 

iTw.     bejoud  the  reach  of  grape-shot,  and  numbers  of  the 

wounded  Dutch  and  HanoTerians,  whose  hurts  had  just 

been  bound  up  bj  the  surgeons,  again  hastening  to  the 

front,  to  join  their  comrades — ^though  some,  faint  fix)m 

the  loss  of  blood,  yet  tottered  under  the  weight  of  their 

muskets.      The  reserves  were  hastily  directed  to  the 

menaced  front,  and  by  their  aid  the  combat  was  in  some 

degree  restored  in  that  quarter  ;  while  Marlborough  and 

iKimw,    Eugene  laboured  to  persuade  the  Prince  of  Orange, 

Com,  t.'     who  was  bumiug  with  anxiety  at  all  hazards  to  renew 

Uut.4t      the  attack,  that  his  operations  were  only  intended  as  a 

iii,i'i£''    feint,  and  that  the  real  effort  was  to  be  made  on  the 


jTiSsr^      right,  where  considerable  progress  had   already  been 
made.  ^ 

Order  was  hardly  restored  in  this  quarter  when  in- 
A  Ticoronf  telligeucc  arrived  from  the  right  that  the  enemy  were 
viUanon    assumiug  the  initiative  in  the  wood  of  Taisniere,  and 
wMktni  his  were  pressing  hard  upon  the  troops  both  at  La  Folie 
whiehiiAri.  and  iu  front  of  the  wood.     In  fact,  Villars,  alarmed  at 
prap^  to  the  progress  of  the  enemy  on  his  left  in  the  wood,  had 
drawn  considerable  reinforcements  from  his  centre,  and 
sent  them   to   the  threatened  quarter.      Marlborough 
instantly  saw  the  advantage  which  this  weakening  of 
the  enemy's  centre  was  likely  to  give  him.     While  he 
hastened  back,  therefore,  with  all  imaginable  expedi- 
tion to  the  right,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
in  that  quarter,  he  directed  Lord  Orkney  to  advance, 
supported  by  a  powerful  body  of  horse  on  each  flank, 
directly  in  at  the  opening  between  the  two  woods,  and 
if   possible    force   the   enemy's    intrenchments    in  the 
centre,  now  stripped  of  their  principal  defenders.    These 
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dispositions,  adopted  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  chap. 
instantly  acted  upon,  proved  entirely  successful.  Eugene  ^'' 
galloped  to  the  extreme  right,  and  renewed  the  attack  i709. 
with  Schulemberg's  men,  while  Withers  again  pressed 
on  the  rear  of  the  wood  near  La  Folie.  So  vigorous  was 
the  onset,  that  the  Allies  gained  ground  on  both  sides 
of  the  wood ;  and  Villars,  hastening  up  with  the  French 
guards  to  restore  the  combat  near  La  Folie,  rcceired  a 
wound  in  the  knee,  when  gallantly  heading  a  charge  of 
bayonets,  which  obliged  him  to  quit  the  field.  Unable 
any  longer  to  sit  on  horseback,  he  was  placed  at  his 
earnest  desire  in  a  chair,  that  he  might  see  the  battle, 
and  continue  in  the  field ;  but  the  pain  of  the  wound 
and  loss  of  blood  soon  became  such  that  he  fainted,  and 
was  carried  senseless  to  Quesnoy.  Eugene  also  was 
wounded  on  the  head  while  rallying  his  men,  and  lead- 
ing them  gallantly  to  the  charge.  His  attendants  pressed 
liim  to  retire,  that  the  wound  might  be  dressed  ;  but  he 
replied,  "  If  I  am  fated  to  die  here,  to  what  purpose 
dress  the  wound  ?  If  I  survire,  it  will  be  time  enough 
in  the  erening."  With  these  words  he  advanced  again  ^ 
to  the  head  of  the  line ;  and  the  troops,  animated  by  ii.  289^1. 

Kaosler, 

the  heroism  of  their  beloved  general,  who  pressed  on  789.   Hiit. 
though   the   blood   was  streaming   over  his  shoulders,  lii.  112-114. 
followed  with   such  impetuosity  that  the  works  were  56, 57. '  ^ 
carried,  and  the  victors  re-entered  the  wood  pell-mell  93,  u. 
with  the  broken  enemy.^ 

In  the  centre   still  more  decisive  advantages  were 
gained.     Lord  Orkney  there  made  the  attack  with  such  DecUiv« 
vigour    that    the   intrenchments,   now   not   adequately  UrdOrk- 
manned,  were  at  once  carried ;  and  the  hoi*se,  following  ^lue. 
rapidly  on  the  traces  of  the  foot-soldiers,  broke  through 
at  the  openings  between  the  works,  and  spread  them- 
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CHAP,     selves  orer  the  plain,  cutting  down  the  fugitiyes  in  every 
^^^*      direction.     Meanwhile  the  guns  on  the  summit  of  the 
1709.     works  which  had  been  carried  wheeled  round,  opened 
a  tremendous  fire  on  the  dense  masses  of  the  French 
in  their  rear,  who  had  no  defence  against  the  fire  of 
intrenchments  bj  which  they  expected  to  be  protected. 
Confusion,  accordingly,  prevailed  in  the  rear  ;  the  retir- 
ing infantry  got  mingled  with  the  reserve  cavalry,  and 
the  grape-shot  fell  with  unerring  efiect  on  both.     Marl- 
borough, upon  seeing  this  advantage,  instantly  gave  the 
grand  battery  of  forty  cannon  in  the  Allied  centre  orders 
to  advance.     With  the  utmost  rapidity  the  guns  were 
limbered  up,  and  moving  on  at  a  quick  trot.    They  soon 
passed  the  intrenchments  in  the  centre,  and,  facing  to  the 
right  and  left,  opened  a  tremendous  fire  of  canister  and 
grape  on  the  dense  masses  of  the  French  cavalry  which 
stood  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry,  who  were  almost  all  in 
front  among  the  works.     These  noble  troops,  however, 
789.  Coxe,  bore  up  gallantly  against  the  storm,  and  even  charged 
RooMet,'     the  Allied  horse  before  they  had  time  to  form  within  the 

i.  95  96. 

Hitt!d«'     lines ;  but  they  were  unable  to  make  any  impression, 
114-116.     and  retired   from  the  attack  sorely  shattered  by  the 
Allied  artillery.^ 

The  battle  was  now  gained.     Villars*  position,  how 
Adminbie   strong  and  gallantly  defended   soever,  was  no  longer 
Bonfl«nto  teuablc.     Pierced  through  in  the  centre,  with  a  formi- 
^^   *    dable  enemy's  battery  on  either  side  thundering  on  the 
reserve  squadrons,  in  the  very  heart  of  his  line,  and 
turned  and  menaced  with  rout  on  the  left,  it  was  no 
longer  possible  to  keep  the  field.    Boufflers,  upon  whom, 
in  the  absence  of  Villars  in  consequence  of  his  wound, 
the  direction  of  afiairs  had  devolved,  accordingly  pre- 
pared for  a  retreat ;  and  he  conducted  it  with  consum- 
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mate  skill  as  well  as  the    most  undaunted   firmness,     ohap. 
Collecting  a  body  of  two  thousand  chosen  horse  jet      ^"' 
fresh,  consisting  of  the  Slite  of  the  Horse-Guards  and     ^^w. 
Garde-du-Corps,  he  charged  the  Allied  horse  which  had 
penetrated  into  the  centre,  at  this  time  much  blown  by 
its  severe  fatigues  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  day. 
The  most  desperate  cavalry  action  of  the  war  ensued, 
and  for  some  time  was  very  doubtful.     Boufflers,  after 
a  few  words  of  encouragement,  himself  charged  at  the 
head  of  the  Maison-du-Roi  and  gendarmerie.  The  shock 
was  irresistible  :  the  Allied  cavalry  were  worsted,  and 
driven  back  to  the  entrance  of  the  iutrenchments ;  but 
all  the  efiPbrts  of  this  noble  body  of  horsemen  were  ,  „.    , 

''  *■  Hist,  de 

shattered  against  Orkney's  infantry,  which,  posted  on  J^^^V-.^*- 
the  reverse  of  the  works  they  had  won,  poured  in,  when  Ro^wc^i. 
charged,  so  close  and  destructive  a  fire,  that  half  of  the  v.  6o,6i. 

°  Kaualer, 

gallant  cavaliers  were  stretched  on  the  plain,  and  the  79o. 
remainder  were  forced  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat.^ 
Still  the  indefatifi^able  Boufflers  made  another  effort. 

.  .66. 

Drawing  a  large  body  of  infantry  from  the  works  on  his  TemWe 

CftV&lfT 

extreme  right,  which  had  been  little  engaged,  he  marched  action, 
them  to  the  left,  and,  re-forming  his  squadrons  again, 
advanced  to  the  charge.  The  brave  Auvergne  met  them 
at  the  entrance  of  the  works,  and  six  times,  in  the 
desperate  strife  which  ensued,  were  the  French  and 
Allied  horse  alternately  driven  back  by  each  other's 
prowess.  But  Marlborough  no  sooner  saw  this  than  he 
charged  the  Garde-du-Corps  with  a  body  of  English 
horse  which  he  himself  led  on,  and  drove  them  back ; 
while  the  infantry  "  staggered  and  reeled,  like  a  sinking 
ship,"  under  the  terrific  fire  of  the  Allied  guns,  which 
had  penetrated  the  centre.  The  whole  of  Eugene's 
cavalry,  which  had  passed  at  full  gallop  in  the  rear 
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oHAP.     of  the  Duke's  right  wing,  came  up  and  supported  the 
^^'      English  general  in  this  decisive  onset.     Bj  their  united 
1709.     efiPbrts  the  French  horse  were  finally  driven  back  behind 
the  rivulet  called  Camp  Perdu.     At  the  same  time  the 
Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  per- 
ceiving that  the  intrenchments  before  them  were  stript 
J  of  great  part  of  their  defenders,  renewed  the  attack : 

61, 62.'      in  ten  minutes  these  works  were  carried ;  and  a  tremen- 
i.  sKnirt.  dous  shout,  heard  along  the  whole  line,  announced  that 
iu.  115.  '    the  whole  right  of  the  position  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Allies.^ 

In  these  desperate  circumstances   Boufflers  saw  that 

Boufflen'     further  resistance  was  hopeless,  and  he  and  his  brave 

wdtSj       troops  did  all  that  skill  or  courage  could  to  arrest  the 

"  progress  of  the  victors,  and  withdraw  from  the   field 

without  any  additional  losses.     Forming  his  troops  into 

three  great  masses,  with  the  cavalry  which  had  suffered 

least  in  the  rear,  he  slowly,  and  in  perfect  regularity, 

commenced   his   retreat    in    the    direction    of    Bavai. 

D'Artagnan,  who  for  his  conduct   in   the   battle   was 

made  Marshal  Montesquieu,  marched  off  in  close  column 

through  the  woods.      Puysegur,  with   fifty  battalions, 

moved  direct  from  the  French  left  on  Bavai ;  Boufflers 

himself  retired  by  Taisniere  and  Luxembourg,  covering 

the  rear  with  the  cavalry.     Beyond  the  woods,  on  the 

*  Maribo-    plain  in  front  of  Bavai,  the  infantry  and  cavalry  rejoined, 

8m.BotU,  and  after  halting  to  collect  the  stragglers,  and  break 

17^'.  E^  down  the  bridges,  passed  the  Hon,  in  the  vicinity  of 

Cox«.v.      that  town.     The  Pretender,  who  was  with  the  rear- 

62  6s. 

B4msMt,L   guard,  showed,  iu  retiring  from  a  field  so  fatal  to  his 

Hut.  de      house,  the  hereditary  valour  of  his  race.^   The  Allies  had 

116,116.     suffered  so  much,  and  were  so  completely  exhausted  by 

the  fatigue  of  this  bloody  and  protracted  battle,  that 
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they  gave  them  very  little  molestation.  Contenting  them-    chap. 
selves  with  pursuing  as  far  as  the  heath  of  Malplaquet,     .Z!!l 
and  the  level  ground  around  Taisni^re,  they  halted,      1709. 
and  the  men  lay  down  to  sleep.    Meanwhile  the  French, 
in  the  best  order,  but  in  deep  dejection,  continued  their 
retreat,  still  in  three  columns  ;  and  after  crossing  the 
Hon  in  their  rear,  reuuited  below  Quesnoy  and  Valen- 
ciennes, about  twelve  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 

Such  was  the  desperate  battle  of  Malplaquet,  the 
most  bloody  and  obstinately  contested  which  had  yet  RMniuof 
occurred  in  the  war,  and  in  which  it  is  hard  to  say  to  to\h« 
which  of  the  gallant  antagonists  the  palm  of  valour  and  ^ 
heroism  is  to  be  given.  The  victory  was  unquestionably 
gained  by  the  Allies,  since  they  forced  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion, drove  them  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
field  of  battle,  and  prevented  the  raising  of  the  siege 
of  Mons,  the  object  for  which  both  parties  fought. 
The  valour  they  displayed  had  extorted  the  admiration 
of  their  gallant  and  generous  enemies.^  The  Allied 
troops  took  fourteen  guns  and  twenty-five  standards, 
among  which  was  the  "  Comette  Blanche,"  the  most 
honoured  of  the  ensigns  of  the  light  cavalry  of  France ; 
but  Louis  XIV.  was  with  reason  consoled  for  the  loss  of 
these  trophies  by  thirty-two  standards,  chiefly  Dutch, 
which  his  troops  brought  away  from  this  desperate  pas- 
sage of  arms.     Both  Eugene  and  Marlborough  exposed 

*  "  The  Eugenes  and  Marlborougbs  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  with  us  during 
that  day ;  since  tiU  then  they  had  not  met  with  resistance  worthy  of  them. 
They  may  now  say  with  justice  that  nothing  can  stand  before  them ;  and 
indeed  what  shall  be  able  to  stay  the  rapid  progress  of  these  heroes,  if  an 
army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men  of  the  best  troops,  strongly  posted 
between  two  woods,  trebly  intrenched,  and  performing  their  duty  as  well  as 
any  brave  men  could  do,  were  not  able  to  stop  them  one  day  1  Will  you  not, 
then,  own  with  me  that  they  surpass  all  the  heroes  of  former  BgoBV— Letter 
of  a  French  Officer  who  fought  at  Malplaquet ;  Coxe,  v.  65. 
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CHAP,     thcmsolres  more  constantly  than  they  had  ever  done  in 

VII 

L    any  former  action  ;  and  cordial  as  had  been  their  under- 

1709.  standing  on  all  previous  occasions,  it  was  generally 
observed  that  on  this  they  seemed  animated  only  by  a 
generous  emulation  which  should  most  aid  and  support 
the  other.  On  the  other  hand,  these  advantages  had 
been  purcliased  at  an  enormous  sacrifice,  and  never  since 
the  commencement  of  the  contest  had  the  scales  hung 
so  even  between  the  contending  parties.  In  truth,  the 
battle  of  Malplaquet  was  a  desperate  duel  between 
Franco  and  England,  in  which  the  whole  strength  of 
ouch  nation  was  put  forth,  and  the  successful  result  was 
rather  owing  to  the  superior  talent  of  the  English  general, 
and  the  unconquerable  resolution  he  had  communicated 
to  his  followers,  than  to  any  superiority  either  of  military 
skill  or  national  resources  enjoyed  by  the  victorious 
party.  Nothing  had  occurred  like  it  since  Azincour ; 
nothing  occurred  like  it  again  till  Waterloo.  Blenheim 
itself  was  not  nearly  so  hard  fought.  The  Allies  lost, 
killed  in  the  infantry  alone,  5544  ;  wounded  and  miss- 
(auiUr,  ing,  12,706 — in  all,  18,250 — of  whom  286  were  oflBcers 
04.  Hilt!  killed,  and  762  wounded.  Including  the  casualties  in 
.  i26,ii7.  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  their  total  loss  was  not  less 
!)7.  '  than  20,000  men,  or  nearly  a  fifth  of  the  number 
engaged.  ^ 

The  French  loss,  though  they  were  worsted  in  the 

Mitofth*  fight,  was  less  considerable :  it  did  not  exceed  fourteen 

maniiT    thousaud  mcu — an  unusual  circumstance  with  a  beaten 

rough,     army,  but  easily  accounted  for,  if  the  formidable  nature 

of  the  intrenchments  which  the  Allies  had  to  storm  in 

the  first  part  of  the  action  is  taken  into  consideration. 

In  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged,  the  loss  to  the 

victors  was  not,  however,  nearly  so  great  as  at  Water- 
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loo.*     Then  was  seen  the  prophetic  wisdom  with  which    chap. 
Marlborough  had  so  strongly  urged  upon  the  British      ^"' 
gOYemment  the  propriety  of  augmenting  the  Allied  force     170». 
at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign.     But  for  these, 
the  campaign  would  have  been  indecisive,  or  terminated 
in  misfortune.    With  the  additional  troops  he  so  strongly 
pleaded  for,  it  would  have   terminated  in  a  decisive 
victory,  and  Malplaquet  had  been  Waterloo.     Villars 
wrote  with  truth  to  the  French  king  after  the  battle, 
in  the  words  of  Pyrrhus,  "If  God  vouchsafes  to  our 
enemies  another  such  battle,  your  Majesty  may  consider 
your  enemies  as  destroyed."t    Few  prisoners — not  above 
five  hundred — were  made  on  the  field ;  but  the  woods 
and   intrenchments  were  filled  with  wounded  French, 
above  three  thousand  in  number,  the  whole  of  whom  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Allies,  and  those  who  survived, 
about  fifteen  hundred,  augmented  the  number  of  the  ^  j^^,,^ 
prisoners.    These  Marlborough,  with  characteristic  huma-  ^"^^^  f*' 
nity,  proposed  to  Villars  to  remove  to  the  French  head-  ??g^^^». 
quarters,  on  condition  of  their  being  considered  prisoners  to  Marshal 
of  war — an  offer  which  that  general  thankfully  accepted.  Sjp*-  ^\ 
A  solemn  thanksgiving  was  read  in  all  the  regiments  of  i;  5^-599. 
the  army  two  days  after   the  battle,  after  which   the  Histde 
soldiers  of  both  armies  joined  in  removing  the  wounded  126,127.* 
French,  on  two  hundred  waggons,  to  the  French  camp.^ 

*  At  Waterloo,  there  were  69,686  men  in  Wellington's  army,  and  the  loss 
was  22,469,  or  one  in  three  nearly;  at  Malplaquet,  it  was  one  in  five;  at 
Talavera,  one  in  four— 5000  being  killed  and  wounded  out  of  19,800 
engaged.— Siborne's  WaterloOy\L  352,  619. 

+  '*  Si  Dieu  nous  fait  la  gr&ce  de  perdre  encore  une  pareillo  bataille,  v6tre 
Majesty  pent  compter  que  les  ennemis  sont  detruits.  Enfin,  comme  me  le 
manda  M.  de  Voisin,  ce  qui  avoit  paru  une  bataille  perdue,  devint  une 
victoire  glorieuse  apres  qu'on  en  cut  connu  les  circonstanccs,  puisquc  nous 
ne  perdimcs  pas  six  mille  hommes.'* — Villars  au  Roi  de  France,  Sept.  1 4,  1709 ; 
Mim,  de  Villars,  ii.  1 97. 
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CHAP.     Thus,  after  the  conclusion  of  one  of  the  bloodiest  fights 
^"'      recorded  in  modem  history,  the  first  acts  of  the  victors 
1709.     ^ere  in  raising  the  voice  of  thanksgiving,  and  doing 
deeds  of  mercy. 

Both  armies,  in  addition  to  the  prodigious  number  of 
Dijrtin-  killed  and  wounded  of  the  common  soldiers,  had  to 
Bcmkuied  lament  a  very  sreat  and  melancholy  list  of  casualties 

and  wound-  •'     °  •' 

•d  on  both  among  the  superior  ofiScers.  On  the  side  of  the  Allies, 
General  Baron  Spaar,  Count  Oxenstiern,  Generals  Wick, 
Tittau,  Goor,  Lallo,  and  Lord  Tullibardine,  were  killed  ; 
Prince  Eugene,  Lieutenant-Generals  Spaar  and  Webb, 
Major-Generals  Waskerback  and  Hamilton,  Brigadiers 
Cronstrom  and  May,  and  Colonel  Sir  John  Prendergast 
were  wounded.  On  the  French  side,  Boufflers,  like 
Marlborough,  miraculously  escaped,  though  they  both 
exposed  their  persons  in  the  very  highest  degree.  But 
Villars  was  severely  wounded  in  the  knee,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Chemerault,  Baron  Pullaviani,  Count  de 
Beuil,  Chevalier  D'Ervi,  the  Marquis  de  Charost, 
Counts  Moncart,  D'Aubrey,  and  Colonel  de  la  Larn 
of  the  guards,  were  slain ;  the  young  Pretender,  the 
Duke  de  Guiche,  the  Duke  de  St  Agnan,  the  Marquis 
de  Tele,  the  Marquis  de  Gondrin,  were  wounded. 
The  enumeration  of  these  names  carries  us  back  to 
the  days  when  the  nobility  of  modem  Europe  arose 
1  Hirt.  do  from  the  exploits  of  its  armed  knights ;  and  proves 
127,W  how  truly  the  great  families  of  France  still  served  their 
es^shJ'  country  with  their  swords,  and  shed  their  best  blood  in 
its  defence.^ 

The  dreadful  loss  sustained  by  the  Dutch  troops  in 
this  bloody  battle  has  caused  a  very  unjust  imputation 
to  be  cast  on  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  commanded 
them,  as  having  attacked  without  orders,  and  impru-i 
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dently  conyerted  a  feigned  attack  into  a  real  one.     This    chaf^ 
has  no  foundation  in  truth  :  the  orders  of  the  Prince  of     ^"' 
Orange,  as  of  the  other  generals  of  the  line,  were  precise     *^^- 
— to  attack  the  intrenchments  in  front  of  his  position.^  BUme'im. 
He  did  so  with  the  most  heroic  valour  ;  had  he  done  so  thrown  on 
with  success,  his  daring  would  have  been  lauded  to  the  of  or^ 
skies  as  that  of  the  bravest  and  most  skilful  of  generals,  uuie. 
The  result  is  not  always  the  test  of  the   wisdom  of 
previous  measures :  when  fortuitous  circumstances  have 
interfered  to  prevent  its  natural  result,  it  is  the  first 
duty  of  history  to  award  the  meed  of  justice.     The 
carnage  of  the  Dutch  troops  is  no  imputation  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  what  it  really  proves 
is  the  wisdom  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  so 
earnestly  counselled  an  attack  on  the  9th  before  the 
French  marshal  had  reached  the  openings  of  the  woods,  i.  92.94. ' 
or  strengthened  his  position  by  intrenchments.^ 

The  young  Maurice  de  Saxe,  who  was  present  in  the 
battle  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  afterwards  Reflection! 
became  so  celebrated  as  Marshal  Saxe,  has  left  the  fol-  sueonthii 
lowing  observations  in  his  Reveries  on  this  battle  : — "  If, 
in  place  of  shutting  the  French  troops  up  in  bad  in- 
trenchments, y illars  had  contented  himself  with  drawing 

*  "  Dispositions  four  L'ArrAQUE  de  l*aile  oauohe. 

**  1.  Toute  rinfluiterie  Hollandaise,  avec  celle  qui  vient  encore  du  n^,  sera 
destinfe  pour  cette  attaque,  et  eUe  se  fera  de  la  mani^re  suivante. 

^  2.  L'attaque  dans  le  fond  du  bois  se  fera  par  autant  de  bataillons  que  le 
terrein  pourra  contenir,  disposes  en  trois  au  quatre  lignes.  Les  g^n6rauz 
auront  soin  que  ces  lignes  ne  soient  pas  trop  pr^s  Tune  de  I'autre,  et  qu'il  ait 
des  intorvalles,  tela  qu*un  bataillon  y  puisso  passer  pour  relcver  au  soutenir 
les  attaques. 

*<  3.  Quand  Tinfonterie  aura  chassd  celle  des  ennemis  bore  du  bois  et  des 
hayes,  elle  n'entrera  pas  dans  la  plaine,  mais  elle  se  posteraaux  demiere  bayes 
ou  fosses ;  et  les  gSn^rauz  auront  soin  de  faire  faire  des  ouvertures  pour  que 
la  cavalerie  puisso  entrer  dans  la  plaine  pour  se  former  et  soutenir  Tattaque 
de  rinfimterie  dans  la  dite  plaine."— i2oiiM«^  L  92,  93. 

VOL.  II.  E 
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CHAP,  abbatis  from  the  three  woods  opposite  the  entrances,  and 
^^^  put  in  those  entrances  three  redoubts,  I  think  aflFairs 
17W.  would  have  turned  differently.  What  would  the  Allies 
have  done  ?  Would  they  have  ventured  to  attack  three 
redoubts,  defended  each  by  several  brigades  ?  Had  they 
done  so,  I  doubt  if  they  would  have  come  well  out  of 
the  affair.  It  is  the  nature  of  the  French  nation  to 
excel  in  attack.  When,  therefore,  a  general  has  reason 
to  distrust  the  grand  order  which  is  generally  observed 
in  great  battles,  or  the  exact  discipline  of  his  troops, 
and  when  the  attack  is  to  be  made  in  detail  and  by  bri- 
gades, he  will  find  it  for  his  interest  with  the  French 
troops  to  do  so.  The  valour  and  fire  which  animates 
that  nation  has  never  failed  them ;  and  from  the  days 
of  Julius  Caesar,  who  notices  it  in  his  Commentaries^  I 
know  of  no  instance  in  which  they  have  not  well  fastened 
on  any  enemy  who  presented  himself.  Their  first  shock 
is  terrible ;  nothing  is  wanting  but  opportunity  for  re- 
newing it  under  favourable  circumstances.  Nothing  is 
80  fit  for  doing  so  as  these  redoubts ;  you  constantly  feed 
them  with  fresh  troops,  to  attack  in  their  turn  the  enemy 
who  have  attacked  and  been  repulsed.  Nothing  occa- 
sions such  fear  and  hesitation  in  an  enemy  ;  for  while  he 
attacks,  he  is  constantly  in  dread  of  being  attacked  in 
flank ;  and  our  troops  would  make  such  attacks  with  the 
better  heart,  that  they  would  feel  assured  that  their 
retreat  was  secured,  and  that  the  enemy  would  not  ven- 
ture to  pursue  into  the  cross  fire  of  their  redoubts. 
What  would  have  happened  at  Malplaquet,  if  Marshal 
Villars  had  kept  in  hand  the  largest  part  of  his  army, 
and  had  only  had  to  deal  with  the  half  of  that  of  the 
Allies,  who  had  had  the  kindness  to  engage  in  the  com- 
bat in  such  a  way  that  it  was  separated  by  a  wood. 
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and  could  not  communicate  with  the  remainder  ?     The    ohap. 
rear  of  the  French  army  woidd,  in   such    an    opera-      ^"' 
tioUy  have  been   secured.      It  seems  to  me   that  the     ^709. 
Marshal  might  have  leyelled  his  intrenchments  on  the 
approach  of  the  AIHes,  and  given  battle  in  the  order  I 
have  proposed.     A  counter-march  to  the  right  would  i  R«Teri«i 
have  done  the  whole."     Military  men  would  do  well  to  s»xe,67. 
ponder  on  such  an  opinion  from  the  victor  of  Fontenoy.^ 
Like  Wellington  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  Marl- 
borough was  deeply  aflfected  by  the   carnage  of  this  orief  uid 
memorable  battle,  and  the  loss  of  long-tried  and  dear  mviu*- 
friends  with  which  his  triumph  was  accompanied.     On  tb^attie. 
the  very  night  of  the  battle  he  was  assailed  by  numerous 
appeals  from  the  officers  of  different  nations  in  his  army, 
for  the  disposal  of  the  numerous  wounded  who  encum- 
bered the  plain.    But  on  the  ensuing  morning,  his  sensi- 
tive mind  was  exposed  to  still  more  painful  feelings  on 
riding  over  the  field  of  battle.     He  there  surveyed,  with 
a  heavy  heart,  the  numerous  heaps  of  the  dead  and 
dying  of  all  nations,  which  covered  the  field  and  the 
woods  in  every  direction.     The  sight  of  the  dead,  the 
groans  of  the  wounded,   the  frightful  aspect  of  their 
mangled  limbs,  excited  his  warmest   compassion.      It 
exhibited  war  in  its  most  woeful  aspect,  with  all  its  hor- 
ror and  suffering,  and  none  of  its  pomp  and  circumstance. 
He  instantly  gave  orders  that  every  possible  relief  should 
be  extended  to  the  wounded  of  every  nation  and  country ; 
and  despatched  a  messenger  to  Marshal  Villars,  pro- 
posing a  suspension  of  arms  for  two  days,  to  provide 
for  the  relief  of  these  wretched  sufferers.     This  was  at 
once  and  thankfully  agreed  to,  and  led  to  a  meeting 
between  Cadogan  and  the  Chevalier  Luxembourg,  when 
the    arrangement   already   mentioned  was   completed. 
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oHAP.     The  number  of  wounded  thus  relieved  amounted  to  three 

^"v     thousand ;  but  though  Marlborough  had  thus  done  all 

1709.     in  his  power  to  relieve  the  general  distress,  the  sight  of 

71.7?' "^^    it  occasioned  a  serious  illness  in  the  British  chief,  from 

M^ib.  Hi.    which  he  was  long  in  recovering.     All  the  ready  money 

am^  L^  in  his  possession  he  divided  among  the  wounded  French 

^IV.  ill.  /M  I  j# 

134.  officcrn. '  * 

No  sooner  were  these  pious  cares  concluded  than  the 

ciHituriof    Allien  reHunicd  tlio  investment  of  Mons — Marlborough, 

eoBeioiioD    With  tliC  Kngllttli  aud  Dutch,  having  his  headquarters  at 

iNugii,cie-'  Belian,  and  Kugenc,  with  the  Germans,  at  Quaregnon. 

The  Prince  of  Orange,  with  thirty  battalions  and  as 

many  squadrons,  was  intrusted  with  the  blockade.    Great 

eflforts  were  immediately  made  to  get  the  necessary  stores 

and  siege  equipage  up  from  Brussels ;  but  the  heavy 

rains  of  autumn  set  in  with  such  severity,  that  it  was 

not  till  the  25th  September  that  the  trenches  could  be 

opened.     Boufflers,  though  at  no  great  distance,  did  not 

venture  to  disturb  the  operations :  in  addition  to  the 

strength  of  the  Allied  camp,  want  of  provisions  precluded 

the  possibility  of  his  moving,  t      On  9th  October,  a 

lodgment  was  eflfectcd  in  the  covered- way ;  on  the  1 7th, 

*  **  In  one  of  yours  you  lament  the  killed  :  in  so  great  an  action  it  is  im* 
possible  to  get  the  advantage  but  by  exposing  men's  lives ;  but  the  lamentable 
sight  and  thought  of  it  has  given  mo  so  much  disquietude,  that  I  believe  it 
is  the  chief  cause  of  my  illness ;  for  it  is  melancholy  to  see  so  many  brave 
men  killed,  with  whom  I  have  lived  these  eight  years,  when  we  thought 
ourselves  sure  of  a  peace.**— 3fari6or(m4;A  to  Oodolphtn,  Oct.  8,  1709;  Coxe, 
▼.78. 

f  "  Nous  avions,**  dit  Berwick,  "  uno  autre  difficult^  insurmontable,  cello 
de  n6tro  subsistance.  De  notro  camp  il  y  avoit  sept  lieues  A  celui  dos  enne- 
rnis ;  ainsi  il  nous  fiUlait  deux  jours  pour  y  aller :  les  dircctours  dos  vivros 
bien-loin  do  pouvoir  nous  donncr  du  pain  d'avanco,  n'etoient  pas  m£me  en 
Mai  do  foiro  le  soir  la  distribution  du  pain  qui  etoit  du  lo  matin.  Cela  nous 
a  d#?i«*nnin6  A  no  songcr  qui  empocher  les  ennomis  do  faire  d*autros  con- 
fltifisM."-  BiRwrcK't  Memoin,  159— edit.  PoUtot. 
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the  outworks  were  stormed ;  and  on  the  26th  the  place    chap. 
surrendered  with  its  garrison,  fifteen  hundred  strong — ^all      ^"' 
that  remained  out  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  at  the     ^^^- 
commencement  of  the  siege.     By  this  important  success, 
the  conquest  of  Brabant  was  finished ;  the  burden  and 
expense  of  the  war  removed  from  the  Dutch  provinces ; 
the  barrier  which  they  had  so  long  sought  after  was 
rendered  nearly  complete ;  and  the  defences  of  France 
were  so  far  laid  bare,  that,  by  the  reduction  of  Valen- 
ciennes and  Quesnoy,  in  the  next  campaign,  no  fortified 
place  would  remain  on  this  great  road  between  the  Allies 
and  Paris.     Having  achieved  this  important  success,  the 
Allied  generals  put  their  army  into  winter-quarters  at  ^  Muibo- 
Ghent,  Bruges,  Brussels,  and  on  the  Meuse ;  while  fifty  Sec  Boju, 
battalions  of  the  French,  with  one  hundred  squadrons,  1709.  d^I 
were  quartered,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Berwiek'k' 

Mem   154 

Berwick,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maubeuge,  and  the  Hut'de  ' 
remainder  of  their  great  army  in  and  around  Valen-  14^U9!"' 
ciennes  and  Quesnoy.^ 

During  the  progress  of  this  short  but  brilliant  cam- 
paign, Marlborough  was  more  than  ever  annoyed  and  continaed 
disheartened  by  the  evident  and  increasing  decline  of  M»iib^** 
his  influence  at  home.      The  Whigs,  elated  by  their  late  5^^^*,^' 
victory  over  the  Queen,  renewed  their  old  system  of  *^"^- 
bestowing  every  ofiSce  on  the  strongest  partisans  of  their 
own  party.      In  pursuance  of  this  design,  they  insisted 
on  making  Lord  Orford  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
which,  after  a  short  but  strenuous  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Queen,  they  succeeded,  chiefly  in  consequence 
of  Marlborough's  powerful  intercession.     On  the  other 
hand,  Harley  and  Mrs  Masham  continued  to  thwart  him 
underhand  in  every  way  in  their  power,  and  scarcely  dis- 
guised their  desire  to  make  the  situation  of  the  Duke 


70  THE   LIFE   OP 

CHAP,    and  Grodolphin  so  uncomfortable  that  out  of  spleen  they 
^^'      might  resign — in  which  case  the  entire  direction  of  affairs 
1709.     would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  their  party.*     In- 
fluenced by  these  new  favourites,  the  Queen  became  cold 
and  resentful  to  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  to  whom 
she  had  formerly  been  so  much  attached ;  and  the  Duke, 
perceiving  this,  strongly  advised  ber  to  abstain  from  any 
correspondence  with  her  Majesty,  being  convinced  that 
to  continue  it  would  be  more  likely  to  increase  than 
diminish  the  estrangement  so  rapidly  growing  between 
them.      The  Duchess,  however,  was  herself  of  too  irri- 
table a  temper  to  follow  this  wise  advice :  reproaches, 
explanations,  and  renewed  complaints,  ensued  on  both 
sides ;  and  as  usual  in  such  cases,  where  excessive  fond- 
ness has  been  succeeded  by  coldness,  all  attempts  to 
repair  the  breach  had  only  the  effect  of  widening  it. 
Numerous  events  at  court,  trifles  in  themselves,  but  to 
the  jealous  "  confirmation  strong,"  served  to  show  from 
what  direction  the  wind  was  tending.    The  Duchess  took 
the  strong  and  injudicious  step  of  intruding  herself  on 
the  Queen,  and  asking  what  crime  she  had  committed  to 
produce  so  great  an  estrangement  between  them.      This 
drew  from  her  Majesty  a  letter,  exculpating  her  from 
roiJhtothe  any  fault,  but  ascribing  their  alienation  to  a  discordance 
Ao^!t;i2,  in  political  opinion,  adding,  *'  I  do  not  think  it  a  crime 
▼!  105.10"*  in  any  one  not  to  be  of  my  mind,  or  blameable,  because 
267.  "^ '     you  cannot  see  with  my  eyes,  or  hear  with  my  ears.^ 
It  is  impossible  for  you  to  recover  my  former  kindness ; 


•  it 


Bo  assured  that  Mrs  Masham  and  Mr  Harley  will,  undorhand,  do  every- 
ihing  that  can  make  the  business  uneasy,  particularly  to  you  the  Lord-Trca- 
■uror,  and  me,  for  they  know  weU  that  if  we  were  removed  eTorything  would 
be  in  their  power.  Tliis  is  what  they  labour  for,  believing  it  would  make 
them  both  great  and  h^py  ;  but  I  am  very  well  persuaded  it  would  be  their 
deatnicUon."— ifofttorMvi  fe  Qodolphm,  Not.  1, 1709 ;  Cox^  ▼.  105. 
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but  I  shall  behaye  myself  to  yon  as  the  Duke  of  Marl-    chap. 
borough's  \rife  and  my  groom  of  the  stole/'      While      ^"' 
this  relieved  Marlborough  from  the  dread  of  a  personal     ^^m. 
quarrel  between  the  Duchess  and  her  royal  mistress,  it 
only  aggravated  the  precarious  nature  of  his  situation, 
by  showing  that  the  dissension  was  owing  to  a  wider 
and  more  irremediable  division  on  political  subjects.  * 

Encouraged  by  this  powerful  support  at  court,  Harley 
now  openly  pursued  his  design  of  effecting  the  downfall  Unjust'eri- 
of  Marlborough,  and  his  removal  from  office,  and  the  no^^n 
command  of  the  armies.      The  whole  campaign,  which  pj^ 
had  terminated  so  gloriously,  was  criticised  in  the  most 
unjust  and  malignant  spirit.     The  siege  of  Toumay  was 
useless  and  expensive  ;   the  battle  of  Malplaquct  an 
unnecessary  carnage.      It  was  even  insinuated  that  the 
Duke  had  purposely  exposed  the  officers  to  slaughter, 
that  he  might  obtain  a  profit  by  the  sale  of  their  com- 
missions.     The  preliminaries   first   agreed  to   at  the 
Hague  were  too  favourable  to   France  ;   when   Louis 
rejected  them,  the  rupture  of  the  negotiations  rested 
with  Marlborough.     In  a  word,  there  was  nothing  done 
by  the  English  general,  successful  or  unsuccessful,  pacific 

*  *'  I  see  by  your  last  the  Queen  continues  her  cold  and  unkind  proceedings 
towards  you.  That  must  be  so  long  as  Mrs  Masham  has  the  opportunities 
of  being  daily  with  her.  I  agree  with  you  that  ill -nature  and  forgetfidness 
give  just  reason  to  those  I  am  most  concerned  for  not  to  trouble  themselves 
any  fSuther  than  what  may  concern  the  public  good.  It  has  always  been  my 
ol)seryation  in  disputes,  especially  in  those  of  kindness  and  friendship,  that 
all  reproaches,  though  ever  to  reasonable,  do  serve  no  other  end  but  to  make 
the  breach  wider.  I  can't  help  being  of  opinion  that  there  is  a  Power  above 
which  puts  a  period  to  our  happiness  or  unhappiness ;  otherwise  should  any- 
body, eight  years  ago,  have  told  me,  after  the  success  I  have  had,  and  the 
twenty-seven  years'  faithful  service  of  yourself,  that  we  should  be  obliged, 
even  in  the  lifetime  of  the  Queen,  to  seek  happiness  in  a  retired  life,  I  should 
have  thought  it  impossible.**— 3far26(>roi<^A  to  the  Duchess,  Aug.  22/26, 1709  i 
COXE,  V.  109. 
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CHAP,  or  warlike,  which  was  not  made  the  subject  of  strong 
^"'  condemnation  and  unmeasured  invective.  Harlej  even 
1709.  corresponded  with  the  disaffected  party  in  Holland,  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  cut  short  the  Duke's  career  of 
victory  by  clamouring  for  a  general  peace.  Louis  was 
represented  as  invincible,  and  rising  stronger  from  every 
defeat ;  and  the  prolongation  of  the  war  was  alleged  to 
be  entirely  owing  to  the  selfish  interests  and  ambition  of 
the  Allied  chief.  What  was  still  more  efficacious,  and 
unhappily  had  some  appearance  of  foundation  in  fact, 
they  insinuated  to  the  Queen  that  her  great  general  had 
now  become  too  powerful  for  a  subject ;  that  the  whole 
direction  of  the  Alliance  had  fallen  into  his  hands ;  that 
be  was  the  real  sovereign  ;  and  that  the  Queen's  sceptre 
bad  been  broken  by  the  field-marshal's  baton.  It  may 
easily  be  conceived  what  an  effect  such  considerations 
had  on  the  mind  of  a  weak  and  yet  self-sufficient  and 
obstinate  woman.  These  and  similar  accusations,  loudly 
re-echoed  by  all  the  Tories,  and  sedulously  poured  into 
the  royal  ear  by  Harley  and  Mrs  Masham,  made  such 
an  impression  on  the  Queen  that  she  did  not  offer  the 
smallest  congratulation  to  the  Duchess  on  the  victory  of 
us,^ul'  Malplaquet,  nor  express  the  least  satisfaction  at  the 
Tji^'m!  Duke  s  escape  from  the  innumerable  dangers  which  he 
had  incurred.^ 

An  ill-timed  and  injudicious  step  of  Marlborough  at 

iBj«dieioui  this  juncture,  one  of  the  few  such  which  can  be  imputed 

iSribo-      to  him  in  his  whole  public  career,  inflamed  against  him 

info  cap.    the  jealousy  of  the  Queen  and  the  Tories.      Perceiving 

foriSr'*^  the  decline  of  his  influence  at  court,  and  anticipating  his 

dismissal  from  the  command  of  the  army  at  no  distant 

period,  which  would  have  had  the  effect  of  immediately 

torminatiDg  the  war,  and  depriving  the  nation  of  the 
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whole  fruit  of  his  yictories,  he  solicited  from  the  Queen    ohap. 
a  patent  constituting  him  Captain-General  for  life.     In      ^"* 
vain  he  was  assured  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  such 
an  appointment  was  wholly  unprecedented  in  English 
history ;  he  persisted  in  laying  the  petition  before  her 
Majesty,  by  whom  it  was  of  course  refrised.      Piqued  at 
this  disappointment,  he  wrote  an  acrimonious  letter  to 
the  Queen,  in  which  he  reproached  her  with  the  neglect 
of  his  public  services,  and  bitterly  complained  of  the 
neglect  of  the  Duchess,  and  the  transfer  of  the  royal 
favour  to  Mrs  Masham.      So  deeply  did  Marlborough 
feel  this  disappointment,  that,  on  leaving  the  Hague  to  Memorili 
return  to  England,  he  said  publicly  to  the  deputies  of  ciiuige  of 
the  States, — "  I  am  grieved  that  I  am  obliged  to  return  1710,  p.  ^. 
to  England,  where  my  services  to  your  republic  will  be  117*.**  ^* 
turned  to  my  disgrace."^ 

Marlborough  was  received,  however,  in  the  most  flat- 
tering  manner  by  the  people,  when  he  landed  on  1 5th  hu  flatuow 
November,  and  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  tifn^fi^ 
were  tendered  to  him  for  his  great  and  glorious  services,  of  ptu-iu^ 
The  Queen  declared,  in  her  speech  from  the  throne,  that  n^^iW^* 
this  campaign  had  been  at  least  as  glorious  as  any  which 
had  preceded  it ;  and  the  Chancellor,  in  communicating 
the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Lords,  added — "  I  am  com- 
manded by  the  Lords  to  give  your  Grace  the  thanks  of 
this  House  for  your  continued  and  eminent  services  to 
Her  Majesty  and  the  public  during  the  last  campaign — 
of  which  nothing  can  be  greater  said  than  what  Her 
Majesty,  who  always  speaks  with  the  utmost  certainty 
and  exactness,  has  declared  from  the  throne — that  it 
has  been  at  least  as  glorious  as  any  which  had  preceded 
it.     But  this  repetition  of  the  thanks  of  this  august 
assembly  has  this  advantage  over  the  former,  that  it 
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fm».p,     mriAt  \jh  looked  upon  as  added  to»  and  standing  upon, 
^*^      ib#5  firmndation  already  laid  in  the  records  of  this  Hoose, 
*^^'     itif  prc«?rviiig  your  memory  fresh  to  all  future  times ; 
m  that  your  Grace  has  also  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
thw  everlasting  monument  of  your  glory  rise  erery  year 
much  higlier."     Such  was  the  effect  produced  on  both 
Houses  by  the  presence  of  the  Duke,  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  his  glorious  services,  that  liberal  supplies  for 
carrying  on  the  war  were  granted  by  them.     The  Com- 
mons  voted  £6,000,000  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
vi.  803,      year,  and,  on  the  earnest  representation  of  Marlborough, 
an  addition  was  made  to  the  military  forces.^ 

But  in  the  midst  of  all  these  flattering  appearances, 
i«cr4NH|bf  the  hand  of  destruction  was  already  impending  over  the 
uuima  British  hero.  It  was  mainly  caused  by  the  greatness 
and  invaluable  nature  of  his  services.  Envy,  the  invari- 
able attendant  on  exalted  merit,  had  already  singled 
him  out  as  her  victim ;  jealousy,  the  prevailing  weakness 
of  little  minds,  had  prepared  his  ruin.  The  Queen  had 
become  uneasy  at  the  greatness  of  her  subject.  There 
had  even  been  a  talk  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll  arresting 
him  in  her  name,  when  in  command  of  the  army.  Anne 
lent  a  ready  ear  to  an  insinuation  of  her  flatterers, 
especially  Mrs  Masham,  that  she  was  enthralled  by  a 
single  family  ;  that  Marlborough  was  the  real  sovereign 
of  England,  and  that  the  crown  was  overshadowed  by 
the  field-marshal's  baton.  The  people  had  become 
envious  of  the  greatness  of  the  Duke  :  they  were  tired 
of  hearing  him  called  the  Just.  They  lent  a  ready  ear 
to  the  numerous  party  libels  which  represented  him  as 
ratirely  influenced  by  selfish  ambition,  and  the  whole 
(patronage  of  the  crown  as  engrossed  by  the  Marlborough 
family.     In  the  midst  of  this  ferment,  the  public  atten- 
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tion  was  violentlj  arrested  bj  a  sermon  preached  by  a    chap. 
Dr  Sacheverell,  at  St  Sayiour's,  Southwark — a  handsome      ^"' 
ecclesiastic,  who  united  the  confidence  of  an  orator  to      ^7^- 
the  grace  of  an  actor.    In  this  declamation,  the  obsolete 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience  was  reviyed ;  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution  stigmatised ;  the  dangers  of  the  Church 
exaggerated  ;  the  ministers  loaded  with  reproaches ;  and 
Godolphin  in  particular  pointed  out  to  public  reproba-  122,128.' 
tion  under  the  name  of  Volpone.^ 

The  ministry  was  very  much  divided  as  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued  with  this  libel  Somers  and  Marlborough  Hie  triij 
strongly  counselled  a  prosecution  before  the  ordinary  Pe^ 
tribunals,  to  avoid  making  the  culprit  a  martyr,  and  the 
case  a  "  cause  calibre ; "  but,  in  the  excited  state  of  the 
public  mind,  a  conviction  before  a  jury  was  thought 
doubtful,  and  a  prosecution  before  the  House  of  Peers  was 
resolved  on.  But  after  a  long  trial,  the  proceedings  termi- 
nated in  ridicule — Sacheverell  being  only  found  guilty  of 
a  minor  charge  by  a  majority  of  six,  and  ordered  merely 
to  abstain  from  preaching  for  three  years.  Instantly  he 
became  the  idol  of  the  populace.  Numbers  of  them, 
including  many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  attended  him 
daily  to  Westminster  Hall,  striving  to  kiss  his  hand, 
and  praying  for  his  deliverance.  Indescribable  was  the 
enthusiasm  excited  by  the  result  of  his  trial,  which  was 
with  reason  regarded  as  equivalent  to  an  acquittal.  Riots 
took  place  in  the  capital ;  meetings  were  held  in  all  the 
principal  towns ;  addresses  and  petitions  poured  in  from 
all  quarters.  The  nation  which  seventy  years  before  had 
run  mad  under  the  influence  of  the  democratic  passion,  and  'Cunmngw 
twenty-two  years  before  had  risen  up  as  one  man  to  expel  257-264. 

Pari     Hirt. 

a  tyrant,  was  now  as  violently  convulsed  in  favour  of  the  ▼i.  807-824. 
apostle  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance.  ^ 
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OHAP.        Harlcy  and  Mrs  Masham  were  not  slow  in  taking 
^"'      advantage  of  this  violent  revulsion  of  public  opinion  in 
1709.     their  favour.     Encouraged  by  the  open  support  of  the 
MArib<A      populace,  and  the  prospect  of  a  Parliamentary  majority 
S!S!Lii     on  the  next  election,  they  now  commenced  the  execu- 
te iwigu.     jj^jj  ^£  ^jjg  designs  they  had  long  meditated  of  gradu- 
ally weeding  the  Whigs  out  of  the  Government,  and 
supplying  their  places  by  determined  partisans  of  their 
own.     The  government  of  the  Tower,  usually  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  commander-in-chief,  was,  to  mortify 
Marlborough,  bestowed  without  consulting  him  on  Lord 
Rivers.     At  the  same  time  he  received  the  commands  of 
the  Queen  to  bestow  the  command  of  a  vacant  regiment 
on  Colonel  Hill,  brother  of  Mrs  Masham.     Being  re- 
solved not  to  brook  this  second  slight,  he  consulted  the 
Whig  leader,  who  warmly  counselled  him  to  resist.     At 
length  matters  came  to  such  a  pass,  and  the  ascendency 
of  Mrs  Masham  was  so  evident,  while  her  influence  was 
exercised  in  so  undisguised  a  manner  to  humiliate  him, 
that  he  prepared  the  draft  of  a  letter  of  resisnnation  of 
I24;i3a. '    his  commands  to  her  Majesty,  in  which,  after  enumerat- 
chuigeof    inii:  his  services,  and  the  abuse  whicli   Mrs  Masham 

Minirtrr 

133-m'    continued  to  heap  on  him  and  his  relations,  he  concluded 
227-iai/     with  saying — "  I  hope  your  Majesty  will  either  dismiss 
her  or  myself."  ^ 

Sunderland  and  several  of  the  Whig  leaders  warmly 
Hit  remoB-  approvcd  of  this  vigorous  step  ;  but  Godolphin,  who 
wiiiith«  foresaw  the  total  ruin  of  the  ministry  and  himself,  in 
the  resignation  of  the  general,  had  influence  enough  to 
prevent  its  being  sent.  Instead  of  doing  so,  that  noble- 
man had  a  long  private  audience  with  Her  Majesty  on 
the  subject ;  in  which,  notwithstanding  the  warmest 
professions  on  her  part,  and  the  strong  sense  she  enter- 
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tained  of  his  great  and  lasting  services,  it  was  not  diffi-    chap. 
cult  to  perceive  that  a  reserve  as  to  future  intentions     ^"' 
was  manifested,  which  indicated  a  loss  of  confidence.      *^^' 
Marlborough   declared  he  would  be  governed  in  the 
whole  matter  by  the  advice  and  opinion  of  his  friends  ; 
but  strongly  expressed  his  own  opinion,  ''  that  all  must 
be  undone  if  this  poison  continues  about  the  Queen." 
Such,   however,   was   the    agony   of    apprehension    of 
Godolphin  at  the  effects  of  the  Duke's  resignation  that 
he  persuaded  him  to  adopt  a  middle  course — the  usual 
resource  of  second-rate  men  in  critical  circumstances,  but 
generally  the  most  hazardous  that  can  be  adopted.    This 
plan  was  to  write  a  warm  remonstrance  to  the  Queen, 
but  without  making  Mrs  Masham's  removal  a  condition 
of  his  remaining  in  office.     In  this  letter,  after  many 
invectives  against  Mrs  Masham,  and  a  full  enumeration 
of  his  grievances,  he  concludes  with  these  words  : — 
"  This  is  only  one  of  many  mortifications  that  I  have 
met  with ;  and  as  I  may  not  have  many  opportunities  of 
writing  to  you,  let  me  beg  of  your  Majesty  to  reflect 
what  your  own  people  and  the  rest  of  the  world  must 
think,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  the  love,  zeal,  and 
duty  with  which  I  have  served  you,  when  they  shall  see 
that,  afler  all  I  have  done,  it  has  not  been  able  to  pro-  of  Hwibo- 
tect  me  against  the  malice  of  a  bed-chamber  woman.  Majiiwar- 
But  your  Majesty  may  be  assured  that  my  zeal  for  you  S'Ib.  oJxe, 
and  my  country  is  so  great,  that  in  my  retirement  I  Maribo- 
shall  daily  pray  for  your  prosperity,  and  that  those  who  Q^n 
serve  you  as  faithfully  as  I  have  done  may  never  feel  \9,  i^io.  * 
the  hard  return  I  have  met  with.^ 

These  expressions,  how  just  soever  in  themselves,  and 
natural  in  one  whose  great  services  had  been  requited 
as  Marlborough's  had  been,  were  not  likely  to  make  a 
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favourable  impression  on  the  royal  mind,  and^  accord- 
ingly, at  a  private  audience  which  he  had  soon  after  of 
the  Queen,  he  was  received  in  the  coldest  manner.^  He 
retired  in  consequence  to  Blenheim,  determined  to 
resign  all  his  commands,  unless  Mrs  Masham  was 
removed  from  the  royal  presence.  Matters  seemed  so 
near  a  rupture  that  the  Queen  personally  applied  to 
several  of  the  Tories,  and  even  Jacobites,  who  had 
long  kept  aloof  from  court,  to  support  her  in  opposition 
to  the  address  expected  from  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment on  the  Duke's  resignation.  But  Harley  and  Mrs 
Masham  now  saw  that  they  were  pushing  things  too  far. 
In  Napoleon's  words,  the  pear  was  not  yet  ripe.  Accord- 
ingly by  their  advice  the  Queen  yielded  on  the  point  of 
Colonel  Hiirs  regiment,  and  intimated  to  Godolphin 
that  '^  she  would  not  insist  on  his  appointment/'  But 
though  this  concession  removed  the  original  cause  of  the 
disagreement,  it  did  not  heal  the  real  sources  of  division  ; 
for  Marlborough  was  still  resolute  to  resign  his  com- 
mand, unless  Mrs  Masham  was  removed  from  her 
situation  about  the  Queen's  person.^ 

A  meeting  of  the  principal  Whigs  took  place  at  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire's,  where  it  was  discussed  whether 
they  should  rest  satisfied  with  the  concession  which  had 
been  made,  and  allow  the  Queen's  favourite  to  remain. 
The  Duke  gave  his  decided  opinion  in  the  negative,  but 
the  majority  decided  otherwise.  Somers  and  Godolphin, 
in  particular,  did  their  utmost  to  bend  the  firm  general ; 
and  they  so  far  succeeded,  in  opposition  to  his  better 

*  "  On  Wednesday  sc'nuight  I  waited  upon  Uio  Queen,  in  order  to  rcprc- 
■ent  the  mischief  of  such  recommendations  in  the  ormy,  and  before  I  came 
away  I  ezpreascd  all  the  concern  for  her  change  to  me  that  is  natural  to  a 
man  that  has  served  her  so  faithfully  for  many  years,  which  made  no  impres- 
sion, nor  was  her  M lyeaty  pleased  to  take  so  much  notice  of  me  as  to  ask  my 
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judgment,  and  the  decided  opinion  of  the  Duchess,  as    ohap. 
to  induce  him  to  continue  in  oflSce  without  requiring      ^"' 
the  removal  of  Mrs  Masham  from  court.     The  Queen,     ^^^* 
delighted  at  this  victory  over  so  formidable  an  opponent, 
received  him  at  his  next  audience  in  Uie  most  flattering 
manner,  and  with  a  degree  of  apparent  regard  which  she 
had  scarcely  ever  evinced  to  him  in  the  days  of  his 
highest   favour.      But  in  the  midst  of  these  deceitful 
appearances  his  ruin  was  secretly  resolved  on ;  and  in 
order  to  accelerate  his  departure  from  court,  the  Queen 
inserted  in  her  reply  to  the  address  of  the  Commons,  at 
the  close  of  the  session  of  Parliament,  a  statement  of 
her  resolution  to  send  him  immediately  to  Holland,  as 
'^  I  shall  always  esteem  him  the  chief  instrument  of  my 
glory,  and  of  my  people's  happiness/'      He  embarked 
accordingly,  and  landed  at  the  Brill  on  March  18th,  in 
appearance  possessing  the  same  credit  and  authority  as 
before,  but  in  reality  thwarted  and  opposed  by  a  jealous 
and   ambitious  faction  at   home,  which  restrained  his 
most  important  measures,   and    prevented    him   from  ulusJ' 
efiecting  anything  in  future  on  a  level  with  his  former  'm-^! 
glorious  achievements.^ 

At  first  sight  it  doubtless  appears  a  very  unaccount- 
able circumstance  that  Marlborough  should  have  attached  Reflections 
so  much  importance  to  these  appointments,  and  that  the  steps  o? 
first  general  of  the  age,  and  the  head  of  the  coalition,  rough. 
should  have  seriously  thought  of  resigning  his  command, 
because  a  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  appointed 
without  his  being  consulted,  and  a  regiment  disposed  of 

Lord-Treasurer  where  I  was  upon  her  missiug  me  at  Council.  I  have  had 
several  letters  from  him  since  I  came  here,  and  I  cannot  find  that  her  Majesty 
has  ever  thought  me  worth  naming :  when  my  Lord-Treasurer  once  endea- 
voured to  show  her  the  mischief  that  would  happen,  she  made  him  no  answer 
but  a  how"— 'Marlborough  to  Lord  Somera,  January  21, 1710. 
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CHAP,  even  by  the  sovereign  against  his  recommendation.  But 
^"'  those  who  make  this  observation,  how  natural  soever  it 
*^^'  may  be,  have  not  duly  considered  either  on  what  founda- 
tion power  rests  at  all  courts,  but  especially  those  pre- 
sided over  by  a  female  sovereign,  or  what  were  the 
interests  at  stake  in  the  great  contest  which  prevailed 
between  him  and  Harley  for  ascendency  over  the  mind 
of  the  Queen.  Experience  has  abundantly  proved  that 
the  continual  and  daily  insinuation  of  adverse  senti- 
ments and  opinions,  by  those  who  have  constant  access 
to  the  person,  is  an  influence  which  even  the  strongest 
mind  can  rarely  withstand  ;  with  a  weak  sovereign,  prone 
to  inconsistency,  the  great  defect  of  the  female  char- 
acter.  and  warped  by  favouritism,  it  becomes  omnipotent. 
Hence  it  is  that  in  all  ages,  and  at  all  courts,  bed-chamber 
appointments  have  been  regarded  by  the  first  statesmen 
as  matters  of  paramount  importance,  and  that  many  of 
the  greatest  changes  recorded  in  history  have  depended 
on  the  issue  of  a  struggle  between  two  parties  for  a  few 
apparently  trivial  household  appointments.  Beyond  all 
doubt,  it  was  the  splitting  of  the  Whigs  on  the  choice 
of  the  persons  to  hold  three  wliite  sticks,  in  May  1812, 
which  was  the  main  cause  of  Napoleon's  final  overthrow, 
for  it  was  the  means  of  retaining  England  in  the  Alli- 
ance ;  and  it  was  the  yielding  of  Marlborough  in  1710, 
>Aiiton*h  as  to  Mrs  Masham's  retaining  her  appointment  about 
w.l'S.*'  Queen  Anne's  person,  which  saved  Louis  XIV.,  by 
throwing  England  out  of  it.^ 
In  addition  to  this,  it  must  be  recollected  what  and 

76. 

i^tmi  into,  how  fiTcat  wcrc  the  public  interests  which  were  at  stake 

■taktintiM  in  the  promotion  or  checking  of  this  bed-chamber  intrigue 

bwappoint-  against   Godolphin   and   Marlborough's  administration. 

They  were  both  aware  that  Harley  and  Bolingbroke, 
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judgment^  and  the  decided  opinion  of  the  Duchess,  as    ohap. 
to  induce  him  to  continue  in  oflSce  without  requiring      ^"' 
the  removal  of  Mrs  Masham  from  court.     The  Queen,     ^^^' 
delighted  at  this  victory  over  so  formidable  an  opponent, 
received  him  at  his  next  audience  in  the  most  flattering 
manner,  and  with  a  degree  of  apparent  regard  which  she 
had  scarcely  ever  evinced  to  him  in  the  days  of  his 
highest  favour.      But  in  the  midst  of  these  deceitful 
appearances  his  ruin  was  secretly  resolved  on ;  and  in 
order  to  accelerate  his  departure  from  court,  the  Queen 
inserted  in  her  reply  to  the  address  of  the  Commons,  at 
the  close  of  the  session  of  Parliament,  a  statement  of 
her  resolution  to  send  him  immediately  to  Holland,  as 
^^  I  shall  always  esteem  him  the  chief  instrument  of  my 
glory,  and  of  my  people^s  happiness."      He  embarked 
accordingly,  and  landed  at  the  Brill  on  March  18th,  in 
appearance  possessing  the  same  credit  and  authority  as 
before,  but  in  reality  thwarted  and  opposed  by  a  jealous 
and   ambitious  faction  at   home,  which  restrained  his 
most  important  measures,   and    prevented    him   from  u^-uk ' 
cfiecting  anything  in  future  on  a  level  with  his  former  22^1^/ 
glorious  achievements.^ 

At  first  sight  it  doubtless  appears  a  very  unaccount- 
able circumstance  that  Marlborough  should  have  attached  Reflections 
so  much  importance  to  these  appointments,  and  that  the  supso? 
first  general  of  the  age,  and  the  head  of  the  coalition,  rough. 
should  have  seriously  thought  of  resigning  his  command, 
because  a  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  appointed 
without  his  being  consulted,  and  a  regiment  disposed  of 

Lord-Treasurer  where  I  was  upon  her  missing  me  at  Council.  I  have  had 
several  letters  from  him  since  I  came  here,  and  I  cannot  find  that  her  Majesty 
has  ever  thought  me  worth  naming :  when  my  Lord-Treasurer  once  endea- 
Yoored  to  show  her  the  mischief  that  would  happen^  she  made  him  no  answer 
bni  a  lixyir/'^Marlbwrough  to  Lord  Somen,  January  21, 1710. 
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cBAP.  them  iuto  the  most  dreadfiil  excesses :  bm  now  the 
^"'  apostle  of  passire  obedience  and  non-reasiance  had 
17W.  become  the  idol  of  popular  adoradoD.  For  the  preser- 
yatioD  of  the  balance  of  power,  they  had  contended  for 
a  quarter  of  a  centorj  with  the  most  heroic  persererance, 
and,  in  the  pursuit  of  that  object,  consented  to  the 
greatest  sacrifices ;  but  now  thev  gare  their  support  to 
a  party  wliich  was  prepared  to  abandon  all  these  objects, 
leave  the  ancient  enemy  of  England  in  possession  of 
all  but  uniTcrsal  power,  and  conclude  a  glorious  and 
triumphant  war  by  a  perilous  and  disgraceful  peace. 
The  general  who  led  their  armies  had  been  beyond  all 
precedent  successful :  his  career  had  been  one  continued 
triumph  ;  he  had  uerer  yet  suffered  a  reverse ;  and  not 
only  were  they  prepared  to  forego  the  whole  fruit  of  his 
victories,  but  he  himself  had  become,  without  reason,  the 
object  of  unmeasured  obloquy  and  vituperation. 

lint  the  marvel  ceases  when  the  ruling  selfishness  of 
(.'hum  i4  the  vast  majority  of  men  is  taken  into  consideration,  and 
AbUi cImm««.  the  unvarying  ellect  of  transcendent  greatness  to  produce 
envy — of  magnitude  of  obligations  to  breed  ingratitude. 
^i*lic  (leeds  of  the  great  seldom  awaken  in  little  minds 
any  other  feeling  but  that  of  jealousy ;  gratitude  for 
iiiVourH  is  felt  wa  a  pleasurable  sensation  only  by  the 
generouH,  and  to  them  it  its  })erhaps  the  highest.  It  was 
thcj  very  greatness  of  Marlborough,  the  magnitude  and 
inappreciable  nature  of  his  services,  which  proved  his 
rtiiti,  for  they  at  once  roused  the  envy  of  the  malignant, 
and  opprcHHcd  the  selfish  with  the  painful  feeling  of  irre- 
quitulile  ()l>ligalion.  More  particularly,  it  was  the  combi- 
nation of  military  greatness  with  civil  power  and  influ- 
oneo  which  proved  fatal  to  him,  as  it  has  done  to  almost 
every  ilhiiitrious  man  in  ancient  or  modern  times  in 
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whose  bands  it  has  even  for  a  brief  period  been  invested,     chap. 
To  see  one  who  was  once  their  equal  at  the  same  time      ^"' 
triumphing  over  their  enemies  and  ruling  themselves,  is     ^^os. 
in  general  felt  as  insupportable  bj  mankind.     It  is  in  a 
sovereign  only,  to  whom  it  descends  by  birthright,  that 
it  can  be  tolerated.     In  any  other,  it  produces  such  a 
mortification  of  self-love  to  others  as  ere  long  ends  in  a 
storm,  by  which  the  obnoxious  benefactor  of  his  country 
is  overthrown. 

Miltiades  and  Themistocles  in  Greece,  Scipio  and 
CdBsar  in  Rome,  fell  successive  sacrifices  to  this  feeling :  Paniiei « 
Cromwell  escaped  the  ruin  with  which  it  is  fraught  only  fo?£w  "* 
by  a  fortunate  death ;  Napoleon,  by  turning  the  selfish 
passions  of  the  people  loose  upon  foreign  countries.  The 
moment  he  ceased  to  feed  the  public  desires  by  continued 
triumphs  was  the  commencement  of  his  fall ;  he  has  told 
us  so  himself  a  hundred  times.  Wellington  escaped  it 
only  by  being  clear  of  political  power  when  he  had  the 
command  of  the  army :  his  unpopularity  in  1831,  and 
narrow  escape  from  death  in  the  streets  of  London  on 
June  18,  1832,  may  show  us  how  speedily  his  power 
would  have  been  shattered,  if,  like  Marlborough,  he  had 
attempted  to  combine  the  functions  of  prime-minister 
and  commander-in-chief ;  if  he  had  united  the  influence 
of  Mr  Pitt  to  the  glory  of  the  Peninsular  triumphs. 
Men  can  bear,  though  generally  with  some  degree  of 
impatience,  a  long  career  of  military  greatness  in  their 
generals,  for  it  is  gained  over  their  enemies ;  but  they 
never  can  tolerate  for  any  length  of  time,  in  any  but  a 
crowned  head,  civil  power  in  their  rulers,  for  it  is  exer- 
cised over  themselves.  A  combination  of  the  two  is 
speedily  felt  as  insupportable. 
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CHAP,     favourable  impression  on  the  royal  mind,  and,  accord- 
^"'      ingly,  at  a  private  audience  which  he  had  soon  after  of 
^^^-     the  Queen,  he  was  received  in  the  coldest  manner.^    He 
He  deter-    retired    in    consequence    to   Blenheim,   determined   to 
retignifMn  rcsigu   all  his    commauds,   unless    Mrs   M asham   was 
not  re-       rcmovcd  from  the  royal  presence.     Matters  seemed  so 
near  a  rupture  that  the  Queen  personally  applied  to 
several  of  the   Tories,  and  even   Jacobites,  who   had 
long  kept  aloof  from  court,  to  support  her  in  opposition 
to  the  address  expected  from  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment on  the  Duke's  resignation.     But  Harley  and  Mrs 
Masham  now  saw  that  they  were  pushing  things  too  far. 
In  Napoleon's  words,  the  pear  was  not  yet  ripe.    Accord- 
ingly by  their  advice  the  Queen  yielded  on  the  point  of 
Colonel   Hill's  regiment,  and  intimated  to  Godolphin 
that  ''  she  would  not  insist  on  his  appointment."     But 
>  Maribo-    though  this  conccssiou  removed  the  oridnal  cause  of  the 
LoTd  So-     disagreement,  it  did  not  heal  the  real  sources  of  division ; 
21,1710.     for  Marlborough  was  still  resolute  to  resign  his  com- 
140-1*49.     mand,  unless   Mrs    Masham    was    removed  from  her 
situation  about  the  Queen's  person.^ 

A  meeting  of  the  principal  Whigs  took  place  at  the 

Bntuper-  Dukc  of  Devoushirc's,  where  it  was  discussed  whether 

rieid,Mdii  they  should  rest  satisfied  with  the  concession  which  had 

mradfeS    been  made,  and  allow  the  Queen's  favourite  to  remain. 

QaMo.       The  Duke  gave  his  decided  opinion  in  the  negative,  but 

the  majority  decided  otherwise.    Somers  and  Godolphin, 

in  particular,  did  their  utmost  to  bend  the  firm  general ; 

and  they  so  far  succeeded,  in  opposition  to  his  better 

*  "  On  Wednesday  sennight  I  waited  upon  the  Queen,  in  order  to  repre- 
■ODt  the  miaohiof  of  sucli  recommendations  in  the  army,  and  before  I  came 
away  I  expressed  all  the  concern  for  her  change  to  nic  that  is  natural  to  a 
man  that  has  sen'ed  her  so  faithfully  for  many  years,  which  made  no  impres- 
sion, Dor  was  her  Mijesty  pleased  to  take  so  much  notice  of  me  as  to  ask  my 
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judgment^  and  the  decided  opinion  of  the  Duchess^  as    chap. 
to  induce  him  to  continue  in  oflSce  without  requiring      ^"' 
the  removal  of  Mrs  Masham  from  court.     The  Queen,     ^^^' 
delighted  at  this  victory  over  so  formidable  an  opponent, 
received  him  at  his  next  audience  in  the  most  flattering 
manner,  and  with  a  degree  of  apparent  regard  which  she 
had  scarcely  ever  evinced  to  him  in  the  days  of  his 
highest  favour.      But  in  the  midst  of  these  deceitful 
appearances  his  ruin  was  secretly  resolved  on ;  and  in 
order  to  accelerate  his  departure  from  court,  the  Queen 
inserted  in  her  reply  to  the  address  of  the  Commons,  at 
the  close  of  the  session  of  Parliament,  a  statement  of 
her  resolution  to  send  him  immediately  to  Holland,  as 
^^  I  shall  always  esteem  him  the  chief  instrument  of  my 
glory,  and  of  my  people's  happiness/'      He  embarked 
accordingly,  and  landed  at  the  Brill  on  March  18th,  in 
appearance  possessing  the  same  credit  and  authority  as 
before,  but  in  reality  thwarted  and  opposed  by  a  jealous 
and   ambitious  faction  at   home,  which  restrained  his 
most  important  measures,   and    prevented    him  from  ulubj' 
effecting  anything  in  future  on  a  level  with  his  former  226-^! 
glorious  achievements.^ 

At  first  sight  it  doubtless  appears  a  very  unaccount- 
able circumstance  that  Marlborough  should  have  attached  Reflections 
so  much  importance  to  these  appointments,  and  that  the  steps  o? 
first  general  of  the  age,  and  the  head  of  the  coalition,  rough.^ 
should  have  seriously  thought  of  resigning  his  command, 
because  a  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  appointed 
without  his  being  consulted,  and  a  regiment  disposed  of 

Lord-Treasurer  where  I  was  upon  her  missing  me  at  Council.  I  have  had 
several  letters  from  him  since  I  came  here,  and  I  cannot  find  that  her  Majesty 
has  ever  thought  me  worth  naming :  when  my  Lord-Treasurer  once  endea- 
voured to  show  her  the  mischief  that  would  happen^  she  made  him  no  answer 
but  a  how"— Marlbor(mgh  to  Lord  Somen,  Januaiy  21, 1710. 
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OHAP.         The  cxpeditiou  to  Russia,  which  forms  so  prominent 
^"'     and  sublime  a  part  of  the  wars  of  the  Revolution,  was 
1709.     not  without  its  counterpart  in  that  of  the  Succession. 
Remarkable  Charlcs  XII.  was  the  predecessor  of  Napoleon  in  the 
SStnva-**^  great  assault  on  the  Muscovite  power.     The  identity 
R^iTby    between  these  two  memorable  expeditions,  with  just  a 
^Lwd     century  between  them,  was  such  that  it  almost  seems 
Napoleon,    miraculous.     Both  paved  the  way  for  the  attack  on  the 
great  northern  power,  by  the  conquest  of  all  the  lesser 
states  in  their  vicinity  ;  both  prepared  long,  and  accu- 
mulated all  their  forces  for  the  decisive  struggle.     The 
world   anticipated  for  both   triumphant  success  in  its 
issue.      Both  brought  to  the  attempt  military  talents 
of  the  highest,  military  glory  of  the  most  commanding 
kind.     Both  were  surrounded  before  they  set  out  by  the 
princes  and  diplomatists  of  Europe,  anxious  to  secure 
their  favour  or  deprecate  their  wrath  ;    both  set  (mt 
from  Dresden.      The  world  in  anxious   suspense,  but 
confident  expectation,  gazed  on  the  steps  of  both  in  the 
progress  towards  what  seemed  the  entire  dominion  of 
Eastern   Europe.     Both  met  with   destruction  in   the 
ultimate  fate  of  the  attempt ;  and  it  is  hard  to  say  to 
which  the  lines  of  the  poet  are  most  applicable : — 

"  No  joys  to  biin  pacific  eceptros  yield ; 
War  Bouudii  tho  trump,  he  rushes  to  the  field. 
Behold  Burrouuding  kiugs  their  powers  combine, 
And  some  capitulate  and  some  resign. 
Peace  courts  his  hand,  but  spreads  her  charms  in  vain ; 
'  Think  nothing  gained,'  ho  cries, '  till  nought  remain, 
On  Moscow's  walls  till  Gothic  standards  fly, 
And  all  be  mine  beneath  the  Polar  sky!' 
The  march  begins  in  militory  Htuto, 
And  nations  on  his  eye  suspended  wait ; 
Stem  famine  guards  the  solitary  coast. 
And  winter  barricades  the  realms  of  frost. 
He  comoH-  not  want  and  cold  bis  course  delay ; 
Hide,  blushing  glory,  hide  Pultowa's  day  I 
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The  vanquished  hero  leaves  his  broken  bands,  CHAP. 

And  shows  his  miseries  in  distant  lands ;  VIII. 

Condemned  a  needy  suppliant  to  wait,  

While  ladies  interpose  and  slaves  debate.  I7ii9, 

But  did  not  chance  at  length  her  error  mend  1 

Did  no  subverted  empire  mark  his  end  1 

Did  rival  monarchs  give  the  fatal  wound  1 

Or  hostile  millions  press  him  to  the  groimd  ? 

His  fall  was  destined  to  a  barren  strand, 

A  petty  fortress  and  a  dubious  hand  : 

He  left  a  name  at  which  the  world  grow  pale. 

To  point  a  moral,  or  adorn  a  tale."** 

No  sooner  had  Charles  XII.,  by  the  indefatigable  ex- 
ertions and  diplomatic  address  of  Marlborough,  effected  Prond'poti- 
a  pacification  with  the  Emperor  and  the  German  powers,  cbLies 
than  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  East,  and  made  iwen, 
serious  preparations  for  his  long-meditated  expedition  u^hu 
against  Russia.     Not  a  doubt  crossed  his  mind  as  to  its  PoiLd. 
ultimate  success ;  and  his  confidence  was  generally  shared 
by  all  the  statesmen  of  Europe.     He  had  so  long  and 
uniformly  been  yictorious  that  he  was  thought  to  be 
inyincible.     He  had  defeated  at  Narva  sixty  thousand 
Russians  with  nine  thousand  Swedes.     He  had  recently 
dictated,  as  a  conqueror,  from  his  camp  at  Alt-Ranstadt, 
near  Leipsic,  a  glorious  peace  to  his  rival,  Augustus, 
king  of  Poland,  by  which  the  latter  renounced  all  his 
rights  to  that  throne,  and  even  consented  to  deliver  up 
Count  Fatkul,  the  ambassador  of  the  Czar  Peter  at  his 
court,  to  his  vengeance,  whom,  with  frightful  barbarity, 
at  which  all  Europe  shuddered,  Charles  had  put  to  death 
like  a  common  murderer  on  the  wheel.    He  had  recently 
visited  the  plain  of  Lutzen,  and  the  tomb  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  and  said,  on  leaving  it,  "  I  have  endeavoured 
to  live  like  him  :  perhaps  God  will  accord  to  me  a  death 
like  his."     His  court  at  Dresden  had  resembled  rather 

*  Johnson's  Vanity  of /{uman  Withes. 
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oHAP.     that  of  Timour  the  Tartar  and  Attila,  than  anything 
^'"'     previously  witnessed  in  European  history.*      Nothing 

1 B-^^^'  h.  ^^  ®^®^  ^^®  ^^  *^^  Napoleon,  a  century  after,  set  out 
V?i*T"2?^-   from  the  same  capital  on  a  similar  expedition.     No  one 

▼111.  193,  *^  ^ 

(J??'^*"  ,  could  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  success  of  an  enterprise 

XIL)   Vol-  * 

^^w—  undertaken  by  a  monarch  possessed  of  such  resources,  at 
Grmnd.  the  head  of  an  army  which  had  never  sustained  a  reverse, 
and  actuated  by  such  ambitious  and  heroic  sentiments.  ^ 
Charles  commenced  his  march  from  Dresden  on  the 
HiainAKh  7th  September  1707,  directing  his  steps  towards  Poland. 
dentoPo-   Hc  was  at  the  head  of  forty-three  thousand  veteran 

Und,  Sept.  *^ 

1707.  troops,  admirably  disciplined  and  equipped,  and  pro- 
vided with  every  necessary  for  the  most  protracted  cam- 
paign, from  the  heavy  contributions  they  had  so  long 
levied  on  the  opulent  provinces  of  Saxony.  Six  thou- 
sand men  were  left  by  the  Swedish  monarch  at  Warsaw 
to  defend  the  crown  of  Stanislaus,  whom,  in  lieu  of 
Augustus,  he  had  placed  on  the  throne  of  Poland.  With 
the  remainder  of  his  forces  Charles  directed  his  march, 
with  fearless  intrepidity,  into  the  interior  of  Russia.  He 
never  thought  of  his  adversary's  forces  :  Alexander  the 
Great,  with  thirty-five  thousand  men,  had  attempted  and 
effected  the  conquest  of  Asia.  He  directed  his  steps 
.    across  Lithuania,  crossed  the  Borysthenes  at  Mohilow,  the 

■  Bionwph. 

Unit.  Tiii.   scene  of  one  of  the  first  actions  between  Napoleon  and  the 

193).    Vol-  ^ 

uir*—       Russians  in  the  campaign  of  1812,  and  arrived,  without 
<*»«Mi.       any  serious  opposition,  on  the  Dnieper,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Smolensko,^  the  theatre  of  the  first  desperate 

*  **  Charlee  XII.  jouiflsait  de  Bon  succte  dans  Alt-Ranstadt,  pris  de  Leipeio. 
Les  princes  ProtoBtans  do  TEmpire  d'Allemagne  venaient  en  foulc,  lui  rendre 
l«ura  hommages  et  lui  demander  sa  protection.  Preaque  toutea  lea  puiasanoea 
lui  envojaient  dea  ambaasadeuxiB.  L'Empereur  Joeeph  L  d^fSrait  i  sea  vo- 
lontte.  Pierre  auocombait  i  aoa  ruea  i  regard  de  Pologne.** — Voltaiiuc,  Vie 
di  Pierrt  U  Orand,  ohap.  16. 
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battle   between  those   redoubtable   opponents  in   that    ohap. 

dreadful  contest.  1 

Hitherto  the   Swedes  had    experienced  no  serious 
opposition  in  their  march :  but  from  the  time  that,  in  ineremnog 

*  *  difficaltiM 

the  neighbourhood  of  Smolensko^  they  entered  the  old  of  ch»riei 

,  inhiimarch. 

territories  of  Red  Russia,  the  case  was  very  diflFerent. 
The  terrible  features  of  a  national  war  immediately 
manifested  themselves.  The  Russians  pursued  the  sys- 
tem by  which,  a  century  after,  on  the  advice  of  Welling- 
ton, they  defeated  the  invasion  of  Napoleon.  They 
made  no  attempt  to  resist  the  Swedes  in  pitched  battles, 
for  which  they  were  conscious  they  were  unequal,  but 
withdrew  from  the  villages  as  they  approached ;  fired 
the  houses,  which,  being  all  built  of  wood,  were  speedily 
reduced  to  ashes  ;  destroyed  the  mills,  burnt  or  carried 
away  the  grain,  drove  oflF  the  cattle,  defaced  the  roads, 
and  broke  down  the  bridges.  The  main  body  of  the 
Swedish  army  advanced  without  opposition,  though  very 
slowly,  from  these  obstacles ;  but  an  active  enemy, 
mounted  on  indefatigable  steeds,  hovered  on  its  flanks, 
and  the  foraging  parties  and  detachments  which  they 
sent  out  to  obtain  provisions  were  speedily  assailed  by 
an  enemy  previously  invisible,  but  who  never  failed  to 
make  his  presence  felt  when  an  insulated  party  presented 
an  opportunity  for  attack.  The  old  tactics  of  the  East 
against  the  West  were  again  repeated  for  the  twentieth 
time ;  and  the  march  of  Charles  XII.  recalled  the  suffer- 
ings of  Darius  in  Scythia,  of  Crassus  in  Mesopotamia,  ^  Biognph. 
or  of  Richard  Coeur-de-Lion  in  Palestine,  of  which  an-  193.  boxe'i 
cient  story  and  modern  romance  have  left  such  graphic  96. 
pictures.^  * 

*  The  Marlborough  Paper$  contain  several  very  interesting  letters  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  from  Count  Piper,  in  which  he  details  the  rapid  pro- 
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CHAP.         Meanwhile  the  Czar,  while  he  avoided  any  serious 
^"^-      action,  followed  the  footsteps  of  the  invader  at  a  little 
1709.     distance  with  a  large   army  ;   and  this  circumstance, 
chariMdi.  joined  to  the  difficulties  experienced  in  his  march  from 
march  to     the  dcvastation  of  the  country  and  flight  of  the  inhabit- 
to  join       ants,  induced  Charles  to  lend  a  willing  ear  to  the  propo- 
^^    sitions  of  Mazeppa,  Hetman  of  the  Cossacks,  who  offered 
him  his  alliance  and  the  support  of  his  people.     He 
never  doubted  of  success  when  his  veteran  Swedes  were 
supported  by  twenty  thousand  light  horse,  whom  the 
Cossack  chief  could  bring  into  the  field.     Thither,  ac- 
cordingly, Charles  directed  his  steps,  and,  crossing  the 
Dnieper,  he  plunged  into  the  boundless  and  desolate 
plains  of  the  Ukraine.     Infinite  difficulties  were  expe- 
rienced in  the  course  of  the  march,  which  took  up  a  very 
long  time ;  and  when  at  length  Mazeppa  did  make  his 
appearance,  in  September  1708,  it  was  with  two  regi- 
ments instead  of  twenty  thousand  men.     In  effect,  he 
had  raised  eighteen  thousand,  who  joined  his  standard, 
thinking  they  were  to  combat  for  the  Czar ;  but  no 
viodo       sooner  did  they  learn  that  they  were  to  join  the  King 
17.,  Biog.   of  Sweden  than  all  the  rest  abandoned  their  colours,  and 
Ida.     '     returned  home,  resolved  not  to  be   treacherous  to  a 
sovereign  who  had  given  them  no  cause  of  offence,  i 

Meanwhile  a  still  more  serious  disaster  befel  the 
Swedish  monarch.  His  ammunition  and  stores  of  every 
kind  having  been  exhausted  by  his  long  marches  and 

gross  of  Charles  XII.  through  tho  western  proyinces  of  Muscovy,  in  his  march 
towards  the  Ukraine.  He  describes  the  general  consternation  of  the  Russians, 
their  abandonment  of  their  homos,  the  voluntary  conflagration  of  their  towns 
and  villages,  and  considers  the  conquest  of  tho  coimtry  and  dethronement 
of  the  Clear  as  inevitable.  These  accounts  resemble  those  given  in  tho  bul- 
letins of  Napoleon  of  the  self-sacrifices  of  the  Russians  in  1812.— See  Coxe, 
▼.  96,  noCe. 


MABLBOBOUGH.  91 

protracted  residence,  now  extending  to  above  a  year  in  chap. 
Poland  and  the  Ukraine,  a  great  convoy  was  with  ^"^ 
infinite  pains  collected  in  Lithuania,  and  introsted  to     ^7^^* 

Q 

the  Swedish  general,  Levenhaupt,  who  was  at  the  head  Defeat  of 
of  24,000   men,   of  whom  not   a  half  were  Swedish  MdSjSISf 
troops.    Charles,  disappointed  in  the  supplies  he  expected  ^o^s^ 
from  Mazeppa,  and  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits  from  ^^'  ^'^ 
want  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  sent  the  most  urgent 
orders  to   his  lieutenant  to  hasten  his   march.      But 
these  orders  arrived  too  late  to  avert  the  disaster  which 
ensued.    The  Czar,  intent  on  intercepting  this  important 
convoy,  upon  the  safe  arrival  of  which  the  issue  of  the 
campaign  and  the  fate  of  his  crown  depended,  collected 
a  powerful  army  of  thirty  thousand  combatants,  with 
which  he  watched  the  movements  of  the  Swedish  general. 
He  permitted  him,  with   the  huge   convoy  which  he 
conducted,  to  pass  the  fiorysthenes  without  molestation, 
but    fell   upon   him   when   his  unwieldy   column    was 
involved  in   the   extensive   marshes   which  adjoin  the 
tributary  streams  that,   from  the  eastward,  flow   into 
that  noble  river.     The  Swedes  fought  with  their  usual 
gallantry,  and,  during  four  days  that  the  conflict  lasted, 
were  never  entirely  broken.     But  the  perseverance  of 
the   Russians,   and   the   skill  of  the   Czar,  at  length 
triumphed,  and  inflicted  on  their  opponents  the  most 
dreadful  disaster.     By  almost  incredible  exertions  of 
valour,  Levenhaupt,  with  a  part  of  his  force,  succeeded  in 
making  his  way  through,  and  joined  Charles  ;  but  he  lost 
8000  men  killed  and  wounded,  950  prisoners,  17  guns,  viedo 
and  45  standards  ;  and,  what  was  a  still  greater  disaster,  17..  ^ipg. 
the  whole  precious  convoy  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  193. ' 
Russians.^ 

Charles,  though  grievously  aflFected  by  this  disaster. 
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CHAP,     was  not  dismajed.     Having  collected  25,000  men  from 

^"^-     the  remains  of  his  own  army,  the  wreck  of  Levenhaupt's 

1709.     force,  and  the  trifling  reinforcements  brought  up  by 

March  of     Mazcppa,  he  passed  the  Desna,  and  in  the  commence- 

^Jj^      ment  of  winter  began  his  march  towards  Moscow.     No 

v^ms.  words  can  convey  an  idea  of  the  horrors  of  the  march,  or 

the  suflferings  which  the  soldiers  underwent  in  the  course 

of  it.    Charles,  however,  still  persevered,  and  stifled  every 

complaint  by  sharing  the  fare,  enduring  the  hardships, 

and  facing  the  dangers  of  the  meanest  soldier  in  his 

army.     Animated  by  this  example,  the  troops  struggled 

on  with  heroic  resolution  ;  but  the  rigour  of  the  climate 

was  not  the  less  severely  felt  by  their  exhausted  frames. 

In  the  month  of  December  the  thermometer  fell  to  20* 

below  zero  of  Fahrenheit ;  and  under  this  terrible  cold 

above  two  thousand  of  his  men,  almost  all  destitute  of 

any  adequate  clothing,  perished  in  a  few  days.     In  vain 

the  Chancellor  Piper  conjured  him  to  halt,  to  fortify 

himself  in  some  town  of  the  Ukraine,  or  to  recross  the 

Desna,  and  seek  refuge  in  Poland.     Charles  replied, 

Noru^^S.  that  to  do  so  would  be  to  fly  before  the  Czar ;  that  he 

uinH  Vie  was  uot  the  man  to  do  so  ;  that  the  weather  would  soon 

e.  17.         become   milder ;   and  that  they  must  continue  their 

march  to  Moscow.^ 

Animated  by  the   heroic  spirit   of  their  chief,  the 
AfWr»       Swedes,  like  the  Macedonians  of  old,  followed  their 
har(Uhi|>^    beloved  king  through  difficulties  which,  to  any  other 
■liTJaiiMlI^  troops,  would  have  been  deemed  insurmountable.   Driven 
in  diflferent,  and  often  opposite  directions,  by  the  neces- 
sity of  finding  subsistence,  they  advanced  at  one  period 
towards  the  south-east,  as  far  as  the  western  end  of  the 
great  central  ridge  which  separates  the  Nogois  Tartars 
from  the  Cossacks  of  Tanais.     It  is  on  the  east  of  those 


MARLBOROUQH.  93 

moQDtaiiis  that  the  altars  which  mark  the  extreme  limits     chap. 
of  Alexander  the  Great's  conquests  in  Asia  still  remain.     ^"'' 
He  was  there  joined  by  some  thousand  Zaporavians,      ^7(». 
whom  he  embodied  into  two  regiments.     Aided  bj  this 
reinforcement,  he  laid  siege  to  Pcjltowa,  a  small  town, 
situated  on  the  river  Vorskla,  in  which  there  were  con- 
siderable supplies  of  provisions,  and  which  might  serve 
as  a  base  for  operations  in  the  direction  of  Moscow.    No 
sooner  did  Peter  hear  that  this  town  was  besieged  than 
he  collected  all  his  forces,  and  advanced  at  tlie  head  of 
sixty  thousand  men,  for  the  most  part  well-disciplined  ^ 
veterans,  accompanied  by  a  plentiful  train  of  artillery,  vie  de 
to  attack   the  Swedish  king,  whose  troops  were  now  17..  Biog. 
reduced  by  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  sickness,  and  the  194. ' 
sword,  to  twenty-four  thousand  men.^ 

The  Czar  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pultowa 
on  the  15th  June,  and  took  post  at  a  little  distance  Prepan- 
from  Charles.     His  first  care  was  to  place  his  cavalry  utueof 

in  a  position  between  two  woods,  where  it  could  not  be  June  Tb^ 

,  1 709 

outflanked.      His  next,   to    cover    his    infantry   with 

redoubts,  which  might  enable  them  to  withstand  the 
dreaded  assault  of  the  Swedish  soldiers.     For  the  next 
fortnight  nothing  material  occurred  except  some  skir- 
mishes between  the  light  troops  on  either  side,  in  one  of 
which  Charles  was  severely  wounded  by  a  musket-ball 
in  the  foot,  which  confined  him  for  several  days  to  bed, 
and  obliged  him  to  submit  to  a  painful  operation,  which 
he  bore  with  his   wonted   stoicism.      Before  he  was 
recovered,  or  able  to  sit  on  horseback,  he  learned  that 
the  Czar  was  making  preparations  to  attack  him  in  his  vie  de 
intrenchments.     No  sooner  did  he  obtain  this  intelli-  il^bi^. 
gence  than  the  spirit  of  the  hero  revived.^     He  imme-  isa^'  ^'' 
diately  ordered  the  troops  to  issue  from  their  camp,  and. 
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CHAP,    instead  of  awaiting  the  attack,  made  dispositions  for 

^"'     himself  assaulting  the  Russian  intrenchments.     Being 

1709.     still  unable  to  sit  on  horseback,  he  was  carried  in  a  litter 

to  share  in  the  dangers  and  glories  of  a  day  which  could 

not  fail  to  be  decisire  of  the  fate  of  the  Russian  and 

Swedish  monarchies. 

Such  was  the  valour  of  the  Swedish  infantry  that  on 
Butueof  the  first  onset  they  carried  two  redoubts;  and  in  the 
andtotJ     first  tumult  of  success  they  shouted  "Victory.'^     But 

dafest  of  j  »i 

chariai,  their  triumph  was  of  short  duration.  The  other  redoubts 
i7(^. '  were  bravely  defended  ;  and  the  Czar,  confident  in  his 
numbers  and  the  discipline  of  his  troops,  led  them  out  of 
their  intrenchments,  and  the  battle  became  general  in  the 
open  plain.  The  leaders  on  each  side  shared  in  the 
dangers  of  the  meanest  soldier,  and  displayed  a  valour 
worthy  of  the  most  exalted  rank.  No  great  manceuvring 
took  place ;  hand  to  hand,  breast  to  breast,  bayonet  to 
bayonet,  they  contended  for  two  hours  with  the  most 
determined  resolution.  The  litter  of  Charles  was  broken 
in  pieces  by  a  cannon-shot,  and  one  of  the  men  who 
carried  it  killed  by  his  side.  He  calmly  ordered  himself 
to  be  put  down,  and  sat  till  a  new  one  was  formed  of  the 
pikes  of  the  soldiers.  The  Czar  had  his  clothes  perfor- 
ated in  several  places  with  musket-balls,  but,  almost  by 
a  miracle,  himself  escaped  unhurt.  At  length,  after  a 
desperate  conflict,  the  Swedes,  overwhelmed  by  numbers 
three  times  their  own,  were  broken  on  all  sides.  A 
desperate  carnage  took  place,  for  scarce  any  quarter  was 
given.  Nine  thousand  were  killed  on  the  field  of  battle, 
vie*d«  "  three  thousand  prisoners,  chiefly  cavalry,  were  made  in 
17.  Bioff.  the  pursuit :  the  Russians  only  lost  twelve  hundred 
im/'  ^''  men.  Of  necessity  Charles  was  mounted  on  horseback 
in  the  general  flight  from  the  field.  ^    He  bore  the  excru- 
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dating  torture  of  his  wound,  and  the  anguish  of  a  defeat     chap. 
irreparable  beyond  example,  with  equal  resolution.  ^"^* 

Great  as  was  this  disaster,  it  was  shortly  after  followed     ^709. 
by  another  still  more  overwhelming.     Charles  retreated  snmnder 
towards  the   south  with   fourteen   thousand  men,   the  thoonnd 
remains  of  all  that  had  escaped  from  that  fatal  field,  der  Count 
But  he  was  pursued  by  Prince  Menzikoflf,  at  the  head  of  i^*    ^ 
ten  thousand  of  that  light  horse  which,  in  every  age, 
have  proved  so  formidable  to  the  invaders  of  the  nomad 
plains.  The  Swedes,  keeping  close  together,  contrived  to 
retire  for  some  days  without  experiencing  any  consider- 
able disaster  ;  but  at  length  they  were  entirely  enveloped 
by   their  indefatigable  pursuers.      Surrounded   on  all 
sides,  encumbered  with  wounded,  without  either  provi- 
sions or  ammunition,  that  proud  infantry,  which  had 
achieved  so  many  victories,  and  universally  passed  for 
invincible,  was  reduced  to  despair,  and  obliged  to  capitu- 
late.    Fourteen  thousand  men  laid  down   their   arms, 
including  the  whole  Zaporavians,  the  last  allies  of  the 
unhappy  monarch,  and  who  had  suffered  least  in  the 
battle.      Count  Piper,  the  king's  prime-minister,  Field- 
Marshal  Henschild,  General  Levcnhaupt,  and  all  the 
other  general  oflBcers  of  the  army,  were  included  in  that 
disastrous  capitulation.     Charles,  however,  whom  nothing 
could  subdue,  refused  to  be  included  in  it,  and  made  his 
way  across  the  Borysthenes  at  the  head  of  two  thousand 
horse — the  poor  remains  of  forty-three  thousand  whom  vie  de 
he  had  led  in  person  from  Saxony,  and  eighteen  thou-  17.  Bi^. 
sand  who  had  subsequently  set  out  to  join  him  under  194.  * 
General  Levenhaupt.^ 

This  decisive  victory  at  once  doubled  the  strength  of 
Russia,  and  reduced  Sweden  again  to  its  original  rank 
of  a  fourjtJi-rate  power,  from  which  it  had  been  only 
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CHAP,     raised  by  the  transcendent  military  abilities  of  Gustavus 
^"''      Adolphus  and  Charles  XII.      Yet  is  it  evident  that 
1709.     this  terrible  catastrophe,  which  closed  the  military  career 
lufleetiona  of  thc  latter  conqueror,  and  first  established  Russia  in 
eTOt"»nd   the  proud  pre-eminence  which  she  has  ever  since  main- 
Siioildto  tained,   was  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  owing  to  his  own 
roS^^      imprudence,  and  his  unfounded  contempt  of  the  enemy 
whom  he  had  to  combat     The  opinion  of  Napoleon 
seems  unquestionably  well  founded,  that  his  disasters 
were  entirely  owing  to  his  forgetting  the  first  principle 
of  military  science — that  of  maintaining  a  connection 
with  the  base  of  operations ;  and  that  if  he  had  pro- 
ceeded   more    methodically,   and    secured    himself    in 
Poland  before  he  advanced  to  Moscow,  he  would  have 
proved   successful.      It  is   remarkable   that  the   very 
fault  which  that  great  man  lias  so  clearly  pointed  out 
in  the  campaign  of  Charles,  is  precisely  the  one  into 
which  he  himself  fell  in  his  invasion  of  the  same  coun- 
try.    Marlborough  was  much  affected   with  this  total 
ruin  of  a  monarch  who  had  lately  had  such  brilliant 
prospects,  and  a  warrior  whom  he  knew  personally,  and 
?  Napoleon  highly  estccmcd.     But  he  was  too  sagacious  not  to  see 
iii.  172-174.  that  his  undue  contempt  of  his  enemies  had  been  the 

Coxe-T.  ^  -111* 

97,98.       cause  of  all  his  misfortunes,  and  that  his  imprudence 
had  been  his  ruin.^  ^ 

Peter   the  Great,  who   gained  this  astonishing  and 
decisive  success,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men 


*  **  If  this  unfortiiDate  king  hod  been  so  well  advised  as  to  have  made 
peace  the  bcginniiig  of  this  summer,  he  might  in  a  great  measure  have 
influenced  the  peace  between  Franco  and  the  Allies,  and  made  other  king- 
doms happy.  I  am  extremely  touche<l  with  the  misfortunes  of  this  young 
king.  Uis  continued  successes,  and  the  contempt  ho  had  of  his  enemies, 
have  been  his  ruin.** — Marlborough  to  Qodolphin,  August  26,  1709  ;  Detp. 
▼.  510. 
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who  ever  appeared  on  the  theatre  of  public  affairs.  He  chap. 
was  nothing  by  halves.  For  good  or  for  evil  he  was  ^'"' 
gigantic.  Vigour  seems  to  have  been  the  great  char-  ^^09. 
acteristic  of  his  mind ;  but  it  was  often  fearfully  dis-  chu»eterof 
figured  by  passion,  and  he  was  not  unfrequently  misled  o^tof* 
by  the  example  of  more  advanced  states.  To  elevate  "****" 
Russia  to  an  exalted  place  among  nations,  and  give  her 
the  influence  which  her  vast  extent  and  physical  resources 
seemed  to  put  within  her  reach,  was  throughout  life  the 
great  object  of  his  ambition  ;  and  he  succeeded  in  it  to 
an  extent  which  naturally  acquired  for  him  the  un- 
bounded admiration  of  mankind.  His  overthrow  of  the 
Strelitzes,  long  the  Praetorian  Guards  and  terror  of  the 
Czars  of  Muscovy,  was  effected  with  a  vigour  and  stained 
by  a  cnielty  similar  to  that  with  which  Sultan  Mah- 
moud,  a  century  after,  destroyed  the  Janissaries  at  Con- 
stantinople. The  sight  of  a  young  and  despotic  sove- 
reign leaving  the  glittering  toys  and  real  enjoyments  of 
royalty,  to  labour  in  the  dockyards  of  Saardem  with  his 
own  hands,  and  instruct  his  subjects  in  ship-building  by 
first  teaching  himself,  was  too  striking  and  remarkable 
not  to  excite  universal  attention.  And  when  the  result 
of  this  was  seen, — when  the  Czar  was  found  introducing 
among  his  subjects  the  military  discipline,  naval  archi- 
tecture, nautical  skill,  as  well  as  other  arts  and  warlike 
institutions  of  Europe,  and  in  consequence  long  resisting 
and  at  length  destroying  the  migiity  conqueror  who  had 
so  long  been  the  terror  of  northern  Europe,  the  astonish- 
ment of  men  knew  no  bounds.  He  was  celebrated  as  at 
once  the  Solon  and  Scipio  of  modern  times  ;  and  literary 
servility,  vying  with  disinterested  admiration,  extolled 
him  as  one  of  the  greatest  heroes  and  benefactors  of  his 
species  who  had  ever  appeared  among  men. 

VOL.  II.  G 
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CHAP.  But  time,  the  great  dispeller  of  illusions,  whose 
^"^'  mighty  arm  no  individual  greatness,  how  great  soever, 
1709.  (5an  long  withstand,  has  begun  to  abate  much  of  this 
Hiierron,  colossal  reputatiou.  His  temper  was  violent  in  the 
Soni4»d.  extreme;  frequent  acts  of  hideous  cruelty,  and  occa- 
"*  "**  sional  oppression,  signalised  his  reign  :  he  was  often 
impelled,  by  ill-directed  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  his 
people,  into  measures  which  in  reality  and  in  the  end 
retarded  their  improvement.  At  one  time  he  could 
subject,  on  mere  suspicion,  his  most  faithful  servants  to 
the  most  cruel  tortures  ;  at  another,  destroy  a  splendid 
mirror  in  an  ungovernable  fit  of  passion.  He  was 
thoroughly  despotic,  and  could  tolerate  no  opposition, 
on  any  grounds,  to  his  wiU.  The  destruction  of  the 
Strelitzes,  or  Praetorian  Guards  of  the  capital,  was  a 
frightful  act  of  severity ;  but  it  was  unavoidable,  and 
was  attended  with  as  much  good  in  the  end  as  it  was 
executed  with  courage  in  the  beginning.  But  many 
of  his  other  acts  of  gigantic  despotism  had  not  a  similar 
excuse.  More  than  any  other  man,  he  did  evil  that 
good  might  come  of  it.  He  impelled  his  people,  as 
he  thought,  to  civilisation,  though,  while  launching  into 
the  stream,  hundreds  of  thousands  perished  in  the 
waves.  "  Peter  the  Great,''  says  Mackintosh,  "  did 
not  civilise  Russia :  that  undertaking  was  beyond  his 
genius,  great  as  it  was;  he  only  gave  the  Russians 
the  art  of  civilised  war.''  The  truth  was,  he  attempted 
what  was  altogether  impracticable.  No  one  man  can 
at  once  civilise  a  nation:  he  can  only  put  it  in  the 
way  of  civilisation.  To  complete  the  fabric  must  be 
the  work  of  continued  effort  and  sustained  industry 
during  many  successive  generations.  That  Peter  failed 
in  raising  his  people  to  a  level  with  the  other  nations  of 
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Europe,  in  refinement  and  industry,  is  no  reproach  to     chap. 
him.     It  was  impossible  to  do  so  in  less  than  several     ^^"' 
centuries.     The  real  particular  in  which  he  erred  was,     ^^^• 
that  he  departed  from  the  national  spirit,  that  he  tore 
up  the  national  institutions,  and  violated  in  numerous  in- 
stances the  strongest  national  feelings.     He  clothed  his 
court  and  capital  in  European  dresses ;  but  men  do  not 
put  o£f  old  feelings  with  the  costume  of  their  fathers. 
Peter's  civilisation  extended  no  further  than  the  sur- 

17. 

face.  He  succeeded  in  inducing  an  extraordinary  degree  Real  chjuw 
of  discipline  in  his  army,  and  the  appearance  of  con-  chAngM. 
siderable  refinement  among  his  courtiers.  He  efiected 
no  material  ameliorations  in  the  condition  of  his  sub- 
jects ;  and  by  endeavouring  to  force  them  at  once  up  to 
a  level  with  the  states  of  Western  Europe,  he  not  only 
rendered  his  government  unpopular  with  the  rural  popu- 
lation, but  also  prevented  his  improvements  from  pene- 
trating the  great  body  of  the  people.  In  his  efibrts  to 
construct  a  European  capital  in  the  marshes  of  Livonia, 
he  was  in  the  end  successful ;  but  it  was  at  the  expense 
of  the  lives  of  a  hundred  thousand  of  his  subjects,  who 
perished  in  the  attempt.  His  genius  was  vast,  but  it 
was  after  the  manner  of  the  Orientals  rather  than  the 
Europeans.  Cheops  raising  the  pyramids  from  the  toU 
and  sweat  of  generations  of  captives  was  the  emblem 
and  prototype  of  his  government.  It  could  not  be 
otherwise.  It  is  easier  to  remodel  an  army  than  change 
a  nation  ;  and  the  celebrated  bon-moi  of  Diderot,  that 
the  Russians  were  "  rotten  before  they  were  ripe,"  is  too 
happy  an  expression,  indicating  how  much  easier  it  is  to 
introduce  the  vices  than  the  virtues  of  civilisation  among 
an  unlettered  people.  To  this  day  the  civilisation  of 
Russia  has  never  descended  below  the  higher  ranks  ; 
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CHAP,    and  the  eflForts  of  the  really  patriotic  Czars  who  have 

^"^'     since  wielded  the  Muscovite  sceptre — Alexander   and 

1709.     Nicholas — have  been  mainly  in  abandoning  the  fictitious 

career  into  which  Peter  turned  the  people,  and   the 

reviving  with  the  old  institutions   the  true  spirit  and 

inherent  aspirations  of  the  nation.    The  immense  though 

less  obtrusive   success  with   which   their   eflForts   have 

been  attended,  and  the  gradual  though  still  slow  descent 

of  civilisation  and  improvement  through  the  great  body 

of  the  people,  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  principles  on 

which  they  have  proceeded.      Possibly  Russia  is  yet 

destined  to  aflTord  another  illustration  of  the  truth  of 

Montesquieu^s  maxim,  that  no  nation  ever  yet  rose  to 

durable  greatness  but  through  institutions  in  harmony 

with  its  spirit.      Yet  was  Peter's  attempt,  though  in 

many  respects  a  mistaken,  a  great  and  glorious  one :  it 

was  the  eflTort  of  a  rude  but  lofty  and  magnanimous 

mind,  which  attributes  to  mankind  in  general  that  vigour 

and  ambition  of  which  it  is  itself  conscious.   And  without 

shutting  our  eyes  to  his  many  and  serious  errors,  in  charity 

let  us  hope  that  the  words  of  Peter  on  his  deathbed  have 

been  realised  :  "  I  trust  that,  in  respect  of  the  good  I 

have  striven  to  do  my  people,  God  will  pardon  my  sins." 

The  great  concentration  of  the  forces  on  both  sides 

Gunp«lgn    in  Flanders,  during  the  campaign  of  1709,  rendered  the 

RhinT,  Mid  operations  on  both  sides  feeble  in  other  quarters.    Great 

j2i^?*"'  plans  had  been  formed  by  Marlborough  and  Eugene  for 

a  simultaneous  irruption  into  France  from  the  side  of 

Alsace  and  Piedmont,  with  the  view  of  the  two  invading 

armies  uniting  at  Lyons  at  the  same  time  that  the  grand 

army  moved  direct  from  Flanders  on  Paris  ;  but  the 

vigorous  efforts  of  the  French  king,  and  still  more  the 

jealousies  and  tardiness  of  the  Allies,  wherever  Marlbo- 
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rough  was  not  in  person  to  allay  them,  rendered  them  chap. 
abortive.  So  slow  were  the  movements  of  the  German  ^^'' 
princes  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  that,  before  any  consider-  1709. 
able  force  could  be  collected  to  threaten  Alsace,  a  strong 
body  of  men  had  been  assembled  under  Marshal  d'Har- 
court  to  defend  the  lines  of  Lauterburg,  and  cover  that 
province.  Want  of  money,  and  the  usual  jealousies  of 
the  northern  states  of  Germany,  long  delayed  the  march 
of  the  contingents  of  Hanover  and  other  powers.  But 
at  length  they  arrived  in  the  end  of  July,  and  sanguine 
hopes  were  entertained  of  success ;  for  while  the  Elector 
of  Hanover  occupied  the  attention  of  Marshal  d'Har- 
court  by  a  feigned  attack  on  his  lines  of  Lauterburg, 
Count  Merci  led  a  chosen  body  of  six  thousand  men,  by 
forced  and  secret  marches,  by  Basle  into  Alsace,  where 
he  intrenched  himself  near  Neuburg,  on  the  Rhine, 
directly  in  their  rear.  But,  the  latter  officer  having 
detached  seven  thousand  to  watch  them.  Count  Merci 
imprudently  left  his  intrenchments,  and  met  his  anta- 
gonist in  the  open  plain.  The  result  was,  that,  after  a 
sharp  action,  he  was  totally  defeated,  and  driven  across 
the  Rhine  with  the  loss  of  half  his  army.  This  disaster 
put  an  end  to  all  thoughts  of  the  invasion  of  Franche- 
Comt^,  and  rendered  abortive  the  operations  in  Pied-  ix.  227-235. 
mont  by  the  discord  it  produced  between  the  cabinet  B^Si^' 
of  Vienna  and  that  of  Turin.^ 

In  conformity  with  the  concerted  plan  of  operations, 
Victor  Amadeus  made  active  preparations  for  commencing  operationa 
hostilities  on  the  side  of  the  Maritime  Alps,  and  a  con-  mont,Mid 
siderable   Austrian   force,  under    Marshal    Daun,  was  tiTi^nnat. 
assembled  to  co-operate  with  it.      But  here  again  the 
discord  between  the  two  courts  intervened  with  fatal 
effect  to  mar  the  operations  of  the  armies.     The  Duke 
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oHAP.    of  SaYOj  refused  to  move  his  troops  till  he  had  received 
^^'     the  investiture  of  the  Vigenavaisin,  stipulated  for  him 
170ft.     by  the  treaty  of  1 703  ;  which  the  Emperor  declined 
granting,  on  the  plea  that  he  included  in  it  nine  villages 
which  did  not  belong  to  it,  but  were  fiefs  of  the  Empire  I 
On  such  miserable  disputes  did  events  hinge  in  the  south 
of  Europe,  on  which  the  issue  of  the  war  was  in  a  great 
degree  dependent.     Louis  XIV.  took  advantage  of  this 
schism  to  make  overtures  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  through 
his  daughter,  the  Queen  of  Spain,  offering  him  the  most 
advantageous  terms  if  he  would  consent  to  a  separate 
accommodation,  and  representing  the  impolicy  of  his 
continuing  in  an  alliance  the  object  of  which  was  to 
expel  his  own  daughter  from  her  throne.     These  repre- 
sentations produced  a  considerable  effect :  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  remained  at  Turin  in  a  state  of  such  anxiety  and 
discontent  that  it  preyed  upon  his  health,  and  brought 
on  an  alarming  fever.      In  consequence  of  these  causes 
the  campaign  was  not  opened  till  the  middle  of  August ; 
and  Marshal  Daun,  who  commanded  the  invaders,  then 
found  the  Duke  of  Berwick  so  strongly  posted,  in  a 
position  covering  Brian^on,  that  he  could  not  force  the 
passage  into  Dauphine  ;  and  soon  after,  having  heard 
of  the  defeat  of  Count  Mcrci,  he  retired  into  Piedmont 
JM7.       having  obtained  no  other  advantage,  in  a  campaign  from 
M«in.  156-  which  such  mighty  results  were  expected,  but  the  capture 
Pctitot.      of  the  trifling  post  of  Anneci,  garrisoned  by  sixty  men, 
in  the  entrance  of  the  Alps  I  ^ 

The  war  in  Spain  assumed  a  new  and  much  more 
alarming  aspect  this  year,  in  consequence  of  the  contest 
having  become  a  national  one,  and  of  the  ardour 
displayed  by  the  Castilians  in  behalf  of  the  Bourbon 
dynasty.     A  great  change  had  occurred  in  the  feelings 
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of  the  Spaniards  towards  that  familj.     Thej  had  come    ohaf. 
to  regard  the  war  as  a  national  one  on  their  part — the     ^^' 
Austrians  as  intruders  ;  and  the  national  independence     ^709. 
as  wound  up  with  the  support  of  the  throne  of  Philip.  Afikin'of 
The  English  were   disliked  as  haughty  heretics ;    the  i j^  \r 
Germans  as  rapacious  and  insulting  foreigners.     The  u^'^toi 
Duke  of  Anjou  increased  these  favourable  dispositions  luLto  ' 
by  the  magnanimous  spirit  which  he  displayed  in  the   ^^ 
misfortunes  of  his  house,  and  the  courage  with  which  he 
threw  himself  on  the  loyalty  of  his  subjects  to  preserve 
the  national  independence.    He  declared  he  would  tinge 
the  soil  of  his  beloved  Castile  with  his  own  blood  rather 
than  resign  his  crown  at  the  dictation  of  insulting  foes, 
or  even  the  command  of  his  own  grandfather.     At  the 
same  time  he  promised  to  dismiss  his  French  counsellors, 
and  be  directed  entirely  bj  native  Spaniards.   The  effect 
of  these  judicious  measures  was  immense.     A  national 
spii*it  was  roused ;  the  generous  flame  pervaded  every 
breast.     In  a  grand  assembly  of  the  Castilian  and  An- 
dalusian  nobles  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  they 
would  not  permit  their  monarchy  to  be  parcelled  out  by 
England  and  Holland;  and  that  if  France  could  no 
longer  furnish  the  requisite  assistance,  they  would  rise  as 
one  man,  and  shed  the  last  drop  of  theii*  blood  in  its 
defence.    Nor  did  their  actions  belie  these  magnanimous 
resolutions.     Levies  of  men  were  ordered,  and  obeyed  ^  coxe— 
with  alacrity  ;  contributions  of  plate  and  jewels  poured  bo^m^u  in 
in ;  the  priests  and  nobles  vied  with  each  other  in  rousing  stPhu^,' 
the  national  spirit :  and  it  soon  became  evident  that,  (>ze'i 
without  the  aid  of  an  overwhelming  foreign  force,  it  would  90, 91! 
be  impossible  to  dispossess  Philip  of  the  crown  of  Spain.^ 
Encouraged  by  these  powerful  demonstrations  of  na- 
tional support,  Philip  assumed  a  new  and  more  indepen- 
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OHAP.    dent  position  at  the  conferences  in  Holland.     No  longer 

^"^'     sheltering  himself  under  the  tutelage  of  his  grandfather, 

1709.     he  appointed  the  Duke  of  Alra  his  plenipotentiary  at 

indepMi-     the  Hague,  and  publicly  protested  against  the  dismem- 

d^iiM     berment  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.     As  a  further  proof 

mJi^hj    of  his  independence,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Duke 

the  nl^titr  of  Marlborough,  which  the  latter  received  while  engaged 

Hague.       in  the  siege  of  Tournay,  professing  his  willingness  to 

enter  into   any   reasonable   terms    of  accommodation, 

consistent  with  the   independence   of   Spain.      These 

independent  and  vigorous  steps  gave  Louis  a  colour  for 

representing  that  he  was  inadequate  to  the  dethronement 

]  St  PJ»»%  of  his  grandson,  and  that  all  he  could  do  was  to  with- 

111.  274*«)u9. 

Coxe—  draw  his  garrisons,  which  was  only  partially  done.  At 
Bourboo,  c.  the  same  time  he  privately  conveyed  to  Philip  his 
Coxe'b  '  admiration  of  his  spirited  conduct  in  determining  to 
89,90.  defend  his  crown  to  the  last  extremity,  and  promised 
never  to  desert  him.^ 

The  effect  of  these  measures  speedily  appeared  in  the 

OpemiioDB  military  operations  in  the  Peninsula,  which  were  reduced 

lAdontkL  almost  to  a  nullity  during  this  year.     In  Catalonia  the 

fivntier.      Allied  forccs  were  inferior  to  the  enemy,  so  that  they 

were  compelled  to  remain  on  the  defensive — the  only 

operation  of  importance  being  an  attack  on  Balaguer, 

which  Stahremberg  took  with  three  battalions  in  presence 

of  the  French  and  Spanish  commanders.     Philip  was 

consoled  for  this  check  by  the  fall  of  Figueras,  and  the 

surprise  of  an  Austrian  camp  under  the  walls  of  Gerona, 

which  were  effected  with  equal  skill  and  success  by  an 

irruption  of  the  Duke  de  Noailles  into  the  northern 

■  Coxe,  ▼. 

M-9S.        provinces  of  Catalonia,  with  a  small  French  force  &om 
Roussillon.' 

On  the  side  of  Portugal  the  campaign  opened  with 
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the  most  brilliant  prospects  of  success,  by  the  advance  of    chap. 
the  United  British  and  Portuguese  forces,  under  Lord       "^* 
Galway  and    the   Marquis   de    Frontera,    across   the      ^^^• 
Alentejo,  towards  the  Caya  river,  with  a  view  to  under-  operatioM 
taking  the  siege  of  Badajoz.     But  the  troops  whom  they  togaese 
led  were  not  the  same  as  those  which  a  century  after, 
under  Wellington  in  the  same  country,  achieved  such 
glorious  triumphs.     In  an  action  which  took  place  on 
the  banks  of  the  Caya,  the  Portuguese  horse,  as  at  the 
battle  of  Almanza,  took  to  flight,  and  left  the  infantry 
on  either  flank  wholly  uncovered.     The  result  was,  that, 
although  the  foot-soldiers  made  the  most  gallant  defence, 
yet  they  were  compelled  to  retreat;  and  two  British 
battalions,  whom  Lord  Galway  brought  up  to  stem  the 
flood  of  disaster,  were,  after  a  heroic  resistance,  sur- 
rounded and  made  prisoners.     This  check,  though  not 

•  *  Hist  Mil 

serious,  had  the  efiect  of  disorganising  the  whole  cam-  iz.  392, 393. 
paign,  which  was  converted  into  one  of  a  merely  defen-  91.94.^* 
sive  character  on  the  part  of  the  Allies.^ 

These  repeated  defeats  of  the  Portuguese,  and  their 
almost  uniform  bad  conduct  in  action,  inspired  Marlbo-  Muibo^ 
rough  with  the  most  desponding  views  as  to  any  further  mion  on X 
use  which  could  be  made  of  these  auxiliaries  in  the  wwT" 
Peninsula.      He  accordingly  repeatedly  and  earnestly 
represented  to  the  British  government  the  impolicy  of 
raising  any  additional  levies  in  the  Peninsula,  and  the 
necessity  for  relying  entirely  on  the  operations  of  veteran 
German  or  English  troops.*    "  With  their  aid,'^  said  he, 
"  I  do  not  see  how  the  war  could  last  six  months,  con- 

*  "  The  scheme  of  ndsing  six  additional  regiments,"  says  he, "  can  never  be 
depended  upon,  nor  be  of  any  use,  but  for  the  subsisting  of  a  few  French 
officers ;  nor  I  believe  was  it  ever  heard  of  before,  to  be  at  the  expense  of 
raising  new  troops  at  the  end  of  a  war." — Marlborough  to  Oodolphin,  July  1, 
1709 ;  CoxE,  V.  93. 
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CHAP,     sidering  the  troops  we  already  have  in  Spain,  and  that 
^^"'     the  remainder  of  the  French  must  be  recalled/'     For 
1709.     future  hostilities  he  deemed  an  entire  change  of  system 
necessaiy.     He  deemed  it  a  waste  of  blood  and  treasure 
to  limit  the  operations  to  a  few  frontier  provinces  pr 
fortresses,  but  recommended  the  most  active  measures 
for  collecting  a  powerful  force  on  both  sides  of  the  Pen- 
insula, and  advancing  with  their  united  mass  to  Madrid, 
ro^to"    "  ""-^  one-half  of  the  money  spent  on  this  campaign,'*  said 
^ojp^  he,  "  in  raising  new  troops,  had  been  employed  in  hiring 
ijScf  ^'  old  ones — ^that  might  have  been  of  use  ;  and  you  may  de- 
▼.  9i»5.  '  pend  upon  it,  the  Portuguese  have  been  too  often  beaten 
this  war  to  do  anything  that  may  be  vigorous."  ^ 

During  the  year  1709,  the  splendid  oflTer  of  the 

Th*  goTtn^  government  of  the  Netherlands  was  again  repeatedly 

K^i^iaiidf  urged  by  Charles  on  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and 

SStd^     constantly  rejected  by  him,  from  the  same  noble  and 

xo^        disinterested  desire  of  avoiding  giving  umbrage  to  the 

States  of  Holland.     He  had  also  a  very  delicate  and 

difficult  part  to  play  in  mediating  between  the  Dutch 

government  and  that  of  Great  Britain :  for  while  the 

former  aimed  at  securing  to  themselves  a  strong  barrier 

and  large  accession  of  territory  in  the  Netherlands  at 

the  expense  of  Charles,  they  opposed  strenuously  the 

proposed  cession  of  Minorca  to  England,  as  injurious  to 

their  commercial  interests.     Nor  was  there  less  difficulty 

in  holding  together  the  members  of  the  Grand  Alliance 

for  warlike  operations  ;  for  the  cabinets,  as  well  as  their 

subjects,  were  beginning  to  be  tired  of  the  war,  and 

they  did  not  feel  themselves  impelled  by  that  urgent 

necessity  which  forced  Louis  to  make  such  extraordinary 

efforts.     The  King  of  Prussia,  in  particular,  at  the  dose 

of  the  campaign,  renewed  as  usual  his  complaints  of  the 
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conduct  of  the  Allies,  and  the  little  attention  paid  to  his    ohap. 
interests  at  the  Hague;   and  not  only  threatened  to     ^"* 
withdraw  his  troops,  but  even  to  listen  to  separate  over-      *^^' 
tures  from  France.    Marlborough  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost,  and  with  his  wonted  success,  to  heal  this  alarm- 
ing schism.    At  his  request.  Baron  Grumbkow  was  sent 
to  the  Hague ;  and  a  sketch  of  a  letter  containing  new  ^ 
offers  was  drawn  up  by  the  English  general,  which  was  ^^  to 
sent  to  Queen  Anne,  copied  by  her,  and  transmitted  Dee.  21, 
to  Berhn,  with  many  nattering  assurances.     This  had  v.  9Moi. 
the  effect  of  retaining  the  wayward  king  in  the  alliance.^ 
The  total  defeat  of  Charles  XII.  at  Pultowa  threat- 

26. 

ened  to  produce  a  defection  still  more  alarming  in  the  New  con- 

fedencj  in 

ranks  of  the  Grand  Alliance.     No  sooner  had  this  event  the  north, 

and  Marl- 

become  known  than  a  coalition  was  formed  between  the  horoogh^t 
northern  powers  of  Germany  with  Denmark  and  Russia,  guding  it 
not  only  to  recover  the  territories  they  had  lost  by  the 
King  of  Sweden's  conquests,  but  to  divide  his  whole 
dominions  between  them.     The  King  of  Denmark  made 
preparations  for    invading  the   western  provinces    of 
Sweden.     King  Augustus  set  out  from  Dresden  to  re- 
gain his  lost  dominions  in  Poland ;  and  the  King  of 
Prussia  joined  the  alliance,  with  the  view  of  securing  to 
himself  Pomerania  as  his  share  of  the  spoils  of  the  fallen 
lion.     Marlborough,  with  his  usual  sagacity,  instantly 
foresaw  the  danger  of  such  an  alliance,  not  only  to  the 
general  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  but  to  his  own  army 
in  particular,  from  the  recall  to  which  it  would  lead  of  !p«"»  ▼• 
some  of  the  best  veteran  troops  in  his  army.     He  accor-  Mwibo- 

.      •         rough  to 

dingly  explained  his  views  to  the  Pensionary  Heinsius,  Oodoiphin, 
who  entirely  concurred  in  them,  and  by  their  united  1709. 
efforts  the  threatened  danger  was  averted.^  * 

*  **  if  King  Augustus  inarches  for  Poland,  you  cannot  doubt  its  being  con- 
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CHAP.         The  conferences  formerly  held  at  the  Hague  were 
^"''     renewed  in  the  spring  of  1710  at  Gertruydenberg,  in 
^J^^-     Holland — which  became  famous  in  history  by  the  final 
Commraee-  rupturo  of  the  ucgotiatious  for  a  general  peace  which 
MiieKiicei  then  took  place.     Vehement  contests  ensued  from  the 
denbm,  ^"  very  first,  not  only  between  the  plenipotentiaries  on  the 
*  opposite  sides,  but  between  the  ministers  of  the  Allied 
powers  themselves.     Indeed,  the  divisions  among  the 
latter  had  now  become  so  serious,  as  not  only  to  threaten 
the  continuance  of  the  Grand  Alliance,  but  to  render 
abortive  all  hopes  of  peace,  from  the  hopes  they  nourished 
in  the  breasts  of  the  French  ministers,  to  whom  these 
divisions  were  fully  known.     The  negotiations,  however, 
still  went  on;  and  notwithstanding  the  decline  of  his 
influence  at  court,   Marlborough   again   found   himself 
practically  involved  in  these  attempts  to  bring  about 
peace,  over  which,  however,  he  had  ceased  to  have  any 
real  control.     Still  exposed  to  the  blasting  imputation 
of  seeking  to  prolong  the  war  for  his  own  private  pur- 
poses, he  was  in  reality  doing  his  utmost  to  terminate 
hostilities.       As   the   negotiation   with   the   ostensible 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  different  courts  was  at  an  end — 
though  Louis  still  continued  to  make  private  overtures 
to  the  Dutch,  in  the  hope  of  detaching  them  from  the 
confederacy — Marlborough  took  advantage  of  this  cir- 
cumstance to  endeavour  to   effect  an  accommodation. 
At  his  request  the  Dutch  agent,  Petcum,  had  again 
repaired  to  Paris  in  the  end  of  1709,  to  resume  the 

oertod  between  the  three  kings, — so  that  the  Queen,  in  my  poor  opinion,  should 
be  very  careful  of  what  steps  she  takes  :  for  we  have  in  this  army  upwards  of 
forty  thousand  men  which  belong  to  these  princes  ;  and  should  they  with- 
draw their  troops,  the  houses  of  Brunswick  and  Holstein  would  be  obliged 
to  do  the  same,  which  are  twenty  thousand  more.  I  need  not  say  what  con- 
sequence this  would  have  for  the  advantage  of  France ;  but  I  am  mire  you  wiU 
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negotiation;     and  the    Marlborough  Papers  contain     chap. 
numerous  letters  from  him  to  the  Duke,  detailing  the      ^^^' 
progress  of  the   overtures.      On   the   very   day  after     ^7^^- 
Marlborough^s   arriyal  at  the   Hague,  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries made  their  report  of  the  issue  of  the  overtures  ; 
but   the  views  of  the  parties  were  still  so  much  at 
variance  that  it  was  evident  no  hopes  of  peace  could  be 
entertained.     Louis  was  not  yet  sufficiently  humbled  to  *  M^ibo- 

,  ,         rough  to 

submit  to  the  arrogant  demands  of  the  Allies,  which  EiSofSttii- 

°  .  derland, 

went  to  strip  him  of  nearly  all  his  conquests ;  and  the  Nov.  8, 
different  powers  of  the  confederacy  were  each  set  upon  !▼.  sir. 
turning  the  general  success  of  the  Alliance  to  their  own  I67-169. 
private  advantage.^ 

Zinzendorf,  on  the  part  of  Austria,  insisted  that  not 
the  smallest  portion  of  the  Spanish  territories  in  Italy  Rigorou 
should  be  ceded  to  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  ^^\\\JL 
and  declared  the  resolution  of  his  Imperial  master  to 
perish  with  arms  in  his  hands,  rather  than  submit  to 
a  partition  which  would  lead  to  his  inevitable  ruin. 
King  Charles  expressed  the  same  determination,  and 
contended  further  for  the  cession  of  Roussillon,  which 
had  been  wrested  from  Spain  since  the  treaty  of  the 
Pyrenees.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  aimed  at  the 
acquisition  of  Sicily  from  the  spoils  of  the  fallen  mon- 
arch, was  equally  obstinate  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  Godolphin,  Somers,  and  the  Dutch  Pensionary, 
inclined  to  peace,  and  were  willing  to  purchase  it  by  the 
cession  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia  to  Louis ;  and  Marlbo- 

do  all  you  can  for  preventing  the  loss  of  these  troops.  The  Pensioner  has 
asked  my  opinion  on  this  afOsdr,  which  I  have  given  him — That  our  first  and 
principal  care  should  be  to  oblige  these  princes  not  to  recall  their  troops,  and 
afterwards  to  concert  what  measures  are  best  to  be  taken ;  but  not  to  be 
hasty  in  taking  a  resolution.** — Marlborough  to  Ooddphin,  Nov.  21, 1709  ; 
CoxB,  V.  99. 


no 
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rough  gave  this  his  entire  support,  proyided  the  evacua- 
tion of  Spain,  the  great  object  of  the  war,  could  be 
secured.  Louis,  on  his  part,  though  he  still  resisted  all 
propositions  tending  to  make  him  himself  dispossess  his 
grandson  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  agreed  to  the  appanage 
of  Sicily  and  Sardinia  for  him,  and  promised  to  use  all 
his  efforts  to  induce  Philip  to  accede  to  it,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  cede  four  towns  in  Flanders  as  a  security.* 
But  all  their  efforts  were  in  vain.  The  ambitious 
designs  of  Austria  and  Savoy  prevailed  over  their  pacific 
counsels ;  and  we  have  the  valuable  authority  of  De 
Torcy,  who  in  the  former  congress  had  accused  the  Duke 
of  breaking  off  the  negotiation,  that  in  this  year  the 
rupture  was  entirely  owing  to  the  efforts  of  Count  Zin- 
zendorf.  Marlborough,  however,  never  ceased  to  long 
for  a  termination  of  hostilities,  and  took  the  field  with  a 
heavy  heart,  relieved  only  by  the  hope  that  one  more 
successful  campaign  would  give  him  what  he  so  ardently 
desired — the  rest  consequent  upon  a  general  peace.  ^  t 

Although  the  opposite  parties  seemed  very  nearly 
coming  to  an  accommodation,  yet  there  was,  in  reality, 
a  serious  and  irreconcilable  difference  between  them, 
which  rendered  it  impossible.  This  was  the  resistance 
made  to  including  Spain  in  the  treaty.    Louis  constantly 


*  "  Lea  nouyeaux  ordres  que  Ba  Migest^  enyoya  k  sea  plenipotentiaires,  les 
•utorisaieDt  k  declarer  en  son  nom,  qu*elle  feroit  tons  sea  efforts  pour  per- 
suader au  Roi  d'Espagne  de  se  contenter  de  regner  sur  les  ilea  de  Sardaigne 
eft  de  Sidle,  et  de  cMor  pour  le  bien  de  la  paix  la  monarchie  d'Eepagne  et  lea 
autrea  6tate  aoumia  k  cette  couronne.** — De  Torcy,  Mimoiret,  408,  edit.Petitot 

t  "  I  am  yery  aorrj  to  tell  you,  that  the  behayiour  of  the  French  looka  aa 
if  they  had  no  other  deaire  than  that  of  carrying  on  the  war.  I  hope  Qod 
will  bleaa  thia  campaign,  for  I  aee  nothing  else  that  can  give  ut  peace  eitk^  at 
home  or  ainwid,  I  am  ao  discouraged  by  eyerything  I  see,  that  I  haye  neyer, 
during  this  war,  gone  into  the  field  with  so  heayy  a  heart  aa  at  thia  time.  I 
own  to  you,  that  the  preaent  humour  in  England  giyea  me  a  good  deal  of 
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affirmed  that  he  could  not  compel  his  grandson  to  eva-  chap. 
cuate  his  throne ;  that,  if  he  were  inclined  to  do  so,  the  ^"'' 
Castilian  nobles  would  not  permit  it ;  and  that  all  he  '7^^- 
could  do  was  to  withdraw  his  troops  and  garrisons,  and 
furnish  the  Allies  with  pecuniary  subsidies  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  the  contest  in  the  Peninsulay  which  he 
offered  to  do.  The  Allied  plenipotentiaries,  on  the  other 
hand,  alleged  that  to  prevent  the  succession  of  a  Bour- 
bon prince  to  the  throne  of  Spain  was  the  main  object 
of  the  war,  and  to  leave  it  undone  would  be  to  lose  the 
fruit  of  all  its  advantages ;  that  it  was  incredible  that 
the  French  king,  who  had  put  his  grandson  on  the 
throne  of  Spain,  should  not  have  influence  enough  to 
make  him  descend  from  it ;  but  that,  if  he  had  not,  the 
only  course  left  for  them  was  to  continue  the  war  on  the 
frontier  of  Flanders,  and  dictate  the  evacuation  of 
Madrid  under  the  walls  of  Paris.  The  spirit  evinced 
by  the  Castilian  nobles,  and  the  symptoms  of  the  war 
assuming  a  national  character  in  Spain,  only  rendered  it 
the  more  necessary  to  follow  this  course ;  for  it  was  easy 
to  foresee  that,  in  the  event  of  hostilities  ceasing  else- 
where, and  being  continued  only  in  the  Peninsula  by  the 
Allies,  the  whole  burden  of  the  contest  would  fall  on  the 
maritime  powers,  by  whom  alone  troops  could  be  con- 

trouble  ;  for  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible  they  should  mend  till  everything 
is  yet  worse.*' — Marlborough  to  Jhtcheu  of  Marlborough,  Hague,  April  14, 1710; 
Coxx,  V.  179. 

*'  The  chief  design  of  France  is  to  cause  a  division  among  the  Allies.  The 
Imperialists  are  very  desirous  of  making  a  peace  with  France,  upon  the  con- 
dition they  offer  of  giving  four  cautionary  towns  in  this  coimtry  ;  and  the 
States-General  are  positive  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  at  once,  by  giving  the 
Duke  of  Anjou  a  partage.  I  am  afraid  the  French  are  not  ignorant  of  these 
two  opinions,  by  which  they  are  the  better  able  to  amuse  and  cheat  us.  Lord 
Townsend  and  I  shall  be  sure  to  follow  the  orders  we  shall  receive.** — Marl- 
borough to  Godolphin,  March  18,  1710;  CoXE,  v.  173,  174. 


112  THE   LIFE   OF 

C3HAP.    veyed  thither.     The  37th  article  of  the  propositions  of 
^"^'     the  Allies,  on  which  the  negotiation  ultimately  broke  off, 
1710.     y^Q^Q  reference  expressly  to  this  point.*     Marlborough, 
who  was  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  and  hazards  of  a 
Peninsular  contest,  which  afterwards  made  shipwreck  of 
the  fortunes  of  Napoleon,  was  strenuous  in  his  advice  to 
Government  to  close  with  the  offer  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia 
as  an  appanage  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  and  conclude 
peace  on  the  terms  proposed  by  Louis,  provided  Philip 
would  evacuate  the  throne  of  Spain.     But  Zinzendorf, 
^  on  the  part  of  Austria,  strenuously  opposed  any  partition 

rough  to  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  ;  and  the  Whig  ministry, 
Proni^  deeming  themselves  secure  of  success,  and  hoping,  in  the 
1710.  cox6,  next  campaign,  to  conquer  Madrid  in  Paris,  supported 
i)6fciv.70i.  him,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  their  general,  in  his  pre- 
tensions, and  broke  off  the  negotiation,  ^t 

The  plan  of  the  campaign  of  1710  was  concerted  by 
Genani      Marlborough  and  Eugene  on  a  greater  and  more  decisive 
ouBMigii*  scale  than  any  which  had  preceded  it  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.     In  the  Netherlands,  it  was 
proposed  to  commence  with  the  siege  of  Douai,  a  large 


*  The  37th  article  was  in  these  terms : — "  En  cas  que  le  Roi  tr^8-Chr6tien 
ixicuU  tout  ce  que  a  6t4  dit  ci-dessus,  et  que  la  monarchie  d'Espagne  soit 
rendue  et  c6d^  au  Roi  Charles  III.,  comme  il  est  accord^  par  ccs  articles, 
dant  U  tempt  ttipuU,  on  a  accord6  que  la  cessation  d'armes,  entre  les  armies 
des  hautes  parties  en  guerre,  continucra  jusqu'ik  la  conclusion  et  la  ratification 
des  traits  de  paix  k  fairer— nUtoire  de  Marlborough,  iii.  178. 

t  "  During  the  remaining  transactions  of  the  intended  peace,  which  W€U 
laid  in  all  its  itept  brfore  the  whole  Cabinet,  Lord-Treasurer,  Lord-President 
Somers,  and  all  other  lords,  did  ever  seem  confident  of  a  peace.  My  own 
diitruit  wat  to  remarkable  that  I  was  once  perfectly  chid  by  the  Lord-Trea- 
torer  for  saying,  such  orders  would  be  proper  if  the  French  king  signed  the 
preliminary  treaty.  He  resented  my  making  any  question  of  it,  and  said 
there  could  be  no  doubt,  &c.  For  my  part,  nothing  but  seeing  so  great  men 
bolieye  it  could  ever  incline  me  to  think  France  reduced  so  low  as  to  accept 
such  conditions.**-— €k>wpiB*8  Diary.    Cox»,  v.  171, 172. 
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and  important  fortress  on  the  Scheldt,  which  was  con-  chap. 
nected  by  water-communication  even  with  Amsterdam,  ^"' 
and  admirably  calculated  on  that  account,  as  well  as  its  ^7^^- 
great  strength,  to  form  a  base  for  operations,  and  place 
(tarmes  for  the  invasion  of  France.  When  it  was  sub- 
dued, the  Allies  were  to  direct  their  arms  to  Arras,  the 
last  in  the  triple  line  of  fortresses  which  covered  the 
French  frontier  on  the  north,  and  which  would  lay  open 
the  direct  road  to  Paris.  From  thence  the  Allies  were 
to  advance  to  Calais  and  Abbeville,  which  was  to  be 
aided  by  an  attack  from  the  coast,  and  which  would 
open  the  way  for  supplies  from  Great  Britain.  The 
possession  of  these  fortresses,  giving  the  Allies  a  secure 
base  for  operations  connected  both  with  Holland  and 
England,  would,  it  was  thought,  enable  them  to  threaten 
Paris  in  the  next  campaign  ;  or,  if  their  terms  were  not 
acceded  to,  to  advance  at  once  and  dictate  peace  under 
its  walls.  To  aid  this  grand  effort,  subordinate  expedi- 
tions were  to  be  undertaken  in  the  south  of  France  by  ^  Coxe,  t. 

177-179 

an  invasion  from  Piedmont,  in  concert  with  a  descent  of  Hi>t.  de 
English  troops  on  the  coast  of  Languedoc — in  connection  19^19*^*^ 
with  which,  communications  had  been  opened  with  the  28v^."' 
disaffected  in  the  Cevennes  Mountains.^ 

The   secret   camarilla  which    directed  the   Queen's 
councils,  dreading  the  inflaence  of  Marlborough  in  Eng-  Maribol 
land,  were  anxious  for  an  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  J!lJto»foT 
him,  and  for  this  purpose  took  the  earliest  opportunity  n^en^Md" 
of  sending  him  to  Holland  to  superintend  the  negotia-  Sl^aijie. 
tions  in  person.    In  answer  to  an  address  from  the  Com- 
mons, the  Qaeen  observed,  "  I  am  very  well  pleased  with 
this  declaration  of  your  just  sense  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough's eminent  services,  which  I  am  so  fully  convinced 
of  that  I  shall  always  esteem  him  as  God  Almighty's 

VOL.  II.  H 
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CHAP,  chief  instrument  of  my  glory,  and  my  people's  happiness, 
^"^'  and  I  will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  sending  him 
^710.  immediately  into  Holland/'  When  the  Duke,  in  pur- 
suance of  these  orders,  commenced  his  journey  to  the 
place  of  embarkation,  in  passing  through  the  streets  of 
the  capital  his  carriage  was  surroimded  by  multitudes, 
who  expressed  their  regret  for  his  departure  ;  and  many 
even  presented  petitions,  requesting  him  not  to  leave  the 
country  during  the  tumult  and  agitation  which  had  taken 
place,  in  consequence  of  the  preparations  for  Sacheverell's 
trial.  The  Duke,  however,  deemed  his  public  duty 
paramount  to  every  other  consideration,  and  proceeded 
without  delay  to  the  place  of  his  destination — though 
well  aware  that,  in  his  absence,  nothing  would  be  left 
undone  which  could  lead  to  his  overthrow,  and,  with  it, 
150, 161.*  that  of  the  whole  objects  for  which  the  war  had  been 
prosecuted.^ 

War  being  resolved  on,  Marlborough  and  Eugene 
CommniM.  met  at  Toumay  on  the  28th  April,  and  commenced  the 
^pdgn^  campaign  by  besieging  the  fort  of  Mortagne,  which 
bSmn''  capitulated  on  the  same  day.  Their  force  already 
luS^  amounted  to  sixty  thousand  men,  and  as  the  troops 
'*^  were  daily  coming  up  fix)m  their  cantonments,  it  was 

expected  soon  to  amount  to  double  that  number.  The 
plan  of  operations  was  soon  settled  between  these  two 
great  men  ;  no  diflference  of  opinion  ever  occurred 
between  them,  no  jealousy  ever  marred  their  co-opera- 
tion. They  determined  to  commence  serious  operations 
by  attacking  Douai — a  strong  fortress,  and  one  of  the 
last  of  the  first  order  which,  in  that  quarter,  guarded 
the  French  territory.  To  succeed  in  this,  however,  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  the  French  lines,  which  were  of 
great  strength,  and  were  guarded  by  Marshal  Montes- 


MARLBORO  (7QH.  115 

quieu   at  the   head  of    forty  battalions  and    twenty    chap. 
squadrons.      Douai  itself  was  also  strongly  protected     ^"^' 
both  by  nature  and  art.     On  the  one  side  lay  the  Haine     ^^^^• 
and  the  Scarpe  ;  in  the  centre  was  the  canal  of  Douai ; 
on  the  other  side  were  the  lines  of  La  Bass^,  which  had 
been  strengthened  with  additional  works  since  the  close  ^  M»ribo- 
of  the  campaign.     Marlborough  was  very  sanguine  of  G^oiphin, 
success,  as  the  French  force  was  not  yet  collected,  and  Jzio.  cjoxe, 

T,  182 

he  was  considerably  superior  in  number  :  and  he  wrote  Hiit.  de 
to  Godolphin  on  the  same  night, — "The  orders   are  190,191/ 
given  for  marching  this  night,  so  that  I  hope  my  next  '2S9. 
will  give  you  an  account  of  our  being  in  Artois.*'^ 

The  Duke  operated  at  once  by  both  wings.     On  the 
one  wing  he  detached  the  Prince  of  Wtirtemberg,  with  PaMag«  ©r 

the  lines  of 

fifteen  thousand  men,  by  Pont-S,-Tessin  to  Pont-i-Ven-  the  Scarpe, 
din,  where  the  French  lines  met  the  Dyle  and  the  canal  ^ 
of  Douai ;  while  on  the  other  Prince  Eugene  nioved 
forward  Count  Fels,  with  a  considerable  corps,  towards 
Pont  Auby  on  the  same  canal.  The  whole  army 
followed  in  two  columns,  the  left  commanded  by  Eugene 
and  the  right  by  Marlborough.  The  English  general 
secured  the  passage  at  Pont-Sr-Vendin  without  resist- 
ance ;  and  Eugene,  though  baffled  at  Pont  Auby, 
succeeded  in  getting  over  the  canal  at  Sant  and 
Courieres  without  serious  loss.  The  first  defences  were 
thus  forced ;  and  that  night  the  two  wings,  having 
formed  a  junction,  lay  on  their  arms  in  the  plain  of 
Lens,  while  Montesquieu  precipitately  retired  behind 
the  Scarpe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vitry.  Next  morn- 
ing the  troops,  overjoyed  at  their  success,  continued 
their  advance.  Montesquieu  fell  back  behind  the  Sen- 
yet.  Marlborough  sent  forward  General  Cadogan, 
at  the  head  of  the  English  troops,  to  Pont-a-Rache, 
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CHAP,    to  circumscribe  the  garrison  of  Douai,  on  the  canal  of 
^^^^'     Marchiennes,  on  the  north ;  while  Eugene,  encamping 
^7'®-     on  the  other  side  of  the  Scarpe,  completed  the  invest- 
ment on  the  west.     The  perfect  success  of  this  enter- 
prise without  any  loss  was  matter  of  equal  surprise  and 
iMwibo-    joy  to  the  Duke,  who  wrote  to  the  Duchess  in  the 

rough  to  the*'   -^  '  t  .         i         i  •  i 

A°^M^  highest  strain  of  satisfaction  at  his  bloodless  tnumph. 
1710,  coxe.  It  was  entirely  owing  to  the  suddenness  and  secresy  of 
to  Mr  Stan-  his    moYcments,    which    took    the    enemy  completely 

hope,  April  i  .^ 

26, 1710.  unawares  ;  for,  had  the  enterprise  been  delayed  four 
Hi«t  de '    days  longer,  its  issue  would  have  been  extremely  doubt- 

Mftrlb  ill 

191.  '    '   ful,  and  thousands  of  men  must,  at  all  events,  have  been 
sacrificed.^  * 

Douai,   which   was   immediately  invested  after  this 

DeMri^on  succcss,  is  a  fortrcss  of  considerable  strength,  in  the 
*"*'  second  line  which  covers  the  French  province  of  Artois. 
Less  populous  than  Lille,  it  embraces  a  wider  circuit 
within  its  ample  walls.  Its  principal  defence  consists 
in  the  marshes,  which,  on  the  side  of  Toumay,  where 
the  attack  might  be  expected,  render  it  extremely 
difficult  of  approach,  especially  in  the  rainy  season. 
Access  to  it  is  defended  by  Fort  Scarpe,  a  powerful 
outwork,  capable  of  standing  a  separate  siege.  Douai 
was  taken  by  Louis  XIV.  in  1667,  and  secured  to  him 
by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  walls  are  irre- 
gular, and  several  old  towers  are  of  ancient  construction  ; 

*  "  In  my  last  I  bad  but  just  time  to  tell  you  we  had  passed  the  lines.  I 
hope  this  happy  beginning  will  produce  such  success  this  campaign  as  must 
put  an  end  to  the  war.  I  bless  Qod  for  putting  it  into  their  heads  not  to 
defend  their  lines;  for  at  Pont-i-Vendin,  when  I  passed,  the  Marshal 
d*Artagnan  was  with  twenty  thousand  men,  which,  if  he  had  stayed,  must 
have  rendered  the  event  very  doubtful.  But,  God  be  praised,  we  are  come 
without  the  loss  of  any  men.  The  excuse  the  French  nuike  is,  that  we  came 
four  days  before  they  expected  us.** — Marlborough  to  the  Duchtu,  21st  April 
1710;  CoxB,ix.l84. 


MABLBOBOUGH.  117 

but   the  ditch  i^as  deep  and  fiiU  of  water,  and  the    chap. 
coyered-way  in  excellent  condition.     The  Scarpe,  which     ^"^ 
takes  its  rise  some  leagues  from  Arras,  flows  through  its      ^^^^^ 
walls,  and  augments  the  difficulty  of  attack,  because  its 
inundations  are  so  extensive  as  to  render  very  long  lines 
of  circumvallation  necessary.     The  garrison  consisted  of 
eight  thousand  men  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis 
Albergotti,  an  officer  of  the  highest  talent  and  bravery  ; 
and  under  him  were  the  renowned  Valory,  to  direct  the 
engineers,  and  the  not  less  celebrated   Chevalier  de  ^  Hiit.  de 
Jaucourt,  to  command  the  artillery.     From  a  fortress  of  i9i,  1V2.' 
such  strength,  so  defended,  the  most  resolute  resistance  i85,  isi 
might  be  expected,  and  no  efforts  were  spared  on  the  291. 
part  of  the  Allied  generals  to  overcome  it.^ 

The  investment  was  completed  on  the  4th,  and  the 
trenches  opened  on  the  5th  May.     On  the  7th,  the  its  iny^ 
head  of  the  sap  was  advanced  to  within  two  hundred  ^eKe,whieh 
and  fifty  yards  of  the  exterior    palisades  :   but  the  to  nise, 
besiegers  that  night  experienced  a  severe  check  from  a    *^ 
vigorous  sally  of  the  besieged  with  twelve  hundred  men, 
by  which  two  English  regiments  were  nearly  cut  to 
pieces.     But,  on  the  9th,  a  great  train  of  artillery,  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  pieces,  with  a  large  supply  of 
ammunition,  arrived  from  Toumay;  on  the  11th,  the 
advanced  works  were  strongly  armed,  and  the  batteries 
were    pushed    up    to    the    covered-way,   where    they 
thundered  across  the  ditch  against  the  rampart.     The 
imminent   danger  of   this  important    stronghold  now 
seriously   alarmed    the   French   court ;    and    Marshal 
Villars,   who    commanded   their    great    army   on   the 
Flemish  frontier,  received  the  most  positive  orders  to 
advance  to  its  relief     By  great  exertions,  he  had  now 
collected  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  battalions  and  two 
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CHAP,    hundred  and  sixty-tw^  squadrons,  which  were  pompously 
^^^      announced  as  mustering  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
1710.     sand  combatants,  and  certainly  amounted  to  more  than 
ninety   thousand.     The  best  generals  in  France  were 
under  his   orders.      Marshal    Berwick    and    Marshal 
Montesquieu  aided  him  in  his  labours,  to  which  the 
severe    wound  he  had  received   at    Malplaquet  ren- 
dered   him    scarcely  equal.      The    Allied    force   was 
almost  exactly  equal  in  battalions  and  squadrons :  it 
Marib.iiL    cousistod  of  ouc  hundred  and  fifty-five  battalions  and 

195-19&  • 

CoM,T.i86.  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  squadrons ;  but  the  number 
Sil^"*  of  men  was  less  than  that  of  the  French,  being  only 
eighty  thousand.^ 

During  the  progress  of  this  siege,  two  events  occurred 
AneedJtos    siugularly  characteristic  of  the  chivalric  feelings  which 
ofthaehiV-  still  lingered  in  the  breasts  of  the  warriors  on  either 
rJ^  of     side.     The  camp  equipage  of  Prince  Eugene,  comprising 
****      his  whole  plate  and  presents  recently  received  from  the 
King  of  Prussia,  valued  at  £10,000  sterling,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  French  partisan  from  Namur,  who  brought 
the  rich  booty  safe  into  that  fortress.      But  as  soon  as 
Louis  XIV.  heard  of  the  circumstance,  he  ordered  the 
whole  to  be  restored  to  Eugene,  which  was  accordingly 
done.    This  act  was  the  more  magnanimous  that  Eugene 
was  connected,  by  his  mother's  side,  with  the  French 
court,  and  had  only  left  the  French  king's  service  be- 
cause he  had  been  refused  a  regiment.    And  the  Cardinal 
Bouillon,  the  nephew  of  Turenne  and  friend  of  Fenflon, 
wearied  of  his  long  disgrace  at  the  French  court,  set  out 
d*ATri^7,  from  Arras,  and  sought  refuge  in  Marlborough's  camp, 
Hilt.  «u    '  where  he  was  met  by  his  uncle,  the  Prince  of  Auvergne, 
iM-iw.      at    the  head  of  fivc-and-twenty  squadrons,  and  most 
hospitably  received  1  ^     Strange  mixture  of  ferocity  and 
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courtesy,  of  determination  to  ruin  and  yet  anxiety  to    chap. 
save,  which  in  every  age  has  distinguished  the  manners     ^"^ 
of  chivalry,  and  softened  the  horrors  of  war  by  the      i7io. 
graces  and  benevolence  of  peace. 

Villars  broke  up  from  the  vicinity  of  Cambray  on  the 
21st  May,  and,  moving  by  Artois  across  the  Scarpe  into  Bothanrnw 
the  plain  of  Lens,  advanced  in  great  strength  towards  other  utJ*. 
Douai.  The  soldiers  were  all  provided  with  bread  for 
four  days ;  and  in  his  letters  to  his  friends  he  expressed 
his  determination  to  give  battle  rather  than  see  Douai 
fall.  Marlborough  and  Eugene  immediately  made  the 
most  vigorous  preparations  to  receive  him.  Thirty  bat- 
talions only  were  left  to  prosecute  the  siege;  twelve 
squadrons  were  placed  in  observation  at  Pont-^Rache  ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  army,  about  sixty  thousand 
strong,  was  concentrated  in  a  strong  position  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Scarpe,  extending  from  Vitry  on  the 
left  to  Montigny  on  the  right,  so  as  to  cover  the  siege, 
on  which  all  the  resources  of  art,  so  far  as  the  short  time 
would  admit,  had  been  lavished.  Everything  was  pre- 
pared for  a  mighty  struggle.  The  whole  guns  were 
mounted  on  batteries  four  hundred  paces  from  each 
other ;  the  infantry  was  drawn  up  in  a  single  line  along 
the  intrenchment,  and  filled  up  the  entire  interval 
between  the  artillery ;  the  cavalry  were  arranged  in  two 
lines,  seven  hundred  paces  in  rear  of  the  foot-soldiers* 
It  seemed  another  Malplaquet,  in  which  the  relative 
position  of  the  two  armies  was  reversed,  and  the  French 
were  to  storm  the  intrenched  position  of  the  Allies. 
Every  man  in  both  armies  expected  a  decisive  battle ; 
and  Marlborough,  who  was  heartily  tired  of  the  war, 
wrote  to  the  Duchess  that  he  hoped  for  victory,  which 
should  at  once  end  the  war,  and  restore  him  to  private 
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CHAP,    life.*  Villars,  on  his  side,  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Maine :  "  I 

Z!!i    am  going  to  play  a  great  game.    I  hope  to  find  success  in 

^710.     the  heel,  since  I  have  it  not  in  the  hand.   The  newspapers 

give  the  enemy  forty  thousand  men  more  than  us,  so  that  I 

M«m.  u.     hope  they  will  spare  us  the  half  of  the  journey.    If  they  do 

Hirt.  de     not  do  me  that  honour,  I  will  seek  them,  and  attack  them, 

20S-205. '    if  they  are  not  intrenched  to  the  teeth.     I  will  undertake 

292-294."*  nothing  contrary  to  the  rules  of  good  sense  ;  but  if  I  can 

lay  my  claws  upon  them,  I  shall  not  fail  to  do  so.''^ 

Yet  there  was  no  battle.      The  lustre  of  Blenheim 

go 

Yiikn  ra-  and  Ramilies  played  round  Marlborough's  bayonets,  and 
outfighting,  the  recollection  of  Tm*in  tripled  the  efiective  force  of 
Eugene's  squadrons.  Villars  advanced  on  the  1st  June, 
with  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,  to  within 
musket-shot  of  the  Allied  position ;  and  he  had  not 
only  the  authority,  but  the  recommendation,  of  Louis 
to  hazard  a  battle.  He  boasted  that  his  force  amounted 
to  a  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  men.  But  he  did  not 
venture  to  make  the  attack.  Berwick  concurred  with 
Villars  in  thinking  that  the  Allied  position  was  impreg- 
nable, and  that  nothing  could  be  done  but  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  making  other  conquests  after  the  fall  of 
Douai.  To  Marlborough's  great  regret,  the  French  retired 
without  fighting ;  and  the  English  general,  at  the  age  of 
threescore,  was  left  to  pursue  the  fatigues  and  the  labours 
of  a  protracted  campaign,  in  which,  for  the  first  time  in 
his  life,  he  was  doubtful  of  success,  from  knowing  the 
malignant  eyes  with  which  he  was  regarded  by  the  ruling 

*  <*  I  hope  Qod  wiU  so  bless  our  efforts,  that  if  the  Queen  should  not  be  so 
happy  as  to  have  a  prospect  of  peace  before  the  opening  of  the  next  session 
of  parliament,  she  and  aU  her  subjects  may  be  convinced  we  do  our  best  here 
in  the  army  to  put  a  speedy  and  good  period  to  this  bloody  war.*' — Marlbo- 
rough to  the  Duek€it,  May  12,  1710;  Desp. 

**  I  hear  of  so  many  disagreeable  things,  that  make  it  very  reasonable,  both 
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faction  in  his  own  country.     "  I  long,"  said  he,  "  for  an     chap. 
end  of  the  war,  so  God's  will  be  done.    Whatever  the     ^"'' 
event  may  be,  I  shall  have  nothing  to  reproach  myself     ^^^^• 
with,  having  with  all  my  heart  done  my  duty,  and 
being  hitherto  blessed  with  more  success  than  was  ever 
known  before.     My  wishes  and  duty  are  the  same ;  but 
I  can't  say  I  have  the  same  prophetic  spirit  I  used  to 
have ;  for  in  all  the  former  actions  I  never  did  doubt  of 
success,  we  having  had  constantly  the  great  blessing  of 
being  of  one  mind.      I  cannot  say  it  is  so  now,  for  I 
fear  some  are  run  so  far  into  villanous  faction,  that  it  ^  Btwibo- 

ronsb  to 

would  more  content  them  to  see  us  beaten  ;  but  if  I  live,  oodo^n, 
I  will  be  watchful  that  it  shall  not  be  in  their  power  to  uid  June 

2, 1710. 

do  much  hurt.     The  discourse  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll  is,  Maribol 
that  when  I  please  there  will  then  be  peace.     I  suppose  Dodiess, 
his  friends  speak  the  same  language  in  England ;  so  1710.  coze, 
that  I  must  every  summer  venture  my  life  in  a  battle,  Benridc^s 
and  be  found  fault  with  in  winter  for  not  bringing  home  cd.  Peiitot 
peace.    Noy  I  wish  for  it  with  all  my  heart  and  souV  ^ 
Villars  having  retired  without  fighting,  the  operations 
of  the  siege  were  resumed  with  redoubled  vigour.     On  f«ii  of* 
the  16th  June,  signals  of  distress  were  sent  up  from  the  June  26. 
town,  which  the  French  marshal  perceived,  and  he  made 
in  consequence  a  show  of  returning  by  the  right  bank 
of  the  Scarpe,  to  interrupt  the  siege ;  but  his  move- 
ments came  to  nothing.     Marlborough,  to  counteract  his 
manoeuvres,  repassed  the  Scarpe  at  Vitry,  and  took  up 
a  position  directly  barring  the  line  of  advance  of  the 

for  myself  and  you,  to  take  no  steps  but  what  may  lead  to  a  quiet  life.  This 
being  the  case,  am  I  not  to  be  pitied  that  am  eyery  day  in  danger  of  exposing 
my  life  for  the  good  of  those  who  are  seeking  my  ruin  1  Qod's  vrill  be  done. 
If  I  can  be  so  blessed  as  to  end  this  campaign  with  success,  things  must  very 
much  alter  to  persuade  me  to  come  again  at  the  head  of  the  army." — Marl' 
horough  to  the  Dueheu,  19th  May  1710;  Cou,  y.  191, 192. 


122  THE   LIFE   OF 

oHAP.     French  marsbal^  while  Eugene  prosecuted  the  siege. 
^^'*      Villars  again  retired  without  fighting.      On  the  19th 
1710.     the  Prince  of  Orange  made  an  assault,  under  the  eyes 
of  Eugene  and  Marlborough,  on  two  ravelins  and  a  half- 
moon  ;  but,  after  a  desperate  struggle,  he  was  repulsed 
with  the  loss  of  seven  hundred  men.     The  attack  was 
renewed  by  the  Prince  on  the  24th,  and  the  breach 
carried  in  spite  of  the  explosion  of  several  mines,  which 
blew  up  with  terrific  effect.   The  Prince  of  Anhalt,  on  the 
same  day,  carried  another  ravelin.    On  the  22d  the  fort 
of  Scarpe  was  breached,  and  the  sap  was  advanced  to 
the  counterscarp  of  the  fortress,  the  walls  of  which  were 
mchto     violently  shaken ;  and  on  the  26th,  Albergotti,  who  had 
j™  & '"*  no  longer  any  hope  of  being  relieved,  and  who  saw  pre- 

1710     Dofl. 

T.  54!  Roni-  parations  made  for  a  general  assault,  capitulated  with  the 
Hitt  d«  '  £:arrison,  now  reduced  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  men. 
m  '    '    This  siege  was  the  most  bloody,  next  to  that  of  Lille,  of 
any  in  the  war,  for  it  cost  the  Allies  eight  thousand  men.^ 
On   the   surrender  of    Douai,   the    Allied   generals 
TheAiiiw  intended  to  besiege  Arras,  the  last  of  the  triple  line 
tTr^  '   of  fortresses  which  on  that  side  covered  France,  and 
bcmeg«"    between  which  and  Paris  no  fortified  place  remained 
Jai7i5.'    to  arrest  the  march  of  an  invader.     On  the  10th  July, 
Marlborough  crossed  the  Scarpe  at  Vitry,  and,  join- 
ing Eugene,  their  united  forces,  nearly  ninety  thousand 
strong,  advanced  towards  Arras.     But  Villars,  who  felt 
the   extreme   importance  of  this  last  stronghold,  had 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  for  its  defence.     He  had 
long  employed  his  troops  on  the  construction  of  new 
lines  of  great  strength  on  the  Crinchon,  stretching  from 
Arras  to  the  Somme,  and  he  had  here  collected  nearly 
a  hundred  thousand  men,  and  a  hundred  and  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon.     This  position  was  selected  with  great 
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ability,  so  as  entirely  to  bar  the  approach  to  Arras ;  and  chap. 
at  the  same  time  it  was  in  itself  so  strong,  and  so  ^"^' 
strengthened  by  the  resources  of  art,  as  to  render  it  i^io. 
extremely  hazardous  to  attempt  an  attack.  After  re- 
connoitring this  position,  the  Allied  generals  concurred 
in  thinking  that  it  was  equally  impossible  to  force  it, 
and  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Arras  while  the  enemy, 
in  such  strength  and  so  strongly  posted,  lay  on  its 
flank.^  Their  first  intention,  on  finding  themselves 
baffled  in  this  project,  was  to  seize  Hesden  on  the 
Canchec,  which  would  have  left  the  enemy  no  strong 
place  between  them  and  the  coast.  But  the  skilful 
dispositions  of  Villars,  who  on  this  occasion  displayed 
uncommon  abilities  and  foresight,  rendered  this  design 
abortive,  and  it  was  therefore  determined  to  attack 
Bethune.     This  place,  which  was  surrounded  with  very  i  coxe,  t. 

.  .  292-294 

strong  works,  was  garrisoned  by  nine  thousand  men,  RousBetiu. 
under  the  command  of  M.  Puy  Vauban,  nephew  of  the  «d/sur  u" 
celebrated  marshal  of  the  same  name.    But  as  an  attack  irio^pj 
on  it  had  not  been  expected,  the  necessary  supplies  for  Hist,  de 
a  protracted  resistance  had  not  been  fully  introduced  214,215.' 
when  the  investment  was  completed  on  the  15th  July.^ 

*  '<  Our  project  was  to  have  attacked  Arras  as  soon  as  the  siege  of  Douai  was 
over;  but  the  French  having  drawn  together  many  more  troops  than  we 
could  have  imagined,  which  gives  them  certainly  a  g^reat  superiority  as  to 
their  numbers,  which  will  make  another  siege  impossible  till  we  have  obliged 
them  to  send  some  of  their  troops  into  garrisons,  or  decided  the  fate  of 
Europe  by  a  battle.  I  thank  Qod  I  have  my  health  ;  but  what  I  hear  from 
your  side  of  the  water  gives  me  so  much  uneasiness  that  I  am  not  so  fully 
pleased  with  those  sanguine  thoughts  as  formerly,  that  Ood  would  protect  and 
bless  us :  but  with  all  my  soul  I  pray  He  may,  and  shall  very  freely  venture 
my  life  that  we  may  have  success,  which  is  necessary  not  only  for  preventing 
the  ruin  of  England,  but  of  aU  Europe :  for  should  the  French  get  the  better, 
you  may  depend  upon  it  that  Holland  is  so  alarmed  by  our  divinom  in 
England  that  they  would  consent  to  whatever  France  should  insist  upon." — 
Marlborough  to  Chdolphin,  June  2, 1710;  Cozs,  v.  196. 
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CHAP.         Villars,  upon  seeing  the  point  of  attack  now  fully 

^'"'      declared^  moved  in  eight  columns  upon  Hobarques,  near 

1710.     Montenencourt.      Eugene  and  Marlborough  upon  this 

Great  skill  asscmblcd  their  covering  army,  and  changed  their  front, 

Yiiian       taking  up  a  new  line  stretching  from  Mont  St  Eloi  to 

inruion  of  Lc  Comtc.     Upou  advauciug  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy, 

thUoc<»-    Marlborough  discovered  that   the  French,   instead  of 

ofBethnne,  advauciug  to  raisc  the  siege,  were  busy  constructing  a 

^^^""^       new  set  of  lines,  which  stretched  across  the  plain  from 

the  rivulet  Ugie,  towards  the  Somme,  and  the  centre  of 

which,   at   Avesnes   le   Comte,    was   already  strongly 

fortified.    It  now  appeared  how  much  Villars  had  gained 

by  the  skilful  measures  which  had  diverted  the  Allies 

from  their  projected  attack  upon  Arras.    It  lay  upon  the 

direct  road  to  Paris.    Bethune,  though  of  importance  to 

the  ultimate  issue  of  the  war,  was  not  of  the  same  present 

moment.     It  lay  on  the  flank  on  the  second  line,  while 

Arras  was  in  front,  and  was  the  only  remaining  fortress 

in  the  last.     By  means  of  the  new  lines  which  he  had 

constructed,  the  able  French  marshal  had  erected  a  fresh 

protection  for  his  country,  when  its  last  defences  were 

wellnigh  broken  through.     By  simply  holding  them,  the 

interior  of  France  was  covered  from  incursion,  time  was 

gained  not  only  for   raising  fresh   armaments  in  the 

interior  for  its  defence,  but,  what  was  of  more  impor- 

1  vuian*     tance  to  Louis,  for  waiting  the  issue  of  the  intrigues 

119-125.*     in  England,  which  were   soon  expected  to  overthrow 

roach  (o      the  Whig  cabinet.     Villars,  on  this  occasion,  proved  the 

Aiif.^^ftnd  salvation  of  his  country,  and  iustlj  raised  himself  to  the 

&!l!;i6.  very  highest  rank  among  its  mUitary  commanders.     His 

294.  Hut  measures  were  the  more  to  be  commended  that  they 

iii.316.      exposed  him  to  the  obloquy  of  leaving  Bethune  to  its 

fate.^     In  truth,  Villars'  men  were  so  discouraged  that 
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it  was  to  the  last  degree  hazardous  to  attempt  anything     chap. 
with  them.     "  Lacouture,"  said  he,  "  called  money  *  the      ^"^' 
star  of  gaiety/  but  unhappily  that  star  does  not  shine      ^7*^- 
very  bright  in  our  firmament.    The  bread  of  the  soldiers, 
too,  is  execrable ;  the  desertion  is  great :  one  reason  is, 
that  in  winter  the  soldiers  die  of  famine,  and  in  summer 
are  killed :  it  is  not  surprising  that  such  a  life  is  not 
very  popular." 

The  trenches  were  opened  before  Bethune  on  the 
night  of  the  23d  July.  Fagel  conducted  the  attack  sieseud 
on  the  bastion  of  St  Ignatius,  where  there  was  only  thune,Aug. 
one  covered  way;  Schulemberg  on  the  gate  of  Aire, 
where  there  were  two.  The  confederates  sustained  a 
severe  loss  the  next  night  from  a  sortie  of  the  garrison, 
which  cost  them  eight  hundred  men,  besides  having  all 
their  works  levelled  with  the  ground.  Schulemberg, 
however,  pushed  his  approaches  with  vigour  and  success. 
On  the  12th  August,  a  reinforcement  of  six,  on  the  20th 
of  twelve  battalions,  strengthened  the  besiegers ;  and 
although  the  besieged  made  two  vigorous  sallies,  which 
were  only  repelled  with  a  loss  of  a  thousand  men, 
their  progress  ^as  very  perceptible.  Fagel,  on  his  side, 
had  pushed  the  sap  up  to  the  palisades  of  the  outworks ; 
Schulemberg  had  made  himself  master  of  the  counter- 
scarp, and  battered  in  breach  the  rampart.  The  be- 
siegers were  preparing  to  fill  up  the  ditch.  The  garri- 
son, weakened  by  its  long  and  gallant  defence,  had  nearly 
exhausted  its  ammunition  and  provisions ;  balls  even 
were  awanting  for  the  guns.  In  these  circumstances, 
M.  de  Vauban,  after  thirty-five  days  of  open  trenches, 
beat  the  chamade — "  the  sad  signal,"  says  the  French 
annalist,  "which  terminated  all  the  sieges  undertaken 
by  Marlborough ;"  and  the  garrison,  now  reduced  to 
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CHAP,  fifteen  hundred  men  and  nine  hundred  wounded,  was 

^"^'  conducted,  with  the  honours  of  war,  to  St  Omer.    When 

^710.  t^g  white  flag  was  hoisted,  and  the  firing  ceased,  the 

1  Rousset,  French  governor  appeared  on  the  ramparts ;  Marlbo- 

ii.  296  297 

Hist,  de    '  rough  hastened  to  the  counterscarp,  and  from  thence  the 
218-221. '    two  commanders  saluted  each  other  with  mutual  marks 
of  respect  and  admiration.  ^ 

Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  so  many  fortresses  on 
increuing  the  endangered  frontier  of  his  territory,  Louis  XIV. 
to  Mwi.  was  SO  much  encouraged  by  what  he  knew  of  the  great 
En'i^Md.*"  change  which  was  going  on  in  the  councils  of  Queen 
tob^ie^  Anne,  that,  expecting  daily  an  entire  revolution  in  the 
ministry,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  war  party  in  the 
cabinet,  he  resolved  on  the  most  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  contest.  He  made  clandestine  overtures  to  the 
secret  advisers  of  the  Queen,  in  the  hope  of  establishing 
that  separate  negotiation  which  at  no  distant  period 
proved  so  successful.  Torcy,  the  Duke's  enemy,  tri- 
umphantly declared,  "  what  we  lose  in  Flanders,  we 
shall  gain  in  England.''  To  frustrate  these  machina- 
tions, and,  if  possible,  rouse  the  national  feeling  more 
strongly  in  favour  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
Marlborough  determined  to  lay  siege  to  Aire  and  St 
Venant,  which,  though  oflF  the  line  of  direct  attack  on 
France,  laid  open  the  way  to  Calais,  which,  if  supported 
at  home,  he  hoped  to  reduce  before  the  conclusion  of 
the  campaign.^      He  entertained  the   most  sanguine 

•  "  I  am  of  opinion  that,  after  the  riege  of  Aire,  I  shall  have  it  in  my 
power  to  attack  Calais.  This  is  a  conquest  which  would  very  much  prejudice 
France,  and  ought  to  have  a  good  effect  for  the  Queen's  service  in  England ; 
but  I  see  so  much  malice  levelled  at  me  that  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  safe  for  me 
to  make  any  proposition,  lest,  if  it  should  not  succeed,  my  enemies  should 
turn  it  to  my  diiadTantage.'*->ifar{6oro«^  to  Chddphm,  1 1th  August  1710 ; 
Ooil,  T.  848. 
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hopes  of  success  from  this  design^  which  was  warmly    chap. 
approved  of  by  Godolphin ;  but  he  receired  at  this  time     ^^^' 
such  discouraging  accounts  of  the  precarious  condition      i7io. 
of  bis  influence  at  court,  that  he  justly  concluded  he 
would  not  receive  adequate  support  from  England,  out 
of  which  the  main  supplies  for  the  enterprise  must  be 
drawn.     He,  in  concert  with  Eugene,  therefore,  wisely 
resolved  to  forego  this   dazzling  but    perilous    project  ii.  *^8. 
for  the  present,  and  to  content  himself  with  the  solid  343.  Hut. 
advantages,  unattended  with  risk,  of  reducing  Aire  and  iiL223,224. 
St  Venant.i 

Having  taken  their  resolution,  the  confederate  gene- 
rals began  their  march  in  the  beginning  of  September,  8ieg«  ud 
and  on  the  6th  of  that  month  both  places  were  invested.  st^v«^t, 
Aire,  which  is  comparatively  of  small  extent,  was  gar-  ^*' 
risoned  by  only  two  thousand  seven  hundred  men  ;  but 
St  Yenant  was  a  place  of  great  size  and  strength,  and 
had  a  garrison  of  fourteen  battalions  of  foot  and  three 
regiments  of  dragoons,  mustering  eight  thousand  com- 
batants. They  were  under  the  command  of  the  Count 
de  Guebriant,  a  brave  and  skilful  commander.  Both 
were  at  this  time  protected  by  inundations,  which 
retarded  extremely  the  operations  of  the  besiegers,  the 
more  especially  as  the  autumnal  rains  had  set  in  early 
this  year,  and  with  more  than  usual  severity.  While 
anxiously  awaiting  the  cessation  of  this  obstacle,  and 
the  arrival  of  a  great  convoy  of  heavy  cannon  and 
ammunition  which  was  coming  up  from  Ghent,  the 
Allied  generals  received  the  disheartening  intelligence 
of  the  total  defeat  of  this  important  convoy,  which, 
though  guarded  by  sixteen  hundred  men,  was  attacked 
and  destroyed  by  a  French  corps  on  the  19th  Sep-septiQ. 
tember.      This  loss  affected   Marlborough    the   more 
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CHAP,     sensibly,  that  it  was  the  first  disaster  of  moment  which 
^"^'     had  befallen  him  during  nine  years  of  incessant  warfare.* 
1710.     But  notwithstanding  this  loss,  St  Venant  was  so  severely 
pressed  by  the  fire  of  the  besiegers,  under  the  Prince  of 
1  RoiuMt,    Orange,  who  conducted  the  operations  with  uncommon 
Hitt  de     vigour  and  ability,  that  the  garrison  was  compelled  to 
226,227.'    capitulate  on  the  29th,  on  condition  of  being  conducted 
to  St  Omer,  not  to  serve  again  till  regularly  exchanged.^ 
Aire  still  held  out,  as  the  loss  of  the  convoy  from 
And  of       Ghent,  and  the  dreadful  rains  which  fell  almost  without 
12."*  ^^*  intermission  during  the  whole  of  October,  very  greatly  re- 
tarded the  progress  of  the  siege.  The  garrison,  too,  under 
the  command  of  the  brave  governor,  made  a  most  resolute 
defence.  Sickness  prevailed  to  a  great  extent  in  the  Allied 
army  ;  the  troops  were  for  the  most  part  up  to  the  knees 
in  mud  and  water;  and  the  rains,  which  fell  night  and  day 
for  weeks  together  without  intermission,  precluded  the 
possibility  of  finding  a  dry  place  for  their  lodging.      It 
was  absolutely  necessary,  however,  to  continue  the  siege ; 
for,  independent  of  the  credit  of  the  army  being  staked 
on  its  success,  it  had  become  impossible,  as  Marlborough 
himself  said,  to  draw  the  cannon  from  the  trenches.t 
In  addition  to  this,  Eugene  had  hesitated  as  to  under- 
taking the  siege  so  late  in  the  season,  in  a  country  so 
low,  and  exposed  to  inundations  ;    and  Marlborough 

*  "  TiU  within  these  few  days,  during  these  nine  yean,  I  hare  neyer  had 
occasion  to  send  ill  news.  Our  powder  and  other  stores,  for  the  carrying  on 
these  two  sieges,  left  Ghent  last  Thursday,  under  the  convoy  of  twelve 
hundred  foot  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  horse.  They  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy  and  beaten,  so  that  they  blew  up  the  power,  and  sunk  the  store- 
boats.** — Marlborough  to  the  Ihtcheu,  22d  September  1710 ;  Coxb,  v.  865. 

f  "  Take  it  we  must,  for  we  cannot  draw  the  guns  from  the  batterie&  But 
Qod  knows  when  we  shall  have  it ;  night  and  day  our  poor  men  are  up  to 
the  knees  in  mud  and  water." — Marlhorougk  to  Godolphin,  27th  October 
1710. 
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therefore  felt  bis  own  credit  implicated  in  its  reduction,    ohap. 
The  perseverance  of  the   Allied  commanders  was  at     ^"'^ 
length  rewarded  by  success.     On  the  12th  November     *7io. 
the  fortress  capitulated,  and   the  garrison.,  still  3628 
strong,  marched  out  prisoners,  leaving  sixteen  hundred 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  town,  after  having  sustained, 
with  great  resolution,  no  less  than  forty-eight  days  of  ^Mwibo- 
open    trenches.      This   conquest,  which  concluded  the  st  f ohn, 
campaign,  was,  however,  dearly  purchased  by  the  loss  1716.  Dm. 
of  nearly   seven   thousand   men   killed   and   wounded  coxe/r. 
in  the  Allied  ranks,  exclusive  of  the  sick,  who,  amidst  uiil  de* 
those  pestilential  marshes,  had  now  swelled  to  double  229^286" ' 
that  number.* 

Although  the  capture  of  four  such  important  fortresses 
as  Douai,  Bethune,  St  Venaut,  and  Aire,  with  their  gar-  inenu^ 
risons,  amounting  nearly  to  thirty  thousand  men,  who  boro^h\ 
had  been  taken  in  them  during  the  campaign,  was  a  most  at  hmn^T 
substantial  advantage,  and  could  not  fail  to  have  a  most 
important  effect  on  the  final  issue  of  the  war,  yet  these 
results  were  not  productive  of  so  much  national  exultation 
as  the  victories  of  the  preceding  campaigns.  There  had 
been  no  brilliant  victory  like  Blenheim,  Ramilies,  or 
Oudenarde,  to  silence  envy  and  defy  malignity ;  the  suc- 
cesses, though  little  less  real,  had  not  been  so  dazzling. 
The  intriguers  about  the  court,  the  malcontents  in  the 
country,  eagerly  seized  on  this  circumstance  to  calum- 
niate the  Duke,  and  accused  him  of  unworthy  motives 
in  the  conduct  of  the  war :  he  was  protracting  it  for 
his  own  private  purposes,  reducing  it  to  a  strife  of  lines 
and  sieges,  when  he  might  at  once  terminate  it  by 
a  decisive  battle,  and  gratifying  his  ruling  passion  of 
avarice  by  the  lucrative  appointments  which  he  enjoyed 
himself,  or  divided  among  his  friends. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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CHAP.  The  great  increase  in  the  public  burdens  of  the  coun- 
^"^'  try,  a  subject  which  never  fails  to  find  a  responsive  echo 
1710.  in  the  English  breast,  added  tenfold  weight  to  these 
Genend  representations.  Such  was  the  clamour  against  the 
au'^enta-^  augmentation  of  the  public  debt  and  taxes  that  it  had 
pabiic  bur.  become  absolutely  stunning.  It  must  be  confessed  there 
was  great  foundation  for  the  complaints  so  generally 
made  on  this  subject.  The  annual  expenditure  of  the 
nation  in  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  James  II.  had 
been,  as  Bolingbroke  tells  us,  about  £2,000,000 ;  and 
the  supplies  voted  by  the  Commons  had  already  for 
several  years  been  £6,000,000,  and  had  this  year 
reached  the  unprecedented  amount  of  £7,000,000. 
Large  loans  were  annually  contracted,  the  interest  of 
which  was  not  only  burdensome  in  itself,  but  threatened, 
as  it  was  thought,  at  no  distant  period,  entirely  to  swal- 
low up  the  whole  landed  and  realised  property  of  the 
country.  Men  could  see  no  end  to  this  constant  increase 
of  taxation,  and  such  additions  to  the  public  debt.  They 
began  to  think  they  might  pay  too  dear  for  glory,  for 
independence,  or  even  for  freedom.  The  public  debt, 
which  was  only  £664,000  at  the  Revolution,  had  since 
increased  so  rapidly  that  it  was  swelled  by  £16,000,000 
during  the  reign  of  William,  and  that  contracted  in  the 
reign  of  Anne  already  exceeded  £34,000,000,  while  at 
her  death  it  amounted  to  £37,000,000.^^     The  public 
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taxes  had  nearly  tripled  during  the  same  period.    Where,    chap. 
it  was  asked,  is  this  to  end  1      Of  twenty-two  years     ^"^' 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  ReTolution,  eight^n  hare     *^^®- 
been  spent  in  constant  and  expensive  wars.      What 
national  resources,  what  public  freedom,  can  stand  such 
a  strain  ? 

"  It  is  impossible,"  says  Bolingbroke,  "  to  look  back 
without  indignation  at  the  mysterious  iniquity  by  which  Ammmt 
this  system  has  been  matured,  or  horror  to  the  conse-  broke  ?/' 
quences  that  may  ensue  from  it.  The  ordinary  expenses  * "  ^**** 
of  government  are  defrayed,  even  in  time  of  peace,  in 
great  part  by  anticipations  and  mortgages.  In  time  of 
peace — in  days  of  prosperity,  as  we  boast  them  to  be — 
we  contract  new  debts,  we  create  new  funds.  What  must 
happen  when  we  go  to  war,  or  are  in  national  distress  ? 
What  will  happen  when  we  have  mortgaged  and  funded 
all  we  have  to  mortgage  and  fund — ^when  we  have  mort- 
gaged all  the  produce  of  land,  and  all  the  land  itself? 
Who  can  answer  that,  when  we  come  to  such  extremities, 
or  have  them  more  nearly  in  prospect,  ten  millions  of 
people  will  consent  to  be  mere  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water,  to  maintain  the  two-hundredth  part 
of  that  number  in  ease  and  plenty  ?  Who  can  answer 
that  the  whole  body  of  the  people  will  suflfer  themselves 
to  be  treated,  in  favour  of  a  handful  of  men,  as  the  poor 
Indians  are  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards ;  to  be  parcelled 
out  in  lots,  as  it  were,  and  to  be  assigaed,  like  these 
Indians  to  the  Spanish  planters,  to  toil  and  starve  for 
the  proprietors  of  the  several  funds  ? "  Probably  most 
persons  will  be  of  opinion  that  these  questions  suggest 
matter  for  serious  and  anxious  thought,  even  with  all 
the  experience  we  have  since  had  of  the  prodigious 
resources   which   the   industry   and   activity   of  Great 
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CHAP.     Britain  can  develop.     It  may  be  conceived,  then,  what 

^^"'     a  sensation  they  produced,  when  the  funding  system, 

1710.     introduced  with  the  Revolution,  was  yet  in  its  infancy  ; 

when  the  capabihty  of  the  nation  to  bear  an  increase  of 

iDisMTt.     burdens  was  unknown,  and  when  all  the  obloquy  arising 

Boiioff-   '  from  SO  rapid  and  alarming  an  increase  of  the  public 

WorL^iii.  debts  and  burdens  was,  alike  by  friends  and  enemies, 

•dit  \m.   directed  against  the  victorious  general,  who  alone,  it  was 

said,  profited  by  them  !  ^ 

And  in  truth  Marlborough  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
R«ftici^  whole.  Yet  nothing  could  be  more  unjust  than  this 
eompUined  couceutration  of  the  public  discontent  on  his  head,  when 
in  reality  the  evils  complained  of  were  the  direct  and 
unavoidable  consequences  of  the  great  convulsion  by 
which  the  family  on  the  throne  had  been  changed.  It 
was  no  fault  of  Marlborough  that  the  nation,  since  the 
Revolution,  had  been  involved  in  almost  constant  wars ; 
they  had  only  to  thank  him  for  having  rendered  them 
for  the  last  ten  years  constantly  successful.  The  real 
cause  of  the  warfare,  and  of  the  enormous  increase  of  the 
debt  to  which  it  had  given  rise,  was  the  ambition  of 
Louis  XI  v.,  which  had  arrayed  all  Europe  in  a  league 
against  him,  and  the  Revolution  of  1688,  which  had 
placed  England  at  its  head.  Great  as  had  been,  and 
were  destined  to  be,  the  benefits  of  that  change,  it  was 
attended  in  the  firat  instance  by  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences. No  nation,  even  for  the  most  just  of  causes, 
can  overtuni  an  existing  government  without  suffering 
deeply  for  it,  especially  in  its  pecuniary  interests.  France 
felt  this  bitterly  after  its  two  successful  revolutions  in 
1789  and  1830;  England  felt  it  with  almost  equal 
severity  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Stuarts.  The  "  un- 
bought  loyalty  of  men,  the  cheap  defence  of  nations," 
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was  at  an  end.  Generous  attachment  to  the  crown  chap. 
being  no  longer  to  be  relied  on,  the  foundations  of  ^'"' 
government  required  to  be  laid  in  the  selfish  interests  i7io. 
of  its  supporters.  Corruption  on  a  great  scale  became 
necessary  to  maintain  the  authority  of  government ;  the 
contraction  of  debt  became  a  part  of  its  policy,  to  interest 
the  public  creditors  in  the  existing  order  of  things. 
Parliamentary  influence  had  come  in  place  of  prero- 
gative. The  king  did  nothing  of  his  own  authority ; 
but  he  got  an  obsequious  Parliament  to  do  whatever  he 
desired.  The  national  debt  and  public  taxes  grew  alike 
with  the  external  dangers  and  internal  insecurity  of  the 
new  government.  These  evils  had  no  connection  with 
Marlborough ;  but  they  were  all  imputed  to  him,  because 
of  his  great  influence  and  colossal  fame,  and  because  he 
was  the  visible  head  of  the  war  party.  Hence  the 
general  obloquy  with  which  he  was  assailed.  Men  will 
impute  evils  under  which  they  sufier  to  anything  but 
the  real  cause — their  own  conduct. 

But  it  was  not  only  among  the  populace  and  his 
political  opponents  that  these  prejudices  prevailed;  his  EnvyoV 
greatness  and  fame  had  become  an  object  of  envy  to  hu^^ 
his  own  party.     Orford,  Wharton,  and  Halifax  had  on  ^^' 
many  occasions  evinced  their  distrust  of  him ;  and  even 
Somers,  who  had  long  stood  his  friend,  was  inclined  to 
think  the  power  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  too  great, 
and  the  emoluments  and  offices  of  his  family  and  con- 
nections immoderate.     The  Duchess  inflamed  the  discord 
between  him  and  the  Queen,  by  positively  refusing  to 
come  to  any  reconciliation  with  her  rival,  Mrs  Masham. 
The  discord  increased  daily,  and  great  were  the  efibrts 
made  to  aggravate  it.     To  the  Queen,  the  never-faiUng 
device  was  adopted  of  representing  the  victorious  general 
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CHAP,     as  lording  it  over  the  throne  ;  as  likely  to  eclipse  even 
^'"'      the  crown  by  the  lustre  of  his  fame  ;  as  too  dangerous 
^'i<>-     and  powerful  a  subject  for  a  sovereign  to  tolerate.   Mat- 
ters came  to  such  a  pass,  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
of  1710,  that  Marlborough  found  himself  thwarted  in 
every  request  he  made,  in  every  project  he  proposed ; 
and  he  had  serious  thoughts  of  resigning  his  command, 
but  was  dissuaded  by  his  friends,  who  were  well  aware 
that  such  a  step  would  lead  to  the  immediate  down- 
1  Marl-      fal  of  their  party,  and  introduce  one  to  power  which 

borough  to 

theDuchess,  would  at  oucc  abaudou  the  whole  objects  of  the  Grand 

July  26,  .  .  '' 

1710.  Core,  Alliance.     He  retained  the  command,  therefore,  from  a 

Y.  203. 

Cunning-     scnsc  of  duty,  and  with  great  reluctance  ;  and  expressed 
279-282.     his  acquiescence  with  the  emphatic  expression,  that  he 
230.     '     was  a  "  mere  sheet  of  white  paper,  upon  which  his  friends 
might  write  what  they  pleased.^^^ 

Matters  between  the  Queen  and  the  Duchess  were 
Final  inter-  brought  to  a  final  issue  on  3d  April  1710,  when  they 

view  of  the    .  /»       i     •  •  mi  •        #•  i  t     % 

Queen  and  had  a  final  interview.     This  favour  was  only  awarded 

tlie  Duchess   ,i-.jr»  r  ^  ^  -^r        % 

ofMaribo-  by  licr  Majesty  after  repeated  requests,  and,  as  Marl- 
borough had  predicted  of  all  interviews  where  mutual 
reproaches  were  the  principal  theme,  ended  only  in 
widening  the  breach.  She  was  kept  waiting  long  in  the 
antechamber,  and,  on  being  admitted,  the  Queen  said  to 
her,  with  some  embarrassment,  "  I  was  just  going  to 
write  to  you :  whatever  you  have  to  say,  put  it  in  writ- 
ing." The  Duchess  remonstrated  against  not  being 
permitted  to  state  it  verbally  ;  and  added,  "  There  are 
those  about  your  Majesty  who  have  charged  me  with 
saying  things  which  I  am  no  more  capable  of  than  I  am 
of  killing  my  own  children  :  I  never  speak  of  your 
Majesty  but  in  company,  and  tlien  always  with  due 
respect." — "  Without  doubt,"  rejoined  the  Queen,  "  there 
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are  manj  lies  told."     "  I  only  beg/'  replied  the  Duchess,    ohap. 
"  that  you  will  inform  me  of  what  particulars  I  have     ^"^ 
been  accused  ;  because  this  only  can  enable  me  to  clear     *^^^- 
myself.     I  am  confident  your  Majesty  would  not  treat 
me  with  so  much  harshness,  if  you  could  believe  that  my 
only  object  is  to  do  myself  justice,  and  not  to  ask  a 
favour." — "  You  desired  no  answer,"  replied  the  Queen, 
"  and  you  shall  have  none."  *     The  Duchess  still  con- 
tinued to  remonstrate  ;  upon  which  the  Queen  again  said, 
**  You  desired  no  answer,  and  you  shall  have  none.     I 
will  quit  the  room."     Upon  this  the  Duchess  burst  into 
a  flood  of  tears,  and  anxiously  besought  the  Queen  to 
tell  her  who  were  her  accusers ;  but  she  could  obtain  no 
other  answer  but  the  words,  "  You  desired  no  answer, 
and  shall  have  none."     Perceiving  it  fruitless  to  continue  238-244. 
the  contest,  the  Duchess  made  her  obeisance,  and  said,  rough's  Pn- 
"  I  am  confident  you  will  suffer  in  this  world  and  the  i?295.  "^' 
next  for  this  inhumanity."  — "  That  is  my  business,"  20^207! 
replied  the  Queen,  and  the  Duchess  withdrew.^ 

After  such  a  scene,  which  too  literally  fulfilled  all 
Marlborough's  predictions  as  to  the  utter  fruitlessness  of  Appoint- 
all  attempts,  by  explanations,  to  reconcile  hearts  which  the  uake 
once  were  united,  and  have  become  severed,  it  was  im-  huiy  u 
possible  that  even  the  terms  of  ordinary  civility  could  be  beruin  by 
kept  up  ;  and,  accordingly,  they  never  met  again.     The  aione.  **^ 
same  post  which  brought  to  the  Duke,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  diplomatic  career  at  the  Hague,  the  account 
of  this  painful   scene,  brought   the  intelligence  of  the 
unexpected  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  to 
the  office  of  Lord-Chamberlain,  without  the  concurrence, 
or  even  suspicion,  of  any  member  of  the  administration. 

*  AUuding  to  an  expression  in  the  Duchess's  letter,  that  all  she  hod  to  say 
in  her  vindication  would  not  oblige  the  Queen  to  answer  her. 
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CHAP.  This  was  a  decisive  proof  that  the  Queen  was  governed 
^"^'  by  secret  counsellors  apart  from  her  official  advisers,  for 
1710.  the  office  of  Lord-Chamberlain  is  too  important  a  situa- 
tion in  any,  but  especially  a  Queen's  palace,  to  be  ever 
disposed  of  but  by  the  responsible  ministers  of  the  crown. 
Harley,  who  by  this  important  change  was  paving  the 
way  for  an  entire  change  of  administration,  never  dis- 
played his  extreme  judgment  and  tact  more  than  in  this 
appointment.  Of  all  the  noblemen  in  England,  Shrews- 
bury was  the  most  remarkable  for  politeness  of  demean- 
our, suavity  of  manners,  and  conciliatory  temper.  King 
William  used  to  say  of  him,  he  was  "  the  only  minister 
that  pleased  both  Whig  and  Tory  ;"  and  from  his  general 
popularity  he  was  designated  the  "King  of  Hearts."  He 
was  a  man  of  honour  and  probity,  as  well  as  most  en- 
gaging manners,  and  having  been  a  prime  mover  in  the 
Revolution,  had  been  appointed,  soon  after  it.  Secretary 
of  State  in  the  Whig  cabinet.  In  the  close  of  King 
William's  reign,  however,  he  withdrew  from  politics,  and 
retired  to  Rome ;  and  though  earnestly  pressed  by 
Godolphin  and  Marlborough  to  take  office,  he  still  de- 
clined to  do  so,  though  he  intrusted  Marlborough  with 
bis  proxy  in  the  House  of  Lords.  He  professed,  how- 
ever, the  warmest  regard  for  Marlborough,  and  stood 
firm  by  him  in  the  struggle  for  Harley 's  dismissal.  In 
one  of  his  letters  he  said,  "  I  own  it  is  hard  at  first  to 
choose  one's  friendships  well ;  but  when  they  are  once 
fixed  upon  a  merit  like  the  person  you  mention,  [Marl- 
borough,] and  their  worth  experienced  by  a  long  convcr- 
>DBiM«r  satiou,  it  is  past  my  comprehension  how  that  should 
tovIU^?  ever  be  lessened  or  shaken,  especially  by  the  cunning 
Om^I^su.  insinuations  of  one  [Mrs  Masham]  who,  every  step  she 
advances  towards  it,^  must  discover  the  basest  ingrati- 


MABLBOROUaH.  137 

tude  imaginable  to  a  benefactor,  who  has  made  her  what    chap. 

she  is/'  L 

It  was  in  the  most  secret  manner  that  Harley  and     ^^^®- 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham  made  their  advances  to  this  Progress  of 

tiM  secret 

important  nobleman.     They  first  urged  him  to  concur  intrigae 
with  them  in  forming  a  ministry  on  a  broad  basis — that  shrews- 
is,  of  the  moderate  men  of  both  parties,  to  tlie  exclusion   ^^* 
of  the  Whig  junto,  which  had  lorded  it  equally  over  the 
Queen,  Godolphin,  and  Marlborough.      These   efforts, 
however,  were  at  the  time  unsuccessful ;  but  in  the  year 
1 709  Shrewsbury  lent  a  more  willing  ear  to  Harley's 
insinuations,    in   consequence  of  several   circumstances 
which  had  produced  a  coldness  between  him  and  the 
Whig  leaders.    He  had  been  refused  Godolphin's  interest 
to  procure  for  him  a  pension  from  the  Queen  ;  and  he 
had  also  been  refused  the  Lord-Lieutenancy  of  Ireland, 
which  had  been  bestowed  on  Lord  Wharton.     But  the 
most  unpardonable  affront  of  all  was  the  coldness  shown 
by  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  and  other  Whig  ladies, 
to  his  lady,  an  Italian  by  birth,  who,  after  having  been 
his  mistress,  was  privately  married  to  him  at  Rome. 
Harley,  aware  of  these   circumstances,   redoubled   his 
assiduities  to  the  fascinating  Duke,  and  prevailed  on  the 
Queen  to  offer  to  put  at  his  disposal  some  elevated  *239°m 
situation,  and  to  flatter  his  Duchess  with  delicate  atten-  ham,ii.^i7. 
tions — which  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  studied  2i2*2r3. 
coldness  of  the  Whig  ladies  of  rank.^ 

These  prudent  steps  on  the  part  of  Harley  were  not 
lost  on  Shrewsbury,  whom  we  find,  so  early  as  July  1 709, 
busily  intriguing  underhand  with  that  astute  courtier.* 

*  "  At  home,  politicians  are  busier  than  ever,  especially  Mr  Harley,  who 
omits  no  art  or  industry  to  strengthen  his  party,  or  to  spread  all  the  malici- 
ous insinuations  imaginable  against  you  and  me.    If  one  would  believe  Lord 
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CHAP.  Shrewsbury  however,  in  outward  form,  was  still  in  the 
^"^'  full  confidence  of  Marlborough ;  and  he  continued  to 
)7io.     solicit  and  obtain  numerous  favours  from  him  for  his 

54. 

shraw^bnrr  fricuds  and  adherents.      He  did  not  take  a  decided 
iSVon^*  part  against  the  Whigs  till  SacheverelFs  trial,  on  which 
'  occasion  he  exerted  himself  to  obtain  a  verdict  of  acquit- 
tal. Marlborough's  absence  on  the  Continent,  Godolpliin's 
accidental  visit  to  Newmarket,  and  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  which  took  place  on  5th  April,  at  length 
gave  the  Queen  an  opportunity  of  rewarding  this  con- 
duct ;  and  accordingly  she  sent  her  chamberlain,  the 
Marquis  of  Kent,  on  the  13th,  with  orders  to  deliver 
his  staff  of  office  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  promising 
the  Marquis,  at  the  same  time,  a  dukedom  in  return  for 
his  ready  compliance  with  her  wishes.     On  the  same 
1  Conduct,    evening  she  announced  the  appointment  as  a  matter  of 
mixon,  447.  courso  to  Godolphiu,  who  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
215,^16.     such  a  thing  was  in  contemplation,  upon  whom  it  fell 
like  a  flash  of  lightning.^  * 

Had  Godolphin  been  a  man  of  greater  decision  and 

Oodoiphin's  resolution   of  character,  he  would,  on  learning  of  this 

ean£^ct  oS^  appointment,  which  so  clearly  betrayed  a  secret  influence 

thJ^^tnt-  behind  the  throne,   more  powerful   than   that  of  the 

"'*°  ministry,  have  instantly  resigned,  and  allowed  the  real 

advisers  of  the  Queen  to  become  her  responsible  servants. 

But  he  was  deterred  by  the  consideration  that  such  a 

step  would,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  draw  after  it 

RiTen,  who  is  rery  deep  in  aU  the  measuroe  and  designs  of  the  Tories,  Mr 
Harloy  and  Lord  Rivers  seem  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Duke  of 
Shrewshury  is  very  fiist  engaged  with  them  ;  for  certain,  he  has  been 
lately  with  the  Qaeen,**—Oodolpkin  to  Marlborouffh,  July  29,  1709;  Coxk, 
T.  213. 

*  "  Since  you  went  to  Newmarket,  I  have  roceived  several  assurances  from 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  of*  his  roadinesa  to  serve  me  upon  aU  occasions,  and 
bis  willingnaaa  to  oome  into  my  service  ;  which  offer  I  was  very  willing  to 
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peace  with  France  and  the  entire  abandonment  of  all    chap. 


VIIL 


the  objects  of  the  war,  and  in  all  probability  pave  the 
way  for  the  restoration  of  the  Stuart  line,  and  the  *^*®' 
utter  ruin  of  all  those  who  had  taken  an  active  part 
in  bringing  about  the  Revolution.  Influenced  by  these 
pressing  considerations^  which  the  evident  change  in  the 
temper  of  the  nation,  as  evinced  in  SacheverelFs  trial, 
rendered  more  important,  he  resolved  to  steer  a  middle 
course,  and,  without  at  once  resigning,  to  remonstrate 
in  the  strongest  manner  against  the  appointment,  and 
to  point  out  the  ruinous  effect  which  such  a  public  and 
decided  proof  of  the  transference  of  her  confidence  to 
another  party  would  have  upon  her  allies  abroad,  the 
issue  of  the  negotiations  pending  with  France,  and  the 
probability  of  success  in  the  attempts  of  that  power  to 
impose  the  Pretender  upon  this  country.  After  allud- 
ing to  the  cabals  of  Shrewsbury  with  Harley  and  the 
Tories,  and  remonstrating  against  his  appointment,  he 
added,  "  What  consequence  can  this  possibly  have,  but 
to  make  every  man  that  is  now  in  your  cabinet  council, 
except  the  Duke  of  Somersety  to  run  from  it  as  they 
would  from  the  plague  ?  and  I  leave  it  to  your  Ma- 
jesty to  judge  what  effect  this  entire  change  of  your  uiodoiphin 
ministers  will  have  among  your  allies  abroad,  and  how  Anne,  April 
well  this  war  is  like  to  be  carried  on,  in  their  opinions,  Conduct,' 
by  those  who  have  all  along  opposed  and  obstructed  ▼.217. 
it,  and  who  will  Hke  any  peace  the  better,^  the  more  it 

accept  of,  having  a  very  good  opinion  of  him,  and  believing  he  may  be  of  great 
use  in  these  troublesome  times.  For  these  reasons  I  have  resolved  to  part 
with  the  Duke  of  Kent,  who,  as  I  hope,  will  be  easy  in  this  matter  by  being 
made  a  duke.  And  I  hope  that  this  change  will  meet  with  your  approba- 
tion, which  I  wish  I  may  have  in  aU  my  actions.  I  have  not  yet  declared 
my  intentions  of  giving  the  staflF  and  key  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  because 
I  would  be  the  first  to  acquaint  you  with  it"— Queen  Anne  to  Godolphiuy 
April  13, 1709;  Olduuon,  447. 
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CHAP,    leaves  France  at  liberty  to  take  their  time  of  imposiDg 
^^"'      the  Pretender  on  this  country." 

*7io.         Godolphin,  however,  did  not  carry  his  threat  into 
Maribo*.      execution  ;  the  Whigs  did  not  run  away  in  a  body  from 
7uli/on     the  cabinet,  and  he  himself  gave  the  first  example  of 
th«apm>mt.  rcmammg  m  it.     He  even  succeedea  m  convmcmg  ins 
S!*"**    ^  more  impetuous  colleague,  Sunderland,  of  the  propriety 
of  remaining  quiet,  and  neither  resigning  nor  dissolving 
Parliament  in  the  present  temper  of  the  nation.     In 
this  opinion  Lord  Somers  concurred,  deeming  it  better, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  dissemble,  in  hopes  that  the  storm 
would  blow  over.*     Marlborough  received  the  unwel- 
come  and   unexpected  intelligence   in  a  more  worthy 
spirit,  and,  without  concealing  the  important  consequences 
of  the  step,  resolved  only  to  confine  himself  to  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  public  duties.     "  I  confess  to  you 
that  I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  courage  of  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury  to  come  so  freely  into  a  storm  :  I 
think  you  and  I  may  see  very  plainly,  by  neither  the 
Queen  nor  his  ever  taking  notice  of  it  to  us,  that  they 
have  another  scheme  than  what  would  be  approved  of 
by   us.     However,  I  cannot  hinder  wishing  that  the 
Queen  may  prosper  ;  but  I  think  it  is  impossible  for  her 
to  have  any  quiet  or  ease  in  the  hands  I  tliink  she  is 
running  into.     If  we  have  a  battle,  it  must  be  the  last ; 
boroogbto   for  it  will  be  in  all  likelihood  in  a  plain  where  there  is 
M»y5,i7ia  neither  tree  nor  hedge.^     I  hope  God  will  bless  me  with 
32&.  another  opportunity  of  giving  a  mark  of  my  zeal  for  the 

Queen  and  my  country,  and  then  I  shall  be  the  less 


•  It 


I  have  seen  Lord  Somers  and  Lord  Sundorland  to-day ;  both  appear  to 
be  aa  mucli  mortified  as  myself,  but  thinkiDg  it  reasonable  enough  to  dis- 
semble. I  believe  the  good  news  from  Lord  Marlborough  contributes  some- 
thing to  ihMtr^Oodclpkim  to  Duckm  qf  Morlborouffk,  v.  219. 
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coDcerned  at  the  behaviour  I  have  received  of  late."    chap. 
The  reaUy  great  are  never  on  a  crisis  unworthy  of  them-      ""^' 
selves.      Marlborough  was  determined  to  be  avenged      i7io. 
on  his  enemies ;  but  his  was  the  vengeance  of  a  noble 
mind. 

Marlborough,  however,  soon  had  convincing  proof  that 
the  faithful  and  patriotic  discharge  of  his  duty  as  com-  Renews 
mander-in-chief  would  save  him  from  none  of  the  vexa-  ^ingcoi 
tions  consequent  on  the  loss  of  his  influence  at  court,  motion. 
Even  in  the  promotion  of  officers  in  his  own  army,  and 
of  whose  merit  or  claims  to  advancement  he  alone  was 
cognisant,  he  was  made  to  feel  that  he  was  fettered. 
After  his  brilliant  exploit  of  forcing  the  French  lines  in 
the  outset  of  the  campaign,  he  laid  before  the  Queen  a 
list  of  officers  for  promotion  on  account  of  their  conduct 
on  the  occasion ;  and  in  this  last  he  confined  the  list  of 
brigadiers  to  a  single  name  before  that  of  Colonel  Hill, 
and  of  colonels  to  three  names  before  that  of  Mr 
Masham.  When  this  list  was  laid  before  the  Queen, 
she  immediately  started  an  objection  to  the  list  not 
reaching  down  to  those  in  which  it  was  known  she  was 
most  interested.  On  this  being  reported  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, he  at  once  included  Mr  Masham  in  the 
list  of  colonels,  with  which  concession  the  Queen  pro- 
fessed herself  to  be  highly  gratified.  The  real  difficulty, 
however,  remained  in  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Hill,  as 
he  was  the  person  concerning  whose  advancement  so 
serious  a  difficulty  had  formerly  occurred,  and  concerning 
whom  both  parties  were  therefore  desirous  of  trying  their 
strength.  The  Queen  insisted  on  three  more  commis- 
sions, including  that  of  Colonel  Hill,  being  made  out — 
adding  that  unless  this  was  done  she  would  sign  none. 
In  vain   Mr  Walpole,  who  acted  for  Mr  Cardonell  as 
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oHAP.     secretary  at  war,  represented  that  the  advancement  of 

^"^'      such  young  officers  would  seriously  embarrass  Marlbo- 

^710.     rough  ;  as  possibly  there  might  be  twenty  German  and 

Dutch  colonels  in  their  regiments  who  would  not  serve 

under  them,  and  whose  loss  might  be  an  irreparable 

injury  to  the  Allied  army.     This  consideration,  as  is 

ever  the  case  with  those  founded  on  reason  when  the 

passions  are  inflamed,  had  no  sort  of  influence  on  the 

Queen;    and  Marlborough,  finding  that  he  could  not 

rouffh  to      rely  on  the  support  of  the  Whigs  in  his  resistance,  was 

May^S-ip'  obliged  to  yield.     Colonel  Hill,  in  consequence,  without 

V.  2S2.24o!'  any  other  claim  than  court  favour,  was  made  a  general 

over  the  head  of  various  meritorious  and  senior  officers.^ 

Encouraged  by  their  success  in  this  trial  of  strength, 

Th«  Qa'eeo  HaHcy  and  Mrs  Masham  resolved  to  venture  on  the 

ditmiBB       more  important  step  of  getting  quit  of  an  important 

derUnd.      mcmbcr  of  the  cabinet.     The  person  selected  as  the 

object  of  their  attack  was  Lord  Sunderland,  because  he 

was  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state,  and  therefore  had 

constant  access  to  the  Queen's  person — because  he  was 

son-in-law  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough — and  because 

he  had  been  on  a  former  occasion  forced  on  the  Queen 

by  a  united   efibrt  of  the  whole  Whig  party,   much 

against  her  inclination.      In  this  attempt  they  found 

a  warm  supporter  in  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  who  was 

openly  verifying  the  prediction  of  Godolphin,  as  to  his 

having  in  secret  joined  Harley's  party  ;^  and  in  a  more 

covert  way  by  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  who  showed  his 

*  Our  affaire  hero  are  a  little  more  quiet  at  present,  because  the  Duke  of 
Somenet  it  out  of  town  ;  and  indeed  I  know  no  other  reason  for  it.  I  ain  every 
day  more  and  more  confirmed  in  my  opinion  that,  as  the  Duke  of  Somerect 
is  the  cause  of  everything  against  Lady  Marlborough  and  you,  so  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury's  regard  for  you,  and  the  fear  of  justly  chequering  you,  has  been 
the  only  reason  that  has  htndwed  the  aflkir  of  Lord  Sunderland  being  brought 
to  a  oontAtuAfmr-^OoMpkin  to  Mmikoromgk^  Ifaj  29, 1710 ;  Coxa,  ▼.  248. 
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gratitude  to  his  rojal  mistress  for  his  recent  promotion     chap. 
bj  aiding  in  a  project  which  he  knew  she  had  so  much      ^"'' 
at  heart.     The  knowledge  of  what  was  going  forward,      i7io. 
and  the  now  undisguised  manifestation  of  the  wishes  of 
the  sovereign,  spread  such  an  alarm  in  the  cabinet,  that, 
in  Godolphin's  words,  "  Lord  Halifax,  Lord-President, 
and  generally  the  rest  of  the  Whigs,  are  so  uneasy  that 
they  are  ready  to  make  their  court  to  Mr  Harley,  who  to  MariL-" 
appears  ready  to  receive  it,  and  is  making  advances  29"^7io.*^ 
and  professions  almost  to  every  one  that  be  thinks  our  245. ' 
friends."  ^ 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Godolphin  and  his  re- 
maining friends  in  the  cabinet,  Marlborough  addressed  Maribo^ 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  at  this  crisis  ;  and  his  letter  is  vam  appii 

«!«  .••  1  •••  r*i**  1^  the  L)u1 

valuable  as  containing  a  clear  exposition  01  bis  views  and  of  shrews 
motives  of  action  at  this  critical  period,  and  of  the  il?' 
close  connection  which  unhappily  prevailed  between 
these  court  intrigues  and  the  great  civil,  political,  and 
religious  questions  which  divided  the  world.  "  The 
constant  friendship  there  has  always  been  between  us 
encourages  me  to  unburden  myself  to  you  at  this  junc- 
ture, when  every  post  brings  fresh  alarms  of  the  removal 
of  my  Lord  Sunderland.  ^Tis  not  his  relationship  to 
me,  and  the  kindness  I  have  for  him,  that  concerns  me, 
so  much  flw  the  effect  it  may  have  on  the  Qmen's  service 
and  the  public;  for  as  such  a  step  will  generally  be 
thought  to  be  aimed  at,  and  of  course  reflect  on  me,  it 
will  in  a  great  measure  render  me  incapable  of  being 
useful  to  Her  Majesty's  affairs  either  at  home  or  abroad. 
This  is  what  I  have  solely  at  heart,  and  shall  ever  be 
unalterable  in  my  zeal  for  it.  I  own  to  you,  were  it  not 
at  this  critical  juncture,  when,  with  the  blessing  of  God, 
we  have  so  fair  a  prospect  of  putting  a  happy  end  to 
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CHAP,     this  long  and  expensive  war,  which  I  think  nothing  but 
^"^'     our  own  unfortunate  divisions  at  home  can  prevent,  I 
1710.     should  be  much  less  concerned  ;  for  I  am  persuaded  the 
insolence  of  the  French,  under  their  languishing  circum- 
stances, is  chiefly  owing  to  the  advantage  they  hope  to 
reap  from  them.     There  is  another  thing  I  find  makes 
a  great  noise  in  Holland,  and  that  is  the  report  of  a  new 
Parliament,  which  I  am  confident  would  be  such  a  damp 
to  the  Dutch  as  our  enemies  would  not  fail  to  reap  great 
advantages  from.     I  must  therefore  entreat  you  to  reflect 
seriously  on  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  that  you  will  give  your  helping 
hand  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  that  are  threatening  us. 
lo^^^^tT    ^  expect,  particularly  from  your  friendship  to  me,  that 
fl^"^      you  will  be  a  support  to  Lord  Sunderland  ;  and,  from 
19, 1710.     your  zeal  for  the  Queen's  service  and  the  public,  that 
349,  m     you  will  use  your  endeavours  that  the  Parliament  may 
die  its  natural  death."  * 

The  Duke  of  MarlborouG:h  was  a  man,  and  therefore 

60.  ,  o  » 

Tht  Queen  was  uot  without  the  usual  weaknesses  of  all,  even  the 
CwfwoJu-  greatest  sons  of  Adam.     It  is  probable,  therefore,  that 
SnnderUnd  family  attachment  and  personal  ambition  were  not  with- 
ud  Lord     out  their  influence  with  him  on  this  occasion.    But  every 
appointwL   impartial  mind  must  admit  that  the  public  considerations 
here  stated  were  also  of  the  greatest  weight,  and  that  the 
whole  interests  engaged  in  the  war  were  at  stake  in  the 
decision  of  the  present  question.     But  it  was  all  in  vain. 
Ilarley  and  Mrs  Masham  were  determined  on  Sunder- 
land's   dismissal,   and    dismissed    he   was   accordingly. 
Harlcy  had  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  disunite  the 
Whigs,  who,  seeing  their  cabinet  drifting  on  the  breakers, 
were  making  all  haste  to  leap  into  the  first  boat  which 
promised  to  take  them  out  of  danger.     Somers  alone  was 
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firm ;  bat,  after  being  long  closeted  with  the  Queen,  who    ohap. 
expressed  "  her  resolution  as  being  unalterable  and  long     ^^' 
taken/'  he  withdrew  without  the  slightest  hope  of  being     ^^^^ 
able  to  saye  Sunderland.     Shrewsbury,  instead  of  being 
influenced  by  Marlborough's  appeal,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise only  that  the  Duke  should  tid^e  the  matter  so  much 
to  heart;  and  the  Queen,  on  hearing  his  letter  read, 
evinced  the  same  indi£ference.    ^^  It  is  true,  indeed,^'  said 
she,  "  that  the  turning  out  a  son-in-law  of  his  may  be 
a  mortification  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  but  must 
the  fate  of  Europe  depend  on  that  ?  and  must  he  be 
gratified  in  all  his  desires,  and  I  not  in  so  reasonable  a 
thing  as  parting  with  a  man  whom  I  took  into  my  service 
with  all  the  uneasiness  imaginable  ;  whose  behaviour  to 
me  has  been  so  ever  since ;  and  who,  I  must  add,  is,  I 
believe,  obnoxious  to  all  people,  except  a  few  1     I  think 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  pressing  so  earnestly  that  I 
should  delay  my  intentions  is  using  me  very  hardly ;  and 
I  hope  that  both  he  and  you  will  not  wonder  that  I  do 
not  comply  with  his  desires/'     Sunderland,  accordingly, 
was  dismissed,  and  Lord  Dartmouth  appointed  in  his  to  oodoi- 
room  that  very  night,  although  Godolphin  warned  the  fa^uioT* 
Queen  that  such  a  step  would  probably  lead  to  his  own  260^3! 
and  Marlborough's  resignation.^ 

The  result  of  this  decided  step  shows  how  correctly 
Harley  had  calculated  on  the  fears  and  disunion  of  the  Effect  oV 
Whigs  rendering  nugatory  any  resistance  on  their  part.  A  the  wSg*" 
meeting  of  the  cabinet  was  held,  at  which  a  resolution  was  ^  iLru 
signed  by  all  present,*  embracing  the  whole  administration  ^"*^ 

•  Viz.,  Lord-Chancellor  Cowper,  Lord-Treasuper  Qodolphin,  Lord-Presi- 
dent Somers ;  Lord  Priyy  Seal,  Duke  of  Newcastle ;  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
Lord  High  Steward ;  Lord  Orford,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;   Lord 
Hali&z,  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  Mr  Secretary  Boyle. — CoXB,  t.  269. 
VOL.  II.  K 
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CHAP,  except  the  Dukes  of  Somerset  and  Shrewsbury,  drawn 
^"^'  up  in  the  most  earnest  terms,  in  which  they  exhorted 
1710.  the  Duke  to  forego  his  resentment,  and  to  retain  his 
command  for  the  welfare  of  his  country  and  Europe — 
concluding  that  they  looked  upon  his  continuance  at 
the  head  of  the  army  as  a  step  essential  to  preyent 
the  dissolution  of  Parliament,  which  could  not  fail  to 
give  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  his  enemies.  Marl- 
borough reluctantly  acquiesced  in  their  representations, 
though  he  felt  so  much  mortified  that  his  continuance  in 
the  command  was,  as  he  himself  said,  nothing  but  a 
penance  for  his  sins.  "  As  this,"  said  he,  "  is  like  to  be 
my  last  campaign,  I  hope  He  will  bless  us  with  some 
further  success,  and  that  things  may  be  made  easier 
for  those  who  shall  succeed  me  ;  for,  as  it  is,  my  head 
is  perpetually  hot.  This,  joined  with  the  disagreeable 
things  I  receive  from  England,  makes  me  every  minute 
wish  to  be  a  hermit.  Yesterday  being  thanksgiving  day, 
I  was  in  devotion,  and  earnestly  hope  Grod  will  forgive 
what  is  past,  and  strengthen  our  hearts  ;  so  that,  for  the 
time  to  come,  we  may  bear  with  patience  the  ingratitude 
we  have  met  with,  which  He  no  doubt,  in  due  time,  will 
punish ;  for  we,  I  fear,  have  too  justly  merited  His  anger, 
» Mwibo-    but  noways  have  deserved  this  usage  of  the  Queen.   We 

roQffh  to  ''  .  /.   . 

oodoiphm   must  look  upon  this  correction  as  a  favour,  if  it  atones 

ud  the  ^ 

pacheu,     for  our  past  actions.     As  I  would  not  be  a  favourite 

Jan«  29  and  ^ 

Jttjy  7,      were  I  in  power,  my  daily  prayers  shall  be,  that  you 
T.  266-268.'  and  I  might  be  so  strengthened  by  His  grace  that  the 
251,252.    remainder  of  our  lives  might  be  spent  in  doing  good, 
by  which  we  might  at  last  be  acceptable  to  Him."  ^ 

Marlborough,  at  this  juncture,  though  absent  with  the 
army  in  Flanders,  was  too  clear-sighted  not  to  perceive 
how   the  current  of  public  opinion  was  running  in 
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England,  and  of  the  danger  of  the  national  policy  being    chap. 
entirely  altered,  and  the  whole  fruits  of  his  victories  lost,     ^"^' 
if  a  dissolution  were  to  take  place  in  the  present  excited     ^^^^* 
state  of  the  public  mind.     His  opinion  on  this  subject  Maribo- 
was  often  and  very  earnestly  expressed  : — "  I  think,"  li^etyiest 
said  he,  ^^  the  importance  of  preserving  this  Parliament  Bh^oidbT 
is  of  so  much  consequence  to  the  Queen  and  nation,  that  ^^  ^ 
I  would  omit  nothing  that  could  be  in  my  power  ;  for  I 
am  as  sure  as  I  can  be  of  anything  in  this  world,  that,  if 
this  Parliament  be  broke,  the  Queen's  glory  and  interest- 
is  lost  both  in  Holland  and  the  Empire,  the  fatal  con- 
sequences of  which  you  can  best  judge  ;  so  that,  let  me,  ^  Maribo- 
as  a  faithful  friend,  beg  of  you  that,  if  you  can  help  this  Gofoiphin, 
fatal  step,  you  will  do  it ;  if  not,  that  you  will  give  i7io.  coxo. 
demonstrations  of  its   being  done   contrary  to  your  Mem.  of  sir 
advice ;  so  that,  when  they  return  to  their  wits,  the  il  31.  ^  *' 
true  authors  may  meet  with  their  reward ! "  ^ 

The  event  soon  showed  how  correctly  Marlborough 
had  divined  the  consequences  of  these  changes  in  the  conse- 
cabinet,  both  in  England  and  on  the  Continent.   By  the  of  tw! 
Tories,  the  dismissal  of  Sunderland  was  naturally  hailed  adm^ti^ 
as  the   signal  of  victory.     They  accordingly  exerted  E^Sid. 
themselves  in  procuring  addresses  from  the  cities  and 
counties  in  favour  of  the  new  policy,  and  with  such 
eflFect  that  they  flowed  in  in  a  perfect  torrent.  The  Whigs 
could  muster  only  a  very  few,  and  these  extremely  feeble 
in  comparison.     In  these  addresses,  the  doctrines  of 
passive  obedience  and  non-resistance  were  openly  ad- 
vanced, and  the  most  determined  resolution  to  support 
the  Queen  and  the  Church  against  all  republican,  trai- 
torous, and  schismatic  opponents.     The  Jacobites  about 
the  palace  congratulated  the  Queen  on  being  at  length 
rescued  from  the  domineering  party  which  had  so  long 
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oHAP.    oppressed  her  and  the  nation.     ^^  Your  Majesty/'  said 
^^"^     the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  "  is  now  Queen  indeed''  To  such 
1710.     a  length  did  the  ferment  spread,  that  the  moneyed  men 
in  the  city  took  the  alarm  :  the  funds  were  rapidly  de- 
pressed ;  and  credit  was  so  violently  shaken  that  a  depu- 
tation from  the  Bank  of  England,  headed  by  the  goremor, 
waited  on  the  Queen  to  represent  the  dangerous  effect  on 
public  credit  which  would  ensue  if  any  further  changes 
were  made  in  the  cabinet.     Her  Majesty  said  in  answer 
to  the  address  :    ^^  I  have  for  some  time  resohed  to  re- 
moye  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  for  certain  reasons  of  state. 
I  haye  no  present  intention  to  make  any  further  changes ; 
but  should  I  alter  any  of  my  ministers,  it  shall  be  no 
prejudice  to  the  Bank  or   the  common  cause."    This 
answer,  though  sufficiently  yague,  was  regarded  as  a 
pledge  that  the  foreign  policy  of  the  nation  should  not 
277-279. '    be  altered,  and  allayed  the  apprehension  in  the  city  of 
London.^ 
It  was  not,  howeyer,  so  easy  a  matter  to  allay  the 
EffMtoB     apprehensions  entertained  in  Holland  and  Germany  as 
nw^uid'   to  the  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  the  changes 
lor'siett^  in  the  English  cabinet,  and  so  decisive  a  step  as  the 
boro^iL     dismissal  of  the   Duke  of  Marlborough's  son-in-law. 
Such  was  the  alarm  spread  in  Holland,  and  at  Vienna, 
that  the  Queen  was  under  the  necessity  of  directing  Lord 
Townsend  to  represent  to  the  States  that  the  step  which 
had  excited  so  much  alarm  was  not  intended  to  lessen 
the  credit  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  that  it  was 
also  Her  Majesty's  intention  not  to  make  any  further 
changes,  and  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  same  vigour 
as  before.     A  similar  assurance  was  transmitted  by  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  to  the  Emperor.   But  these  assurances 
were  far  from  neutralising  the  effect  produced  on  the 
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Continent  bj  the  decisire  act  which  had  taken  place  ;    ohap. 
and  the  States  in  consequence  presented  a  solemn  re-     ^"^ 
monstrance  through  their  minister,  M.  Viyberg,  against     ^7io. 
any  further  changes  in  the  ministry,  or  dissolution  of 
Parliament.     And  the  Emperor's  apprehensions  were  so 
far  from  being  allayed,  and  his  dread  that  Marlborough 
would  resign  the  command  of  the  army  was  such,  that 
he  addressed  to  him  a  most  flattering  letter,  in  which  he 
earnestly  besought  him  not  to  abandon  a  post  which  he 
had  filled  with  so  much  glory,  and  to  disappoint  his  255-257! ' 
enemies  by  continuing  to  exert  himself  for  the  common  28f.m 
cause  and  the  general  liberty  of  Europe.^  * 

Marlborough's  anxiety  about  the  dismissal  of  Lord 
Sunderland  was  much  aggravated  by  its  renewing  those  Renew^ 
female  jars  and  reproaches  between  the  Duchess  and  betwm^£« 
Queen  Anne,  which,   as  he  had  foretold,  only  made  and  thT 
matters  worse-f  Although,  since  the  last  fatal  interview,    ^**°* 

*  "  I  am  grieved  at  thiB  change  in  the  ministry  having  commenced  with 
the  difimisfiion  of  Lord  Sunderland,  as  he  has  in  every  stage  of  the  war  proved 
himself  an  able,  skilful,  and  faithful  minister  of  the  Queen  and  the  common 
cause.  Although  I  learn  that  this  blow  has,  in  consequence  of  his  affinity  to 
you,  deeply  affected  your  mind,  I  cannot  be  induced  to  credit  a  report  that 
your  TTigTin^wg  IB  meditating  to  resign  your  military  command,  and  to  retire 
from  court.  What  could  happen  more  fisital  to  the  public  welfiEure,  and  more 
pernicious  to  the  Allies?  What  counsel  could  your  EUghness  adopt  more  de- 
trimental to  yourself,  than,  in  the  midst  of  your  triimiphs,  and  almost  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  to  desert  the  common  cause — ^to  throw  away  the  merit 
of  your  former  services — to  excite  the  anger  of  the  Queen — to  give  scope  to 
the  vengeance  of  your  enemies  1  Can  your  affectionate  heart  even  for  a 
moment  indulge  the  thought  of  such  terrible  calamities  both  to  the  public  weal 
and  your  welfare,  by  which  the  whole  fruits  of  the  war,  acquired  with  such 
labour  and  glory,  would  be  exposed  to  the  utmost  peril ;  and  the  almost  des- 
perate cause  of  the  enemy,  to  the  eternal  reproach  of  your  name,  would  ro- 
Bimie  new  strength,  not  to  be  overcome  by  future  exertion  1 " — Emperor  Joseph 
to  Marlborotigh,  July  16, 1710;  Coxe,  v.  282-283. 

f  "  It  has  always  been  my  observation  in  disputes,  especially  in  those  of 
kindness  and  friendship,  that  all  reproaches,  though  ever  so  just,  serve  to  no 
end  but  to  make  the  breach  wider" —Marlborough  to  the  Duchess,  Jan.  1710; 
Conduct,  244. 
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CHAP,    all  personal  intercourse  between  these  two  illustrious  per- 

^^'     sonages  had  ceased,  yet  the  yiolence  of  the  Duchess's 

1710.     temper  would  not  permit  her  to  abstain  from  erery 

species  of  communication,  as  her  husband  had  so  strongly 

recommended.   When  the  dismissal  of  Lord  Sunderland 

was  in  agitation,  she  took  advantage  of  the  transmission 

of  an  official  letter  from  the  Duke  to  the  Lord-Treasurer 

to  send  a  prirate,  but  rery  acrimonious  remonstrance, 

from  herself  to  the  Queen.     She  there  recapitulated 

with  historic  truth,  but  injudicious  warmth,  her  husband's 

great  services  both  to  Her  Majesty  and  the  country ; 

expatiated  on  the  former  intimacy  which  had  subsisted 

between  them  —  in  proof  of  which  she  enclosed  some 

-    of  the  Queen's  early  letters  to  herself ;  and  concluded 

by  ascribing  the  melancholy  change  which  had  taken 

place  to  the  influence  of  Mrs  Masham  and  the  Duke  of 

Somerset.     She  enclosed  also  a  letter  from  Somerset  to 

1  Conduct,  herself  in  former  days,  in  which  the  Queen  was  treated 

264.   Coze,  •' 

jM7,28&  with  very  little  respect,  but  which  she  requested  to  get 
Mwibo-  back,  "  as,  for  nonsense,  ingratitude,  and  good  spelling, 
QuMii       she  considered  it  as  worthy  of  preservation  as  a  sn^at 

Anne,  June  • 

7, 1710.      curiosity,  and  as  being  the  production  of  so  eminent  a 
politician."  ^ 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  so  intemperate  and 

Queen'      ill-judged  au  efiusion  should  produce  any  other  efibct 

nrer  to  tb^  but  the  widcuing,  if  possible,  a  breach  which  had  already 

June!?     become  too  large  for  closing.     The  Queen  returned  no 

answer  till  the  12th,  the  very  day  before  Sunderland's 

dismissal,  when  she  wrote  a  short  note  concluding  with 

the  words — "  But  I  shall  trouble  you  with  a  very  short 

answer,  looking  upon  it  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  ill 

usage  I  have  so  often  met  with,  which  shows  me  very 

plainly  what  I  am  to  expect  for  the  future.     I  do  not 
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return  the  letters,  knowing  thej  can  be  of  no  use  to  jou,    chap. 
but  must  desire  all  mj  strange  scrawls  maj  be  sent  back     ^^"' 
to  me^  it  being  impossible  thej  can  now  be  agreeable  to     i7io. 
you/'    The  Duchess  wrote  in  reply  that  it  was  "  her 
duty  to  make  every  exertion  to  prevent  the  extremities 
to  which  her  Majesty  was  driving  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough^  at  the  very  moment  when  he   was  hourly 
venturing  his  life   in  her  service.     She  held  out  an 
indirect  threat  of  the  dreadful  account  which  the  new 
favourite  might  be  required  to  render  for  her  advice  to 
ruin  a  man  who  had  won  six  pitched  battles  and  ten 
sieges ;  observed  that  the  Queen's  refusal  to  return  her 
letters  would  make  her  take  better  care  of  the  rest ; 
and  concluded  with   these  words :   "  My  concern  for 
Lord  Marlborough's  honour  and  reputation  in  the  world, 
and  the  great  trouble  he  expresses  on  this  occasion, 
brings  me  to  beg  of  your  Majesty  on  my  knees,  that  you 
would  only  defer  this  thing  till  there  is  peace,  or  an  end 
of  the  campaign ;  and  after  such  an  expression  your  ^  Condaet, 
Majesty  can  have  no  doubt  of  my  ever  entering  into  Anie  to**" 
anything  that  can  displease  you."     To  this  letter  the  Marii^!  ^ 
Queen  returned  no  answer ;  the  next  day  Sunderland  12^710.^* 
was  dismissed,   and  all  correspondence  between  them  28Y-m 
thereafter  ceased.^ 

Though  secure  of  cordial  support  from  the  throne  in 
his  attempt  to  dispossess  the  Whigs,  Harley  was  yet  Artfui  me*, 
sagacious  enough  to  see  that  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  nli^iej^to 
cautiously,  and  that  a  precipitate  step  might  prove  fatal  whi>*^* 
to  the  design.      A  union  in  the  cabinet,  joined  to  the 
great  name  and  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
had  more  than  once  already  caused  a  similar  efibrt  to 
miscarry.     Impressed  with   these  ideas,  he   proceeded 
step  by  step ;  and  his  first  care  was  to  sow  disunion 
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OHAP.  among  the  Whig  noblemen,  from  whom  the  most  strenu- 
^"^  ous  opposition  might  be  anticipated.  This  was  no 
^710.  difficult  matter,  now  that  the  real  inclinations  of  the 
sorereign  had  by  a  decisive  act  been  made  known  ;  it  is 
surprising  how  readily  courtiers  find  pretences  for  reer- 
ing  round  to  the  known  wishes  of  the  sorereign.  The 
address  of  Shrewsbury,  the  influence  of  Somerset,  were 
successfully  employed  by  this  arch-diplomatist  to  pro- 
duce dissension  among  their  former  friends.  Orford  was 
expecting  the  garter,  which  he  hoped  to  obtain  from 
the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury.  "  Wharton," 
as  Maynwaring  said,  '^  had  been  long  nibbling  with  Mrs 
Masham  ;''  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  on  the  most 
friendly  terms  with  her  and  Harley,  and  hoped  to  retain 
his  situation  as  Lord  Priyy  Seal  through  their  influence. 
Halifax  was  the  first  who  threw  ofi^  the  mask ;  he  was 
won  by  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  joint  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  the  Hague,  in  opposition  to  the  strenuous 
adyice  of  Marlborough.*  Even  Somers,  who  was  the 
most  conscientious  of  the  Whig  leaders,  and  had  long 
been  a  firm  friend  of  Marlborough,  began  to  waver  in 
his  fidelity,  and  listened  respectfully  to  the  representa- 
tions of  the  Queen  that  the  influence  of  the  Marlborough 
family  had  become  too  greats  and  that  it  was  desirable 
to  form  a  government  in  which  he  himself  and  the  lead- 
ing Whigs  might  form  a  part,  but  from  which  the 
connections  of  the  great  family  might  be  excluded.     In 

*  "By  the  account  Mr  Cniggs  gives  me  of  England,  I  think  everything  that 
if  bad  may  be  expected.  Lord  Halifiax  being  employed  in  the  manner  he  is 
teems  to  me  very  extraordinary,  for  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  should  be 
agreeable  either  to  the  Whigs  or  Tories,  or  that  he  himself  at  this  juncture 
should  care  to  be  thus  employed ;  but  so  many  extraordinary  things  happen 
•very  day  that  I  wonder  at  nothing.** — Marihinmg^  to  lAe  Du^eu,  July  24, 
1710;  Ooxs,T.298. 
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truth,  their  influence  was  abeadj  at  an  end,  as  was    chap. 
evinced  soon  after  in  two  subordinate  but  still  rery     ^"^ 
important  appointments.     The  first  of  these  was  the     ^^lo. 
remoral  of  Lord  Coningsbj  from  the  office  of  Vice- 
Treasurer  of   Ireland,   for  no    other  reason  but  his 
dcYOtion  to  Marlborough,  who  was  succeeded  bj  the 
Earl  of  Anglesea,  a  decided  Tory ;  and  the  refusal  to  ^  ^-  ., 
nominate,  on  the  Duke's  application.  Lord  Raby  as  one  ^^^. 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Trade.     "  I  sup-  Jniy  u, 

*     1710.  Coxe, 

pose,''  said  the  Duke  on  hearing  of  the  refusal,  "  that  ▼.  aoi-aoa. 
the  place  is  designed  for  some  particular  farourite  that  hun^iLm 
is  to  be  provided  for."^ 

A  still  more  serious  because  more  public  blight  was 
put  on  Marlborough,  at  this  period,  by  a  very  singular  seentmia- 
and  mysterious  step,  involving,  it  was  evident,  political  c^t  to' 
results  of  the  very  highest  importance.      Mr  Cresset  wh^diM, 
was  appointed  by  the  Queen  on  a  secret  mission  to  wongh^s* 
Hanover,  the  object  of  which  was  concealed  both  from  m^^' 


on 


Godolphin  and  Marlborough.  He  died  a  few  hours '***^**^*** 
before  his  departure ;  but  before  his  death  he  saw 
his  papers  sealed  up,  and  ordered  them  to  be  delivered 
to  Mr  Harky.  The  Lord-Treasurer  observed  "that 
Mr  Harley  betrayed  great  marks  of  confusion  when  he 
heard  of  this,  and  was  not  relieved  till  the  papers  were 
in  his  possession."  It  was  known  both  to  Godolphin 
and  Marlborough  that  the  object  of  this  mission  was 
to  ofier  the  command  of  the  army  in  Flanders  to  the 
Elector  of  Hanover,  in  order  to  get  quit  of  the  influence 
which  it  gave  to  the  latter  of  these  statesmen.  This 
was  revealed  to  Marlborough  by  the  Elector  himself, 
who,  in  a  frequent  and  confidential  correspondence, 
expressed  his  determination  not  to  accept  the  command, 
evinced  the  most  perfect  reliance  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
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oHAP.  Duke,  expressed  his  lively  concern  for  the  stroke  levelled 
^^"^*  at  him  in  the  dismissal  of  his  son-in-law,  and  earnestly 
-'^lo.  deprecated  any  further  changes  in  the  ministry  or  dis- 
solution of  Parliament.  Marlborough  received  the 
intelligence  in  a  noble  spirit.  In  a  letter  to  Godolphin 
he  observed,  "  I  know,  by  the  commission  Mr  Cresset 
was  charged  with,  what  you  and  I  were  to  expect. 
When  I  see  you,  you  have  the  particulars,  and  how  I 
came  to  be  informed  of  this  business.  When  I  tell  you 
the  whole,  I  think  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  it  is 
impossible  they  should  trust  the  Queen  with  their  whole 
design,  for  it  is  directly  tying  her  hand  and  foot.  I  beg 
you  will  never  mention  that  to  anybody  ;  for  though  I 
think  I  shall  have  the  glory  of  saving  the  Queen,  she 
must  know  nothing  of  it.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the 
hard  usage  I  have  met  with ;  but  my  own  honour  and 
my  love  for  my  country  must  not  suffer  me  to  take 
anything  ill  of  the  Queen,  but  attribute  my  cruel  usage 
to  the  malice  of  my  enemies.  Our  extravagant  behaviour 
in  England  has  so  encouraged  the  French  that  they 
take  measures  as  if  the  war  were  but  just  beginning ; 
so  that  our  new  ministers  will  be  extremely  deceived,  for, 
the  greater  desire  they  shall  express  for  peace,  the  less 
they  will  have  it  in  tlieir  power  to  obtain  it.  For  our 
enemies  live  by  no  other  hopes  but  that  the  Allies  will 
waA  to  not  have  the  same  confidence  whicli  has  hitlierto  been, 
Aug!!?,"'  but  quarrel  amongst  themselves;  which  I  pray  God 
T.  904,805?  may  not  happen,  and  then  everything  must  go  well, — I 
mean  abroad.''^ 

The  Duke,  however,  was  well  aware  that  his  tenure  of 
power  now  hung  by  a  tliread,  and  could  not,  by  any 
possibility,  be  prolonged  beyond  a  few  montlis.  His 
great  anxiety,  dierefore,  was  extreme,  during  the  brief 
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period  that  his  tenure  of  power  was  allotted  to  him,  to    chap. 

VI  If 

do  nothing  unworthy  of  his  character,  or  that  might    1 

compromise  his  great  reputation.  Of  this  he  had  no  ^^^^* 
fears,  for  his  words  and  his  actions  were  in  his  own  NobieMi 
keeping.  But  a  more  difficult  task  awaited  him  in  mo-  MLiho- 
derating  the  transports  and  restraining  the  impetuosity  b^^wiit" 
of  the  Duchess,  whose  affection  for  her  husband  was  thro^eh 
deeply  wounded  by  the  treatment  which  he  had  under-  cntu^* 
gone ;  while  her  ambition  was  not  less  mortified  by  the 
total  extinction  of  her  influence  at  court,  where  she  still 
held  a  prominent  and  responsible  situation.  He  was 
indefatigable,  therefore,  in  his  efforts,  unhappily  attended 
with  little  success,  to  keep  her  within  the  bounds  of 
temper  and  moderation.  ^^  It  is  impossible,"  said  he, 
^^  to  be  more  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  outrages  I  meet 
with ;  but  since  ererybody  thinks  I  must  have  patience, 
/  must  stiver  far  three  or  four  months.  I  beg  you  to 
believe  that  I  know  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  so  well 
that  it  shall  not  be  in  his  power  to  impose  upon  me.  I 
was  in  hopes  you  had  taken  your  resolution  of  staying 
in  the  country  till  my  return,  and  of  never  being  pre- 
vailed upon  to  write  again  to  the  Queen,  which  I  beg 
you  will  continue  firm  to  ;  for,  as  things  are,  you  must 
expect  neither  reason  nor  justice,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
all  the  brutality  imaginable.  I  am  prepared  for  the 
worst.  I  shall  consult  my  honour  and  my  best  friends 
as  to  my  behaviour,  so  that  I  may  have  nothing  to 
reproach  myself ;  and  for  your  behaviour,  I  beg  you  will 
make  not  one  step  but  as  my  opinion  may  go  along  with 
you  :  for  it  is  not  enough,  in  an  ungrateful  age,  to  have 
reason  on  our  side,  but,  as  things  are,  we  must  be  seen 
to  act  with  prudence  and  temper :  so  that  again  I  beg 
of  you  to  trust  nobody  but  me,  who  love  you,  and  will 
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OHAP.    be  tenderly  kind  to  you  as  long  as  I  have  life.     Your 

^'"'     honour  and  reputation  are  safe  with  me ;  therefore,  do 

^^^^     not  be  provoked  to  say  or  do  anything  that  may  give 

our  enemy  an  advantage.     It  is  most  certain,  the  Queen 

iMaribo-    has  beeu  prevailed  upon   to   use   both   you  and  me 

^::  b^u™^;,  u.  ^  ^^^  ^  J  .^.^ 

81, 1710.     fully ;  for  she  would  not  act  so  if  she  were  not  influ- 
»i    enced  by  others  who  follow  their  own  interest  more  than 
hers/'  1 

The  anticipations  of  the  hero,  as  to  an  entire  change 
Hari^and  of  men  and  measures,  were  realised  even  sooner  than  he 
•hIL  i^     expected.     Godolphin  and  he  were  under  the  impression 
Godoiphin*!  that  no  material  change  would  be  made  till  after  a  new 
Annans.    Parliament  had  been  assembled,   and   that  even  then 
the  Queen's  new  advisers  would  not  venture  on  so  strong 
a  step  as  dismissing  the  first  of  these  statesmen,  whose 
private  integrity  and  financial  ability  were  alike  unques- 
tionable, and  who  had  steered  the  state  vessel  with  such 
success  through  the  dangers  of  the  preceding  years.    But 
in  that  they  were  mistaken :    Harley  and  the  secret 
council  had  resolved  on  Godolphin's  dismissal  before 
Parliament  was  dissolved.     The  first  symptom  of  this 
resolution  which  manifested  itself  was  on  the  7th  August, 
when  the  Premier,  at  a  cabinet  council,  forgetting  his 
usual  caution,  let  fall  some  expressions  as  to  Shrewsbury's 
^  admission  to  power  being  signalised  by  the  adoption  of 

258-261.  French  counsels.  The  Queen  evinced  no  open  displea- 
10  MaSbo^  sure  at  the  moment^  although  she  treasured  the  words 
tThio  ;'**  in  her  heart ;  and  in  a  subsequent  audience  of  two  hours, 
A«M  to      which  he  had  on  the  same  day  with  the  Queen,  and  in 

OodolshiB. 

Anp>t  7,    which  he  mentioned  a  plot  to  poison  her  Majesty,  which 

V.  siB^'i!*  had  been  disclosed  to  Marlborough  by  a  princess  at  the 

French  courts  he  was  well  received.^    Still,  when  the 
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neoessaiy  mearares  for  carrying  on  the  war  were  pro-    chap. 
posed,  the  minister  always  founds  as  he  himself  expressed     ™^' 
it,  *^  there  is  a  lien  in  the  way''     In  effect,  the  Queen's     ^'^^- 
resolution  was  taken.     On  the  next  morning,  a  servant 
in  the  rojal  livery  left  a  note  from  the  Queen  at  his 
door,  desiring  him  to  break  his  staff  of  office,  to  avoid  its 
re-delivery ;  and  by  the  same  post  the  Queen  announced 
the  step  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  * 

The  fallen  minister  addressed  a  noble  letter  to  Marl- 

71 

borough  on  this  occasion,  in  which  he  conjured  him  to  Patnotie 
suppress  all  private  feelings  of  resentment,  and  remain  o^^jlhi 
at  his  post  at  the  head  of  the  army,  as  long  as  it  was  uroag'h  on 
possible,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Alliance  from  falling  to  ^oL^**" 
pieces,  and  the  whole  objects  of  the  war,  when  within 
their  grasp,  being  lost.t  This  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
dismissed  minister  was  the  more  disinterested  that  such 
had  been  his  int^rity,  during  the  many  years  he  had 

♦  "  Kensington,  Augiut  7. 

**  The  imetsizieflB  which  you  have  showed  for  Bome  time  baa  given  me  very 
much  trouble,  though  I  have  bome  it ;  and  had  your  behaviour  continued 
the  Bame  it  was  for  a  few  years  after  my  coming  to  the  crown,  I  could  have 
no  dispute  with  myself  what  to  do.  But  the  many  unkind  returns  I  liave 
received  since,  especially  what  you  said  to  me  personally  before  the  Lords, 
makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  continue  you  any  longer  in  my  service ;  but  I 
will  give  you  a  pension  of  £4000  a-year ;  and  I  desire  that,  instead  of  bring- 
ing the  staff  to  me,  you  will  break  it,  which,  I  believe,  will  bo  easier  to  us 
both."— Queen  Jmm  to  Oodolphin,  August  8, 1710 ;  Coxe,  v.  322. 

■f*  ^  Augutt  9. — Though  my  circumstances  at  present  are  a  little  discourag- 
ing, yet  nothing  can  ever  make  me  neglect  doing  what  is  best  for  the  whole, 
or  thinking  of  everything  that  may  be  most  for  your  honour  and  safety.  I 
do  therefore  now,  and  resolve  to  continue,  to  take  the  same  pains,  and 
care  I  did  before,  that  you  may  be  effectually  supported  to  the  end  of 
this  campaign  in  the  post  where  you  are;  in  hopes  this  may  enable 
you  better  to  persuade  the  States  and  the  Emperor  not  to  break  quite  loose 
from  the  Queen  and  England,  but  to  expect,  as  patiently  as  they  can,  the 
opening  of  the  session,  or  a  new  Parliament.  I  continue  still  very 
much  of  the  opinion  that  either  of  them  will  be  entirely  for  supporting 
the  Alliance;  consequently,  will  be  wholly  guided  by  you  as  soon  as  you 
return  to  England.     I  fanpy  other  methods  than  this  should  be  taken—  the 
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been  at  the  head  of  the  Treasuiy,  that  he 
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nicated  to  the  Duke  in  an  official  letter  from  that  noble-     chap. 
man,  who  said  :  "  I  congratulate  you  on  the  taking  of     ^^"" 
Bethune,  and  hope  in  God  the  conclusion  of  the  cam-      i7io. 
paign  will  be  attended  with  your  usual  success  ;  though 
it  is  a  grievous  thing  to  think  of  the  usage  you  have  met 
with  at  the  same  time  that  you  are  doing  what  you  are 
abroad  with  success.     This  proceeding  is  certainly  with- 
out example ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  the 
Whigs  to  a  man  have  a  right  sense  of  it,  and  upon  all 
occasions  will  act  as  you  may  think  right.    If  you,  Lord 
Godolphin,  and  they,  act  cordially  and  vigorously  to- 
gether,  everything  must  come   right  again,  especially 
since  the  Elector  of  Hanover  is  so  right  as  he  is,  as 
appears  both  from  what  you  know  and  the  letters  I  have 
seen  from  him  myself.     For  that  affair  of  Hanover,  it  *  Lord  son- 
raust  be  our  sheet-anchor ;  and  if  it  be  rightly  managed,  Mwibo- 
you  will  be  effectually  avenged  of  all  your  enemies ;  and  24^710.  * 
that  by  securing  your  country — the  only  sure  way :  ^  and  335. ' 
you  will  be,  if  possible,  a  greater  man  than  you  have  ever 

puisque  toutos  les  representations  employees  pour  en  d^montrer  les  conse- 
quences, tont  au  dehors  qu'  au  dedans,  ont  6t6  inutiles.  C*est  un  malheur 
dont  nous  sommes  profondement  afflig^s :  nous  sentons  jusqu'i  quel  point 
y6tre  Excellence  doit  y  ^tro  sensible,  dans  cette  conjuncture  critique,  oii 
vous  cxposcz  &  chaque  instant  v6tre  pcrsonne  pour  vAtre  pays,  et  oii  les 
destinies  de  I'Europe  dependent  si  eminemment  de  v6tre  conduite  et  de  vos 
succds;  mais  nous  sommes  ^galement  convaincus  que  vdtre  ElxceUenco  ne 
sauroit  aujourdliui  quitter  le  commandoment  sans  compromettre  les  interftts 
de  la  Oraude  Alliance.  Ainsi,  au  nom  de  la  gloire  qui  vous  environne,  et  que 
Yous  avez  mdrit^e  par  de  si  nombreuz  services,  au  nom  de  I'Europe  entidre, 
qui  fondc  en  vous  ses  esp6rances,  au  nom  de  tous  ceuz  qui  vous  sont 
clicrs  dans  v6tre  patrio,  dont  le  solut  depend  de  vos  nouveaux  efforts, 
nous  vous  conjurons  d'achever  v6tre  ouvrage,  et  de  rester  i  la  tdte  de 
rarm6o;  c'est,  ii  v6tre  avis,  la  mesure  la  plus  propre  i  faire  renoncer  au 
projct  de  dissoudre  le  parlement.  YAtre  Elxccllence,  en  se  rendant  k  nos 
i/rieres,  nous  obligera,  ainsi  que  tous  ceuz  qui  ont  k  cceur  le  bien  public. 
Elle  doit  etre  aussi  persuad^e  qu'en  prenant  le  parti  contraire,  eUe 
causerait  &  ses  ennemis  la  plus  douce  des  jouissances." — Hist,  de  Marl- 
borough f  p.  260-261. 

VOL.  II.  L 
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CHAP,     been  yet ;  and  you  and  your  friends,  Lord  Godolphin 
^"'      and  the  Whigs,  must  carry  their  point.     This  is  the 
1710.     unanimous  opinion  of  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Halifax,  Lord 
Orford,  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  of  all  their 
friends  ;  and  there  is  nothing  they  will  not  do  for  the 
common  interest,  and  for  supporting  you  yourself ;  and 
this  they  have  given  me  commission  to  assure  you  of/' 
While  these  events  were  in  progress,  the  most  extra- 
ii«cih«Tor-    ordinary  demonstration  ever  witnessed  was  made,  how 
nnipUnt     entirely  they  coincided  with  the  feelings  of  the  great 
{hlJKiJ^tiie  majority  in  point  of  numbers  in  the  nation.   Sacheverell 
•9^^rj*      ^^  ^jjg  puppet  put  up  on  this  occasion  :  he  was  the 
object  of  general  idolatry.     His  zeal  in  the  gi*eat  cause 
of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance  having  been  re- 
warded by  the  Queen  witli  the  presentation  to  a  valuable 
living  in  Wales,  he  made  a  public  progress  through  the 
country,  which  resembled  rather  the  march  of  a  trium- 
phant conqueror,  or  a  beloved  sovereign,  than  that  of 
any  private  individual,  how  great  soever.     Multitudes 
everywhere  came  forth  to  hail  his  progress:  the  nobility, 
clergy,  and  public,  vied  in  demonstrations  of  joy  and 
exultation  :  cavalcades  escorted  him  from  town  to  town, 
and  from  village  to  village  ;  and  this  was  done,  not  by 
the  inconstant  populace  merely,   but   by  high  sheriffs, 
bishops,  and  dignitaries  and  magistrates  of  every  de- 
scription.    At  some  miles  from  Oxford,  he  was  met  by 
I  ^^\  111.1.  Lord  Abingdon  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  horsemen, 
\\M%      who  escorted  him  into  the  town.     Similar  demonstra- 
{11V*5a^     *'"'"'*  ^^^^  P'^^®  ^^  Bridgewater,  which  he  entered  at- 
M/i  Vrt.     IoihIccI  by  ten  thousand  persons,  of  whom  four  thousand 
woro  on  horseback.^ 

ICticouraged  by  these  unmistakable  demonstrations  of 
publio  opinion,  Harloy  ventured  on  the  decisive  step  of  a 
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dissolation.     Parliament  was  dissolved  by  royal  proda-     chap. 
mation,  on  the  28tli  September,  and  the  event  showed     ^^^ 
that  he  had  not  miscalculated  the  public  feeling.     The     ^7^<^- 
influence  of  the  mob  in  all  the  chief  towns  was  strongly  Parliament 
exerted  in  favour  of  the  side  which  the  popular  idol,  Dr  and  the  ^  ' 
Sacheverell  had  espoused.     The  clergy  were  particularly  a  d^dfd 
zealous  in  his  cause  :  for  once  the  ferment  of  popular  ""^^ 
feeling,  and  the  efforts  of  interested  subservience,  ran  in 
the  same  direction.    United,  they  formed  a  torrent  which 
was  for  the  time  irresistible.     The  Whigs  had  generally 
calculated  on  retaining  their  majority  in  Parliament,  but 
they   were   miserably  disappointed.      Harley  and  the 
Tories  obtained  a  clear  majority  :  there  were  few  Whigs 
returned  against  whom  petitions  were  not  presented  :  on 
the  first  meeting  of  Parliament,  Mr  Bromley,  a  staunch 
Tory,  was  elected  speaker  ;  and  it  soon  appeared,  from 
the  divisions,  that  the  new  ministry  had  a  majority  of  a  ▼!.  914-988. 
third  of  the  house.^ 

Although  Marlborough  retained  his  command  with  the 
entire  concurrence  of  the  new  ministers,  yet  he  had  no  Paitr^dif- 

1  «  i**i*<  .•  1      ficnlties 

real  power ;  and  even  his  military  operations  were  sub-  thrown  in 
jected  to  an  examination  and  surveillance  which  he  had  thec^pie- 
never  before  experienced.     Still  more  was  he  made  to  Birnhetm. 
feel  his  altered  situation  in  the  vexations  to  which  at 
home  he  was  exposed.     The  envy  of  which  he  was  the 
object  appeared   in   the   difficulties    which    were    now 
started,  by  the  new  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in  regard  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  works  at  Blenheim.     This  noble 
monument  of  a  nation's   gratitude  had   hitherto  pro- 
ceeded  rapidly ;   the  stately  design  of  Vanbrugh  was 
approaching  its  completion  ;  and  so  anxious  had  the 
Queen  at  first  been  to  see  it  finished  that  she  got  a 
model  of  it  placed  in  the  royal  palace  of  Kensington. 


164  THE   LIFE   OF 

CHAP.     Now,   however,   petty   and    unworthy   objections  were 
^"'     started,  on  the  score  of  expense ;  and  attempts  were 
^710.     made,  by  delaying  payment  of  the  sums  from  the  Trea- 
sury, to  throw  the  cost  of  completing  the  building  on  the 
great  general.     He  had  penetration  enough,  however,  to 
avoid  falling  into  the  snare,  and  actually  suspended  the 
*  Maribo-    progress  of  the  work  when  the  Treasury  warrants  were 
DneheM,     withheld.     He  constantly  directed  that  the  management 

Oct.  25uid 

NoT.2fi,     of  the  building  should  be  left  to  the  Queen's  officers; 

T.  36*1, 352.' and,  by  steadily  adhering  to  this  system,  he  shamed 
them  into  continuing  the  work.^ 

Marlborough's  name  and  influence,  however,  were  too 

Attempte  to  great  to  be  entirely  neglected,  and  the  pai'ty  which  was 
iribo-      now  nsmg  into  supremacy  at  court  were  anxious,  if 

STrorief.  possible,  to  secure  them  for  their  own  side.  They  made, 
accordingly,  secret  overtures  to  him ;  and  it  was  even 
insinuated  that,  if  he  would  abandon  the  Whigs,  and 
coalesce  with  them,  he  would  entirely  regain  the  royal 
favour,  and  might  aspire  to  the  highest  situation  which  a 
subject  could  hold.  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  told  us  what 
the  conditions  of  this  alliance  were  to  be  : — "  He  was  to 
abandon  the  Whigs,  his  new  friends,  and  take  up  with 
the  Tories,  his  old  friends;  to  engage  heartily  in  the 
true  interests,  and  no  longer  leave  his  country  a  prey 
to  rapine  and  faction.  He  was,  besides,  required 
to  restrain  the  rage  and  fury  of  his  wife.  Their  ofiers 
were  coupled  with  threats  of  an  impeachment,  and  boasts 
that  sufficient  evidence  could  be  adduced  to  carry  a 
prosecution  through  both  Houses.''  To  terms  so  de- 
grading, the  Duke  answered  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his 
high  reputation.  He  declared  his  resolution  to  be  of  no 
party,  to  vote  according  to  his  conscience,  and  to  be  as 
hearty  as  his  new  colleagues  in  support  of  the  Queen's 
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government  and  the  welfare  of  the  country.   This  manly    chap. 
reply  increased  the  repulsive  feelings  with  which  he  was     ^"^' 
regarded  by  the  ministry,  who  seem  now  to  have  finally     ^^lo. 
resolved  on  his  ruin ;  while  the  intelligence  that  such 
overtures  had  been  made  having  got  wind,  sowed  distrust 
between  him  and  the  Whiff  leaders,  which  was  never  ^  BoUng- 

°  brokers  Cor- 

afterwards  entirely  removed.     But  he  honourably  de-  w»p.  i.  4i. 
clared  that  he  would  be  governed  by  the  Whigs,  whom  JohntoBir 
he  would  never  desert ;  and  that  they  could  not  suspect  Dec  20, 
the  purity  of  his  motives  in  so  doing,  as  they  had  now  ▼.  352. 
lost  their  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons.  ^  * 

Parliament  met  on  the  25th  November ;  and  Marl- 

78 

borough,  in  the  end  of  the  year,  returned  to  London.  vngnuM 
He  was  received  with  loud  acclamations  by  the  popu-  mSL^"  ^ 
lace,  and  conducted  with  the  wonted  cheers  to  his  resi-  ^^minL 
dence  in  town  at  Montagu  House.      But  his  triumph  cooL^. 
was  of  short  duration.      He  soon  received  decisive  proof 
of  the  altered  temper  of  Government  towards  him.    The 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  now  against 
him,  as  it  had  for  some  time  been  in  the  country.      The 
last  election  had  turned  the  scale  in  favour  of  the  Tories. 
In  the  Queen's  speech,  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  late 
successes  in  Flanders,  no  vote  of  thanks  for  his  services 
in  the  campaign  was  moved  by  Ministers  ;  and  they 
even  contrived,  by  a  side-wind,  to  get  quit  of  one  pro- 
posed, to  their  no  small  embarrassment,  by  Lord  Scar- 
borough.     The    Duchess,    too,   was   threatened    with 


•  " 


I  beg  you  to  lose  no  time  in  sending  me,  to  the  Hague,  the  opinion  of 
our  friend  mentioned  in  my  letter  ;  for  I  would  bo  governed  by  the  Whigs, 
from  whose  principle  and  interest  I  will  never  depart.  Wliilst  they  had  a 
majority  in  the  House  of  Ck>mmons,  they  might  suspect  it  might  be  my 
interest ;  but  now  they  must  do  me  the  justice  to  see  that  it  is  my  inclination 
and  principle  which  makes  me  tyci.**-- Marlborough  to  the  Duchest,  Nov.  9, 
1710;  CoxB,v.  360. 
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CHAP,  removal  from  her  situation  at  court ;  and  Marlborough 
^"^'  avowed  that  he  knew  the  Queen  was  "  as  desirous  for 
J710.  her  removal  as  Mr  Harley  and  Mrs  Masham  can  be/' 
The  violent  temper  and  proud  unbending  spirit  of  the 
Duchess  were  ill  calculated  to  heal  such  a  breach,  which 
in  the  course  of  the  winter  became  so  wide  that  her 
removal  from  the  situation  she  held,  as  Mistress  of  the 
Robes,  was  only  prevented  by  the  fear  that,  in  the  vehe- 
mence of  her  resentment,  she  might  publish  the  Queen's 
correspondence,  and  that  the  Duke,  whose  military  ser- 
vices could  not  yet  be  spared,  might  resign  his  command. 
Libels  against  both  the  Duke  and  the  Duchess  daily 
appeared,  and  passed  entirely  unpunished,  though  the 
freedom  of  the  press  was  far  from  being  established. 
Three  officers  were  dismissed  from  the  army  for  drinking 
his  health.  When  he  waited  on  the  Queen,  on  his 
arrival  in  England,  in  the  end  of  December,  she  said — 
"  I  must  request  you  will  not  suflTer  any  vote  of  thanks 
to  you  to  be  moved  in  Parliament  this  year,  as  my 
ministers  will  certainly  oppose  it"  Such  was  the  return 
made  by  Government  to  the  hero  who  had  raised  the 

1  Pwl.  Deb.  "^  r  T-i       1        1  1.1 

vu  835-988.  power  and  glory  of  England  to  an  unprecedented  pitch, 

40W07I      and  who  in  that  very  campaign  had  cut  deeper  into  the 

Mwib.  iii.    iron  frontier  of  France  than  had  ever  been  done  in  any 

former  one.^ 

The  female  coterie  which  aided  at  St  James's  the 
79. 
Dioniuaiof  malc  oppouents   of    Marlborough,    was   naturally   ex- 

of  Mtfibo-  tremely  solicitous  to  get  the  Duchess  removed  from  her 
situations  as  head  of  the  Queen's  household  and  Keeper 
of  the  Privy  Purse  ;  and  Ministers  were  only  prevented 
from  carrying  their  wishes  into  effect  by  their  appre- 
hension of  the  Duke's  resigning  his  command  of  the 
array  if  these  wishes  were  executed.     In  an  audience, 
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on  17th  January  1711,  Marlborough  presented  a  letter  ohap. 
to  her  Majesty  from  the  Duchess,  couched  in  terms  of  ^^™' 
extreme  humility,  in  which  she  declared  that  his  anxiety  ^7io. 
was  such,  at  the  requital  his  services  had  received,  that 
she  apprehended  he  would  not  live  six  months.^  The 
Queen  at  first  refused  to  read  it ;  and  when  at  length, 
at  the  Duke's  earnest  request,  she  agreed  to  do  so,  she 
coldly  obsenred,  —  "I  cannot  change  my  resolution/' 
Marlborough,  in  the  most  moving  terms,  and  with 
touching  eloquence,  entreated  her  Majesty  not  to  dismiss 
the  Duchess  till  she  had  no  more  need  of  his  services, 
by  the  war  being  finished,  which,  he  hoped,  would  be  in 
less  than  a  year  ;  but  he  received  no  other  answer  but 
a  peremptory  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  gold  key, 
the  symbol  of  her  ofiice,  within  three  days.  Unable 
to  obtain  any  relaxation  in  his  sovereign's  resolution, 
Marlborough  withdrew  with  the  deepest  emotions  of 
indignation  and  sorrow.  The  Duchess,  in  a  worthy 
spirit,  immediately  took  her  resolution  :  she  sent  in  her 
resignation,  with  the  gold  key,  that  very  night.  So 
deeply   was   Marlborou£;h   hurt   at   this   extraordinary  ^  Coxe,  ▼. 

410  412 

ingratitude  for  all  his  services,  that  he  at  first  resolved  415!  c^n- 

°  ,  .       duct,  262, 

to    resign    the    whole    of   his    commands,   and    retire  263. 
altogether  into  private  life.^ 

From  this  intention  he  was  only  diverted,  and  that 
with  great  difiiculty,  by  the  efibrts  of  Godolphin  and 
the  Whigs  at  home,  and  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Pen- 
sionary Heinsius  abroad,  who  earnestly  besought  him 

*  **  Though  I  never  thought  of  troubliDg  your  Majesty  again  in  this  manner, 
yet  the  circumstances  I  see  my  Lord  Marlborough  in,  and  the  apprehension 
I  have  that  he  cannot  live  six  months,  if  there  is  not  some  end  put  to  his 
sufferings  on  my  accoimt,  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  resist  doing  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  ease  him." — Dueheu  of  Marlborough  to  Q^een  Anne, 
17th  Jan.  1711 ;  Coxs,  v.  410. 
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CHAP,     not  to  abandon  the  command,  as  that  would  at  once 
^"^'     dissolve  the  Grand  Alliance,  and  ruin  the  common  cause. 
i7io.     We  can  sympathise  with  the  feelings  of  a  victorious 
iftfibol      warrior  who  felt  reluctant  to  forego,  by  one  hasty  step, 
gnlL  Zluc  the  fruit  of  nine  years  of  victories :    we  cannot  but 
hoidbhu     respect  the  self-sacrifice  of  the  patriot  who  preferred 
l^Wo..  enduring   mortifications    himself,   to   endangering    the 
great  cause  of  religious  freedom  and  European  inde- 
pendence.    Influenced  by  these  considerations,  Marl- 
borough withheld  his  intended  resignation.     The  Duchess 
of  Somerset  was  made  Mistress  of  the  Robes,  and  Mrs 
Masham  obtained  the  confidential  situation  of  Keeper 
of  the  Privy  Purse.      Malignity,  now  sure  of  impunity, 
heaped  up  invectives  on  the  falling  hero.     His  integrity 
was  calumniated,  his  courage  even  was  questioned,  and 
the  most  consummate  general  of  that,  or  perhaps  any 
other  age,  was  represented  as  the  lowest  of  mankind. 
It  soon  appeared  how  unfounded  the  aspersions  cast 
upon  the  Duchess,  as  well  as  the  Duke,  had  been.     Her 
accounts,  after  having  undergone  the  most  rigid  scrutiny, 
were  returned  without  any  objection  being  stated  against 
them  ;  and  the  Queen  put  an  end  to  all  such  calumnies, 
by   saying,  —  "  Everybody  knows  cheating  is  not  the 
Duchess  of  Marlborouffh's  crime.''     In  former  days,  in 

1  Conduct,  .  .  °  . 

261, 262.  pressing  a  kindness  upon  her,  she  had  said,  ''  Make  no 
415,416.  more  words  about  it  :  and  either  own  or  conceal  it,  as 
X.  |2o.  *     you  like  best,   since  I  think   the  richest  crown  could 

never  repay  the  services  I  have  received  from  you."  ^ 

From  the  preceding  detail  of  the  causes  which  led 

CaoMtof     to  the  fall  of  the  great  Whig  administration,  of  which 

Um  Whig    Godolpliin  and  Marlborough  were  the  heads,  and  which 

mtion.       had  wrought  such  wonders  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe, 

it  must  be  evident  that,  without  exculpating  Queen  Anne 


VIII. 
1710. 
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from  the  charges  of  inconsistency  and  favouritism,  which  chap. 
the  unanimous  judgment  of  subsequent  times  has  attached 
to  her,  and  admitting  fully  the  grossness  of  her  ingrati- 
tude to  the  great  hero  who  had  made  her  reign  illustri- 
ous, much  also  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  overweening 
ambition  and  grasping  disposition  of  that  party  itself. 
It  was  their  insatiable  thirst  for  power,  their  resolution 
to  fill  up  every  office  under  Government  with  their  own 
adherents,  their  determination  to  allow  the  sovereign  no 
voice  even  in  the  selection  of  persons  for  her  own  house- 
hold appointments,  which  proved  their  ruin.  It  was  this 
which  made  them  force  Sunderland  upon  her,  and  resist 
the  appointment  of  Colonel  Hill,  and  strive  so  strenuously 
to  oust  Mrs  Masham,  and  labour  with  such  vehemence 
to  exclude  Shrewsbury.  It  was  their  exorbitant  power, 
which  so  long  enabled  them  to  carry  on  this  system  with 
impunity,  which  drove  the  Queen  into  bedchamber  plots 
and  secret  councils,  just  as  an  oppressive  and  vigorous 
government  drives  the  disaffected  into  secret  conspiracies. 
And  beyond  all  doubt,  it  was  a  secret  consciousness  of 
their  revolt  against  their  sovereign,  even  when  provoked 
by  unbearable  oppression,  which  caused  them  to  adopt 
this  ungracious  and  exclusive  policy ;  for,  like  Ishmael, 
they  felt  that  the  hand  of  every  man  who  was  not  with 
them  was  against  them.  A  memorable  proof,  among  the 
many  which  history  affords,  of  the  application  of  the  rules 
of  morality  and  honour  to  public  as  well  as  private  life, 
and  the  impossibility  of  violating  either  without  inducing 
condign  punishment  even  in  this  world. 

The  career  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  as  a  states- 
man terminated  at  this  period.  Thereafter  he  had  no 
power  in  the  Cabinet ;  he  was  never  consulted  in  diplo- 
macy ;  as  a  general,  even,  he  was  fettered  and  restrained 


170  THE   LIFE   OF 

CHAP,  in  planning  or  carrying  into  execution  military  opera- 
^"''  tions.  This,  therefore,  is  a  convenient  period  for  casting 
1710.  the  eyes  back  on  what  he  had  done  during  the  ten  years 
GiMt '  that  he  had  been  the  real  head  of  the  Alliance  :  and 
^to  dr  marvellous  beyond  all  example  is  the  retrospect !  He 
rouffbdown  bcgau  the  war  on  the  Waal  and  the  Meuse,  with  the 
*'  French  standards  waving  in  sight  of  the  Dutch  frontier, 
and  the  government  of  the  Hague  trembling  for  the  fate 
of  their  frontier  fortress,  Nimeguen.  He  had  now 
brought  the  Allied  ensigns  to  the  Scarpe,  conquered 
Flanders,  subdued  all  its  fortresses,  and  nearly  worked 
through  the  iron  frontier  of  France  itself.  Nothing  was 
wanting  but  the  subjugation  of  its  last  fortress.  Arras, 
to  enable  the  Allies  to  march  to  Paris,  and  dictate  a 
glorious  peace  in  the  halls  of  Versailles.  He  had  de- 
feated the  French  in  four  pitched  battles  and  as  many 
combats ;  he  had  taken  every  town  to  which  he  had  laid 
siege  ;  he  had  held  together,  when  often  about  to  sepa- 
rate, the  discordant  elements  of  the  Grand  Alliance. 
By  his  daring  march  to  Bavaria,  and  victory  of  Blen- 
heim, he  had  delivered  Germany  when  in  the  utmost 
danger ;  by  the  succours  he  sent  to  Eugene,  he  had  con- 
quered Italy  at  Turin  ;  by  his  prudent  dispositions  he 
had  saved  Spain,  after  the  battle  of  Almanza.  He  had 
broken  tlic  power  of  Louis  XIV.  when  at  the  zenith  of 
his  fame ;  he  had  been  only  prevented  by  faction  at 
home  from  completing  his  overthrow  by  the  capture  of 
his  capital.  He  had  never  suffered  a  reverse ;  he  had 
never  alienated  a  friend ;  he  had  conquered  by  his  mild- 
ness many  enemies.  Such  deeds  require  no  comment ; 
they  are  without  a  parallel  in  European  history,  and 
justly  place  Marlborough  in  the  place  assigned  him  by 
Napoleon — at  the  head  of  European  captains. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

CAMPAIGN  IN  SPAIN  IN  THE  TEAR  1710. — DEATH  OF  THE  EMPEROR 
JOSEPH  AND  ACCESSION  OP  CHARLES  TO  THE  EMPIRE. — CAMPAIGN  OP 
1711. — MARLBOROUGH  PASSES  VILLARS*  LINES. — SIEGE  AND  FALL  OP 
BOUCHAIN. — FRESH  DISASTERS  IN  SPAIN. — SECRET  NEGOTIATION  OF 
THE  ENGLISH  MINISTRY  WITH  LOUIS. — TREATY  OF  UTRECHT. — MARL- 
BOROUGH'S CONDEMNATION  OF  IT,  AND  DISMISSAL  FROM  THE  COM- 
MAND.— HIS  UNJUST  AND  INVIDIOUS  PERSECUTION. — DISASTERS  IN 
FLANDERS,  AND  TREATY  OP  RASTADT. — ^MARLBOROUGH  LEAVES  ENG- 
LAND FOR  THE  CONTINENT. 

So   uniform  had  been  the  triumphs,  so  unbroken  the    chap. 
success  of  Marlborough,  that  if  he  had  continued  in      ^^' 
power,  and  not  been  interrupted  in  his  undertakings,      i7io. 
future   ages  would  never  have   been  able  to  form  an  Proofwiiidi 
adequate  idea,  either  of  the  greatness  of  his  capacity,  or  roiJvTfiai 
the  decisive  influence  which  it  had  exercised  on  the  fate  y^^^t-' 
of  the  war.     His  victories  would  have  been  ascribed  to  "*^ 
accident,  the  valour  of  the  soldiers  under  his  command, 
the  weakness  of  his  enemies,  or  the  want  of  skill  in  the 
generals  who  directed  their  armies.     It  might  even  have 
been  said,  that  it  was  to  his  illustrious  partner  in  glory 
that  he  owed  his  successes,  and  that  Eugene  was  the  real 
hero  of  the  war.     But  that  which  no  achievements  on 
his  part,  how  great  soever,  could  have  done,  was  efiectu- 
ally  accomplished  by  the  malice  of  his  enemies.     He  is 
indebted  to  them  for  the  decisive  demonstration  of  his 
greatness,  the  establishment  of  his  glory  on  an  imper- 
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OHAP.    ishable  foundation.     Nine  successive  campaigns  directed 

L    by  him  had  presented  an  unbroken  career  of  success, 

*^'^-  and  the  next  would  beyond  all  question  have  put  the 
keystone  in  the  arch  of  his  fame,  by  a  glorious  peace 
which  attained  all  the  objects  of  the  war.  At  that 
critical  moment  he  was  overturned  by  the  efforts  of 
faction,  aided  by  a  palace  intrigue  at  home — and  what 
was  the  result '?  There  appeared  at  once  what  had 
been  owing  to  the  greatness  of  one  man.  Instantly,  as 
if  by  enchantment,  the  fabric  of  victory  raised  by  such 
effort  was  dissolved.  Spain  was  lost,  Flanders  recon- 
quered, Germany  threatened.  The  arch  of  the  Grand 
Alliance,  when  no  longer  upheld  by  his  mighty  arm,  fell 
to  pieces  :  like  the  roof  of  the  Dom-Daniel  beneath  the 
roots  of  the  sea,  when  the  image,  whose  supporting 
arm  upheld  it,  was  pierced  to  the  heart  by  the  son  of 
Hodeirah,  the  "ocean  vault  fell  in,  and  all  were 
crushed." 

Spain  was  the  quarter  in  which  the  disastrous  effect 
OommMie*.  of  the  termination  of  his  counsels  first  appeared.     Great 

OMt  of  th«  '^^ 


ipuga  of  efforts  had  been  made  on  both  sides,  and  on  each  sanguine 
Spain,  and  hoDcs  wcrc  entertained  of  success.  Two  armies  were 
g^-  ^Mbled  in  .pring,  in  Portugl  .„d  C.tdo.i.-tl.e  for- 
mer  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  of  Villa  Verde, 
the  latter  of  Marshal  Stahremberg  and  General  Stan- 
hope. The  design  was  that  these  forces  should  combine 
their  movements,  and,  converging  together,  meet  and  place 
Charles  on  the  throne  of  Madrid.  The  main  strength 
of  the  Allies  was  in  Catalonia,  where  they  had  assembled 
thirty  thousand  men,  chiefly  German  and  English  vete- 
rans. The  first  important  operations  took  place  on  the 
side  of  Catalonia,  where  the  two  rival  kings  were  at  the 
head  of  their  respective  armies,  and  events  took  place 
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DOt  unworthy  of  the  presence  of  mouarchs   contend-    chap. 
ing  for  the  crown  of  Spain.      The  first  serious  engage-      ^^' 
ment  took  place  near  Alfarez,  where  Philip  was  defeated      ^^lo. 
with  the  loss  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  driven  into 
Lerida.    The  Spanish  troops  upon  this  check  retreated 
towards  Saragossa,  in  the  hope  of  anticipating  the  Allies 
in  the  passage  of  the  Ebro.     They  there  made  a  stand  ; 
but  the  valour  of  the  Allied  troops,  and  the  ability  of 
Stanhope,  gave  them  a  complete  victory.     Philip  was 
totally  defeated  with  the  loss  of  ten  thousand  men  ;  most  ^  st  Pfaiiip. 
of  the  new  levies  threw  away  their  arms  and  dispersed  ;  Hist,  of 
and  he  himself  fled  to  Soria  attended  only  by  eight  591^^. 
thousand  men,  the  poor  remains  of  nineteen  thousand  viue'i 
with  which  he  had  combated  on  the  Ebro  ;  and  Charles  Anne,  688. 
a  few  days  after  made  his  triumphant  entry  into  Sara-  House  of 
gossa,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  inhabitants,  to  i.  m  °' 
whom  he  restored  all  their  ancient  privileges.^ 

This   important   victory   a  second   time   opened   to 
Charles  the  road  to  Madrid.     No  resistance  was  expe-  Entrv'of 
rienced  on  his  march  from  Saragossa  to  the  capital ;  and  Madrid/iuid 
on  the  28th  September  he  made  his  public  entrance  into  c^pt^n  "" 
it,  at  the  head  of  two  thousand  horse.     But  it  soon  ^•"»®*p*- 
appeared  how  adverse  the  inhabitants  had  become  to 
the  Austrian  rule,  and  how  deep  the  enthusiasm  which 
had  been  excited  by  the  intrepid  and  patriotic  conduct 
of  the  Bourbon  sovereign.  An  ominous  silence  reigned  in 
the  streets  as  his  triumphant  cavalcade  passed  through 
them  ;  no  sound  but  the  clang  of  the  horses'  hoofs  on  the 
pavement  was  heard ;  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants, 
excepting  those  whom  ago,  poverty,  or  infirmity  had  House  of 
compelled  to  remain  at  home,  had  followed  Philip  in  his  sos!'  st' '' 
retreat  towards  Valladolid.^  Chagrin  and  vexation  over-  ii  sSr* 
whelmed  the  disappointed  monarch  ;    and,  refusing  to 
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CHAP,  proceed  on  to  the  palace  of  the  Retiro,  as  was  the  usual 

"•  custom,  he  retired  hastily  through  the  gate  of  Alcala, 

1710.  saying — "  Madrid  is  a  desert." 

Philip  retired  to  Valladolid  with  only  nine  thousand 

EffoTta  of  men ;  but  he  daily  received  reinforcements  from  France, 

pnJ^wM  and  the  Castilian  nobles  made  the  most  energetic  efforts 

chtfiM°at  to  restore  his  fallen  fortunes.      The  whole  reliance  of 

ma      «    •  « 

Louis  was  on  the  divisions  in  England,  and  the  prospect 
of  Marlborough  being  overthrown  ;  and  he  accordingly, 
on  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  Saragossa,  wrote  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  the  resources  of  Spain  were  sufficient  to  pro- 
long the  contest,  adding,  "  that  he  hoped,  by  prosecuting 
the  war  another  campaign  in  Flanders  and  Germany,  for 
the  occurrence  of  some  favourable  opportunity  to  divide 
or  weaken  the  Allies"     In  truth  he  was  merely  fighting 
to  gain  time,  till   Godolphin  and   Marlborough   were 
overthrown,  and  Tory  councils  became  predominant  in 
the  cabinet  of  London.      The  fall  of  Godolphin  in  the 
I  MAm.  Am    ^S^^^^^S  ^^  August  rcaliscd  these  hopes,  and  encouraged 
NMiiiM,iT.  him  to  make  the  most  vigorous  efforts  for  the  prosecution 
Coxe'i       of  the  war  in  Spain.     Reinforcements  were  sent  by  post 

House  Oi  __ 

Bourbon,    from  all  parts  of  France,  Veudome  was  appointed  to  the 
Coxe's       command  ;  and  such  was  the  energy  displayed,  that,  when 
879-381.*     he  arrived  at  Philip's  camp,  near  Valladolid,  he  found 
himself  at  the  head  of  twenty-five  thousand  men.* 

Meanwhile  Noailles  arrived  at  the  camp  and  court  of 
ArriTAi  of  the  fugitive  prince,  and  there  a  most  moving  scene  took 
Valladolid,  place.  In  a  solemn  assembly  of  tlie  nobles  he  dwelt  on 
SbitiTf     the  vast  efforts  which  France  had  made  on  behalf  of 

too  Bna 

Biwds.  Spain,  and  represented  the  absolute  necessity  of  their 
making  the  greatest  efforts  to  avert  the  Austrian  yoke, 
and  prevent  tlicir  country  from  becoming  a  mere  pro- 
vince of  another  monarchy.     The  appeal  was  not  made 
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in  vain.     Philip  in  this  extremity  displayed  a  spirit    chap. 
worthy  of  his  race.      He  declared  his  resolution  to  live      ^' 
or  die  King  of  Spain,  rejected  all  oflFers  of  a  partition  or     ^7io. 
compromise,  and   loudly  expressed   his   determination, 
rather  than  succumb,  to  bury  himself  under  the  ruins  of 
the  monarchy.      Animated  by  this  example,  the  nobles 
declared  their  willingness  to  stand  by  their  sovereign  in 
any  emergency  that  might  occur.     The  spirit  of  enthu- 
siasm, kindled  in  the  court  and  camp,  spread  rapidly 
from  town  to  town,  and  from  village  to  village.      Every 
rank  and  class  of  the  people  vied  with  each  other  in  !▼.  137-151. 
devotion  to  their  monarch ;  and  the  sacrifices  they  made  Hoom  of 
for  their  country,  and  the  hardy  recruits  pouring  in  on  308,309.  ' 
all  sides,  at  once  refilled  the  ranks,  and  restored  the  38i. 
spirit  of  the  army.^ 

While  this  noble  spirit  was  displayed  by  the  Castilians 
on  behalf  of  Philip,  the  support  of  whom  they  had  come  Divisi'oM, 
to  identify  with  the  preservation  of  the  national  indepen-  lution  on 
dence,  very  difierent  was  the  scene  which  the  rival  camp  cbiries,  at 
of  Charles  presented.  The  condition  of  his  afi'airs  is 
well  depicted  in  a  letter  from  General  Stanhope  to  Lord 
Dartmouth,  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  4th  October : 
"  We  have  despatclied  several  messengers  to  our  friends 
on  the  Portuguese  frontier,  pressing  them  to  join  us, 
since  they  have  no  enemy  left  on  their  frontier ;  and  on 
the  success  of  these  instances,  which  we  have  repeated  to 
them,  will  depend  the  fate  of  the  campaign.  They  have  in 
a  condition  to  march  thirty  battalions  of  foot,  and  above 
three  thousand  horse.  If  they  will  join  us  we  shall  have 
another  battle,  which,  in  all  probability,  will  be  decisive. 
If  they  do  not,  we  shall  have  some  difficulty  in  making 
a  retreat  to  Aragon  ;  for  the  Duke  of  Anjou  will  have 
above  double  our  number  of  horse,  and  be  equal  at  least 
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CHAP,    to  US  in  foot.      The  country  is  our  enemy,  and  we  are 

"'      not  masters  in  Castile  of  more  ground  than  we  encamp 

1710.     upon.      It  will  certainly  be  a  surprise  to  your  lordship 

to  learn  that,  since  the  battle,  not  one  officer  in  the  Duke 

I  Gen.  Stan-  of  Anjou's  servico  has  left  him  ;  and  that  the  greater 

LordDut-  part  of  the  grandees,  and  all  the  civil  and  ministerial 

Tviib.      officers  that  reside  at  Madrid,  have  followed  him,  inso- 

m^9.     much  that,  at  our  first  arrival  here,  the  town  appeared 

a  desert."  1 

In  vain  the  confederate  generals  represented,  in  the 
Hm  Porta-  most   urgent   manner,   to  the  Portuguese  government, 
T^^Mt    that,  unless  they  advanced  to  the  support  of  Charles  VI., 
ftiiowtiMir  he  would  be  obliged  to  evacuate  Madrid,  and  Spain 
SJSot**     would  be  lost.     The  military  commanders  of  tlieir  army 
**    '  concurred  in  the  necessity,  and  Dos  Minas  ofiered  in- 
stantly to  set  out  for  Madrid  with  three  thousand  foot 
and  one  thousand  horse.     The  cabinet  of  Lisbon,  how- 
ever, led  by  the  Duke  of  Cadaval,  who  was  secretly  in 
the  French  interest,  refused  to  allow  the  troops  to  march, 
on  the  ground  that  the  subsidies  promised  by  the  British 
government  had  not  been  paid.     Then  was  seen  the  fatal 
influence  which  the  change  of  ministry  in  England  had 
already  exercised  on  the  fate  of  the  war.     Harley  and 
■  MrLefeb-  St  John,  who  had  been  now  two  months  at  the  head  of 
8m.  St       aflfairs  in  London,  were  in  no  hurry  to  execute   the 
IS,  1*710.     finance  engagements  of  their  predecessors  ;  the  promised 
«8a**  ^'      subsidies  were  not  paid  ;  the  Portuguese  reinforcements 
did  not  march  ;  and  Spain  was  lost.  ^ 

While  disunion  and  imbecihty  were  thus  paralysing 
all  the  operations  of  the  Allies,  and  depriving  them  of 
the  whole  fruits  of  victory,  the  French  government  were 
anxiously  and  vigorously  preparing  to  take  advantage  of 
the   extraordinary  gleam  of  good   fortune  which   the 
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change  of  policy  in  the  British  cabinet  had  opened  upon     chap. 
them.     The  expedition  of  Cette  having  been  frustrated      ^^' 
by  the  vigilance  of  Noailles,  and  the  want  of  support  of     ^7^^- 
the  troops  on  the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps,  the  French  vigonms 
forces,  thus  set  at  liberty  in  Languedoc,  joined  by  strong  Stlpwh, 
reinforcements  from  Berwick  s  army,  were  poured  into  ofchariei 
Catalonia.     He  invested  Gerona,  the  key  of  that  pro-  drid,No- 
vince  on  the  north,  with  twenty  thousand  men,  and  ^*™ 
extended  their  detachments  so  as  to  form  a  communica- 
tion with  the  army  of  Philip  at  Valladolid.     The  situa- 
tion of  Charles  at  Madrid  was  now  extremely  hazardous  ; 
for  while  Vendome's  army,  twenty-five  thousand  strong, 
and  which  was  hourly  receiving  accessions  of  force  from 
the  two  Castiles,  threatened  him  on  the  north,  the  pro- 
vince of  Catalonia,  hitherto  his  stronghold,  was  endan-  ^  st  Phiu©. 
gered  by  the  French  invasion.      Influenced  by  these  CowV 
accumulating  dangers,  he  took  the  resolution  of  evacuat-  Bourbon,  i. 
ing  the  capital,  and  on  the  11th  November  set  out  from  co«'i 
Madrid,  accompanied  by  two  thousand  horse,  and  arrived  38i,  m 
in  safety  at  Barcelona  on  the  15th  of  December.^ 

Meanwhile  having,  by  incredible  exertions,  succeeded 
in  six  weeks  in  forming  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  Advanieof 
men,  Philip  took  the  most  active  steps  to  improve  these  ward? Ma. 
favourable  circumstances.     His  first  care  was  to  take  Aimi^z. 
post  at  the  bridge  of  Almarez,  on  the  Tagus — a  strata- 
getical  point  of  great  importance,  as  commanding  the 
communication  between  Upper  and  Lower  Estremadura, 
the  scene  of  Lord  Hill's  brilliant  exploit  in  after  times. 
The  Portuguese  took  advantage  of  this  circumstance  to 
excuse  themselves  from  any  co-operation  with  the  Allies 
at  Madrid,  who,  being  abandoned  to  their  own  resources, 
and   deserted   by   their  sovereign,  had   no   alternative 
but  to  retreat  towards  Catalonia ;  and,  with  this  view, 

VOL.  II.  M 
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CHAP,    they  retired  in  three  columns  through  the  mountainous 

"•      region  which  separates  Old  Castile  from  the  adjoining 

1710.     province  of  Valencia.     But  Vendome  was  too  able  and 

active  a  general  to  allow  them  to  make  their  retreat 

without  molestation.      He  pursued  them  with  all  his 

forces ;  and  being  greatly  superior  to  the  enemy  in  cavalry, 

in  consequence  of  the  detachment  of  so  large  a  part  of 

that  arm  as  an  escort  to  the  king  towards  Barcelona,  and 

the  non-arrival  of  any  succour  from  the  side  of  Portugal, 

he  soon  obtained  decisive  advantages.      The  Allies  were 

dreadfully  harassed  also  in  their  retreat  by  the  peasantry, 

who,  as  in  every  national  war  from  the  days  of  Sertorius 

to  those  of  Wellington,  formed  themselves  into  guerilla 

bands,  which  assailed  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  retiring 

1  St  Philip  columns  without  intermission.     Thus  assailed  and  ex- 

c^xe,V.     hausted,  the  third  column,  composed  of  six  thousand 

HoQM  of     British  troops  under  Stanhope  in  person,  arrived,  on  the 

i.  S15-S17.  evening  of  the  6th  December,  at  Brihuerga,  where  they 

sought  a  few  hours'  rest  within  its  ruined  walls.  ^ 

A  dreadful  disaster  here  awaited  this  division  of  the 

Attack'on    BHtish   troops,   which   in   its    ultimate  cfiects  proved 

diruioult   decisivo  of  the  fate  of  the  war  in  the  Peninsula.     The 

whienr*   AUies  retreated  not  only  in  three  columns,  but  with  a 

npUuUt«.   day's  march  between  each — the  British,  as  those  on  whoni 

most  reliance  could  be  placed,  being  the  last  one.    Upon 

this  state  of  matters  Vendome  formed,  and  with  great 

ability  executed,   a  plan   for  cutting  off  entirely  this 

detached  rearguard.    Carefully  concealing  his  movements 

from  the  enemy,  which  the  favoumble  disposition  of  the 

peasantry  gave  him  every  means  of  doing,  he,  unknown  to 

them,  followed  closely  the  British  column ;  and  no  sooner 

had  they  taken  post  at  Brihuerga,  than  he  appeared 

on  the  heights  which  environ  it  with  twenty  thousand 
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men,  and  not  only  entirely  surrounded  the  town,  but     chap. 
cut  off  all   communication   between  it  and  the  other      ^^ 
Allied  di?isions  in  advance.     So  completely  was  Stan-     i7io. 
hope  taken  by  surprise  that  there  were  no  guards  put  on 
the  look-out,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy ; 
and  so  active  were  the  movements  of  Vendome  that 
with  twenty  thousand  men  he  had  marched  forty-five  [i®4^4,jg* 
leagues  in  eight  days,  being  on  an  average  of  five  leagues  ^^^JP^f 
and  a  half,  or  fourteen  miles  a-day  —  an  astonishing  jj"g^ 
effort  in  a  mountainous  country,  and  over  very  bad  roads.  |7ii. 
The  result  was  what  might  have  been  expected  from  HonMof 

"  •*  Bourbon, 

such  remissness  on  the  one  side  and  such  energy  on  the  |vf*^;^*^- 
other.      Stanhope  was  assailed  on  all  sides  by  a  force  5*"^5«T' 
triple  his  own  ;  and  after  defending  himself  bravely  for  Gen.  stan- 
two  days  he  was  forced  to  surrender  with  all  his  troops.  Lord  djh- 

"^  mouth.  Dee. 

now  reduced  by  sickness  and  the  sword  to  four  thousand  i7, 1710. 
five  hundred  men  1^ 

This  was  a  mortal  blow  to  the  Allied  cause  in  the 
Peninsula.      Stahremberc^,  who  received  on  the  second  Battle  of 
day  only  intelligence  of  the  danger  of  his  lieutenant,  osa,  in  ^ 
made  all  imaginable  haste  back  with  the  German  and  ddme  i»  t^ 
Dutch  troops ;  but  he  arrived  on  the  heights  near  Bri-  ^^Zt 
huerga  only  to  find  the  whole  French   and   Spanish  thriuiM, 
army,  now  twenty-two  thousand  strong,  drawn  up  in 
battle  array,  on  strong  ground  between  him  and  that 
town,   while   the   melancholy   silence   which   prevailed 
within  its  walls  told  but  too  clearly  the  sad  fate  of  his 
companions  in  arms.    Nothing  remained  but  to  make 
the  best  of  his   way  with  his  army,  now  diminished 
by  a  full   third   of  its  numbers,   towards   Barcelona. 
But  Vendome  was  not  a  general  to  halt  midway  in 
the  career  of  success.     Stahremberg  retreated  leisurely, 
taking  up,  wherever  he  halted,  as  strong  a  position 
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CHAP,  as  possible,  to  impose  npon  the  enemy,  and  afford 
"•  time  for  his  artillery  and  baggage  to  defile  in  the  rear. 
1710.  With  this  view  he  took  up  a  strong  position  at  Villa 
ViciosA,  where  he  offered  battle,  hoping  that  he  would 
be  able  to  keep  his  ground  till  nightfall,  when  he  might 
resume  his  retreat.  Vcndome,  however,  having  all  his 
forces  in  hand,  immediately  commenced  a  vigorous 
assault  upon  the  Allies.  The  latter  fought  with  great 
resolution,  being  old  German  troops,  and  not  only 
succeeded  in  maintaining  their  ground,  but  even  in 
repulsing  the  enemy  at  all  points — a  result  which  clearly 
proved  what  might  have  been  expected  if  the  disaster  at 
Brihuerga  had  not  deprived  them  of  a  third,  and  that 
the  best  part,  of  their  troops. 

But  being  inferior,  by  fully  ten  thousand  men,  to  the 
GnAtdii-    enemy,  and  still  more  so  in  horse,  Stahremberg  did  not 
ntTMt.       deem  it  advisable  to  await  a  renewed  attack  on  the 
following  day  from  an  enemy  now  double  his  numbers, 
and  flushed  with  success.     He  therefore  spiked  all  his 
artillery  on  the  field  of  battle,  as  there  was  no  possibility 
of  drawing   them  off  through  the  execrable  roads  by 
which  alone  his  retreat  could  be  conducted,  and  con- 
tinued to  retire,  on  the  following  day,  by  roads  scarcely 
passable  for  a  victorious  army,  encumbered  with  artil- 
lery.    But,  as  usual  in  Spain,  the  effects  of  this  forced 
retreat  equalled  the  losses  of  the  most  disastrous  battle. 
Stahremberg  reached  Barcelona  on  the  6th  January  with 
only  seven  thousand  men,  without  guns,  and  in  the  most 
» St  Philip,  deplorable  condition — the  poor  remains  of  twenty-five 
sS%l'  '  thousand,  which  set  out  from  thence  in  the  beginning 
HouMoir     of  summer,  to  achieve  the  conquest  of  the  Peninsula.^ 
1.317-319.  The  immediate  consequence  of  these  disasters  was  the 
loss  of   all    the   Austrian   conquests  in   Spain,  whose 
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possessions,  by  the  eud  of  Febniary,  were  limited  to  the    chap. 
fortresses  of  Barcelona,  Tarragona,  and  Balaguer.  "* 

These  calamities,  which  seemed  to  extinguish  all  hope      *^^^' 
of  a  successful  issue  of  a  war  in  the  Peninsula,  at  least  Effects  of 
for  a  very  long  period,  at  once  demonstrated  how  entirely  wten  on 
the  success  of  the  war  had  come  to  depend  on  the  single  roa|h,  who 
arm,  and  be  chained  to  the  standards,  of  Marlborough,  Hoiumd, 
and  proved  to  him  that   it  was  only  by  a  vigorous  1711.    ' 
eflFort  in  the  Netherlands,  where  the  Allies  were  superior, 
and  the  defences   of  France   were   so   nearly  broken 
through,  that  the  objects  of  the  war  could  be  attained. 
He  left  England,  accordingly,  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  making  the  most  of  the  brief  period 
allotted  to  him,  from  the  change  of  ministry,  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  successful  conclusion.     He  landed  at  the 
Hague  on  the  4th  March ;  and,  although  no  longer 
possessing  the  confidence  of  Govemment,  or  intrusted 
with  any  control  over  diplomatic  measures,  he  imme- 
diately set  himself  with  the  utmost  vigour  to  prepare  for 
military  operations.     Great  eflForts  had  been  made  by 
both  parties,  during  the  winter,  for  the  resumption  of 
hostilities,  on  even  a  more  extended  scale  than  in  any 
preceding  campaign.     Marlborough  found  the  army  in 
the  Low  Countries  extremely  eflBcient  and  powerful ; 
diversions  were  promised  on  the  side  both  of  Spain  and 
Piedmont ;  and  a  treaty  had  been  concluded  with  the 
Spanish  government,  in  consequence  of  which  a  large 
part  of  the  Imperial  forces  was  rendered  disposable,  and 
Prince  Eugene  was  preparing  to  lead  them  into  the  Low 
Countries.    But,  in  the  midst  of  these  flattering  prospects,  ^ 
an  event  occurred  which  suddenly  deranged  them  all,  post-  »iarib.  ni. 
poned  for  above  a  month  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  vt  i-io. 
and,  in  its  final  result,  changed  the  fate  of  Europe.^ 
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CHAP.        On   the   16th   April  the  Emperor  Joseph  died  of 
^^      small-pox  at  Vienna — an  event  which  was  immediately 
^7*^-     followed  by   Charles,  King  of  Spain,  declaring  him- 
DMthof     self  a   candidate   for   the   Imperial  throne.      As  his 
ro?jo'3Ii^,  pretensions   required  to   be   supported  by  a  powerful 
ofChtfiJ''  demonstration  of  troops,  the  march  of  a  large  part  of 
neror,  April  Eugcno's  mou   to   the  Netherlands  was    immediately 
stopped ;  and  that  prince  himself  was  hastily  recalled 
from   Mentz,  to   take  the   command  at  Ratisbon,  as 
marshal  of  the  forces  of  the   Empire.     Charles  was 
soon  after  elected  Emperor.     Thus  Marlborough  was 
left  to  commence  the  campaign  alone,  which  was  the 
more  to  be  regretted,  as  the   preparations   of  Louis, 
during  the  winter,  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions, 
had  been  made  on  the  most  extensiye  scale,  and  Mar- 
shal Villars'  lines  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  ne 
plus  ultra  of  field  fortification.   Yet  were  Marlborough's 
forces  most  formidable ;  for,  when  reviewed  at  Orchies 
on  the  30th  April,  between  Lille  and  Douai,  they  were 
1  Eiime  to  found,  iucludiug  Eugene's  troops,  which  had  come  up, 
rough,  April  to  amouut  to  ouc  hundred  and  eighty-four  battalions, 
Mtfibo-*     and  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  squadrons,  mustering 
stJohn,     above  one  hundred  thousand  combatants.    But  forty-one 

Aoril  29 

iTii.Co'ze.  battalions  and  forty  squadrons  were  in  garrison,  which 
D^i.  Y.'  319.  reduced  the  efiecti ve  force  in  the  field  to  eighty  thousand 
men.^ 

The  great  object  of  Louis  and  his  generals  had  been 
(iTMtiiiwt  to  construct  such  a  line  of  defences  as  might  prevent 
b5"viiu«.  tlie  irruption  of  the  enemy  into  the  French  territory, 
now  that  the  interior  and  last  line  of  fortresses  was  so 
nearly  broken  through.  In  pursuance  of  this  design, 
Villars  had,  with  the  aid  of  all  the  most  experienced 
engineers  in  France,  and  at  a  vast  expense  of  labour 
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and  money,  constructed  during  the  winter  a  series  of  ohap. 
lines  and  field-works,  exceeding  anything  yet  seen  in  "' 
modem  Europe  in  magnitude  and  strength,  and  to  which  ^7^^* 
the  still  more  famous  works  of  Torres  Vedras  have 
alone,  in  subsequent  times,  afforded  a  parallel.  The 
fortifications  extended  from  Namur  on  the  Meuse,  by  a 
sort  of  irregular  line,  to  the  coast  of  Picardy.  Running 
first  along  the  marshy  line  of  the  Canche,  they  rested  on 
the  forts  of  Montreuil,  Hesdin,  and  Trevant ;  while  the 
great  fortresses  of  Ypres,  Calais,  Gravelines,  and  St 
Omer,  lying  in  their  front,  and  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  rendered  any  attempt  to  approach  them  both 
difficult  and  dangerous.  From  the  Canche,  the  lines 
ran  across  the  plain,  by  Montenencourt,  to  the  Gy 
rivulet,  down  its  banks  to  its  junction  with  the  Scarpe^ 
along  the  Scarpe  to  Biache,  from  thence  by  a  canal  to 
the  Sanzet,  along  the  Sanzet  to  its  junction  with  the 
Scheldt,  down  the  latter  stream  to  Valenciennes,  and 
from  thence  by  a  series  of  intrenchments  to  the  Sambre. 
Along  the  whole  of  this  immense  line,  extending  over  so 
great  a  variety  of  ground,  for  above  forty  mUes,  every 
effort  had  been  made,  by  joining  the  resources  of  art  to 
the  defences  of  nature,  to  render  tlie  position  impreg^ 
nable.  The  lines  were  not  continuous,  as  in  many 
places  the  ground  was  so  nigged,  or  the  obstacles  of 
rocks,  precipices,  and  ravines  were  so  formidable,  that 
it  was  evidently  impossible  to  overcome  them.  But 
wherever  a  passage  was  practicable,  the  approaches  to 
it  were  protected  in  the  most  imposing  manner.  If  a 
streamlet  ran  along  the  line,  it  was  carefully  dammed 
up,  so  as  to  become  impassable.  Every  morass  was 
deepened,  by  stopping  up  its  drains,  or  letting  in  the 
water  of  the  larger  rivers  by  artificial  canals  ;  redoubts 


184  THE  LIFE  OF 

oHAP.     were  placed  on  the  heights,  so  as  to  enfilade  the  plains 
"'       between  them ;  while  in  the  open  country,  where  no 
*7i^'     advantage  of  ground  was  to  be  met  with,  field-works 
were  erected,  armed  with  abundance  of  heavy  cannon. 
To  man  these  formidable  lines,  Villars  had  under  his 
command  one   hundred   and  fifty-six   battalions,   and 
two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  squadrons  in  the  field, 
numbering  seventy  thousand  infantry,  and  twenty  thou- 
sand horse.       He   had   ninety  field-guns   and  twelve 
howitzers.     There  were,  besides,  thirty-five  battalions 
iLedTArd,   and  eighty  squadrons  detached  or  in  the  forts;  and, 
Coxe,  yi.     BB  Eugeuc  soou  took  away  twelve  battalions  and  fifty 
Hut.de      squadrons  from   the  Allied  army,   the   forces   on  the 
286,287.*    opposite  sidcs,  when  they  came  to   blows,  were  very 
nearly  equal.^ 
Marlborough  took  the  field  on  the  1st  May,  with  eighty 
PUn  of  tbo  thousand  men  ;  and  his  whole  force  was  soon  grouped 
eunpMgn.    .^  ^^^  arouud  Douai.     The  headquarters  of  Villars  were 

at  Cambray  ;  but,  seeing  the  forces  of  his  adversary 
thus  accumulated  at  one  point,  he  made  a  corresponding 
concentration,  and  arranged  his  whole  disposable  forces 
between  Bouchain  on  the  right,  and  Monchy  Le  Preux 
on  the  left.  The  position  of  the  French  marshal,  which 
extended  in  a  concave  semicircle,  with  the  fortresses 
covering  either  flank,  he  considered,  and  with  reason,  as 
beyond  the  reach  of  attack.  Several  skirmishes  took 
place  between  the  two  armies  with  various  success.  Two 
hundred  men  were  lost  to  the  confederates  in  an  attack 
on  Arleux.  Villars  took  a  convoy  between  Mortagne 
and  St  Amand,  and  killed  and  wounded  four  hundred 
more.  Marlborough  had  his  revenge  in  several  attacks 
on  detached  points  along  the  line,  among  which  was 
the  redoubt  of  ^u^'g^y-     B^^  ^^is  desultory  warfare 
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did  not  suit  the  views  of  either  comiDanders.      The    chap. 

English  general  was  meditating  a  great  enterprise,  which    L 

should  at  once  deprive  the  enemy  of  all  his  defences,     ^^u. 

and  reduce  him  to  the  necessity  of  fighting  a  decisive 

battle,  or  losing  his  last  frontier  fortresses.     But  he  was 

overwhelmed  with   gloomy  anticipations ;    he  felt  his 

strength   sinking   under  his   incessant   and  protracted 

fatigues,  and  knew  well  he  was  serving  a  party  who, 

envious   of  his   fame,   were   ever  ready  to  decry  his 

achievements.     He  lay,   accordingly,  for  three  weeks,  ^ 

waiting  for  his  illustrious  colleague,  Prince  Eugene,  who  28.  huju  do 

arrived  on  the  23d  May,  m  time  to  engage  m  a  great  289,290. 

celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  victory  at  Ramilies,  289.291. 

which  had  taken  place  on  that  day.^  * 

The  close  vicinity  of  the  two  armies  led  to  a  sort  of 

17. 
tacit  armistice  between  them,  which  induced  an  occa-  ApMannce 

sional  occurrence  of  a  melancholy  and  interesting:  kind,  tender  in 

-  ■'  °  the  French 

The  Pretender  was  with  the  army  of  Villars  ;  and  his  wmy. 
tall,  graceful  figure,  the  skill  with  which  he  managed  his 
horse,  and  the  elegance  of  his  manners,  rendered  him 
an  object  of  equal  interest  to  the  troops  of  both  nations. 
Several  of  the  English  noblemen  approached  the  hostile 
videttes  when  he  was  in  sight,  to  get  a  nearer  view  of  the 
heir  of  their  royal  house  :  the  French  sentries,  in  courtesy, 
and  sympathising  with  the  feeling,  allowed  them  to 
remain  near.  Villars  had  more  in  view  than  mere 
courtesy  in  thus  showing  the  royal  prince  of  St  Ger- 

•  "  I  Bco  my  Lord  Rochester  has  gone  where  we  all  must  follow.  I  believe 
my  journey  will  be  hastened  by  the  many  vexations  I  meet  with.  I  am  sure 
I  wi»h  well  to  my  country,  and  if  I  could  do  good,  I  should  think  no  pains 
too  great ;  but  1  find  myself  decay  so  very  fust,  that  from  my  heart  and  soul 
I  wish  the  Queen  and  my  country  a  peace,  by  which  I  might  have  the  advan- 
vantngo  of  enjoying  a  little  quiet,  which  is  my  greatest  ambition/' — Marlho- 
rwigh  to  the  Du^Itcss,  25th  May  1711 ;  Coxe,  vi.  28. 
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oHAP.     mains  to  bis  lost  subjects ;  he  was  not  ignorant  of  tbe 

"•       secret  negotiation  which  the  new  ministry  were  com- 

1711.     mencing  with  Louis  XIV.,  and  hoped  to  awaken  an 

interest  in  his  favour  in  the  hearts  of  the  English  officers. 

"  The  following  day,"  says  Marshal  Villars,  "  my  Lord 

Marlborough  sent  to  request  me  no  longer  to  hazard 

^Hiftde    these  promenades.     In  effect,  I  had  no  intentions  of 

286.287.      repeating  them,  but  I  thought  it  might  be  serviceable  to 

the  young  prince  to  let  himself  be  known.*' ^ 

The  plans  of  the  Allied  generals  were  soon  formed ; 
Fatal  Uftir  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  enthusiasm  excited  by  the 
Ep^e      commemoration  of  Ramilies,  and  the  arrival  of  so  illus- 

with  hii         -    .  •  T^  A  •  1      i» 

troopiirom  tnous  a  wamor  as  Eugene,  preparations  were  made  for 
rough,        the  immediate  commencement  of  active  operations.     On 
"**    "     the  28th,  the  two  generals  reviewed  the  whole  army, 
y  illars,  on  his  part,  had  no  intention  of  declining  a  con- 
flict.   He  had  chosen  his  field  of  battle  in  an  open  plain, 
covered  on  either  flank,  well  adapted  for  the  operations 
of  cavalry,  and  had  written  to  Louis  for  permission  to 
fight.     But  their  designs  were  soon  interrupted  by  an 
event  which  changed  the  whole  fortune  of  the  campaign. 
Early  in  June,  Eugene  received  positive  orders  to  march 
to  Germany,  with  a  considerable  part  of  his  troops,  to 
oppose  a  French  force  which  was  moving  towards  the 
Rhine,  to  influence  the   approaching   election   of  the 
Emperor.      He  sent,  accordingly,  twelve  battalions  and 
"Biaribo-    fifty   squadrous   to   man    the   lines   of  Ettingen,   and 
HtJohn,  ^  cover  Frankfort,  where  the  election  was  to  take  place  ; 
171].  Dm.  and  on  his  side,  Villars  detached  first  fifteen  battalions, 
Ooze.Vi.     and  as  many  squadrons,  to  reinforce  the  troops,  and 
Hiatde      thcu   tcu   battallous,    and   twenty-six   squadrons   after 
2w,m'    them,  to  Alsace.      He  was  very  reluctant  to  make  tliis 
detachment.^     "  The  army  of  Flanders,"  says  Villai-s, 
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"was  weakened,  solely   to  have  the  credit  of  saying    chap. 

that  they  had  strengthened  that  of  Gennany/'     On    

the  13th   June,  Eugene  and  Marlborough  separated,      ^^^^• 
for  the  last  timey   with   the    deepest    expressions   of 
regret  on  both  sides,  and  with  gloomy  forebodings  of 
the  future.      The  former  marched  towards  the  Rhine 

1  Vilkn' 

with  his  twelye  battalions  and  fifty  squadrons,  while  Mem.  ii. 

174   175 

Marlborough's  whole  remaining  force  moved    to   the  Hist,  de* 
right,  across  the  Scarpe  into  the  plain  of  Lens,  in  six  292,293.' 
divisions.^ 

Though  Villars  was  relieved,  by  the  departure  of 
Eugene,  from  a  considerable  part  of  the  force  opposed  viiun' 
to  him,  and  naturally  felt  desirous  of  now  measuring  uttie  by 
his   strength   with   his  great  antagonist  in    a  decisive  Li^.^ 
afiair,  yet  he  was  restrained  from  hazarding  a  general 
engagement.     Louis,  trusting  to  the  progress  of  the  Tory 
intrigues  in  England,  and  daily  expecting  to  see  Marl- 
borough and  the  war  party  overthrown,  sent  him  positive 
orders  not  to  fight ;  and  soon  after,  the  detachment  of 
twenty-five  battalions  and  forty  squadrons,  in  two  divi- 
sions, to  the  Upper  Rhine,  to  watch  the  movements  of 
Eugene,  rendered  it  a  matter  of  necessity  for  him  to 
remain  on  the  defensive.    Marlborough,  therefore,  in  vain 
ofiered  battle,  and  drew  up  his  army  in  the  plain  of  Lens 
for  that  purpose.    Though  Villars  threw  eighteen  bridges 
over  the  Scarpe,  and  made  a  show  of  intending  to  fight, 
he  cautiously  abstained  from  any  steps  which  might 
bring  on  a  general  battle.     It  was  not  without  good « viUars' 
reason  that  Louis  thus  enjoined  his  lieutenant  to  avoid  17^177. 
compromising  his  army.^     The  progress  of  the  negotia-  brokXcor- 
tions   with  England  gave  him  the  fairest  ground  for  mtu'dl^'^' 
believing  that  he  would  obtain  nearly  all  he  desired,  ^92%^!' 
from  the  favour  with  which  he  was  regarded  by  the 
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CHAP.  British  cabinet,  without  running  any  risk.  He  had 
"•  commenced  a  separate  negotiation  with  the  court  of  St 
1711.  James's,  which  had  been  favourably  received ;  and  Mr 
Secretary  St  John  had  already  transmitted  to  Lord 
Raby,  the  new  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  a  sketch 
of  six  preliminary  articles  proposed  by  the  French  king, 
which  were  to  be  the  basis  of  a  general  peace. 

The  high  tone  of  these  proposals  proved  how  largely 
Who  had  Louis  counted  upon  the  altered  dispositions  of  the  Bri- 
p^touT  tish  cabinet.  The  Spanish  succession,  the  real  object  of 
tuiiS!)!^^^  the  war,  was  evaded.  Everything  was  directed  to  Bri- 
^^**'  tish  objects,  and  regulated  by  the  desire  to  tempt  the 
commercial  cupidity  of  England  to  the  abandonment 
of  the  great  objects  of  her  national  policy.  Real  secu- 
rity was  promised  to  the  British  commerce  with  Spain, 
the  Indies,  and  the  Mediterranean;  the  barrier  the  Dutch 
had  so  long  contended  for  was  agreed  to  ;  a  reason- 
able satisfaction  was  tendered  to  the  allies  of  England 
and  Holland ;  and  as  to  the  Spanish  succession,  it  was 
to  be  left  to  ''  new  expedients  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties  interested."  These  proposals  were  favourably 
received  by  the  British  ministry ;  they  were  in  secret 
communicated  to  the  Pensionary  Heinsius,  but  concealed 
from  the  Austrian  and  Piedmontese  plenipotentiaries; 
and  they  were  not  communicated  to  Marlborough  —  a 
decisive  proof  both  of  the  altered  feeling  of  the  cabinet 
towards  that  general,  and  of  the  consciousness  on  their 
part  of  the  tortuous  path  on  which  they  were  now 
entering.^ 

Afler  much  deliberation,  and  a  due  consideration  of 

*  *  The  Duke  of  MarIl>oroiigli  Iioh  no  comuiuuication  from  homo  on  this 
affair:  I  Kuppoise  ho  will  have  none  from  the  Hague."— 4Vr  Ikcrttary  St  Jofttt 
to  Lwrd  Rabjf,  27th  April  1711 ;  Uounobroki's  Cormp,  i.  176. 
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what  could  be  effected  by  the  diminished  force  still  at    chap. 
his  disposal,  which,  by  the  successive  drafts  to  Eugene's      "' 
army,  was   now  reduced  to  119  battalions,  and  256      *^^*' 
squadrons,   not   mustering    above    75,000   combatants,  uuiho- 
Marlborough  determined  to  break  through  the  enemy^s  tomineTto 
boasted  lines,  and,  after  doing  so,  undertake  the  siege  wlmy^t 
of  Bouchain,  the  possession  of  which  would  give  him  ^^^ 
a  solid  footing  within  the  French  frontier.     With  this 
view,  he  had  long  and  minutely  studied  the  lines  of 
Villars ;  and  he  hoped  that,  even  with  the  force  at  his 
disposal,  they  might  be  broken  through.     To  accom- 
plish this,  however,  required  an  extraordinary  combina- 
tion of  stratagem  and  force ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
Marlborough  contrived  to  unite  them,  and  bring  the  ^  Coxe,  yj. 
ardent  mind  and  lively  imagination  of  his  adversary  to  Ronaiiet,  it 
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play  into  his  hands,  to  the  defeat  of  all  the  objects  he  Hisl  de' 
had  most  at  heart,  is  perhaps  the  most  wonderful  part  295,296.' 
of  his  whole  military  achievements.^ 

During  his  encampment  at  Lewarde,  opposite  Villars, 
the  English  general  had  observed  that  a  triangular  piece  HisprojMt 
of  ground  in  front  of  the  French  position,  between  i^  this! ' 
Cambray,  Aubanchoeil-au-Bac,  and  the  junction  of  the 
Sanzet  and  Scheldt,  offered  a  position  so  strong  that  a 
small  body  of  men  might  defend  it  against  a  very  consider- 
able force.  He  resolved  to  make  the  occupation  of  this 
inconsiderable  piece  of  ground  the  pivot  on  which  the 
whole  passage  of  the  lines  should  be  effected.  A  redoubt 
at  Aubigny,  which  commanded  the  approach  by  Auban- 
choeil-au-Bac to  this  position,  was  first  carried  without 
difficulty.  Arleux,  which  was  also  fortified,  and  which 
covered  the  bridge  of  Pallue  over  the  Sanzet,  was  next 
attacked  by  seven  hundred  men,  who  issued  from  Douai 
in  the  night.      That   post   also  was  taken,  with   one 
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CHAP,     hundred  and  twenty  prisoners.     Marlborough  instantly 
^^'       used  all  imaginable  expedition  in  strengthening  it,  and 
^7ii«     to  support  it  formed  a  camp  of  reserve  on  the  glacis 
of  Douai.    Villars,  having  reconnoitred  this  latter  post, 
made  an  attempt  to  surprise  it  by  a  combined  move- 
ment from  the  side  of  Bouchain  and  from  that  of  his 
own  camp.     The  attack  took  place  on  the  night  of  the 
9  th  July ;  and,  though  he  failed  in  taking  the  work, 
he  surprised  the   Allies  at  that  point,  and  captured 
two  hundred  men  and  four  hundred  horses.      Though 
much  chagrined  at  the  success  of  this  nocturnal  attack, 
the  English  general  now  saw  his  designs  advancing  to 
maturity.    He  therefore  left  Arleux  to  its  own  resources, 
and  marched  towards  Bethune.     The  former  was  imme- 
diately attacked  by  Marshal  Montesquieu,  and,  after  a 
stout  resistance,  carried  by  the  French,  who  made  the 
iKueVi      garrison,  five  hundred  strong,  prisoners.     Villars  imme- 
Dea.  V.  *     diately  razed  Arleux  to  the  ground,  and  withdrew  his 

421-428.  "^ 

coxe,Yi.     troops;  while  Marlborough,  who  was  in  hopes  the  lure 
RoiiMot,ii.  of  these  successes  would  induce  Villars   to  hazard   a 
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Hulde'     general  engagement,  shut  himself  up  in  his  tent,  and 
297-299.      appeared  to  be  overwhelmed  with  mortification  at  the 
checks  he  had  received.^ 

Villars  was  so  much  elated  with  these  successes,  and 

23w 

Frepan-     with  tlic  accouuts  lic  rcccivcd  of  Marlborough's  chagrin, 

executing    that  hc  wrotc  to  thc  King  of  France  a  vainglorious 

ceiviDgtiM  letter,   in   which   he   boasted  that   he   had   at   length 

A^^'.       brought  his  antagonist  to  a  n^  plus  ultra.     Meanwhile 

Marlborough   sent   ofi^  his   heavy  baggage  to   Douai ; 

despatched  his  artillery,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the 

rear ;  and  with  all  imaginable  secrecy  obtained  supplies 

of  bread   for   thc   whole   troops  for  six  days.     Thus 

disencumbered  and  prepared,  lio  broke  up  at  four  in 
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the  morning  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  marched  in  eight    chap. 

columns  towards  the  front.     During  the  three  following    L 

days,  the   troops  were   kept  collected,   and  menacing      *^^^' 
sometimes  one  part  of  the  French  lines  and  sometimes 
another,  so  as  to  leave  the  real  point  of  attack  in  a  state 
of  uncertainty.     Seriously  alarmed,  Villars  concentrated 
his  whole  force  opposite  the  Allies,  in  the  portion  of  his 
lines  lying  between  the  Scarpe  and  the  Canche,  and 
drew  in  all  his  detachments,  evacuating  even  Arleux, 
the  object  of  so  much  eager  contention  some  days  before, 
and  Aubanchoeil-au-Bac  and  Pallue.     On  the  evening 
of  the  4th,  Marlborough,  affecting  great  chagrin  at  the 
check  he  had  received,  spoke  openly  to  those  around 
him  of  his  intention  of  avenging  them  by  a  general 
action,    and  pointed   to   the   direction    the    attacking 
columns  were  to  take.    He  then  returned  to  the  camp, 
and  gave  orders  to  prepare  for  battle.     Gloom  hung 
on  every  countenance  :    it  appeared  nothing  short  of 
an   act   of  madness  to   attack  an  enemy  superior  in 
number,  and   strongly  posted   in  a  camp   surrounded 
with  intrenchments,  and  bristling  with  cannon.     They 
ascribed  it  to  desperation,  produced  by  the  mortifications 
received  from  the  Government,  and  feared  that,  by  one 
rasli  act,  he  would  lose  the  fruit  of  all  his  victories. 
Proportionally  gi'eat  was  the  joy  in  the  French  camp,  Mem.  92, 
when  the  men,  never  doubting  they  were  on  the  eve  of  rough  to  Mr 
a  glorious  victory,  spent  the  night  in  the  exultation  jSn.Aug. 
which,  in  that  excitable  people,  has  so  often  been  the  Des.  v.*42r, 
prelude  to  disaster.^ 

Having  brought  the  feeling  of  both  armies  to  this 
point,  and  produced  a  concentration  of  Villars*  army  Heoas^ 
directly  in  his  front,  Marlborough,  at  dusk  on  the  4th,  wiVeSire 
ordered  the  drums  to  beat  ;  and  before  the  roll  had  a^^'4. 
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CHAP,    ceased,  directions  were  given  for  the  tents  to  be  struck. 

L    Meanwhile  Cadogan  secretly  left  the  camp,  and  met 

^711.     twenty-three  battalions  and  seventeen  squadrons,  drawn 
from  the  garrisons  of  Lille  and  Toumay,  and  other 
towns  in  the  rear,  which  instantly  marched  ;  and  con- 
tinuing to  advance  all  night,  they  passed  the  lines  rapidly 
to  the  left,  at  Aubanchoeil-au-Bac,  on  the  Sanzet,  and 
without  opposition,  at  break  of  day.    A  little  before  nine, 
the  main  Allied  army  began  to  defile  rapidly  to  the  leftj 
through  the  woods  of  Lillers  and  Neuville — Marlborough 
himself  leading  the  van,  at  the  head  of  fifty  squadrons. 
With   such   expedition    did   they  march,  still  holding 
steadily  on  to  the  left,  that  before  five  in  the  morning 
of  the  5th  they  reached  Vitry  on  the  Scarpe,  where 
they  found  pontoons  ready  for  their  passage,  and  a 
considerable  train  of  field  artillery.     At  the  same  time, 
the  English  general  received  the  welcome  intelligence  of 
Cadogan 's  success.     He  instantly  despatched  orders  to 
every  man  and  horse  to  press  forward  without  delay. 
Such  was  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  who  all  saw  the 
W96.99.  brilliant  manoeuvre  by  which  they  had  outwitted  the 
^^elVi.^  enemy,  and  rendered  all  their  labour  abortive,  that  they 
airt^'de     marched  sixteen  hours  without  once  halting ;   and  by 
m^^m!    ten  next  morning,  the  whole  had  passed  the  enemy's 
lines,  without  opposition,  and  without  firing  a  shot.^ 
Villars  received  intelligence  of  the  night-march  having 
Sxt^i-  begun  at  eleven  at  night ;  but  so  utterly  was  he  in  the 
SbS^^  dark  as  to  the  plan  his  opponent  was  pursuing,  that  he 
came  up  to  Verger,  where  Marlborough  had  drawn  up 
his  army  on  the  inner  side  of  the  lines  in  order  of  battle, 
attended  only  by  a  hundred  dragoons,  and  narrowly 
escaped  being  made  prisoner.      Altogether,  the  Allied 
troops  marched  thirty-six  miles  in  sixteen  hours,  the 
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most  part  of  them  in  the  dark,  and   crossed  sereral    chap. 
rivers,  without  either  falling  into  confusion  or  sustain-      ^^' 
ing  any  loss.     Villars,  however,  lost  none  of  his  turn  for     ^7ii. 
bravado  in  this  disaster.     Some  of  his  generals  having 
represented  the  necessity  of  retiring,  saying,  "  It  is  to 
be  feared  that  the  enemy  will  take  the  opportunity  of 
attacking  you  in  turning  the  little  stream  of  Mazquezor.^' 
"  I  will  save  them  the  trouble,^*  said  Villars  :  "  to- 
morrow I  shall  go  to  seek  them  in  the  plain  of  Cam- 
bray  :  were  I  to  make  a  step  to  the  rear,  I  should 
spread  a  panic  through  my  army,  instead  of  the  ardour 
which  now  reigns  in  it.^'   But,  despite  these  declarations, 
he  retired  without  firing  a  shot.     The  annals  of  war 
scarcely  afibrd  an  example  of  such  a  success  being  gained 
in  so  bloodless  a  manner.     The  famous  French  lines, 
which  Villars  boasted  would  form  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 
Marlborough,  had  been  passed  without  losing  a  man  ; 
the  labour  of  nine  months  was  at  once  rendered  of  no 
avail ;  and  the  French  army,  in  deep  dejection,  had  no 
alternative  but  to  retire  under  the  cannon  of  Cambray. 
When  in  this  position,  a  movement  of  Villars  showed  a 
disposition  to  cross  the  Scheldt.     To  prevent  this,  which 
would   have    frustrated    all   Marlborough^s   plans,   the 
English  general  instantly  advanced  to  within  cannon- 
shot  of  Cambray,  as  if  about  to  attack  the  French  army 
in  its  strong  position  there.     Villars  upon  this  desisted 
from  his  meditated  passage.     Whilst  the  enemy  were  Marib.iii. 
thus  held  in  check,  eight  pontoon  bridges  ^ere  thrown  gig- 
across  the  Scheldt,  below  Etrun,  and  the  Allied  army,  ▼i.'eo-es.' 
facing  to  its  left,  defiled  across  the  river,  under  a  distant  rough  to 
cannonade  from  the  guns  of  the  fortress.^    It  was  late  on  John.  Aug. 
the  evening  of  the  7th  before  the  passage  was  made  D<t.Y.  428. 
good,  and  midnight  ere,  drenched  by  a  pelting  stom 

VOL.  II.  N 
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CHAP,     the  troops  reached  the  plain  of  Avesnes  le  Sec,  where, 
^^'      destitute  of  all  shelter,  they  lay  down  to  rest. 
1711.         This  ffreat  success   at  once  restored  the  lustre  of 

26 

Great  &me  Marlborough's  reputation,  and  for  a  short  season  put 
itoibo.^  to  silence  his  detractors.  Eugene,  with  the  generosity 
^exploit  which  formed  so  striking  a  feature  in  his  character, 
wrote  to  congratulate  him  on  his  achievement;*  and 
even  Bolingbroke  admitted  that  this  bloodless  triumph 
rivalled  his  greatest  achievements,  t  The  military  writers 
on  the  Continent  are  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express 
their  admiration  at  this  great  exploit.  "  Marlborough's 
manoeuvre,"  says  Rousset,  "  covered  him  with  glory  :  it 
was  a  duel  in  which  the  English  beat  the  French  general ; 
the  armies  on  either  side  were  present  only  to  render 
the  spectacle  more  magnificent.  In  battles  and  sieges, 
fortune  and  the  valour  of  soldiers  have  often  a  great  share 
in  success ;  but  here  everything  was  the  work  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  To  gain  the  lines,  they  would 
willingly  have  compounded  for  the  loss  of  several  thou- 
sand lives  :  thanks  to  the  Duke,  they  were  won  without 
ii.  230, 231.  the  loss  of  ouc ;  that  bloodless  victory  was  entirely  owing 
to  his  wisdom.''  ^ 

**  Arleux,  about  which  so  much  noise  was  made,  was 
27. 
Opinion  of  the  source  of  all  the  events  which  followed.     It  was 

this  mcGMM.  taken,  and  that  trifling  conquest  blinded  the  enemy  :  he 

weakened  his  army  by  a  large  detachment,  and,  proud  of 

this  shadow  of  good  fortune,  he  menaced  Brabant,  and 

*  "  No  pereon  takes  a  greater  interest  in  your  concerns  than  myself; 
your  highness  has  penetrated  into  the  ne  jAm  ultra.  I  hope  the  siege 
of  Bouchain  wiU  not  last  long." — Eugene  to  Marlborough,  17th  August  1711 ; 
CoxE,  vi.  CG. 

f  *'  My  Lord  Stair  opened  to  us  tlic  general  steps  which  your  Grace  in- 
tended to  take,  in  order  to  pass  the  lines  in  one  part  or  another.  It  was, 
however,  hard  to  imagine,  and  too  much  to  hope,  that  a  plan  which  oon- 
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thought  no  more  of  his  liaes.     The  Duke  seized  the     chap. 
moment,  and,  by  a  march  shnilar  to  that  which  produced      ^^' 
the  victory  of  Oudenarde,  surprised  the  lines  without     *7ii. 
striking  a  blow.     He  refused  the  pitched  battle  which 
Villars  offered :  great  men  do  not  combat  when  their 
enemies  choose  ;  it  is  a  reason  the  more  not  to  accept  it. 
The  French  general  might  have  attacked  him :   that 
species  of  combat  suits  the  French  soldier  better  than 
the  defensiye  ;   his  valour  is  active,  and  when  he  is 
attacked  he  is  half-beaten.     But  this  was  a  feint  only ; 
and  ViUars,  penetrated  with  grief  at  having  been  out- 
witted, would  willingly  have  had  his  revenge.     But  the 
inconstancy  of  fortune,  the  impossibility  of  retreat,  and 
the  determination  formed  to   bcsie£[e   Bouchain,   were  ^  Ronsset, 

ii  231-233. 

reasons  which  fully  justified  the  Duke  in  his  determiua-  Hist,  de 

-  _  .  ,  -  ^         Marlb.  iii. 

tion  to  leave  nothing  to  chance,  and  not  to  trust  to  for-  306, 307. 
tune  what  genius  had  secured.'^  ^ 

Marlborough  immediately  commenced  the  siege  of 
Bouchain  ;  but  this  was  an  enterprise  of  no  small  difiS-  Commenee- 
culty,  as  it  was  to  be  accomplished  on  very  difiScult  siege  of 
ground,  in  presence  of  an  army  superior  in  force.     The  Augiut  8.' 
investment  was  formed  on  the  second  day  after  the  lines 
had  been  passed,  and  the  important  piece  of  ground 
lying  between  the  Scheldt  and  the  Cette  occupied,  which 
might  have  enabled  Villars  to  communicate  with  the 
town,  and  regain  a  defensible  position.     On  the  morning 
of  the  8th  August  a  bridge  was  thrown  over  the  Scheldt 

Bisted  of  so  many  parts,  wherein  so  many  different  corps  were  to  co-operate 
personally  together,  should  entirely  succeed,  and  no  one  article  fail  of  what 
your  Grace  had  projected.  I  most  heartily  congratulate  your  Grace  on  this 
great  event,  of  which  I  think  no  more  needs  be  said,  than  that  you  have 
obtained,  without  losing  a  man,  such  an  advantage  as  we  should  have  been 
glad  to  have  purchased  with  the  loss  of  several  thousand  lives." — Mr  Secretary 
St  John  to  Marlb&roftgh,  Slst  July  1711 ;  Detp.  v.  429. 
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CHAP,  at  Neuyille,  below  Bouchain,  and  sixty  squadrons  passed 
'^'  over,  which  barred  the  road  from  Douai.  Yillars  upon 
1711.  this  threw  thirty  battalions,  under  Albergotti,  across  the 
Senzet,  and  made  himself  master  of  a  hill  above,  on 
which  he  began  to  erect  works»  which  would  have  kept 
open  his  communications  with  the  town  on  its  western 
front  Marlborough  at  once  saw  this  design,  and  at  first 
determined  to  storm  the  works  ere  they  were  completed ; 
and,  with  this  view,  General  Collier,  with  a  strong  bodj 
of  troops,  was  secretly  passed  over  the  river.  But  Villars, 
having  heard  of  the  design,  not  only  strongly  reinforced 
Albergotti,  but  attacked  the  Allied  posts  at  Ivry  with 
such  vigour  that  Marlborough  was  obliged  to  counter- 
march to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Scheldt  in  haste,  to 
be  at  hand  to  support  them.  Baffled  in  this  attempt, 
Marlborough  erected  a  chain  of  works  on  the  right  bank 
1  Maribo-    of  the  Scheldt,  from  Houdain,  through  Ivry,  to  the  Cette, 

roufl4i  to  o  J 

MrSec  St  near  Haspres,  while  Cadoc^an  strengthened  himself  with 
10, 1711.  similar  works  on  the  left.  Villars,  however,  still  retained 
Coxe/Ti.  '  the  fortified  position  which  has  been  mentioned,  and 
Hut.*de      which  kept  up  his  communication  with  the  town :  and 

M*rlb.iu.       _  .!.«.*•  1  .  ,  ,     ,   \ 

SOS,  S04.     the  cutting  him  on  from  this  was  another,  and  the  last, 
of  Marlborough's  brilliant  field  operations.^ 

Bouchain  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Senzet  and 
intoroiting  thc  Schcldt.     The  Senzet  divides  the  town  into  two 

operations 

SdirStf-  parts,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Scheldt,  which  bounds 
ito  profTMt.  it  on  the  east,  produces  a  large  inundation,  traversed 
only  by  narrow  causeways.  The  enemy,  posted  between 
the  Senzet  and  the  Scheldt,  could  either  introduce  sup- 
plies through  the  inundation,  or,  crossing  the  Senzet, 
could  open  a  communication  with  it  on  the  west.  The 
garrison,  including  a  reinforcement  of  eleven  hundred 
men  thrown  in  by  Villars,  amounted  to  nearly  six  thou- 
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sand  men.     Notwithstanding  all  the  diligence  with  which    chap. 
Villars  laboured  to  strengthen  his  men  on  this  important      '^ 
position,  he  could  not  equal  the  activity  with  which  the     ^7^^* 
English  general  strove  to  supplant  them.     Dui*ing  the 
night  of  the  13  th  three  redoubts,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Senzet,  were  marked  out,  which  would  have  completed 
the  French    marshal's   communication  with  the  town. 
But  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  they  were  all  stormed 
by  a  large  body  of  the  Allied  troops  before  the  works 
could  be  armed.     That  same  day  the  Allies  carried  their 
zig-zag  down  to  the  very  edge  of  the  morasses,  caused 
by  the  inundation  between  the  Senzet  and  the  Scheldt, 
which  adjoined  Bouchain  on  the  south,  so  as  to  command 
a  causeway   through  the  marshes  from  that  town  to 
Cambray,  which  the  French  still  held,  communicating 
with  the  besieged  town.     But,  to  complete  the  invest- 
ment, it  was  necessary  to  win  this  causeway ;  and  this 
last  object  was  gained  by  Marlborough  with  equal  daring 
and  success.      A  battery,  commanding  the  road,  had 
been  placed  by  Villars  in  a  redoubt  garrisoned  by  six 
hundred  men,  supported  by  three  thousand  more  close 
in  their  rear.     Marlborough,  with  incredible  labour  and 
diligence,  constructed  two  roads,  made  of  fascines,  one 
from  the  side  of  the  Senzet,  and  one  from  that  of  the 
Scheldt,  through  part  of  the  marsh,  so  as  to  render  it 
passable  to  foot-soldiers ;  and,  on  the  night  of  the  16th, 
six  hundred  chosen  grenadiers  were  sent  across  them  to  i  Maribo. 
attack  the  intrenched  battery.     They  rapidly  advanced  m?^.  st. 
in  the  dark  till  the  fascine  paths  ended,  and  then,  boldly  u,  17,1^ 
plunging  into  the  marsh,  struggled  on,  with  the  water  DeV  ▼.  445, 
often  up  to  their  arm-pits,  till  they  reached  the  foot  of  Hisl  de 
the  intrenchment,  into  which  they  rushed,  without  firing  aorlsdi*'' 
a  shot,  with  fixed  bayonets.^     So   complete  was   the 
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CHAP,     surprise  that  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  guns 

^'      with  the  loss  only  of  six  men  :  the  work  was  carried  ; 

1711.     and  with  such  diligence  were  its  defences  strengthened 

that  before  morning  it  was  in  a  condition  to  bid  defiance 

to  any  attack. 

Villars  was  now  effectuallj  cut  off  from  Bouchain, 
Fall  of  Boa-  and  thc  operations  of  the  siege  were  conducted  with 

cbun.  Sept* 

12.  the  utmost  vigour.      On  the  night  of  the  21st,  the 

trenches  were   opened ;    three   separate  attacks   were 
pushed  at  the  same  time  against  the  eastern,  western, 
and  southern  faces  of  the  town,  and  a  huge  train  of 
heavy  guns   and  mortars   thundered  upon  the   works 
without  intermission.     The  progress  of  the  operations, 
notwithstanding  a  vigorous  defence  by  the  besieged,  was 
unusually  rapid.     As  fast  as  the  outworks  were  breached 
they  were  stormed ;  and  repeated  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Villars  to  raise  the  siege  were  baf9ed  by  the  skilful 
disposition  and  strong  ground  taken  by  Marlborough 
with  the  covering  army.     At  length,  on  the  12th  Sep- 
tember,  as    the  counterscarp    was  blown    down,   the 
rampart  breached,  and  an   assault  of  the  fortress  in 
preparation,  the  chamade  was  heard,  **  the  sad  signal,'' 
says  the  French  annalist  of  the  siege,  *^  which  terminated 
the  Idst,  as  it  had  done  all  the  other  sieges  of  Marl- 
borough."    The  governor  agreed  to  capitulate  ;  and  the 
de  iiATib.'   garrison,  still  three  thousand  strong,  marched  out  upon 
iSuribo-      the  glacis,  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  conducted 
M^^st  prisoners  to  Tournay.     There  was  some  difference  as  to 
u,i*7nf^  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  the  besieged  insisting  that 
cow'y'u  '  they  had  surrendered  on  the  same  conditions  as  the 

78-88. 

Hilt  d«      garrison  of  Tournay  ;  but  the  English  general  insisted 

di6-3ia      on  their  being  prisoners  of  war.^     The  two  armies  then 

remained  in  theur  respective  positions,  the  French  under 
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the  cannon  of  Cambraj,  the  Allied  in  the  middle  of    chap. 
their  lines,  resting  on   Bouchain.     Marlborough  here      ^^' 
gave  proof  of  the  courtesy  of  his  disposition,  as  well  as     ^7H. 
of  his  respect  for  exalted  learning  and  piety,  by  planting 
a  detachment  of  his  troops  to  protect  the  estates  of 
Fen^on,  archbishop  of  Cambray,  and  to  conduct  the 
grain  from  thence  to  the  dwelling  of  the  illustrious  pre- 
late in  the  town,  which  now  began  to  be  straitened  for 
provisions. 

The  following  letter,  from  a  Hanoyerian  officer  em- 
ployed in  the  siege,  conyeys  a  clear  idea  of  the  merit  of  Refleetioni 
this,  the  last  and  not  the  least  memorable  of  Marl-  li^  bj » 
borough's  exploits — "  At  last  we  are  masters  of  Bou-  oarcot^ 
chain  :  the  siege  was  short  but  vigorous ;  every  day  *'**^  **  **■ 
was  signalised  by  some  action  of  ^clat.  The  garrison 
was  numerous  and  amply  provided  with  everything ;  they 
were  made  prisoners  of  war  in  presence  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  made  the  utmost  efforts  to  succour 
them.  If  you  reflect  on  the  position  of  the  armies,  the 
situation  of  the  town,  the  intrenched  position  of  the 
French  in  the  environs  of  Warneckin  ;  the  communica- 
tion across  the  marsh,  which  gave  reason  to  fear  that 
the  siege  would  come  to  resemble  that  of  Verue  or 
Kaiserworth ;  the  works  constructed  to  cut  off  that  com- 
munication, worthy  of  those  of  Julius  CsDsar  or  Alexander 
Famese ;  the  trenches  opened  between  the  intrenchments 
of  the  enemy  and  the  town  ; — it  must  be  admitted  that 
this  siege  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  prodigies  of 
war.  Those  of  Alexia  by  Csesar  and  of  Ostend  may 
have  been  longer,  but  they  were  less  glorious.  You 
could  not  fire  a  cannon-shot  from  the  trenches  without 
Yillars  seeing  its  smoke :  he  omitted  nothing  which 
could  interrupt  or  suspend  our  works ;  if  he  forgot  him- 


200  THE   LIFE   OF 

CHAP,    self  at  one  passage  of  his  lines,  he  resumed  his  whole 

^'      vigour  and  courage  to  make  us  repent  of  the  attempt. 

1711.     Vain  hope !     Our  general,  invincible  on  all  sides,  has 

foreseen  and  penetrated  all  his  enterprises ;  and  while 

iHiit.de    everything  was  on  fire  around  him,  he  alone  appeared 

Marlb.  iii.  >f  o  x  «^ 

819, 320.  calm  and  collected,  solely  occupied  with  the  good  of  the 
army  and  the  interests  of  Europe.'*^ 

After  the  reduction  of  Bouchain,  Marlborough  was 
Ostensible  auxious  to  commeucc  without  delay  the  siege  of  Ques- 
tions  for  noy,  the  capture  of  which  would,  in  that  quarter,  have 
md'seeret  entirely  broken  through  the  French  barrier.  He  vigor- 
for  peaee  by  ously  Stimulated  his  own  government  accordingly,  as 

the  minis-  n  i  i         tt  i 

tnr,8epk  wcll  as  that  at  the  Hague,  to  prepare  the  necessary 
supplies  and  magazines,  and  expressed  a  sanguine  hope 
that  the  capture  of  this  last  stronghold  would  be  the 
means  of  bringing  about  the  grand  object  of  his  ambi- 
tion— a  general  peace.*  The  ministry,  to  appearance, 
went  with  alacrity  into  his  projects,  and  everything 
seemed  to  promise  another  great  success,  closing  the 
campaign  with  honour,  and  probably  leading  to  a 
glorious  and  lasting  peace.  Mr  Secretary  St  John,  in 
particular,  wrote  in  the  warmest  style  of  cordiality, 
approving  the  project  in  his  own  name  as  wcll  as  in 
that  of  the  Queen,  and  reiterating  the  assurances  that 
the  strongest  representations  had  been  made  to  the 
Dutch,  with  a  view  to  their  hearty  concurrence.  But 
all  this  was  a  mere  cover  to  conceal  what  the  Tories 

*  "  The  sicgo,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  me,  shall  be  pushed  with  all  pos- 
sible vigour,  and  I  do  not  altogether  despair  but  that,  fh>m  the  success  of 
this  campaign,  we  may  hear  of  some  advances  made  towards  that  which  we 
eo  much  desire.  And  I  shall  esteem  it  much  the  happiest  part  of  my  life,  if 
I  can  be  instrumental  in  putting  a  good  end  to  the  war,  which  grows  so 
burdensome  to  our  country,  as  well  as  to  our  alliea.** — Jlarlborovgh  to  Lord 
Oc/ord,  Aug.  20,  1711 ;  Coxb,  vi.  92. 
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had  really  been  doing  to  OTerturn  Marlborough,  and    chap. 
abandon  the  main  objects  of  the  war.     Unknown  to       '^' 
him,  the  secret   negotiation  with   the  French  cabinet,      '7ii. 
through  Torcj  and  the  British  ministers,  by  the  agency 
of  Mesnager,  had  been  making  rapid   progress.     No 
representations  about  providing  supplies  were  made  to 
the  Dutch,  who  were  fully  in  the  secret  of  the  pending 
negotiation  ;  and  on  the  27th  September,  preliminaries 
of  peace,  on  the  basis  of  the  seven  articles  proposed  by 
Louis,  were  signed  by  Mesnager  on  the  part  of  France, 
and  by  the  two  English  secretaries  of  state,  in  virtue  of  92,99. 
a  special  warrant  from  the  Queen.^ 

The   conditions  of  these  preliminaries,  which   were 

83. 

afterwards  embodied  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  were  conditioiii 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  Queen's  title  to  the  throne,  umiuM 
and  of  the  Protestant  succession,  by  Louis  ;  an  engage-  ]!^i^Td.'* 
ment  to  take  all  just  and  reasonable  measures  that  the 
crowns  of  France  and  Spain  should  never  be  united  on 
the  same  head  ;  the  providing  a  sufficient  barrier  to 
the  Dutch,  the  Empire,  and  the  house  of  Austria ;  and 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  on  a  proper  equivalent. 
But  the  crown  of  Spain  was  left  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
and  no  provision  whatever  was  made  to  exclude  a  Bour- 
bon prince  from  succeeding  to  it.  Thus  the  main  object 
of  the  contest — the  exclusion  of  the  Bourbon  family 
from  the  throne  of  Spain — was  abandoned  :  and  at  the 
close  of  the  most  important,  successful,  and  glorious  war 
ever  waged  by  England,  terms  were  agreed  to  which 
left  to  France  advantages  such  as  could  scarcely  have 

■  Coz0  Ti 

been  hoped  for  by  the  Cabinet  of  Versailles  as  the  fruit  175-180.  * 
of  a  long  series  of  victories.^ 

As  the  new  ministers  anticipated  the  most  energetic 
opposition  from  Marlborough,  to  a  treaty  which  threatened 
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CHAP,     to  deprive  the  nation  of  the  whole  fruit  of  its  sacrifices 
^^'       and  his  victories,  they  resorted  to  the  most  disgraceful 
1711.     means  to  thwart  his  opposition  and  lessen  his  influence, 
infamou     To  accomplish  this  object,  thej  scrupled  not  to  make  use 
wUch^^     of  the  utmost  licentiousness  and  the  most  envenomed 
Tough^      shafts  of  the  press,  and  let  loose  the  whole  artillery  of  a 
^ToriM.  malignant  party,  clothed  in  the  style  and  language  best 
calculated  to  inflame  and  pervert  the  public  mind.     The 
nature  and  effect  of  their  calumnies  may  be  judged  of 
by  the  following  passage  from  Smollett — a  historian 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  fame  of  the  illustrious  general : 
"  Marlborough,  who  but  a  few  months  before  had  been 
so  highly  extolled  and  caressed  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  was  now  become  the  object  of  Parliamentary 
hatred  and  censure,  though  no  sensible  alteration  had 
happened  in  his  conduct  or  success.     That  hero,  who 
had  retrieved  the  glory  of  the  British  arms— won  so 
many  battles — subdued  such  a  number  of  towns  and 
districts — humbled  the  pride  and  checked  the  ambition 
of  France — secured  the  liberty  of  Europe,  and,  as  it 
were,   chained  victory  to  his  chariot  wheels — was  in 
a   few   weeks   dwindled  into    an   object  of  contempt 
and  derision.     He  was  ridiculed  in  libels,  and  reviled 
in   private   conversation.      Instances  were  everywhere 
repeated  of  his  fraud,  avarice,  and  extortion;    of  his 
indolence,  cruelty,  ambition,  and  misconduct.     Even  his 
C10.S20.   courage  was  called  in  question  ;    and  this  consummate 
general  was  represented  as  the  lowest  of  mankind.^'  ^ 
When  this  was  the  view  taken  of  the  military  achiev- 
MftUgBMit    ments  and  character  of  the  illustrious  hero,  it  was  not  to 
mutf^     be  supposed  that  the  campaign  of  1 71 1,  fniitful  as  it  had 
ounraign     bccu  in  grcat  and  glorious  deeds,  was  to  pass  over  with- 
out the  usual  amount  of  malignant  misrepresentation. 
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It  was  not,  accordinglj,  spared  on  the  occasion.     The    chap. 
passage  of  the  French  lines — ^perhaps  the  most  marvel-      "' 
lous  exploit  in   the  whole  war,   and  which   St  John      ^^^^' 
himself  admitted  had  outdone  all  Marlborough's  former 
achieyements — was  called  "  the  crossing  of  the  kennel ; " 
and  whatever  honour  might  attach  to  the  enterprise  was 
ascribed  to  the  Count  of  Hompesch,  who  led  the  van- 
guard.    The  siege  of  Bouchain  was  stigmatised  as  an 
inexorable  sacrifice  of  sixteen  thousand  men  for  no  other 
object  but  the  capture  of  a  dovecot.      Marlborough, 
who,  like  many  other  great  men,  was  unfortunately  of  a 
very  sensitive  disposition,  felt  these  lampoons  with  a 
degree  of  anguish  which  appears  certainly  somewhat 
strange  in  a  wamor  advanced  in  years,  and  long  habi-  iw,  120. 
tuated  to  the  crosses  and  vexations  of  public  life.^  * 

It  was  at  first  insinuated  that  they  were  only  in 
defence   against    attacks   which    had    emanated    from  MMibo^ 
Dr  Hans,  Marlborough's  chaplain ;  but  this  was  decidedly  lifter  to 
disproved.     Harley,  on  being  applied  to  on  the  subject  these  iibeii. 
of  these  libels  by  the  Duke,  expressed  the  utmost  ab- 
horrence of  them,  and  an  earnest  wish  that  their  author 
could  be  discovered  and  punished.     "  I  do  assure  your  "  Lord  Ox- 
Grace,"  said  he  in  reply,  "  that  I  abhor  the  practice  of  Maribo- 
libels,  as  mean  and  disingenuous.^     I  have  made  it  so  19,1711. 
familiar  to  myself  by  some  years'  experience,  that,  as  I  12^^  123. 
know  I  am  every  week,  if  not  every  day,  in  some  libel 

*  "  The  authors  of  those  papers,  as  well  on  the  ono  side  as  the  other,  are 
not  only  my  enemies,  but  they  are  yours,  my  lord — they  are  enemies  to  tlie 
Queen,  and  poison  to  her  subjects ;  and  it  would  be  worth  the  while  to  make 
a  strict  search  after  them,  that  the  punishment  they  deserve  may  be  inflicted 
upon  them.  But  all  the  remedy,  all  the  case,  I  can  at  present  expect  under 
this  mortification  is,  that  you,  my  lord,  would  do  mo  the  favour  to  believe 
me  in  noway  the  abettor  or  encourager  of  what  has  given  mo  a  mortal  wound ; 
but  I  will  endeavour  to  bear  up  under  it** — Marlborough  to  Lord  Oxford,  Oct. 
19, 1711 ;  CoxB,  V.  122. 
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CHAP,     or  another,  so  I  would  willingly  compound  that  all  the 

'^      ill-natured  scribblers  should  have  license  to  write  ten 

1711.     times  more  against  me,  upon  condition  they  would  write 

against  nobody  else.     I  do  assure  your  Grace,  I  neither 

know,  nor  desire  to  know,  any  of  the  authors  ;  and  as  I 

heartily  wish  this  barbarous  war  at  an  end,  I  shall  be 

yery  ready  to  take  my  part  in  suppressing  them."' 

The   object,   however,  of  the   Tories,   in   spreading 

Of. 

Raai  object  thoso  libcls  agaiust  Marlborough,  was  too  important  to 
in  these  at-  be  casily  relinquished  ;  and  accordingly,  notwithstand- 
Mmribo-  ing  the  disclaimer  of  their  chief,  they  persevered  in 
'**"*  '  them  with  the  most  unrelenting  virulence.  They  were 
already  far  engaged,  without  his  knowledge  or  concur- 
rence, in  a  clandestine  negotiation  for  peace ;  and  the 
credit,  even  the  existence  of  the  ministry,  was  staked 
on  its  being  favourably  received  by  the  nation.  They 
dreaded  therefore  the  denunciation  by  the  great  general, 
who  had  so  gloriously  conducted  the  war,  of  a  peace 
which  should  abandon  all  its  advantages,  and  leave  the 
enemy  in  possession  of  the  vantage-ground  so  threaten- 
ing to  Europe,  which  had  been  the  object  of  contention 
from  its  commencement.  They  were  in  the  utmost 
alarm  at  the  thoughts  of  the  victor  of  Blenheim  de- 
nouncing a  peace  which  could  only  have  been  justified 
if  the  Allies  had  been  defeated  on  that  glorious  field. 
The  national  feelings  might  be  roused — the  public  in- 
dignation directed  to  a  wrong  quarter.  Impressed 
with  this  idea,  and  being  well  aware  how  easy  it  is  to 
raise  a  general  outcry  against  a  public  man  on  the  most 
slender  foundation,  in  anything  connected  with  money 
transactions,  they  resolved  to  assail  the  absent  general 
i23w**'  ^ '  directly  on  this  subject^  By  so  doing,  they  hoped  he 
might  be  awed  into  silence  on  the  peace ;  or,  if  he  still 
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persisted,  discredited ;  and  the  course  pursued  for  these    ohap. 
ends  was  this  : —  ^^' 

A  board,  consisting  of  Parliamentary  commissioners,      i7ii. 
had  been  sitting  for  some  time  to  inquire  into  certain  curgM 
alleged  abuses  in  the  application  of  the  public  money  in  J^i!Lt 
the  war  in  Flanders.     They  had  examined  Sir  Solomon  roa^h  of 
Medina,  contractor  for  the  supply  of  bread  and  bread-  bJIdST"' 
waggons  for  the  forces  in  the  Netherlands  in  the  pay  mo^niy. 
of  the  British  Government,  and  he  deponed  that  he  had 
privately  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, from    1707  to  1710   inclusive,  annual  sums 
amounting  in  all  to  £63,319.     This  deposition  being 
mysteriously  whispered,  eagerly  sought  after,  and  indus- 
triously circulated  by  the  partisans  of  Government  as 
a  state  secret,  soon  became  generally  known  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  was  anxiously  laid  hold  of  by 
the  partisans  of  Administration   and   the  enemies  of 
Marlborough.       No    sooner    did    he    hear    of    these 
calumnies    than    Marlborough   transmitted    from    the 

1  Coxa  vi 

Hague,  through  Mr  Craggs,  a  brief  but  decisive  refu-  i24-i2«. ' 
tation  of  the  charge  in  the  following  terms  : —  ^ 

"  Gentlemen, — Having  been  informed,  upon  my  ar- 
rival here  yesterday,  that   Sir   Solomon   Medina  had  M«rib^ 
acquainted  you  with  my  having  received  several  sums  of  dt^e  nfol 
money  from  him,  that  it  may  make  the  less  impression  ciu!^? 
upon  you,  I  would  lose  no  time  in  letting  you  know  that 
this  is  no  more  than  what  has  always  been  allowed  as  a 
perquisite  to  the  general  or  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  in  the  Low  Countries,  both  before  the  Revolution 
and  since ;  and  I  do  assure  you,  at  the  same  time,  that 
whatever  sums  I  have  received   on  that  account  have 
constantly  been  applied  for  the  service  of  the  public,  in 
keeping  secret  correspondence,  and  getting  intelligence  of 
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CHAP,     the  enemy's  motives  and  designs ;  and  it  has  fallen  so 
^^'      short  that  I  take  leave  to  acquaint  you  with  another 

1711-  article  that  has  been  applied  to  the  same  use,  and  which 
arises  from  her  Majesty's  warrant,  whereof  the  enclosed 
is  a  copy,  though  this  does  not  properly  relate  to  the 
public  accounts,  being  a  free  gift  from  the  foreign  troops. 
You  will  have  observed  by  the  several  establishments, 
that,  before  the  late  King's  death,  when  the  Parliament 
voted  40,000  men  for  the  quota  of  England,  in  the 
Low  Countries,  21,612  were  to  be  foreigners,  and  the 
rest  English  :  for  the  last  they  gave  £10,000  a-year  for 
intelligence,  and  other  contingencies,  without  account ; 
but  his  Majesty  being  sensible,  by  the  experience  of  the 
last  war,  that  this  sum  would  not  every  way  answer  that 
service,  and  being  unwilling  to  apply  for  any  more  to 
the  Parliament,  he  was  pleased  to  order  that  the  foreign 
troops  should  contribute  2^  per  cent  towards  it ;  and 
I  being  then  his  ambassador  and  commander-in-chief 
abroad,  he  directed  me  to  propose  it  to  them,  with  an 
assurance  that  they  should  have  no  other  stoppage  made 
from  their  pay.  This  they  readily  agreed  to  ;  and  her 
Majesty  was  afterwards  pleased  to  confirm  it  by  her 
warrant,  upon  my  acquainting  her  with  the  use  it  was 
intended  for  ;  and  it  has  accordingly  been  applied,  from 
time  to  time,  for  intelligence  and  secret  service,  with 
such  success  that,  next  to  the  blessing  of  God  on  the 
bravery  of  our  troops,  we  may,  in  a  great  measure, 
attribute  most  of  the  advantages  of  the  war  in  this 
country  to  the  timely  and  good  advices  procured  with  the 
help  of  this  money.  And  now.  Gentlemen,  as  I  have 
laid  the  whole  matter  very  fairly  before  you,  and  that 
I  hope  you  will  allow  I  have  served  my  Queen  and 
country  with  that  zeal  and  faithfulness  which  becomes 
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an  honest  man,  the  fayour  I  am  to  entreat  of  you  is,     chap. 

that,  when  you  make  your  report  to  the  Parliament,  you    

will  lay  this  before  them  in  its  true  light,  so  as  that  ^^ii. 
they  may  see  this  necessary  and  important  part  of  the 
war  has  been  proTided  for,  and  carried  on,  without  any 
other  expense  to  the  public  than  the  £10,000  a-year; 
and  I  flatter  m/self  that,  when  the  accounts  of  the  army 
in  Flanders  come  under  your  consideration,  you  will  be 
sensible  the  service  on  this  side  has  been  carried  on  with  lo  Anne, 

1711         * 

all  the  economy  and  good  husbandry  that  was  possible.  io5o|  i05i. 
— I  am.  Gentlemen,  kc. 

"  Mablbobough.''!  ♦ 
Marlborough  felt  deeply  chagrined  at  this  clandestine 
negotiation,  and  the  atrocious  charges  against  himself,  Maribol 
intended  to  destroy  his  means  of  opposing  it,  which  not  ImL  vTme 
only  deprived  him  of  the  main  object  for  which,  during  anL^ciL- 
his  great  career,  he  had  been  contonding,  but  evinced  coml^^' 
a  duplicity  and  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  his 
own  Government,  at  its  close,  which  was  a  melancholy 
return  for  his  inestimable  services.f      But  it  was  of 
no  avail :  the  secession  of  England  proved,  as  he  had 
foreseen  from  the  outset,  a  death-blow  to  the  confe- 
deracy.    Finding  that  nothing  more  was  to  be  done, 
either  at  the  head  of  the  army  or  in  directing  the  ne- 
gotiations, he  returned  home  by  the  Brille,  after  put- 

*  To  this  momorial  was  annexed  the  Queen's  warrant,  countersigned  by 
Sir  Charles  Hedges,  Secretary  of  State,  authorising  the  retention  of  the  2^ 
per  cent— Pari  Iliat.,  vL  1052. 

f  "  As  you  have  given  me  encouragement  to  enter  into  the  strictest  confi- 
dence with  you,  I  beg  yotir  friendly  advice  in  what  manner  I  am  to  conduct 
myself.  Tou  cannot  but  imagine  it  would  bo  a  terrible  mortification  for  me 
to  pass  by  the  Hague  when  our  plenipotentiaries  are  there,  and  myself  a 
stranger  to  their  transactions ;  and  what  hopes  can  I  have  of  any  countenance 
at  home,  if  I  am  not  thought  fit  to  be  trusted  abroad  ?** — Marlborough  to  the 
Lord-Treoiurer,  21st  Oct  1711. 
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CHAP,     ting  his  army  into  winter-quarters,  and  landed  at  Green- 
"'      wich  on  the  1 7th  November.    Though  well  aware  of  the 
1711.     private  envy,  as  well  as  political  hostility,  of  which  he 
was  the  object,  and  perfectly  conscious  that  the  charges 
against  him  had  been  brought  forward  with  no  other 
view  but  to  overawe  or  neutralise  his  hostility  to  the 
treaty  which  was  in  dependence,  he  did  nothing  that 
could  lower  or  compromise  his  high  character  and  lofty 
position  ;  but,  in  an  interview  with  the  Queen,  fully 
expressed  his  opinion  on  the  impolicy  of  the  course 
which  her  ministers  were  now  adopting.*     He  adopted 
the  same  manly  course  in  the  noble  speech  which  he  made 
in  his  place  in  Parliament,  on  the  debate  on  the  Address. 
Ministers  had  put  into  the  royal  speech  the  unworthy 
expression, — "  I  am  glad  to  tell  you,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  arts  of  those  who  delight  in  war^  both  place  and 
time  are  appointed  for  opening  the  treaty  of  a  general 
broke^t-  peace.*'     Lord  Anglesea  followed  this  up  by  declaring, 
c^'e,'Ti.  '  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  the  country  might  have 
PAri.Hut.  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  peace  soon  after  the  battle  of 
\m,   '     Ramilies,  ^'  if  it  had  not  been  deferred  by  some  person 
whose  interest  it  was  to  prolong  the  war.'*  ^ 

Rising  upon  this,  with  inexpressible  dignity,  and 
UtJb^  turning  to  where  the  Queen  sat,  Marlborough  said — "  I 
w^piJh  appeal  to  the  Queen,  whether  I  did  not  constantly,  while 
Hoo^  of  I  ^^  plenipotentiary,  give  her  Majesty  and  her  Council 
foTrfuT'  *^  account  of  all  the  propositions  which  were  made ; 
and  whether  I  did  not  desire  instruction  for  my  conduct 
on  this  subject.     I  can  declare  with  a  good  conscience, 

*  «  I  hear  that,  in  his  conyenation  with  the  Queen,  the  Dtike  of  Marl- 
borough has  spoken  against  what  we  are  doing  ;  in  short,  his  fate  hangs 
heayy  upon  him,  and  he  has  of  late  pursued  every  counsel  which  was  worst 
for  \iitnr—Bol%ng^>rohi'i  LtUen,  L  480— Not.  24,  171 1. 
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in  the  presence  of  her  Majesty,  of  this  illustrious  assem-  chap. 
bly,  and  of  God  himself,  who  is  infinitely  superior  to  all  "' 
the  powers  of  the  earth,  and  before  whom,  by  the  ordi-  *7ii. 
nary  course  of  nature,  I  shall  soon  appear  to  render  an 
account  of  my  actions,  that  I  was  Yery  desirous  of  a 
safe,  honourable,  and  lasting  peace,  and  was  very  far 
from  wishing  to  prolong  the  war  for  my  own  private 
advantage,  as  several  libels  and  discourses  have  most 
falsely  insinuated.  My  great  age,  and  my  numerous 
fatigues  in  war,  make  me  ardently  wish  for  the  power  to 
enjoy  a  quiet  repose,  in  order  to  think  of  eternity.  As 
to  other  matters,  I  have  not  the  least  inducement,  on 
any  account,  to  desire  the  continuance  of  the  war  for 
my  own  interest,  since  my  services  have  been  so  gener- 
ously rewarded  by  her  Majesty  and  her  Parliament ;  but 
I  think  myself  obliged  to  make  such  an  acknowledgment 
to  her  Majesty  and  my  country,  that  I  am  always  ready 
to  serve  them,  whenever  my  duty  may  require,  to  obtain 
an  honourable  and  lasting  peace.  Yet  I  can  by  no 
means  acquiesce  in  the  measures  that  have  been  taken 
to  enter  into  a  negotiation  of  peace  with  France,  upon 
the  foot  of  some  pretended  preliminaries,  which  are  now 
circulated  ;  since  my  opinion  is  the  same  as  that  of  most 
of  the  Allies,  that  to  leave  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 
to  the  house  of  Bourbon  will  be  the  entire  ruin  of 

1  W       1     TT*    4 

Europe^  which  I  have  with  all  fidelity  and  humility  Dec.  io, 
declared  to  her  Majesty,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  wait  losal 
upon  her  after  my  arrival  from  Holland."^ 

This  manly  declaration,  delivered  in  the  most  em- 
phatic manner,  produced  a  great  impression.     It  was  Resolution 
warmly  supported  by  Cowper,  Halifax,  Bishop  Burnet,  ag«ipit 
and  several  other  Peers.     The  defence  of  Ministers  was  ISXpeen. 
very  feeble  :  it  consisted  merely  in  this — that,  since  peace 

VOL.  IT.  0 


* 
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CHAP,  and  war  were  within  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  it 
^^'  was  not  proper  to  offer  any  advice  or  give  any  opinion 
^^'^-  on  the  subject.  The  Whig  majority,  however,  was 
predominant  in  that  assembly  ;  and  a  resolution  against 
Ministers,  and  an  address  embodying  these  sentiments^ 
were  carried  in  the  House  of  Peers  by  a  majority  of 
twelve,  the  numbers  being  sixty-four  to  fifty-two.  To 
this  address  the  Queen  replied,  "I  take  your  thanks 
kindly,  but  should  be  sorry  that  any  one  should  think  I 
would  not  do  my  utmost  to  recover  Spain  and  the  West 
Indies  from  the  house  of  Bourbon!*  In  the  Commons, 
however.  Ministers  had  a  large  majority  :  an  amendment 
moved,  ^^  that  the  House  did  not  doubt  that  care  would 
be  taken  that  Spain  and  the  Indies  should  not  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  any  branch  of  the  house  of  Bourbon, 
which  might  endanger  the  safety  of  her  Majesty's  person 
and  Government,  the  Protestant  Succession,  the  honse 
of  Hanover,  and  the  liberty  of  Europe,  was  negatived 
by  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  votes  to  a  hundred  and 
six;''  and  an  address  containing  expressions  similar  to 
those  used  by  Lord  Anglesea,  reflecting  on  Marlborough, 
was  introduced  and  carried.  The  words  used  were, 
"  We  presume  to  assure  your  Majesty  we  will  take  all 
possible  care  to  preserve  that  unanimity  your  Majesty 
has  recommended  to  us,  and  use  our  utmost  endeavours 
to  disappoint  as  well  the  arts  and  desires  of  those  who 
delight  in  war^  as  the  hopes  the  enemies  may  vainly 
vi  1045.  have  entertained  of  receiving  advantage  from  any  divi- 
sions amongst  us.^'^ 

The  Whig  majority,  however,  continued  firm  in  the 
Upper  House  ;  and  the  leaders  of  that  party  began  to 
entertain  sanguine  hopes  of  success.  The  Queen  had 
let  fall  some    peevish  expressions  in  regard  to  her 
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ministers.     She  had  given  her  hand,  in  retiring  from  the    chap. 

TIT 

House  of  Peers  on  the  15th  December,  to  the  Duke  of    L 

Somerset,  instead  of  her  own  Lord-Treasurer :  it  was     ^^^^ 
apprehended  that  her  old  partiality  for  Marlborough  coanterad- 
was  about  to  return.     Mrs  Masham  was  in  the  greatest  i^the  Com- 
alarm  ;  and  St  John  declared  to  Swift  that  the  Queen  (I^mI^ob 
was    false.^      The  ministers   of    the  whole    Alliance  Queen, 
seconded  the  efforts  of  the  Whigs,  and  strongly  repre- 
sented the  injurious  effects  which  would  ensue  to  the 
cause  of  European  independence  in  general,  and  the 
interests  of  England  in  particular,  if  the  preliminaries 
which  had  been  agreed  to  should  be  made  the  basis  of  a 
general  peace.     The  Dutch  made  strong  and  repeated 
representations  on  the  subject ;    and  the   Elector  of 
Hanover    delivered    a  memorial,   strongly   urging   the 
danger  which  would  ensue  if  Spain  and  the  Indies  were 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  a  Bourbon  prince. 
These  alarming  symptoms  soon  produced   their  effect 
upon  the  selfish  and  timid — ^that  is,  the  vast  majority  of 
men.     The  waverers  showed  themselves.     The  Duke  of 
Somerset  had  already  seceded  from  his  new  friends,  and 
was  openly  decrying  their  measures.     The   Duke   of 
Buckingham  hung  back,  and  scarcely  defended  the  mea- 
sures of  Government.     The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  declined 
the  difficult  situation  of  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
congress,  and  began  to  make  secret  advances  to  Marl- 
borough.    The  coalition  was  breaking  up,  the  whole 
Tory  party  were  in  despair,  and  the  indecision  of  the  » Conduct. 
Queen  proved  that  the  crisis  had  arrived  which  invari-  Ti.  i46,  \ai\ 
ably  proves  fatal  to  weak  minds.^ 

•  Swift's  Jownal  to  Stella,  Dec  8,  1711.— Swift  said  to  the  Lord- 
Treasurer,  in  his  usual  ironical  style,  **  If  there  is  no  remedy,  your  lordship 
wiU  lose  your  head ;  but  I  shaU  only  be  hung,  and  so  carry  my  body  entire 
to  the  grave." 
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CHAP.        In   this   extremity  the   Tories    were   saved,    Marl- 

L    borough  disgraced,  and  the  face  of  Europe  changed,  by 

^711-     the  vigour  and  audacity  of  one  man.     Oxford  showed 
Oxford' di»-  himself  on  this  crisis  not  awanting  in  that  quality  which 


misses 


uaribo-  Bacon,  and,  after  him,  Danton,  have  described  as  the 
31?^  *  '  first  requisite  in  civil  conflicts — "  Boldness,  boldness, 
boldness/'  Being  convinced  that  the  peace  could  not 
be  carried  through,  and  that  the  Tories  would  fall,  if 
Marlborough  continued  in  power,  he  resolved  on  his 
dismissal ;  and  being  well  aware  that  no  charge  is  so 
readily  credited  by  the  vulgar,  because  there  is  none  to 
which  they  are  themselves  so  much  inclined,  as  one 
founded  on  an  alleged  embezzlement  of  the  public 
money,  he  resolved  to  make  such  a  charge  the  founda- 
tion of  his  impeachment.  Deeming  themselves  pushed 
to  extremities,  and  having  failed  in  all  attempts  to  de- 
tach Marlborough  from  the  Whigs,  Bolingbroke  and  the 
Ministers  resolved  on  the  desperate  measure  of  bringing 
forward  an  accusation  against  him,  of  fraud  and  pecula- 
tion in  the  management  of  the  public  moneys  intrusted 
to  him  in  the  Flemish  campaign.  The  charges  were 
founded  on  the  report  of  the  commissioners  already 
mentioned,  to  whom  the  matter  had  been  remitted, 
and  which  accused  the  Duke  of  having  appropriated 
£63,319  of  the  public  moneys  destined  for  the  use  of 
the  English  troops,  and  £282,366,  as  a  per-centage  of 
two  per  cent  on  the  sum  paid  to  foreign  ambassadors 
during  the  ten  years  of  the  war.  In  reply  to  these 
infamous  insinuations,  the  letter  of  the  Duke  to  the 
commissioners  was  published  on  the  27th  December,  in 
which  he  entirely  refuted  the  charges,  and  showed  that 
he  had  never  received  any  sums  or  perquisites  not 
sanctioned   by  previous   and   uniform   usage,    and    far 
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fewer  than  had  been  received  bj  the  general  in  the  reign     chap. 
of  William  III.     And  in  regard  to  the  £282,000  of      "' 
per-centage  on  foreign  subsidies,  this  was  proved  to  have     ^7^^* 
been  a  voluntary  gift  from  those  powers  to  the  English 
general,  authorised  by  their  signatures  and  sanctioned 
by  warrants  from  the  Queen.      This  answer  made  a 
great  impression  ;   but  Ministers  had  gone  too  far  to 
retreat,  and  they  ventured  on  a  step  which,  for  the 
honour  of  the  country,  has  never,  even  in  the  worst 
times,  been  since  repeated.     Trusting  to  their  majority 
in   the  Commons,   and  without  awaiting   the  issue  of 
any  trial  or  judicial  investigation  of  the  charges,  they 
dismissed  the  Duke  from  all  his  situations  on  the  31st 
December;*  and  in  order  to  stifle  the  voice  of  justice 
in  the  Peers,  on  the  following  day  patents  were  issued 
calling  twelve  new  peers  to  the  Upper  House.     They  h1un.ii.3S7. 
were  introduced  amidst  the  groans  of  the  House  :  the  31°  "Lck- 
Whig  noblemen,  says  a  contemporary  annalist,  "  casting  i.  351-3?^ 
their  eyes  on  the  ground  as  if  they  had  been  invited  to  151, 152! 
the  funeral  of  the  peerage."^ 

Unbounded  was  the  joy  diffused  among  the  enemies 
of  England  by  these  'unparalleled  measures.     On  hear-  uniyarMi 
ing  of  Marlborough^s  fall,  Louis  XIV.  said  with  triumph,  ihe^M^iSlB 
"  The  dismission  of  Marlborough  will  do  all  we  can  at  ^e 
desire.*'     The  court  of  St  Germains  was  in  exultation  ;  ^•■"*"*^ 
and  the  general  joy  of  the  Jacobites,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  was  sufficient  to  demonstrate  how  formidable  an 
enemy  to  their  cause  they  regarded  the  Duke,  and  how 
destitute  of  truth  are  the  attempts  to  show  that  he  had 

*  "  Being  informed  that  on  information  against  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
was  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  commissioners  of  the  public 
accounts.  Her  M^esty  thought  fit  to  dismiss  him  from  all  his  employments 
that  the  matter  might  undergo  an  impartial  investigation." — Coxx,  vi.  152. 


2U  THS   LIFE   OF 

CHAP,     been  engaged  in  a  secret  design  to  restore  the  exiled 
^^      family.     Marlborough  disdained  to  make  any  defence  of 
^712.     himself  in  Parliament ;  but  an  able  answer  on  his  part 
was  prepared  and  circulated,  which  entirely  refuted  the 
whole  charges  against  the  illustrious  general.     So  con- 
vinced were  Ministers  of  this,  that,  contenting  themselves 
with  resolutions  against  him  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  their  influence  was  predominant,  they  declined  to 
prefer  any  impeachment  or  accusation  in  the  Upper 
House,  swamped  even  as  it  was  by  their  recent  creations. 
The  greatness  of  Marlborough  was  proved,  the  vindica- 
tion of  his  character,  the  refutation  of  all  the  false  and 
malignant  accusations  which  had  been  brought  against 
him,  rendered  complete,  by  the  very  measures  adopted  bj 
his  enemies.      The  French  were  in  exultation,  the  court 
isomer-     of  St  Germains  in  ecstasies,  every  real  patriot  in  Eng- 
Qaeaa        land  iu  mouming,  the  giddy  multitude  in  amazement, 
conduet,  '  the  constitution  violated  for  his  destruction,  and  not  even 
Yu  164, 155.'  a  charge  preferred  against  him  after  his  overthrow  had 
been  effected.^ 

Upon  receiving  the  letter  intimating  his  dismissal, 

Maribo-      which  was  written  with  the  Queen's  own  hand,  Marl- 

u^ette^^  borough,  in  a  transport  of  indignation  at  such  unparal- 

onbiBdf^   leled  baseness  and  ingratitude,  threw  it  into  the  fire. 

3, 1712.  *"'  But  he  wrote  the  following  noble  letter  to  his  sovereign 

on  the  occasion,  which,  if  anything  could,  might  have 

convinced  her  of  the  generosity  of  his  character,  and  his 

entire  innocence  of  all  the  charges  which  the  malignity 

of  faction  had  heaped  up  against  him  : — "  Madam, — I 

am  very  sensible  of  the  honour  your  Majesty  does  me, 

in  dismissing  me  from  your  service  by  a  letter  of  your 

own  hand ;  though  I  find  by  it  that  my  enemies  have 

been  able  to  prevail  with  your  Majesty  to  do  it  in  the 
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manner  that  is  most  injurious  to  me.     And  if  their    chap. 

malice  and  inyeteracj  against  me  had  not  been  more    L 

powerful  with  them  than  the  consideration  of  your  ^^*^ 
Majesty's  honour  and  justice,  they  would  not  have  in- 
fluenced you  to  impute  the  occasion  of  my  dismission  to 
a  false  and  malicious  insinuation,  contrived  by  themselves, 
and  made  public,  when  there  waa  no  opportunity  for  me 
to  give  in  my  answer,  which  they  must  needs  be  con- 
scious would  fully  detect  the  falsehood  and  malice  of 
their  aspersions,  and  not  leave  them  that  handle  for 
bringing  your  Majesty  to  such  extremes  against  me. 
But  I  am  much  more  concerned  at  an  expression  in 
your  Majesty's  letter,  which  seems  to  complain  of  the 
treatment  you  had  met  with.  I  know  not  how  to  under- 
stand that  word,  nor  what  construction  to  make  of  it.  I 
know  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  serve  your  Majesty 
faithfully  and  zealously,  through  a  great  many  unde- 
served mortifications.  But  if  your  Majesty  does  intend 
by  that  expression  to  find  fault  with  my  not  coming  to 
the  cabinet  council,  I  am  very  free  to  acknowledge 
that  my  duty  to  your  Majesty  and  country  would  not 
give  me  leave  to  join  in  the  counsels  of  a  man  who,  in 
my  opinion,  puts  your  Majesty  upon  all  manner  of 
extremities.  And  it  is  not  my  opinion  only,  but  the 
opinion  of  all  mankind,  that  the  friendship  of  France 
must  needs  be  destructive  to  your  Majesty,  there  being 
in  that  court  a  root  of  enmity,  irreconcilable  to  your 
Majesty's  government,  and  the  religion  of  these  king- 
doms. I  wish  your  Majesty  may  never  find  the  want 
of  so  faithful  a  servant  as  I  have  always  endeavoured  to 
approve  myself  to  you. — I  am,  with  the  greatest  duty  sia. 
and  submission,"  &;c.^ 

In  the  midst  of  this  disgraceful  scene  of  passion,  envy, 
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CHAP,    and  ingratitude,  Prince  Eugene  arrived  in  London,  for 
^^'      the  purpose  of  trying  to  stem  the  torrent,  and,  if  pos- 
^712.     sible,  prevent  the  secession  of  England  from  the  Confe- 
Eo^ne^B     deracy.     This  was  justly  deemed  by  the  AUies  a  matter 
EngUnd?    of  the  utmost  consequence,  for  they  already  anticipated, 
conduct.*    what  the  event  soon  after  proved  to  be  true,  that  the 
conclusion  of  a  separate  peace  by  England  would  at  once 
break  the  bond  and  ruin  the  fortunes  of  the  Grand 
Alliance.     He  was  lodged  with  the  Lord-Treasurer,  and 
the  generous  Prince  omitted  no  opportunity  of  testifying, 
in  the  day  of  his  tribulation,  his  undiminished  respect 
for  his  illustrious  rival.     "  It  is  a  mistake,"  he  observed, 
"  to  suppose  that  I  came  to  England  to  give  the  least 
disturbance  to  the  Ministry  ;  but  it  is  wholly  inconsistent 
with  my  honour  and  temper  to  be  wanting  in  respect  to 
a  friend  in  his  adverse  fortune,  for  whom  I  always  pro- 
fessed so  much  regard  in  the  time  of  his  prosperity." 
The  Treasurer  having  said  to  him  at  a  great  dinner, 
"  I  consider  this  day  as  the  happiest  of  my  life,  since  I 
have  the  honour  to  see  in  my  house  the  greatest  captain 
of  the  age." — "  If  it  be  so,''  replied  Eugene,  "  I  owe  it 
to  your  lordship  /'  alluding  to  his  dismissal  of  Marl- 
borough, which  had  caused  him  to  cease  to  be  one.     On 
another  occasion,  some  one  having  pointed  out  a  passage 
in  one  of  the  libels  against  Marlborough,  in  which  he 
was  said  to  have  been  "  perhaps  once  fortunate,'' — "  It 
is  true,"  said  Eugene,  "  he  was  once  fortunate ;  and  it 
Hitt  of  htf  is  the  greatest  praise  which  can  be  bestowed  on  him  : 
Ti.  iie!"*^  for,  as  he  was  always  successful,  that  implies  that  all 
his  other  successes  were  owing  to  his  own  conduct."^ 

Alarmed  at  the  weight  which  Marlborough  might 
derive  from  the  presence  and  support  of  so  great  a  com- 
mander, and  the  natural  sympathy  of  all  generous  minds 
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aroused  by  the  cordial  admiration  which  these  two  great    chap. 

men  entertained  for  each  other,  the  Ministers  had  re-    L 

course  to  a  pretended  conspiracy,  which,  it  was  alleged,     ^712. 
had  been  discovered,  on  the  part  of  Marlborough  and  Mwadiw. 
Eugene,  to  seize  the  goyemment  and  dethrone  the  Queen  toHm  to  * 
on  the  1 7th  November.     St  John  and  Oxford  had  too  qJ^*  ^ 
much  sense  to  publish  such  a  ridiculous  statement ;  but  jS^iho- 
it  was  made  the  subject  of  several  secret  examinations  ^"^^ 
before  the  Privy  Council,  in  order  to  augment  the  ap- 
prehensions and  secure  the  concurrence  of  the  Queen  in 
their  measures.     Such  as  it  was,  the  tale  was  treated  as 
a  mere  malicious  invention,  even  by  the  contemporary 
foreign  annalists,  though  it  has  since  been  repeated  as 
true  by  more  than  one  party-historian  of  our  own  coun- 
try.    This  ridiculous  calumny,  and  the  atrocious  libels 
as  to  the  embezzlement  of  the  public  money,  however, 
produced  the  desired  effect.     They  inflamed  the  mind 
of  the  Queen,  and  removed  that  vacillation  in  regard  to 
the  measures  of  Government,  from  which  so  much  dauger 
had   been   apprehended   by   the   Tory   administration. 
Having  answered  the  desired  end,  they  were  allowed 
quietly  to  go  to  sleep.     No  proceedings  in  tlie  House  of 
Peers,  or  elsewhere,  followed  the  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mons condemnatory  of  Marlborough's  financial  admini- 
stration in  the  Low  Countries.     His  defence,  published  ^  swift^k 
in  the  newspapers,   though   abundantly  vigorous,   was  Anne,  59. 
neither  answered  nor  prosecuted  as  a  libel  on  the  com-  tion  of  Ra- 
missioners  or  the  House  of  Commons  :  and  the  alleged  46°8.^c!»xe, 

1 HT  1 9*9 

Stuart  conspiracy  was  never  more  heard  of,  till  it  was  mm,  do 
long  after  drawn  from  its  slumber  by  the  malice  of'zsHjdss' 
English  party  spirit.^ 

Meanwhile  the  negotiations  at  Utrecht  for  a  general 
peace  continued,  and  St  John  and  Oxford  soon  foimd 
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thoDselTes  embarrassed  bj  the  extmTagant  pretensioiui 
"•  irhich  their  oirn  fiiroor  to  the  cause  of  France  had  re- 
1713.     Tired  in  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Louis.     So  great  was 
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lutoft] 


the  general  indignation  excited  bj  the  paUication  of  the 
^  preliminaries  at  Utrecht,  that  St  John  fdt  the  necessity 
of  discontinuing  an j  general  negotiation,  and  converting 
it  into  a  prirate  correspondence  between  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  English  and  Frendi  crowns.*  Great 
difficultj  was  experienced  in  coming  to  an  aooommo- 
dation,  in  consequence  of  the  rising  demands  of  the 
French  ambassadors;  who,  deeming  themselres  secure  of 
support  from  the  English  minLstrr,  not  onlj  positively 
refused  to  abandon  Spain  and  the  Indies,  but  now  de- 
manded the  Netheriands  for  the  Elector  of  Bararia^ 
and  the  cession  of  LiUe  and  Toumaj  in  return  for  the 
seiiure  of  Dunkirk.  The  sudden  death,  however,  first 
of  the  Dauphiuess  of  France,  and  then  of  the  Dauphin, 
the  former  of  whom  was  carried  off  bv  a  malignant  fever 
on  the  12th,  the  latter  on  the  18th  February  1712, 
followed  bv  the  death  of  their  eldest  son  on  the  23d, 
proiluced  feelings  of  commiseration  for  the  aged  monarch, 
now  in  his  seventy-third  year,  and  broken  down  by 
misfortunes,  which  rendered  the  progress  of  the  separate 
negotintions  more  easy.  At  length,  though  not  with- 
out great  diflioulty,  they  arrived  at  an  accommodation, 
l^nglund  agreoil  to  abandon  its  allies,  and  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  war,  on  condition  that  a  guarantee  should  be 
obtaineil  against  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  being 
unitoil  on  the  same  head.     On  this  frail  security,  and 

*  **  TUo  bVinioh  will  w«  that  thcro  is  a  poeeibilitj  of  reTiTing  the  lore  of 
w»r  in  o\ir  )hh»)iU\  by  tho  iuvli^ativm  thftt  has  boon  czproased  at  th«  plan 
Klvon  in  M  rtrt^ht."— .Vr  Se^^tary  St  Jokm  to  Brii.  rUmip.,  Doc  28,  1711; 
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the  promised  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  the  English  min-    ohap. 
istry  agreed  to  withdraw  their  contingent  from  the    JfL 
Allied  army ;  and  to  induce  the  Dutch  to  follow  their     *7i2. 
example,  Ypres  was  offered  to  them  on  the  same  terms 
as  Dunkirk  had  been  to  Great  Britain.     So  overjoyed 
was  Louis  at  the  signing  of  these  conditions,  on  the  part  Hist,  de 
of  Bolingbroke,  that  he  immediately  sent  Queen  Anne  ▼].  m 
a  present  of  six  splendid  dresses,  and  two  thousand  five  lu!'  ^' 
hundred  bottles  of  champagne} 

The  disastrous  effects  of  this  secret  and  dishonourable 

50. 

secession,  on  the  part  of  England,  from  the  confederacy,  Forc«of 
were  soon  apparent.     Great  had  been  the  preparations  ud  French 

in  PlAndara. 

of  the  Continental  allies  for  continuing  the  contest ;  and  despe- 
and  while  the  English  contingent  remained  with  them,  ation  of 
their  force  was  irresistible.  Prince  Eugene  was  at  the 
head  of  the  army  in  Flanders,  and,  including  the  British 
forces  under  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  it  amounted  to  the  im- 
mense force  of  122,000  effective  men,  with  120  guns,  16 
howitzers,  and  an  ample  pontoon  train.  To  oppose  this, 
by  far  the  largest  army  the  French  had  yet  had  to  con- 
front in  the  Low  Countries,  Villars  had  scarcely  at  his 
command  100,000  men,  and  they  were  ill  equipped, 
imperfectly  supplied  with  artillery,  and  grievously  de- 
pressed in  spirit  by  a  long  series  of  disasters.  Eugene 
commanded  the  forces  of  the  confederates ;  for  although 
the  English  ministry  had  been  lavish  in  their  promises 
of  unqualified  support,  the  Dutch  had  begun  to  entertain 
serious  suspicions  of  their  sincerity,  and  bestowed  the 
command  on  that  tried  officer  instead  of  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  who  had  succeeded  Marlborough  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  English  contingent.  But  M  arlborough's  soul 
still  directed  the  movements  of  the  army ;  and  Eugene's 
plan  of  the  campaign  was  precisely  that  which  that  great 


220  THE  LIFE   OF 

CHAP,  commander  had  chalked  out  at  the  close  of  the  preceding 
^^'  one.  This  was  to  besiege  Quesnoy  and  Landrecies,  the 
^712.  last  of  those  fortresses  forming  the  iron  barrier  of  France 
which  in  this  quarter  protected  the  frontier,  and  imme- 
diatelj  after  to  inundate  the  open  country  and  advance 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Paris.  It  was  calculated  they 
might  reach  it  in  ten  marches  from  Landrecies ;  and  it  was 
well  known  that  there  was  neither  a  defensible  position 
nor  a  fortress  of  any  sort  to  arrest  the  invaders'  march. 
Already  the  light  horse  had  overspread  the  country  as 
far  as  the  Oise,  within  forty  miles  of  Paris^  and  a  plan 
had  even  been  formed  for  surprising  the  King  in  his 
palace  of  Versailles,  by  a  body  of  hussars,  which  had 
very  nearly  succeeded.*  The  uniforms  of  the  Allied 
light  horse  had  been  seen  within  a  few  leagues  of  Ver- 
sailles, where  they  had  spread  unbounded  terror  through 
the  palace  of  the  Grand  Monarque.  The  court  of  Ver- 
sailles was  in  despair;  the  general  opinion  was,  that 
the  Kiug  should  leave  Paris,  and  retire  to  Blois ;  and 
although  the  proud  spirit  of  Louis  recoiled  at  such  a 
proposal,  yet,  in  taking  leave  of  Marshal  Villara,  he 
declared,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  his  race — "  Should 
a  disaster  occur,  I  will  go  to  Peronne  or  St  Quentin, 
» M^m.  d0  collect  all  my  troops,  and  with  you  risk  a  last  effort,  de- 
197.  c»p«-  termined  to  perish  or  save  the  state.  I  will  put  myself 
de  L^uis  *  at  the  head  of  my  army,  and  command  it  in  person  : 

XIV  251-  tf  J '  t 

257. '  Hist  I  shall  gain  the  battle  or  fall  in  combatins: :  there  is  no 
ui.  425.  '    other  part  to  take  ;  it  is  the  only  one  that  is  glorious, 
and  worthy  of  me."  ^ 


«  tt 


La  Scarpo  uno  fous  ^mss^,  touto  la  provinco  do  Picardio  fut  couvorto  de 
partiBaoB  cnncmis ;  on  vit  den  hussardB  Alltfmands  sur  Ics  bords  de  I'OiBe, 
des  hardis  cavaliers  Tinront  m^mo  i  quolquca  licuee  de  VenaiUea  pour  ef- 
frayer  le  vieux  Monarque,  dans  son  palaia  de  Versailles,  plain  de  grandeur  et 
de  nicr\'eille&'*~CAi'criuuE,  Louu  X/V,  tl  U7, 148. 
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But  the  French  monarch  was  spared  this  last  despe-     chap. 
rate  alternative.     The  defection  of  the  British  cabinet       ^^' 
saved  his  throne,  when  all  his  means  of  defence  were      1712. 
exhausted.      Eugene,  on  opening  the  campaign  on  the  Thedefec- 
1st  May,  anxiously  inquired  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond  tl2n^v^' 
whether  he  had  authority  to  act  vigorously  in  the  cam-  £S^^o. 
paign,  and  received  an  answer  from  that  gallant  and 
high-spirited  general,  that  he  had  the  same  authority  as 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  was  prepared  to  join 
in  attacking  the  enemy.    Preparations  were  immediately 
made  for  forcing  the  enemy's  lines,  which  covered  Ques- 
noy,  previous  to  an  attack  on  that  fortress.     But  at  the 
very  time  that  this  was  going  on,  the  work  of  perfidious 
defection  was  consummated.    On  May  10,  Mr  Secretary 
St  John  sent  positive  orders  to  Ormond  to  take  no  part 
in  any  siege  or  general  engagement,  as  the  questions  at 
issue  between  the  contending  parties  were  on  the  point 
of  adjustment.*      Intimation  of  this  private  order  was 
sent  to  the  court  of  France,  but  it  was  directed  to  be 
kept  a  positive  secret  from  the  Allied  generals.    Ormond,  broke'^r- 
upon  the  receipt  of  these  orders,  opened  a  private  cor-  hISL  d'e 
respondence  with  Villars,  informing  him  that  their  troops  41" m' 
were  no  longer  enemies,^  and  that  the  future  movements 
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Her  Majesty,  my  lord,  has  reason  to  believe  that  we  shall  come  to  an 
agreement  upon  the  great  article  of  the  union  of  the  monarchies,  as  soon  as 
a  courier  sent  from  Versailles  to  Madrid  can  return.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
Queen's  potitive  command  to  your  Qrace  that  you  avoid  engaging  in  any  tiege, 
or  hazarding  a  battle,  till  you  have  farther  orders  from  her  Mtgesty.  I  am, 
at  the  same  time,  directed  to  let  your  Qrace  know,  that  you  are  to  disguite 
the  receipt  of  this  order ;  and  her  Majesty  thinks  you  cannot  want  pretences 
for  conducting  yourself,  without  owning  that  which  might  at  present  have 
an  ill  effect  if  it  was  publicly  known. — P.S.  I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  your 
Grace  that  communication  is  made  of  this  order  to  the  court  of  France,  so 
that  if  the  Marshal  de  Villars  takes,  in  any  private  way,  notice  of  it  to  you, 
your  Grace  wiU  answer  it  accordingly." — Mr  Secretary  St  John  to  the  Duke  of 
Orm<mdf  May  10, 1712;  Bolingbrokb's  Corretp.  ii.  820. 


222  THB    LIPB    OF 

cfHAP.     of  the  forces  under  his  command  would  only  be  to  get 
^^'      forage  and  provisions. 

1712.         This  correspondence  was  unknown  to  Eugene ;  but 
si«g«  and    circumstances  soon  brought  the  defection  of  England  to 
olLtnoj,     light.     In  the  middle  of  it,  the  Allied  forces  had  passed 
"^  '       the  Scheldt,  and  taken  post  between  Noyelles  and  the 
Brioise,  close  to  Villars'  position.      To  bring  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  English  to  a  test,  Eugene  proposed  a  gene- 
ral attack  on   the  enemy's  line,  which   was  open  and 
exposed,  on  the  28th  May.     But  Ormonde  in  obedience 
to  his  orders,  declined,  requesting  the  operation  might 
be  delayed  for  a  few  days.     The  defection  was  now 
apparent,  and  the  Dutch  deputies  loudly  condemned 
such  dishonourable  conduct ;    but  Eugene,  anxious  to 
make  the  most  of  the  presence  of  the  British  troops, 
though  their  co-operation  could  no  longer  be  relied  on, 
proposed  to  besiege  Quesnoy,  which  was  laid  open  by 
Villars'  retreat.      Ormond,  who  felt  acutely  the  painful 
and  discreditable  situation  in  which,  without  any  fault 
to  Maribo-   of  his  own,  hc  was  placed,  could  not  refuse,  and  the 
STni's.      investment  took  place  that  very  day.      The  operations 
199. '  Hilt,  were  conducted  by  the  Dutch  and  Imperial  troops  alone; 
iii.  421,422.  and  the  town  was  taken,  after  a  siege  of  six  weeks,  on 
the  4th  July.i 

This  disgraceful  defection  on  the  part  of  the  English 
UniTanai  govcmment  excited,  as  well  it  might,  the  utmost  indig- 
wbie^e*^  nation  among  the  Allies,  and  produced  mingled  feelings 
Eo^uod  of  shame  and  mortification  among  all  real  patriots  or 
S^Aiii!^  men  of  honour  in  this  country.  By  abandoning  the 
contest  in  this  manner,  when  it  was  on  the  very  point 
of  being  crowned  with  success,  the  English  lost  the 
finiit  of  T£N  costly  and  bloody  campaigns,  and  suffered 
the  war  to  terminate  without  attaining  the  main  object 
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for  which  it  had  been  undertaken.  Louis  XIV.,  defeat-  chap. 
ed,  and  all  but  ruined,  was  permitted  to  retain  for  his  ^^' 
grandson  the  Spanish  succession  ;  and  England,  victori-  ^712. 
ous,  and  within  sight,  as  it  were,  of  Paris,  was  content 
to  halt  in  the  career  of  victory,  and  lost  the  opportunity, 
never  to  be  regained  for  a  century  to  come,  of  perma- 
nently restraining  the  ambition  of  France.  It  was  the 
same  as  if,  a  few  days  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
England  had  concluded  a  separate  peace,  guaranteeing 
the  throne  of  Spain  to  Joseph  Buonaparte,  and  provid- 
ing only  for  its  not  being  held  also  by  the  Emperor  of 
France.  No  stronger  evidence  can  be  imagined  of  the 
extent  to  which  faction  and  party  spirit  had  perverted 
the  minds  of  the  Government  and  the  nation,  than  that 
such  a  defection,  after  so  glorious  a  war,  could  have  been 
for  a  moment  thought  of  by  the  one,  or  tolerated  by 
the  other.  But  it  has  been  the  same  in  other  days. 
The  first  triumph  of  the  factious  is  over  the  national 
feelings. 

Lord  Halifax  gave  vent  to  the  general  indignation 
of  all  generous  and  patriotic  men,  when  he  said,  in  the  Eloquent 
debate  on  the  Address,  on  28th  May,  after  enumerating  i^rd  hIii- 
the  proud  list  of  victories  which,  since  the  commence-  th^^em 
ment  of  the  war,  had  attended  the  arms  of  England, —  ofVewrir 
"  But  all  this  pleasing  prospect  is  totally  effaced  by  the 
orders  given  to  the  Queen's  general,  not  to  act  offen- 
sively against  the  enemy.   I  pity  that  heroic  and  gallant 
general,  who,  on  other  occasions,  took  delight  to  charge 
the  most  formidable  corps  and  strongest  squadrons,  and 
cannot  but  be  uneasy  at  his  being  fettered  with  shackles, 
and  thereby  prevented  from  reaping  the  glory  which  he 
might  well  expect  from  leading  on  troops  so  long  accus- 
tomed to  conquer.     I  pity  the  Allies,  who  have  relied 
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upon  the  aid  and  friendship  of  the  British  nation,  per- 
ceiving that  what  they  had  done  at  so  great  an  expense 
of  blood  and  treasure  is  of  no  effect,  as  they  will  be  ex- 
posed to  the  revenge  of  that  power  against  whom  they 
have  been  so  active.  I  pity  the  Queen,  her  royal  suc- 
cessors, and  the  present  and  future  generations  of  Bri- 
tain, when  they  shall  find  the  nation  deeply  involved  in 
debt,  and  that  the  common  enemy  who  occasioned  it, 
though  once  near  being  suflBciently  humbled,  does  still 
triumph,  and  design  their  ruin  ;  and  are  informed  that 
this  proceeds  from  the  conduct  of  the  British  cabinet, 
in  neglecting  to  make  a  right  use  of  these  advantages 
and  happy  occasions  which  their  own  courage  and  God's 
bleissing  had  put  into  their  hands.'' ^ 

Marlborough  seconded  the  motion  of  Halifax  in  a 
speech  of  peculiar  interest,  as  the  last  which  he  made  on 
the  conduct  of  this  eventful  war.  "  Although,"  said  he, 
"  the  negotiations  for  peace  may  be  far  advanced,  yet  I 
can  see  no  reason  which  should  induce  the  Allies  or 
ourselves  to  remain  inactive,  and  not  push  on  the  war 
with  the  utmost  vigour,  as  we  have  incurred  the  expense 
of  recruiting  the  army  for  the  service  of  another  year. 
That  army  is  now  in  the  field;  and  it  has  often  occurred 
that  a  victory  or  a  siege  produced  good  effects  and 
manifold  advantages,  when  treaties  were  still  further 
advanced  than  in  the  present  negotiation.  And  as  I 
am  of  opinion  that  we  should  make  the  most  we  can  for 
ourselves,  the  only  infallible  way  to  force  France  to  an 
entire  submission,  is  to  besiege  and  occupy  Cambray 
or  Arras,  and  to  carry  the  war  into  the  heart  of  the 
kingdom.  But  as  the  troops  of  the  enemy  are  now 
encamped,  it  is  impossible  to  execute  that  design,  unless 
they  are  withdrawn  from  their  position  ;  and  as  they 
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cannot  be  reduced  to  retire  from  want  of  provisions,    chap. 
they  must  be  attacked  and  forced.     For  the  truth  of      "' 
what  I  say,  I  appeal  to  a  noble  duke,  (Argyll,)  whom     *7i2. 
I  rejoice  to  see  in  this  house,  because  he  knows  the 
country,  and  is  as  good  a  judge  of  these  matters  as 
any  person  now  alive."    Argyll,  though  a  bitter  personal 
enemy  of  Marlborough,  thus  appealed  to,  said — "  I  do 
indeed  know  that  country,  and   the   situation  of  the 
enemy  in  their  present  camp,  and  I  agree  with  the  noble 
duke,  that   it  is  impossible  to  remove   them  without 
attacking  and  driving  them  away ;    and,  until  that  is 
effected,  neither  of  the  two  sieges  alluded  to  can  be 
undertaken.     I  likewise  agree  that  the  capture  of  these 
two  towns  is  the  most  effectual  way  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  advantage,  and  would  be  a  fatal  blow  to  France. 
Two  years  before,  the  confederates  might  have  gained 
such  an  advantage,  if  they  had  laid  siege  to  Arras  and  ▼!.  11*37. 
Cambray,  instead  of  amusing  themselves  with  the  insig-  192,  hi 
nificant  conquests  of  Aire,  Bethune,  and  St  Venant.''^ 

Notwithstanding    the    creation   of  twelve   peers   to 
swamp  the  Upper  House,  it  is  doubtful  how  the  division  The  Mini»- 
would  have  gone,  had  not  Lord  Strafford,  a  cabinet  declare  the 
minister,   observed,   in   reply   to   the   charge  that  the  parties  to 
British  government  was  about  to  conclude  a  separate  tio*n°*^ 
peace, — "  Nothing  of  that  nature  has  ever  been  intended  ; 
for  such  a  peace  would  be  so  foolish,  villanous,  and 
knavish,  that  every  servant  of  the  Queen  must  answer 
for  it  with  his  head,  to  the  nation.      The   Allies  are 
acquainted  with  our  proceedings,  and  satis/led  with  our 
terms/'     This  statement  was  made  by  a  British  minister, 
in  his  place  in  Parliament,  on  the  28th  May,  eighteen 
days  after  the  private  letter  had  been  despatched  from 
Mr  Secretary  St  John  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  already 

VOL.  II.  p 
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CHAP,    quoted,  mentioning  the  private  treaty  with  Louis,  en- 
^^'     joining  him  to  keep  it  secret  from  the  Allies,  and  to 
^712.     communicate  clandestinely  with  Villars.      But  such  a 
declaration,  coming  from  an  accredited  minister  of  the 
crown,  produced  a  great  impression,  and  ministers  pre- 
vailed by  a  majority  of  sixty-eight  to  forty.     In  the 
course  of  the  debate.  Earl  Poulett  let  fall  such  cutting 
expressions    against   Marlborough,   for   having,   as  he 
alleged,  led  his  troops  to  certain  destruction,  in  order  to 
profit  by  the  sale  of  the  oflGicers'  commissions,*  that  the 
Duke,  without  deigning  a  reply,  sent  him  a  challenge  on 
leaving  the  House.    The  agitation,  however,  of  the  Earl, 
who  was  less  cool  than  the  iron  veteran  in  the  prospect 
i^^en,i.    of  such  a  meeting,  revealed  what  was  going  forward, 
Ti.  196, 197!  and,  by  an  order  from  the  Queen,  the  affair  was  ter- 
minated without  bloodshed.^ 

It  soon  appeared  what  foundation  there  was  for  the 

Conditions  asscrtiou  of  the  Queen's  ministers,  that  England  was 

Tranw  of    engaged  in  no  separate  negotiation  for  a  peace.     On  the 

jnn«6.      6  th  June,  the  outlines  of  the  treaty,  which  afterwards 

became  so  famous  as  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  were 

divulged.     The  Duke  of  Anjou  was   to  renounce  for 

ever,  for  himself  and  his  descendants,  all  claim  to  the 

French  crown  ;  and  the  crown  of  Spain  was  to  descend, 

by  the  male  line  only,  to  his  heirs,  and  failing  them  to 

certain  princes  of  the  Bourbon  line  by  male  descent, 

always    excluding    him    who    was    possessed    of   the 

French  crown.f     Gibraltar  and  Minorca  remained  to 

*  "  No  one  can  doubt  tho  Duke  of  Ormond's  bravery ;  but  ho  is  not 
like  a  certain  general  who  led  troops  to  the  ilanghter,  to  cause  a  great 
number  of  officers  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  in  a  battle,  or  against  stone 
walls,  in  order  to  fill  his  pockets  by  the  sale  of  their  commissions.** — Pari 
Nid.,v\.  1137. 

f  "  Tho  words  of  tlio  treaty,  which  subaequent  eTenta  have  rendered  of 
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England ;  Dankirk  was  to  be  demolished  ;  the  Spanish  ohap. 
Netherlands  were  to  be  ceded  to  Austria,  with  Naples,  "* 
Milan,  and  Sardinia ;  the  barrier  towns  were  to  be  ^^^^ 
ceded  to  the  Dutch,  as  required  in  1709,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  places.  Spain  and  her  Indian 
colonies  remained  with  the  Duke  of  Anjou  and  his  male 
heirs,  as  King  of  Spain.  And  thus,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  most  glorious  and  successful  war  recorded  in  English 
history,  did  the  English  cabinet  leave  to  France  the 
great  object  of  the  contest, — the  crown  of  Spain  placed 
on  the  head  of  a  prince  of  the  Bourbon  race,  and  that  of 
its  magnificent  Indian  colonies.  With  truth  did  Marl- 
borough observe,  in  the  debate  on  the  preliminaries— 
''  The  measures  pursued  in  England  for  the  last  year  are 
directly  contrary  to  her  Majesty^s  engagements  with  the 
Allies,  sully  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign,  and 
will  render  the  English  name  odious  to  all  other  nations.^' 
It  was  all  in  vain.     The  people  loudly  clamoured  for  HtBt.  d« ' 

Trait,  ii 

peace  ;  the  cry  against  the  taxes  was  irresistible.     The  99>io5. ' 
Tory  ministry  was  seconded  by  a  vast  numerical  majority  CorpriSp. 
throughout  the  country.     The  peace  was  approved  of  by  m  pit 
large  majorities  in  both  Houses.^     Parliament  was  soon  lue/' 
after  prorogued ;    and  Marlborough,  seeing  his  public 

importance  on  this  point,  were  these : — Philip  Y.  King  of  Spain  renounced 
^  A  toutes  pretentions,  droits,  et  tltres  que  lui  et  sa  po8t€rit6  aYaient  ou  pour- 
raient  avoir  A  I'avenir  A  la  couronne  de  Fnnce.  U  consentit  pour  lui  et  sa 
post^rit^  que  ce  droit  tilt  tenu  et  consid6r6  comme  pass^  au  Duo  de  Beny, 
son  frere,  et  &  ses  descendants  et  poet^rit^  mcUe ;  et  au  defaut  de  ce  Prince  et 
de  sa  post6rit6  maie,  au  Due  de  Bourbon  son  cousin  et  d  tet  kiritien,  et  aussi 
Buccessivement  A  tons  les  princes  du  sang  de  France.^  The  Duke  of  Saxony 
and  his  mcUe  heirs  were  called  to  the  succession,  foiling  Philip  V.  and  his 
male  heirs.  This  act  of  renunciation  and  entail  of  the  crown  of  Spain  on 
malt  heirs,  was  ratified  by  the  Cortes  of  Castile  and  Aragon ;  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  by  Great  Britain  and  France  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht— Ft(2e  Schoell,  H%9t  de  Traii.,  ii  99-105;  and  DuMOirr^  Corp^ 
Dipt.,  torn.  Tiii  P.  i.  p.  339. 
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CHAP,  career  terminated,  solicited  and  obtained  passports  to  go 
"•  abroad,  which  he  soon  afterwards  did. 
1712.  Great  was  the  mourning,  and  loud  the  lamentations, 
Monmfai  both  amoug  the  British  and  Allied  troops,  when  the 
of^th?E^-  fatal  day  arrived  that  the  former  were  to  separate  from 
gLifnm'  their  old  companions  in  arms.  On  the  16th  July,  the 
•  ^"»«^  YQYj  ^ay  QQ  ^hich  Quesnoy  surrendered,  the  last  of  their 
long  line  of  triumphs,  Ormond,  having  exhausted  every 
sort  of  procrastination  to  postpone  the  dreaded  hour, 
was  compelled  to  order  the  English  troops  to  march. 
He  in  vain,  however,  gave  a  similar  order  to  the  auxi- 
liaries in  British  pay.  The  hereditary  prince  of  Cassel 
replied — "  The  Hessians  would  gladly  march,  if  it  were 
to  fight  the  French.'*  Another,  "  We  do  not  serve  for 
pay,  but  fame."  The  native  English,  however,  were 
compelled  to  obey  the  order  of  their  sovereign,  and  they 
set  out,  twelve  thousand  strong,  from  the  camp  at  Cam- 
brcsis.  Of  all  the  Germans  in  British  pay,  only  one 
battalion  of  Holstein  men,  and  a  regiment  of  dragoons 
from  Liege,  accompanied  them.  Silent  and  dejected 
tliey  took  their  way  ;  the  men  kept  their  eyes  on  the 
ground,  the  officers  did  not  venture  to  return  the  parting 
salute  of  t)ie  comrades  who  had  so  long  fought  and  con- 
quered by  their  side.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  on  either 
part — the  hearts  of  all  were  too  full  for  utterance  ;  but 
the  averted  eye,  the  mournful  air,  the  blush  of  indigna- 
tion, told  the  deep  emotion  which  was  everywhere  felt. 
It  seemed  as  if  the  Allies  were  following  to  the  grave, 
with  profound  affliction,  the  wliole  body  of  their  British 
comrades.  But  wlicn  the  troops  reached  their  resting- 
place  for  the  night,  and  the  suspension  of  arms  was 
proclaimed  at  the  head  of  each  regiment,  the  general 
indignation  became  so  vehement  that  even  the  bonds  of 
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military  discipline  were  unable  to  restrain  it.     A  uni-     chap. 
versal   cry,  succeeded  by  a  loud  murmur,  was  heard      ^^' 
through   the   camp.     The   British  soldiers   were  seen     1712. 
tearing  their  hair,  casting  their  muskets  on  the  ground, 
and  rending  their  clothes,  uttering  all  the  while  furious 
exclamations   against    the  goyemment   which   had  so 
shamefully  betrayed  them.     The  oflBcers  were  so  over- 
whelmed with  vexation  that   they  sat   apart  in  their 
tents  looking  on  the  ground,  through  very  shame ;  and 
for  several  days   they  shrunk  fi'om  the  sight  even  of 
their  fellow-soldiers.     Many  left  their  colours  to  serve 
with  the  Allies,  others  withdrew,  and  whenever  they  idmniiig. 
thought  of  Marlborough  and  their  days  of  glory,  tears  i^i^,d66. 
filled  their  eyes.^ 

It  soon  appeared  that  it  was  not  without  reason  that 
these  gloomy  presentiments  prevailed  on  both  sides,  as  Great  diffi- 
to  the  consequences  of  the  British  withdrawing  from  experienced 
the  contest.     So  elated  were  the  French  by  this  with-  tution  mS 
drawal  that  they  speedily  lost  all  sense  of  gratitude,  and    '*^^ 
even  honesty,  and  refused  to  give  up  Dunkirk  to  the 
British  ;  and  the  cession  was  only  effected  with  great 
difficulty,   on   the   earnest    entreaties    of    the    British 
government.     So  great  were  the  difficulties  which  beset 
the  negotiation  that  St  John  was  obliged  to  repair  in 
person  to  Paris,  where  he  remained  incognito  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  effected  a  compromise  with  regard  to 
the  objects  still  in  dispute  between  the  parties.     The 
secession  of  England  from   the  confederacy  was  now 
openly  announced ;  and,  as  the  Allies  refused  to  abide 
by  her  preliminaries,  the  separate  negotiation  continued 
between  the  two  countries,  and  lingered  on  for  nearly  a 
year  after  the  suspension  of  arms.     St  John  now  be- 
came sensible,  when  it  was  too  late,  of  the  enormous 
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CHAP,    error  into  which  he  had  fallen  in  committing  England 

'^      to  a  separate  negotiation,  and  trusting  to  the  gratitude 

1712.     of  his  enemies  at  such  a  defection  for  a  suitable  return 

in  the  conditions  of  the  treaty.     No  return  whatever 

was  made  :  the  claims  of  Louis,  not  only  against  the 

Allies,  but  against  England,  every  day  became  more 

1  Boiiag-     exorbitant ;  and  encouraged  by  the  advantages  which 

mp.  ii.  87a  their  withdrawing  from  the  field  gave  him  in  military 

sif-^is.^     operations,   his   demands  rose  in  proportion,  and  the 

negotiation  was  repeatedly  on  the  verge  of  rupture.^ 

Meanwhile  Eugene,  after  the  departure  of  the  British, 

LMdndw  continued  his  operations,  and  laid  siege  to  Landrecies, 

■U7  im-      the  last  of  the  barrier  fortresses  on  the  road  to  Paris,  in 

■Imrad  bw 

Eogtne.  the  end  of  July.  But  it  soon  appeared  that  England 
had  been  the  soul  of  the  confederacy,  and  that  it  was 
the  tutelary  arm  of  Marlborough  which  had  so  long 
averted  disaster  and  chained  victory  to  its  standards. 
Nothing  but  defeat  and  misfortune  attended  the  Allies 
after  her  secession.  Even  the  great  and  tried  abilities  of 
Eugene  were  inadequate  to  procure  for  them  one  single 
success,  after  the  colours  of  England  ceased  to  wave  in 
their  ranks.  Encouraged  by  his  long-continued  success 
while  acting  with  the  English  troops,  he  did  not  consider 
the  diminution  of  force  which  their  secession  occasioned, 
or  the  means  of  augmenting  their  army  which,  by  draw- 
ing reinforcements  from  the  garrisons  no  longer  threat- 
ened, it  afforded  to  the  enemy.  Eugene,  during  the 
investment  of  Landrecies,  stationed  his  magazines  at 

ifwib.  iii.    Marchiennes,  his  park  of  artillery  and  ammunition  at 

426  427 

M6m.  d«     Quesnov.^   He  placed  five  thousand  foot  and  three  thou- 
89&42i.     sand  horse   at   Denain,   and  three  thousand  between 

Rmuaat  ii 

341, 84i  '  Denain  and  Thians,  to  keep  up  the  communication 
between  it  and  the   bulk  of  his  forces,   which  were 
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encamped  on  the  Escaillon,  ready  to  succour  any  point    chap. 
which  might  be  attacked.  ^^ 

On  this  state  of  matters,  Villars  conceived  and  exe-  ^^^^ 
cuted,  with  great  ability,  a  project  attended  with  the  viiun  de- 
most  important  effects  on  the  issue  of  the  war.  He  deudunrat 
drew  together  the  garrisons  from  the  neighbouring  towns  Joiy  24.  ' 
no  longer  threatened  by  the  English  troops,  and  sud- 
denly passing  the  Scheldt,  surprised  at  Denain  a  body 
of  twelve  thousand  men,  stationed  there  for  the  purpose 
of  facilitating  the  passage  of  convoys  to  the  besieging 
army.  This  body  was  totally  defeated,  with  a  loss  of 
eight  thousand  men.  The  blow  was  considerable  in 
itself,  but  it  was  rendered  doubly  so  by  the  position  of 
Denain,  a  fortified  post  on  the  Scheldt,  which  kept  up 
the  communication  between  the  portion  of  Eugene's 
army  which  was  besieging  Landrecies  and  that  before 
Marchiennes.  It  cut  his  army  in  two  ;  and  Eugene  had 
the  mortification  of  arriving  in  person  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Scheldt  at  the  close  of  the  action,  and  wit- 
nessing the  surrender  of  Lord  Albemarle  and  three 
thousand  men,  without  being  able  to  render  any  assist- 
ance. This  disaster  rendered  it  necessary  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Landrecies,  and  Villars  immediately  resumed 
the  offensive.  Douai  was  speedily  invested  :  a  fruitless 
effort  of  Eugene  to  retain  it  only  exposed  him  to  the 
mortification  of  witnessing  its  surrender.  Not  expecting 
SO  sudden  a  reverse  of  fortune,  the  fortresses  recently 
taken  were  not  provided  with  provisions  or  ammunition, 
and  were  in  no  condition  to  make  any  effectual  resist- 
ance. "  The  effects,''  says  Marshal  Saxe,  "  of  this  affair 
were  inconceivable ;  it  made  the  difference  of  above  one 
hundred  battalions  to  the  two  armies.  Eugene  was 
obliged  to  throw  garrisons  into  the  towns  which  were 
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CHAP,    threatened ;  and  Villars,  seeing  that  his  own  fortresses 

^^      were  no  longer  threatened,  drew  out  their  garrisons,  and 

^712.     augmented  his  army  by  abore  fifty  battalions,  which  so 

increased  his  army  that  the  Prince,  no  longer  venturing 

to  keep  the  field,  was  obliged  to  throw  all  his  cannon 

» M«m  d     ^^*^  Quesnoy,  when  it  was  taken  on  the  4th  October/' 

Jl^j".    Bouchain,  the  last  trophy  of  Marlborough's  victories, 

CH>efi£ie,   opened  its  gates  on  the  10th  October.     The  coalition 

iyw»  XIV.  was  paralysed ;  and  Louis,  who  so  lately  trembled  for 

Hist.  d«      his  capital,  found  his  armies  advancing  from  conquest  to 

Mwlb.  Hi.  ^  ,  Aii»i<..#«ii 

43(M48.     conquest,  and  teanng  from  the  Allies  the  frmts  of  all 
their  victories.^ 

These  disasters,  and  the  evident  inability  of  the  Allied 
Condunon  anuics,  without  the  aid  of  the  English,  to  keep  their 

of  tl)6  WAT 

betwewi  grouud  iu  Flaudcrs,  in  a  manner  compelled  the  Dutch, 
andtiie  howovcr  uuwilling,  to  follow  the  example  of  Great 
Utrecht  Britain,  in  treating  separately  with  France.  They 
became  parties,  accordingly,  to  the  pacification  at 
Utrecht ;  and  Savoy  also  concluded  peace  there.  But 
the  barrier  for  which  they  had  so  ardently  contended 
was,  by  the  desertion  of  England,  so  much  reduced,  that 
it  ceased  to  afibrd  any  efiectual  security  against  the 
encroachments  of  France.  That  power  held  the  most 
important  fortresses  in  Flanders  which  had  been  con- 
quered by  Louis  XIV. — Cambray,  Valenciennes,  and 
Arras.  Lille,  the  conquest  on  which  Marlborough  most 
prided  himself,  was  restored  by  the  Allies,  and  with  it 
Bethune,  Aire,  St  Venant^  and  many  other  places.  The 
Dutch  felt,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  evil  consequences 
of  a  treaty  which  thus,  in  a  manner,  leflb  the  enemy  at 
their  gates;  and  the  irritation  consequently  produced 
against  England  was  so  violent  that  it  continued  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.    England,  by 
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her  inconceivable  defection  and  base  desertion  of  her    chap. 
allies,  lost  the  confidence  of  the  European  powers ;  and      ^^' 
Austria,  in  particular,  became   so   alienated  that  she     ^^*^ 
formed  the  coalition  against  England  and  Prussia  with-  ]  ck>x«,  ti. 
out  diflGiculty  in  1756.      It  required  all  the  dangers,  238.  swiit'i 
sufferings,  and  glories  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  to  xyu.335. 
restore  England  to  the  place  she  had  attained  in  general  brok^Coi^ 
estimation  by  the  victories  of  Marlborough,  or  wipe  out  SS!"  "** 
the  disgrace  she  had  incurred  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht.^ 
Austria,  indignant  at  being  thus  deserted  by  all  her 
Allies,    continued  the   contest  alone   through  another  Aiutriftcoii- 
campaign.     But  she  was  overmatched  in  the  struggle;  i^ie/ 
her  resources  were  exhausted;  and,  by  the  advice  of^»ca»t** 
Eugene,   conferences  were   opened   at   Rastadt,    from 
which,  as  a  just  reward  for  her  perfidy,  England  was 
excluded.     A  treaty  was  soon  concluded  on  the  basis 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ryswick.     It  left  Charles  the  Low 
Countries,  and  all  the  Spanish  territories  in  Italy,  ex- 
cept Sicily ;  but,  with  Sardinia,  Bavaria  was  restored. 
France  retained  Landau,   but  restored   New  Brisach, 
Fribourg,  and  Kehl.     Thus  was  that  great  power  left 
in  possession  of  the  whole  conquests  ceded  to  Louis 
XIV.  by  the  treaties  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Nimeguen, 
and  Ryswick,  with  the  vast  addition  of  the  family  alli- 
ance with  a  Bourbon  prince  possessing  Spain  and  the 
Indies.     A  century  of  repeated  wars,  on  the  part  of 
England  and  the  European  powers,  with  France,  fol- 
lowed by  the  dreadful  struggle  of  the  Revolutionary « Mr  Pitt 
contest,  and  the  costly  campaigns  of  Wellington,  were  Keene, 
the  legacy  bequeathed  to  the  nation  by  Bolingbroke  and  Hoom  of 
Harley,  in  arresting  the  course  of  Marlborough's  victo-  syJ^coxX 
ries,  and  restoring  France  to  a  preponderance,^  when  on  m  *  ^*' 
the  eve  of  being  reduced  to  a  level  consistent  with  the 
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CHAP,    independence  of  other  states.    Well  might  Mr  Pitt  style 
'^      the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  "  the  indelible  reproach  of  the 
1712.     age;'*  and  bitterly  did  England  suflfer  for  her  guilt  in 
concluding  such  a  pacification. 

While  Marlborough  had  been  vainly  endearouring,  by 
inerMMd    his  Weight  aud  influence,  to  save  the  nation  from  a  peace 
oftii^Wi  which  should  deprive  it  of  the  whole  fruits  of  his  victo- 
iC^bo-      ries,  and  leave  it  exposed  to  the  whole  dangers  from 
^^  '       which  he  had  rescued  it,  the  Government,  and  the  base 
libellers  whom   they  employed,    were  leaving  nothing 
undone  which  would  lessen  his  reputation  or  add  to  his 
chagrin.    Every  agent  of  political  intrigue  was  employed, 
every  malignant  passion  roused,  every  mercenary  scrib- 
bler of  the  press  encouraged  to  throw  odium  on  the 
fallen  general.     The  only  anxiety  was,  who  should  tra- 
duce him  most  effectually.     His  whole  previous  life  was 
passed  in  review  ;    his  early  irregularities  at  the  gay 
court  of  Charles  II.  were  ostentatiously  brought  to  light; 
the  scurrilous  pen  of  the  author  of  the  New  Ataianlia 
was  rewarded  for  the  propagation  of  the  scandal ;  and 
even  his  subsequent  life,  so  marked  by  regularity  and 
decorum,  was  made  the  subject  of  invective;  and  his 
friendships  and  intimacies  were  construed  into  political 
intrigues,  or  stigmatised  as  crimes.   His  military  conduct 
even  was  called  in  question  ;  doubts  were  thrown  upon 
the  courage  of  the  bravest  of  the  brave.     The  object  of 
encouraging  this  extraordinary  and  almost  unparalleled 
outbreak  of  the  malignant  passions  was  very  evident.  One 
crime  necessitates  another.    Ministers  having,  in  order  to 
1  Hbt.  dm    disarm  the  mighty  hero  who  might  have  thwarted  or  im- 
445447. '   peded  the  negotiation  for  a  separate  peace,  upon  which 
siSIW    they  had  staked  their  existence,  dismissed  him  from  all 
his  employments,^  had  no  alternative  but  to  justify  the 


MABLBOBOHGH.  235 

act  of  ingratitude  by  words  of  calumnj ;  and  this  is  the     ohap. 

history  of  the  whole  persecutions  of  Marlborough.  L 

Not  content  with  assailing  his  reputation,  and  defacing  ^^^^ 
the  fair  fame  of  the  hero  who  had  raised  his  country  to  Renewed 
such  a  pitch  of  greatness,  the  Ministry  proceeded  to  a^[^um 
substantial  acts  of  aggression.  The  first  of  these  was  a  l^EmT^ 
suit  for  the  recovery  of  £15,000  a-year,  arising  from  the 
2^  per  cent  on  foreign  subsidies,  which  has  been  already 
mentioned,  and  respecting  which  Marlborough's  vindica- 
tion had  been  so  complete.  The  manner  in  which  this 
ungracious  and  unfounded  suit  was  received  in  the 
courts  of  law,  proved  that  Government  was  determined 
to  exert  all  its  influence  to  get  his  plea  in  defence 
overruled,  and  a  judgment  in  any  event  secured.  The 
next  was  the  encouragement  of  actions  against  the  Duke, 
to  the  amount  of  £30,000,  for  arrears  due  to  the  work- 
men and  contractors  at  Blenheim.  The  customary  pay- 
ments made  by  the  Treasury  to  carry  on  this  noble  and 
deserved  monument  of  national  gratitude,  had,  as  already 
noticed,  been  discontinued  since  Marlborough  had  in- 
curred  the  displeasure  of  Govemnient  by  refusing  to  sup- 
port  the  peace ;  and  four  commissioners  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  accounts.  The  Lord-Trea- 
surer gave  frequent  promises  to  obtain  warrants  from 
the  Queen  for  payment  of  the  arrears ;  but  the  thing 
was  never  done  :  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  1711,  all 
that  was  got  was  a  small  sum,  barely  adequate  to  cover- 
ing the  unfinished  part  of  the  building  from  the  incle- 
mencies of  the  weather.  Marlborough  and  the  Duchess 
steadily  adhered  to  their  wise  plan  of  refusing  to  pay 
any  part  of  these  accounts,  lest  they  should  be  held  as 
the  employers,  and  rendered  responsible  for  the  whole. 
The  result  was,  that  the  contractors,  growing  desperate. 
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CHAP,     and   secretly   encouraged   by   the   official  commission- 

ifl.    ers,  who  were  desirous  of  throwing  the  claim  off  the 

1712.     Treasury,  raised  actions  against  the  Duke  for  £30,000  ; 

and  these  suits,  in  themselves  serious,  were  rendered  the 

more  formidable  that  they  were  evidently  the  precursor 

219, 220^*   to  many  others  of  a  similar  description  that  might  be 

expected  to  follow.^ 

Disheartened  by  so  many  concurring  causes  of  chagrin. 
Mtribol  Marlborough  adopted  the  resolution  of  going  abroad, 
uiiupass-  and  withdrawing  altogether  from  English  society  at 
mtftbroAd,  home,  till  his  countrymen  should  be  more  disposed  to 
do  him  justice.  With  all  his  great  and  noble  qualities, 
and  his  utter  indifference  to  personal  danger,  he  did  not 
possess  that  lofty  sense  of  rectitude  which  prompts  to 
repel  calumny  of  language  by  purity  of  conduct,  and 
often  disarms  hostility  by  the  calm  indifference  with 
which  it  is  borne.  His  mind  was  unduly  susceptible ; 
in  that  respect  it  partook  more  of  the  feminine  than  the 
masculine  character.  His  inability  to  bear  abuse  as  well 
as  he  did  grape-shot  was  the  greatest  weakness  in  his 
character.  Yet  it  arose,  as  many  failings  do,  from  the 
excess  of  qualities  which  were  among  his  greatest  excel- 
lencies. The  very  perfection  of  courtesy,  gentleness, 
and  suavity  in  manner  himself,  he  forgot  that  these 
qualities,  in  an  equal  degree,  were  nearly  as  rare  in  men 
as  the  military  genius  by  which  he  was  distinguished. 
He  applied,  through  Mr  Maynwaring,  to  the  Lord- 
Treasurer  for  passports,  which  that  nobleman,  much  to 
his  credit,  at  once  granted,  notwithstanding  some  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet.* 

*  "  I  desiro  jou  will,  with  my  moHt  humble  Borvice,  afisure  our  friend  that 
there  hftve  been  cndeavoun  from  both  sides  to  obetruct  granting  the  pass 
desired ;  yet  I  shall  hATO  the  honour  of  putting  it  into  his  handa    I  did  not 
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Before  his  departure,  the  Duke  vested  his  estates  in     chap. 

the  hands  of  his  sons-in-law  as  trustees,  and  consigned    L 

£50,000  to  his  faithful  friend,  Cadogan,  to  be  invested      ^^^^ 
in  the  Dutch  funds,  "  in  order  to  supply  him,"  says  the 
Duchess,  "  with  the  means  of  subsistence^  should  the  3i^**^|g^*' 
Stuart  line  be  restored.'*     Having  thus  settled  his  aflFairs,  ^**'^. 
he  set  sail  from  Dover  on  the  26th  November,  without  i^',^coxi" 
any  other  honour  than  the  voluntary  salute  of  the  cap-  ^-  222-ta5. 
tain  of  the  vessel.  ^ 

Before  Marlborough  set  out  for  the  Continent,  his 
oldest  and  most  valued  friend,  the  sharer  of  his  labours,  Death Md 
the  partner  of  his  glory,  had  departed  for  that  bourne  Godoipbin. 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns,  Godolphin,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illness,  which  he  bore  with  exemplary 
patience  and  fortitude,  expired  at  the  Duke  of  St  Alban's 
house,  on  the  17th  October.  As  he  had  been  the  com- 
panion of  Marlborough  in  the  days  of  his  greatness,  so 
he  was  the  companion  of,  or  rather  preceded,  his  fall. 
Both  had  fallen  on  the  days,  so  well  known  in  this 
world  of  intrigue,  when 


u 


The  post  of  honour  ia  a  private  station." 


Godolphin's  talents  were  solid  rather  than  brilliant ; 
his  character  respectable  rather  than  commanding.  Like 
Marlborough,  he  was  an  early  friend  of  the  Stuart  family, 
and  continued,  after  their  exile,  to  do  them  every  kind- 
ness in  his  power ;  but,  unlike  him,  he  did  not  desert 
them  in  their  misfortune,  for  he  accompanied  the  fugitive 
monarch  to  the  sea-coast.  Such  was  his  probity  that, 
though  he  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  for  ten, 

think  it  worth  while  to  trouble  you  with  the  obstruction  one  meets  with ;  for, 
when  I  undertook  it,  I  was  resolved  not  to  be  deterred  from  finishing  it/' — 
Lord  Oxfwd  to  Mr  Maynwaring,  October  31, 1711 ;  Coxe,  vL  221. 
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CHAP,    and  in  ofiBce  for  twenty  years,  he  scarcely  left  enough  to 
^^'      pay  his  ftineral.*    His  temper,  judgment,  and  equanimity 
1712.     were  above  all  praise,  and  mainly  contributed,  during 
his  long  and  eyentful  career,  to  keep  together  the  dis- 
cordant elements  of  the  Whig   ministry.      His  title 
391.   Hilt  and  small  fortune  went  to  his  son  Francis,  married 
iiu45i,452.  to  Henrietta,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
834.  rough,  from  whom  the  present  and  sixth  Duke  of  Leeds 

is  descended.^ 

An  event  so  important  in  its  consequences,  and  at- 
Moraiiet-  tcudcd  with  such  momcutous  results  on  the  subsequent 
deduced  history  of  Europe  and  the  world,  as  the  fall  of  so  great 
borough*!  a  man  as  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  naturally  leads  even 
the  inconsiderate  mind  to  reflection.  Voltaire,  who 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  representing  human  affairs 
as  governed  by  chance,  considers  it  as  having  been 
entirely  brought  about  by  a  palace  intrigue,  and  has 
turned  a  well-known  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  a  fit 
of  passion  in  Mrs  Masham,  occasioned  by  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough  having  accidentally  overturned  a  cup  of 
water  on  her  brocade,  had  restored  the  tottering  throne 
of  Louis  XIV.,  and  changed  the  face  of  Europe.  Other 
writers,  especially  on  the  Continent,  struck  by  the  fright- 
ful ingratitude  evinced  to  the  hero  who  had  done  such 
inestimable  services,  both  to  his  sovereign  and  his  country, 
have  concluded  that  it  was  the  very  magnitude  of  these 
services  which  proved  his  ruin  ;  and  that,  like  Themis- 

*  '*  He  was  very  charitable  and  generous;  and  though  ho  had  liTed  so  long, 
and  had  great  employments  when  he  died,  he  had  not  in  the  world  but  about 
£14,000  in  tallie,  of  which  £7000  was  mine,  £3000  Mr  Remden's,  £1000  Mrs 
Curtis',  a  woman  that  looked  after  my  two  elder  children;  and  many  other 
small  sums  that  he  took  of  helpless  people  who  thought  themselves  safe  in 
his  hands ;  and  when  aU  his  debts  were  paid,  there  would  hardly  be  enough 
to  bury  hiiu,''^Cotiduct,  325. 
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todes,  Scipio   Africanus,  and  Belisarius^  he  affords  a    chap. 
memorable  example,  not  merely  of  the  inconstancy  and      "* 
ingratitude,  alike  of  courts  and  of  the  people,  but  of     ^712. 
the  tendency  of  irrequitable  benefits  to  nourish  no  other 
feelings  but  those  of  jealousy  and  alienation. 

Without  pretending  to  deny  that  it  was  the  rery 
greatness  of  Marlborough  which  was  the  immediate  Th«  ^nip- 
cause  of  his  fall,  and  fully  admitting  that,  if  he  had  not  tion  or  ' 
placed  his  soyereign  on  the  throne,  delivered  Europe,  ron{|ii  and 
and  raised  his  country  to  an  unexampled  pitch  of  glory,  ^L  one^ 
he  would  in  all  probability  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  of  bu^fioT 
his  honours  in  peace,  and  to  sink  into  the  grave  after  a 
tranquil  old  age — it  is  yet  very  apparent  that  he  him- 
self, and  the  party  to  which  he  belonged,  were  not 
wholly  blameless  in  the  rupture  which  ensued,  and  that 
they  had,  in  a  great  degree,  their  own  grasping  ambition 
to  thank  for  their  fall  The  more  the  secret  history  of 
Queen  Anne's  reign  is  studied,  the  more  clearly  does  it 
appear  that  this  grasping  disposition  was  the  original 
cause  which  made  the  Queen  jealous  of  the  Whigs,  and 
produced  an  alienation  between  her  and  the  Marlborough 
family.  It  was  this  which  made  them  force  Sunderland 
upon  her  as  Secretary  of  State,  and  force  Harley  from 
her  in  the  same  capacity,  refuse  promotion  to  Colonel 
Hill,  and  strive  to  effect  the  removal  of  Mrs  Masham. 
They  required  to  have  everything  to  themselves;  no 
compromise  or  division  was  admissible  :  the  Crown  was 
powerless  :  a  party  had  become  the  rulers  of  the  state  ; 
a  family  overshadowed  the  throne.  In  Marlborough's 
case,  this  lofty  pre-eminence,  so  far  as  he  individually  is 
concerned,  cannot  be  considered  as  a  fault.  It  arose 
unavoidably  from  his  greatness.  His  vast  civil  and 
military  capacity  attracted  everything,  not  only  in  Eng- 


240  THE   LIFE   OF 

oHAP.  land,  but  in  Europe,  around  his  standards.  His  camp, 
^^'  like  that  of  Caesar  or  Napoleon,  contained  not  only  the 
*7i*2.  headquarters  of  the  commander-in-chief,  but  the  cabinet 
of  the  statesman — ^the  oflGice  of  the  Foreign  Secretary. 
He  was  the  real  head  of  the  Alliance.  But  the  same 
excuse  cannot  be  made  for  the  grasping  ambition  and 
exclusive  spirit  of  his  party  at  home,  or  the  domineering 
disposition  and  irritable  temper  of  his  Duchess ;  and 
the  latter  causes  sowed  the  first  seeds  of  division 
between  hearts  in  the  outset  as  closely  united  as  those 
of  human  beings  can  be  in  this  world. 

But  we  should  widely  err  if  we  stopped  short  here, 
itwrnath*   and  ascribed  the  fall  of  Marlborough,  and  change  of  the 
▼dtoa^iut  face  of  Europe,  to  the  grasping  ambition  of  the  Whigs, 
wbicboo^'^  as  its  sole  and  ultimate  cause.     The  point  is,  what  made 
^^^itnut  them  so  grasping  ?     What  induced,  at  that  particular 
nign.    ^^  time,  such  an  exclusive  spirit  and  insatiable  ambition, 
in  the  leaders  of  a  party,  as  rendered  them  at  once 
irksome  to  the  sovereign  and  an  object  of  jealousy  to 
the  nation  ?     The  cause  is  very  apparent.     They  had 
been  traitors  to  their  oaths;  they  had  slain  their  sove- 
reign ;   they  had  overturned   a   dynasty.     The  Great 
Rebellion,  and  the  Revolution   of  1688,  had  left  the 
seeds  of  unavoidable  dissension  between  the  sovereign  and 
the  party  which  had  placed  her  on  the  throne.      Queen 
Anne  was  perpetually  haunted  by  the  recollection  of  the 
fate  of  her  grandfather,  Charles  I.      She  studied  his 
tragic  story  incessantly,  and  in  secret  dreaded  the  pro- 
stration of  the  Crown,  and  destruction  of  herself,  from 
the  ascendency  of  a  party  which  had  done  both  to  her 
predecessors.     The   sudden   insurrection  of  the  nation 
against  her  father,  and  the  entire  defection  of  his  sup- 
porters, had  inspired  her  with  a  secret  distrust  of  men 
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in  \7h0m  the  qualities  of  fidelity  and  constancy  had    ohap. 
proved  to  be  so  lamentably  deficient.    She  naturally,      ^' 
therefore,  felt  herself  attracted  towards  a  party  whose     ^^^^ 
watchwords  were  Loyalty  and  Deyotion,  and  which,  in 
the  worst  times,  in  the  field  or  on  the  scafibld,  had 
shown  themselyes  true  to  their  principles  and  faithful 
to  their  oaths.     She  was  attracted  to  the  Cavaliers  as 
naturally  and  unavoidably  as  the  friends  of  freedom 
were  to  the  cause  of  Russell  and  Sidney. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  large  share  which  they  had 
had  in  these  convulsions,  and  the  evident  tendency  of  The Mme 
their  principles,  if  pushed  to  extremities  in  troubled  times,  d^  the 
to  rcprod«<i  them,  was  the  real  reason  which  rendered  Sff^<. 

the  Whiffi 

the  Whigs  so  tenacious  of  oflSce,  and  so  inordinately 
ambitious  of  all  the  patronage  and  influence  which  could 
support  them  in  it.  They  felt  a  secret  conviction  that 
their  position  was  insecure  ;  they  rested  on  the  unstable 
equilibrium.  They  knew  that  there  could  be  little 
sincere  reliance,  in  the  sovereign  on  the  throne,  upon  a 
party  which  had  beheaded  her  grandfather  and  dethroned 
her  father ;  and  therefore  they  felt  an  insatiable  desire 
to  strengthen  themselves  in  office,  in  such  a  way  as 
should  render  them  independent  of  any  change  in  her 
disposition,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  her  suspicions. 
They  were  haunted,  like  the  Jacobins  of  Paris  a  century 
after,  and  from  the  same  reason,  by  a  perpetual  dread  of 
a  Restoration.  Thence  their  anxiety  to  secure  the 
patronage  of  all  offices  under  Government  to  themselves; 
thence  their  desire,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  have  no  one 
round  the  person  of  the  sovereign  but  their  own  devoted 
adlierents  ;  thence  their  grasping  ambition,  their  exclu- 
sive system,  their  unpopularity  both  with  the  sovereign 
and  the  nation,  and  their  fall.     The  great  lesson  to  be 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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OHAP.  learned  from  the  eveutfiil  story  of  Queen  Anne's  reign, 
"•  as  of  all  other  periods  which  succeed  those  of  civil  con- 
1712.  Yulsion,  is,  that  political  crimes  draw  after  them,  eren  in 
this  world,  their  own  punishment ;  that  the  causes  which 
induce  that  punishment  are  the  very  ones  which  the 
criminals  devise  to  avert  it;  and  that,  of  all  public 
crimes,  the  greatest  and  the  most  irremediable  are  those 
which  sever  the  bonds  that  unite  the  sovereign  and  the 
people. 

But  the  people  themselves  were  far  from  being  imma- 
Erron  of    culatc  at  this  crfsis.    On  the  contrary,  they  largely  shared 
at  tiSi       at  once  in  the  ingratitude  of  the  Court  and  the  blindness 
of  the  Government.    They  entered  not  only  readily,  but 
cordially  and  enthusiastically,  into  the  persecution  of  the 
illustrious  general  who  had  raised  their  country  to  such 
an  unparalleled  pitch  of  glory ;  they  evinced  the  too 
frequent,  and  to  human  nature  degrading,  jealousy  of 
Uttle  against  great  minds.     Such  was  the  strength  of 
this  feeling  that  it  led  them  to  overlook,  not  only  every 
consideration  of  prudence  and  wisdom,  but  every  atten- 
tion to  their  own  and  their  children's  interests ;    to 
forget  alike  their  principles,  their  policy,  and  security  ; 
and  generally  support,  at  the  close  of  a  war  in  the  pro- 
secution of  which  they  had  made  the  greatest  sacrifices, 
and  displayed  the  noblest  spirit,   a  peace  which  was 
characterised  by  the  abandonment  of  all  the  objects  for 
which  those  sacrifices  had  been  made,  and  all  the  secu- 
rities which  that  spirit  had  enabled  them  to  attain. 
Still  greater,  because  blacker  and  more  unpardonable, 
Ftniuof     was  the  ingratitude  of  the  Queen  on  this  occasion.     Her 
and  Si  "   fault  was  of  a  far  deeper  dye  than  that  either  of  the 
thiieruii.    Whigs  or  Tories,  for  it  was  mixed  up  with  personal 
feeling,  it  was  stained  by  odious  ingratitude.      Marl- 
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borough  had  in  every  sense  been  the  architect  of  her  chap. 
fortune.  By  displacing  her  father,  he  had  been  mainly  ^^' 
instrumental  in  placing  her  on  the  throne;  he  had  *^^^* 
secured  her  there  by  the  wisdom  of  his  measures,  and 
illustrated  her  reign  by  the  glory  of  his  actions.  What- 
ever he  had  been  to  others,  to  her  at  least  he  had  been 
a  true  and  faithful  servant — a  wise  and  trusty  counsellor 
— a  successful  and  glorious  general.  Yet  she  repaid  all 
these  inestimable  services  by  the  blackest  ingratitude, 
and  not  only  acquiesced,  but  took  the  lead,  in  a  series  of 
persecutions  of  her  first  and  greatest  subject,  her  first 
and  greatest  benefactor,  which  were  a  disgrace  to  the 
age  in  which  she  lived,  and  to  the  end  of  the  world  will 
be  a  hissing  and  a  reproach  against  human  nature  itself. 
Her  Tory  ministers  were  blameable,  not  because  they 
strove  to  supplant  Marlborough  and  the  Whigs  in  power, 
but  because,  in  the  prosecution  of  that  object,  they 
abandoned  all  the  main  objects  of  our  foreign  policy, 
relinquished  all  the  fruits  of  the  war,  and  carried  their 
political  hostility  beyond  all  bounds  into  private  malig- 
nity and  persecution.  But  in  Queen  Anne's  case,  these 
ofiences,  grave  as  they  are,  were  mingled  with  others  of 
a  deeper  dye ;  for  she  was  not  only  unwise  and  incon- 
sistent as  a  sovereign,  but  ungrateful  and  revengeful  as  a 
woman. 

It  is  recorded  by  Lord  Bacon,  that  when  the  English 
ganison  of  Calais,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  was  Moral  iVi- 
evacuating  that  fortress  after  its  capitulation  to  the  rabse^uent 
Duke  of  Guise,  a  French  oflBcer  said  to  an  English, 
"  Wlien  will  your  standard  be  again  seen  here  V 
"  When  your  national  sins  shall  exceed  oursl^  was  the 
Englishman's  reply.  We  have  seen  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  memorable  prophecy.    The  march  of  Marl- 
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CHAP,  borough  and  Eugene  to  Paris  in  1711  was  interrapted, 
^^  and  a  disgraceful  peace  concluded,  in  consequence  of 
^^^^  divisions  and  heartburnings — the  sad  bequest  of  two 
successful  revolutions  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  repeatedlj, 
during  the  eighteenth  century,  England  was  brought  to 
the  verge  of  ruin  in  consequence.  But  time  rolled  on, 
and  brought  its  wonted  changes  on  its  wings.  Eng- 
land, under  the  Hanoverian  dynasty,  which  Marlborough 
seated  on  the  throne,  enjoyed  during  a  century  the  ines- 
timable blessings  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  com- 
bined with  devotion  and  loyalty  to  the  throne.  The 
national  feeling  was  composed  of  all  the  generous  aspir- 
ations which  actuated  the  Whigs  of  the  preceding  cen- 
tury, and  all  the  noble  devotion  which  sustained  the 
Tories.  Meanwhile,  France,  during  the  same  period, 
was  distracted  by  the  passions,  and  at  last  torn  by 
the  convulsions,  which  had  desolated  England  a  cen- 
tury before ;  and  what  was  the  result  ?  Such,  and 
such  only,  as  under  the  administration  of  a  righteous 
Providence  might  be  expected.  The  march  of  Eugene 
and  Marlborough,  suspended  for  a  century,  was  re- 
newed ;  victory  was  in  the  end  faithful  to  the  stan- 
dards of  freedom  and  loyalty,  of  patriotism  and  perse- 
verance ;  the  national  sins  of  France  had  exceeded 
those  of  England,  and  the  anticipated  result  took  place  : 
the  gates  of  Calais  were  entered  by  the  English  horse, 
which  had  traversed  France  from  Bayonne;  and  the 
standards  of  Wellington  and  Blucher  were  seen  on  the 
towers  of  Paris. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

MARLBOROUGH'S  BRILLIANT  REOEFTION  ON  THE  CONTINENT. — LOBES 
THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  MINDEUraElM. — HIS  MEASURES  TO  SECURE 
THE  HANOVERIAN  SUCCESSION.  —  COUNTER-MEASURES  OF  BOLINGh 
BROKE  TO  RESTORE  THE  STUARTS. — ^DEATH  OF  QUEEN  ANNE,  AND 
ACCESSION  OF  GEORGE  I. — ^MARLBOROUGH  IS  APPOINTED  COMMANDERr 
IN-CHIEF. — HIS  WISE  MEASURES  DEFEAT  THE  REBELLION  IN  1715. 
— IS  STRUCK  WITH  APOPLEXY,  AND  RETIRES  FROM  PUBLIC  LIFE. 
— HIS  DEATH  AND  CHARACTEa — PUBLIC  FUNERAL,  AND  HONOURS 
PAID  TO  HIS  MEMORY. 

Like  all  other  great  contests  which  hare  desolated  the    chap. 
world,  the  War  of  the  Succession,  although  ostensibly      ^ 
waged  on  account  of  the  Spanish  succession,  was  really     i^is, 
the  result  of  opposite  and  contending  principles  which  Maribo- 
diyided  mankind.     Civil  and  religious  liberty  was  the  JJ^^"^ 
cause  for  which  Marlborough  contended,  and  its  success  ^goiT 
was  wound  up  with  the  Hanoverian  succession.      Civil  SlSSSSr 
despotism  was  the  principle  which  animated  the  armies  of 
Louis ;  the  establishment  of  the  Romish  faith  would  have 
followed  their  triumph,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Stuart 
line  was  its  symbol    The  Elector  of  Hanover  was  found 
with  the  one  host,  the  Pretender  was  conspicuous  in  the 
ranks  of  the  other.     The  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  the 
factious  spirit  which  had  come  to  animate  the  British 
counsels,  had  deprived  Marlborough  of  the  means  of 
securing  the  independence  of  his  country  by  the  condi- 
tions of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  at  the  same  time 
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OHAP.  demonstrated  in  the  clearest  manner  the  force  of  his 
^  genius,  by  the  disasters  which  had  befallen  the  Alliance 
1713.  since  he  had  been  removed  from  its  direction.  But 
Providence,  even  during  the  few  remaining  years  allotted 
to  his  earthly  career,  had  reserved  for  him  another 
triumph,  which  involved  within  itself  the  dearest  objects 
for  which  he  had  contended  in  the  field.  As  the  life  of 
Queen  Anne  drew  towards  a  close,  the  efforts  of  the 
opposite  parties  to  secure  the  Hanoverian  and  Stuart 
succession  respectively  became  more  animated ;  and  the j 
were  so  nearly  balanced  that  it  was  hard  to  say  to 
which  side  success  would  incline.  But  in  this  crisis  the 
influence  and  counsels  of  Marlborough  interposed  with 
decisive  effect  in  favour  of  the  Hanoverian  family ;  and 
to  his  wisdom  and  patriotism  we  are  mainly  indebted 
for  the  establishment  of  a  family  on  the  throne,  whose 
title  to  it  is  founded  on  the  assertion  of  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religious  freedom. 

If  Marlborough  had  experienced  in  his  own  country 
Maribo-      the  usual  envy  of  little  at  great  minds,  and  the  well- 
^iv^      known  and  oft-experienced  ingratitude  of  sovereigns  and 
highest       their  subjects  for  inappreciable  services,  he  was  in  some 
tte  (^t?"  degree  indemnified  by  his  reception  on  the  Continent. 
2^%Vr*  On  landing  at  Brille,  on  the  24th  November,  he  was 
received   with    such   demonstrations   of  gratitude   and 
respect  as  showed  how  deeply  his  public  services  had 
sunk  into  the  hearts  of  men,  and  how  warmly  they 
appreciated  his  efforts  to  avert  from  England  and  the 
coalition  the  evils  likely  to  flow  from  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht.     He  departed  on  the  following  morning  under 
a  triple  discharge  of  artillery,  and  was  received  at  Ant- 
werp, outside  the  walls,  by  the  governor,  the  Marquis 
of  Terracina,  who  paid  him  every  respect  in  his  power. 
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Unanimous  acclamations  burst  from  the  multitude,  as     chap. 
the  great  general,  who  had  delivered  them  from  the  yoke      ^ 
of  France,  passed  through  the  streets.     At  Maestricht     ^^li. 
he  was  welcomed  with  the  honours  usually  reserved  for 
sovereign  princes ;  and  although  he  did  his  utmost,  on 
the  journey  to  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to  avoid  attracting  the 
public  attention,  and  to  slip  unobserved  through  by- 
ways, yet  the  eagerness  of  the  public,  or  the  gratitude 
of  his  old  soldiers,  discovered  him  wherever  he  went. 
Wherever  he  passed,  crowds  of  all  ranks  were  waiting 
to  see  him,  were  it  only  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  hero 
who  had  saved  the  Empire,  and  filled  the  world  with  his 
renown.   All  were  struck  with  his  noble  air  and  demean- 
our, softened,  though  not  weakened,  by  the  approach  of 
age.      They  declared  that  his  appearance  was  not  less 
overpowering  than  his  sword.     Many  burst  into  tears 
when  they  recollected  what  he  had  been,  and  what  he 
was,  and  how  unaccountably  the  great  nation  to  which 
he  belonged  had  fallen  from  the  height  of  glory  to  such 
degradation.      Yet  was  the  manner  of  Marlborough  so 
courteous  and  yet  animated,  his  conversation  so  simple 
and  yet  cheerful,  that  it  was  commonly  said  at  the  time^ 
"  that  the  only  things  he  had  forgotten  were  his  own 
deeds,  and  the  only  things  he  remembered  were  the 
misfortunes  of  others."     Crowds  of  all  ranks,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  hastened  to  attend  his  levee  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle  on  the  17th  January  1714;  and  the 
Duke  de  Ledeguires,  on  leaving  it,  said,  with  equal  jus-  Maiib.  iu. 
tice  and  felicity,  "  I  can  now  say  that  I  have  seen  the  Life  of  * 
man  who  is  equal  to  the  Mareschal  de  Turenne  in  con-  rough,  175. 
duct,  to  the  Prince  of  Cond^  in  courage,  and  superior  to  22wk2L 
the  Mareschal  de  Luxembourg  in  success.^'  ^ 

But  if  the  veteran  hero  found  some  compensation^ 
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in  the  unanimous  admiration  of  foreign  nations,  for  the 
ingratitude  with  which  he  had  been  treated  by  the 
^^^*-     Government  of  his  own,  he  was  soon  destined  to  find 
Bue  inm-  that  Substantial  gratitude  for  past  services  was  not  to  be 

titndeolthe  ,      ,      ,   -  n       -  i  i  - 

looked  for  among  foreign  potentates  any  more  than  nis 
own  countrymen.  Upon  the  restoration  of  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria,  by  the  Treaty  of  Rastadt,  the  principality  of 
Mindelsheim,  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  him  after 
the  battle  of  Blenheim  by  the  Emperor  Joseph,  and 
was  situated  in  that  Electorate,  was  resumed  by  the 
Elector.  No  stipulation  in  his  favour  was  made  either 
by  the  British  government  or  the  Imperial  court,  and 
therefore  the  estate,  which  yielded  a  clear  revenue  of 
£2000  a-year,  was  lost  to  Marlborough.  He  trans- 
mitted, through  Prince  Eugene,  a  memorial  to  the 
Emperor,  claiming  an  indemnity  for  his  loss ;  but 
though  it  was  earnestly  supported  by  that  generous 
prince,  yet,  being  unaided  by  any  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  English  ministry,  it  was  allowed  to  fall  asleep.*  An 
indemnity  was  often  promised,  even  by  the  Emperor  in 
writing  ;f  but  performance  of  the  promise  was  always 
evaded.^     The  duke  was  made  a  prince  of  the  Holy 
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•  *'  As  800D  aa  I  received  your  Higboess's  letter,  I  did  not  fail  to  give  the 
memorial  to  his  Imperial  and  Catholic  Mi^esty,  who  ordered  me  to  assure 
you  that  ho  will  never  forget  the  great  services  you  have  rendered  him  and 
his  fiEtmily,  and  that  he  will  contrive  that  your  Highness  shall  keep  your 
estate ;  and  in  case  the  restitution  of  Mindelsheim  takes  place,  will  indemnify 
you.  You  may  be  assured  I  shall  omit  nothing  that  may  be  serviceable  to  you. 
Of  this,  the  friendship  that  has  always  existed  between  us  may  com-ince  you.** 
— Prince  Eugene  to  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Vienna,  May  25, 1714  ;  CoXK,  vi.  248. 

t  At  the  future  congress,  his  Imperial  Majesty  will  do  all  that  is  possible 
to  sustain  my  Lord  Duke  in  the  principality  of  Mindelsheim ;  but  if  it  should 
■o  happen  that  any  invincible  difficulty  should  occur  in  that  afiair,  his  Im- 
perial Highness  will  give  his  Highness  an  equivalent  out  of  his  own  heredi- 
tary dominions.** — Emperor  Charles  VI,  to  Duchest  of  MarUwrough,  August 
8, 1714  ;  Coxs,  vL  248. 
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Roman  Empire,  but  obtained  nothing  but  empty  honours    chap. 
for  his  serrices ;  and  at  this  moment  these  high-sounding       ^' 
titles  are  all  that  remain  in  the  Marlborough  family  to     ^714. 
testify  the  gratitude  of  the  Caesars  to  the  hero  who  saved 
their  imperial  and  royal  thrones. 

The  same  oblivion  of  past  and  invaluable  services, 
when  they  were  no  longer  required,   pursued  the  illus-  continued 
trious  general  in  his  declining  years,  on  the  part  of  his  against  him 
own  countrymen.     The  got-up  stories  about  embezzle-  """""■ 
ment,  and  dilapidation  of  the  public  money  in  Flanders, 
were  allowed  to  go  to  sleep  when  they  had  answered 
their  destined  purpose  of  bringing  about  his  fall  from 
political  power.     No  grounds  were  found  for  a  prose- 
cution, or  which  could  afford  a  chance  of  success,  even 
in  the  swamped  and  now  subservient  House  of  Peers. 
But  everything  that  malice  could  suggest,  or  party  bit- 
terness effect,  was  employed  to  fill  the  last  days  of  the 
immortal  hero  with  anxiety  and  disquiet.     Additional 
charges  were  brought  against  him  by  the  commissioners, 
founded  on  the  allegation  that  he  had  drawn  a  pistole  ^Dokeof 
per  troop,  and  ten  shillings  a  company,  for  mustering  rongii^s 
the  soldiers,  though  in  the  foreign  auxiliaries   it  was  Jane  2/ 
often  not  done.     Marlborough  at  once  transmitted  avi.231. 

Pari  Hiat. 

refutation  of  those  fresh  charges,  so  clear  and  decisive  vi.  1182. 
that  it  entirely  silenced  those  accusations.^  *     But  his 

*  ''  Mt  Lord, — I  was  extremely  surprised  to  find  myself  charged  with 
mismanagement  of  the  public  money,  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
accoimts,  on  pretence  of  the  subject-troops  having  been  mustered  complete 
during  the  war,  and  the  foreigners  not  being  mustered  at  alL  It  is  easy  to 
misrepresent  the  best  things,  and  give  the  greatest  falsehoods  an  air  of 
truth,  by  suppressing  of  circumstances ;  by  relating  fSEtcts  by  halves ;  by  re- 
porting only  parts  of  answers ;  by  confounding  of  times,  and  drawing  conclu- 
sions from  inuendos  and  suppositions,  which  I  shall  demonstrate  to  be  the 
manner  I  am  treated  on  this  occasion.  I  am  charged,  first,  with  the  want  of 
authority  for  passing  the  troops  complete;  and  it  is  insinuated,  in  the  next 
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CHAP,    enemies,  though  driven  from  this  ground,  still  persecuted 

^'       him  with  unrelenting  malice.  The  noble  pile  of  Blenheim, 

^^^^-     standing,  as  it  did,  an  enduring  monument  at  once  of  the 

Duke's  seiTices,  and  the  nation's  gratitude,  was  a  grieyous 

ejesore  to  the  dominant  majority  in  England,  and  they 

did  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  its  completion. 

Orders  were  first  given  to  the  Treasury,  on  June  1, 
Suspension  1712,  to  suspeud  any  further  payments  from  the  royal 

of  tne  build-  «  .,  .     .  •    <     j       ^ 

in^  of  Bien-  cxchequcr ;  and  commissioners  were  appomted  to 
pubiie%x-^  investigate  the  claims  of  the  creditors  and  expense  of 
^^'^  the  work.  They  recommended  the  advance  of  a  third 
to  each  claimant,  which  was  accordingly  made  ;  but  as 
many  years  elapsed,  and  no  further  payments  to 
account  were  made,  the  principal  creditors  brought  an 
action  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  against  the  Duke,  as 
personally  liable  for  the  amount,  and  the  court  pro- 
nounced decree  in  favour  of  the  plaintifiB,  which  was 
affirmed,  after  a  long  litigation,  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Meanwhile  the  building  itself,  for  want  of  any  pay- 


place,  that  the  doing  it  was  a  detriment  and  prejudice  to  the  public.  Ab  to 
the  want  of  authority,  this  objection  is,  in  fact,  false;  for  the  late  high 
treasurer,  Lord  Godolphin,  and  myself,  were  empowered  by  Parliament  to 
take  off  respites,  to  pass  musters  complete,  and  to  act  as  we  should  find  most 
for  her  Majesty's  service  in  those  matters ;  as  appears  by  a  clause  in  an  act  of 
Parliament,  passed  in  the  year  1702,  or  1703,  of  which  Mr  Cardoncl  can  give 
an  exact  and  particular  account :  and  I  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  my  Lord 
Bolingbroko,  who  was  then  Secretary  of  War,  for  a  confirmation  of  what  I 
allege  in  this  affiiir.  As  to  the  pretending  it  has  increased  the  public  expense, 
the  contrary  is  so  manifestly  known,  that,  had  the  commissioners  examined 
any  one  officer  of  the  army  on  that  point,  or  taken  the  trouble  to  compute 
how  little  the  non-effective  money  amounted  to,  and  how  much  the  recruits 
cost,  it  would  have  appeared  as  plain  as  a  mathematical  demonstration  that 
very  great  sums  had  been  saved  to  the  public  by  this  way  of  recruiting.  I 
am  certain  no  officer  will  refuse  to  attest,  on  oath,  that  this  fund  was  seldom 
or  ever  sufficient  to  complete  their  companies ;  and  I  appeal  to  all  those  who 
sit  in  the  House,  whether  my  obliging  the  captains  to  recruit  out  of  the  non- 
effective money  waa  not  complained  of  as  a  hardship  on  them,  since  they 


MARLBOBOUGH.  251 

master,  was  at  a  stand  ;  and  this  noble  pile,  this  proud     chap. 
monument  of  a  nation's  gratitude,  would  have  remained       ^' 
a  modem  ruin  to  this  day,  had  it  not  been  completed      ^^u. 
from  the  private  fiinds  of  the  hero  whose  services  it  was 
intended  to  commemorate.     But  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, as  well  as  the  Duchess,  were  too  much  inte- 
rested in  the  work  to  allow  it  to  remain  unfinished.    He 
left  by  his  will  fifty  thousand  pounds  to  complete  the 
building,  which  was  still  in  a  very  unfinished  state  at 
the  time  of  his   death,   and  the   duty  was   faithfully 
performed  by  the  Duchess  after  his  decease.     From  the 
accounts  of  the  total  expense,  preserved  at  Blenheim,  it 
appears  that,  out  of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds 
which  the  whole  edifice  cost,  no  less  than  sixty  thousand 
pounds  was  provided  from  the  private  funds  of  the  Duke  369-372.  ' 
of  Marlborough.^ 

The  removal  of  Marlborough  from  power  and  com- 
mand, and  his  departure  for  the  Continent,  did  not  ap- 
pease, but  rather  tended  to  increase,  the  dissensions  at 


wero  very  often  forced  to  apply  part  of  their  personal  pay  to  complete  their 
companies ;  for  which  reason,  frequent  applications  were  made  to  me,  by  aU 
the  general  officers  of  the  foot,  to  obtain  some  consideration  for  the  captains 
on  account  of  this  extraordinary  expense.  I,  however,  always  withstood  it, 
to  prevent  increasing  the  charge  of  the  army  in  Flanders,  which  would  have 
been  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  giving  anything  like  recruit-money  by 
Parliament.  That  the  public  has  gained  very  considerably  by  the  method  I 
put  this  matter  in,  is  a  truth  not  only  proved  by  fiicts,  and  witnessed  by  all 
the  officers  in  the  army,  but  of  a  nature  that  it  carries  self  evidence  along 
with  it ;  for,  upon  reckoning  the  recruits  to  cost  four  or  five  pounds  a-man, 
and  the  vacancy  from  whence  that  sum  is  to  arise,  at  sixpence  a-day,  and 
considering  the  regiments  came  complete  into  the  field,  and  that  several  of 
the  men  died,  and  were  killed  at  the  latter  end  of  the  campaign,  it  will  appear 
that  the  fimd  of  non-effective  money  was  not  sufficient  for  the  recruiting, 
and  the  captains,  consequently,  under  a  necessity  of  supplying  what  was 
wanting  out  of  their  personal  pay ;  for  a  particular  state  of  which  I  refer 
to  any  one  colonel  it  may  be  thought  fit  to  examine." — Coze,  voL  vi. 
p.  231-2-3 
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CHAP.     Queen  Anne's  court,  and  in  her  cabinet.   Success  brought 

^'       its  usual  and  attendant  divisions  to  the  victorious  party. 

*^^*'     Mrs  Masham  and  the  Duchess  of  Somerset  were  the 

6. 

Dittension  hcads  of  thc  Contending  coteries  in  the  former ;  Oxford 
Lady  Ma-    and  Bolingbroke  of  the  opposite  parties  in  the  latter. 

siuun  and  .  _ 

the  Duchess  Mrs  (who  had  lately  been  created  Lady)  Masham  was 
* .    the  principal  agent  on'^behalf  of  tne  exiled  family,  and 

P^^^^^^    was  the  channel  by  which  continual  representations  were 
made  to  the  Queen  from  the  courts  of  Versailles  and 
St  Germains.     She  worked  not  without  success  on  the 
family  aflFections  of  the  sovereign,  her  natural  prefer- 
ence of  her  own  line  over  that  of  the  Hanover  family — 
to  whom  the  succession  opened  by  Act  of  Parliament — 
and  her  now  openly-avowed  adoption  of  Tory  principles 
in  government.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Duchess  of 
Somerset,  who  might  be  called  the  head  of  the  Tory 
Protestant  party  at  court,  worked  not  less  assiduously 
in  magnifying  the  dangers  to  the  Reformed  faith,  and 
the  risk  of  fresh  convulsions,  not  only  if  the  exiled 
family  were  restored,  but  if  any  decisive  steps  were 
taken  towards  their  restoration.     The  Queen,  who  was 
now  advanced  in  years,  and  declining  in  health,  long 
floated  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  between  these  contend- 
ing parties — her  secret  partialities  impelling  her  one 
way,  her  reason  and  judgment  inclining  another ;  and 

253, 264. '  to  the  mental  anxiety  which  this  conflict  produced,  her 

819, 320*.     death  at  no  distant  period  is  in  a  great  degree  to  be 
ascribed.^ 

The   cabinet,   as   is  usual  in   such  cases,  contained 

7.  . 

Andof'oz-  within  itself  the  heads  of  the  rival  parties  whose  oppo- 

Boiing-       site  opinions  distracted  the  royal  breast  and  divided 

the  cabinet,  the  uatiou.     Harlcy,  now  Earl  of  Oxford,  was  the  head 

of  the  one ;  St  John,  now  Viscount  Bolingbroke,  the 
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chief  of  the  other.  Oxford  was  prime-minister,  and  chap. 
enjoyed  the  chief  confidence  of  the  sovereign ;  and  he  ^' 
was  sincerely  attached  to  the  Protestant  succession,  17'*- 
although  in  the  struggle  for  power,  and  to  secure  a 
majority  in  Parliament  for  the  separate  peace,  he  had 
not  scrupled  to  pay  court  to  the  Jacobites  in  Great 
Britain,  and  even  to  enter  for  a  time  into  the  views  of 
the  court  of  St  Germains.  He  was  honest  in  intention, 
and  comparatively  pure  in  morals  ;  but  ambitious,  un- 
scrupulous in  the  scramble  for  power,  subtle,  and  gifted 
with  extraordinary  powers  of  dissimulation.  While  his 
public  measures  seemed  to  favour  the  interests  of  the 
Tories,  he  was  indefatigable  in  his  efibrts  to  court  the 
Whigs,  and  support  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  whom  he 
regarded  as  the  real  and  constitutional  heir  to  the  throne. 
Bolingbroke,  on  the  other  hand,  brilliant  in  conversation, 
powerful  in  eloquence,  fascinating  in  manner,  but  dissi- 
pated in  morals  and  reckless  in  conduct,  was  rapidly 
gaining  ground,  though  in  the  subordinate  situation  of 
Foreign  Secretary,  on  the  astute  Premier,  both  by  his 
great  abilities,  and  by  the  entire  coincidence  of  his  feel- 
ings and  principles  with  the  confirmed  partialities  of  the 
sovereign.  He  was  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  the  cause 
of  the  exiled  family,  and  looked  confidently  forward  to 
their  restoration.  He  was  intrusted  with  the  secret 
designs  of  the  court  of  St  Germains,  and  was  daily 
rendering  their  party  in  Great  Britain  more  formidable 
by  his  frank  conciliating  manners,  and  the  undisguised  253, 2&4. ' 
preference  evinced  for  him  by  his  royal  mistress.^ 

The  new  Parliament,  as  is  usual  on  the  eve  of  a  poli- 
tical crisis  or  civil  convulsion,  exhibited  a  strange  confu- 
sion of  parties,  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  say  to  which 
side,  if  an  emergency  arose,  the  majority  would  incline. 
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CHAP.  The  Tories  had  a  considerable  majority — not  less,  if  they 
^'  were  united,  than  a  third  of  the  whole  House  ;  but  they 
1714.  ^^re  split  into  two  sections — those  who  favoured,  and 
otnn^e  thosc  who  opposcd,  the  Hanoverian  succession  ;  and  this 
parties  in  divisiou  would,  01  coursc,  raugc  them  on  opposite  sides 
of  Paruir'  on  the  demise  of  the  reigning  sovereign.  The  Scotch 
™*°  Jacobites,  both  in  the  Lords  and  Commons,  would,  of 

course,  unite  with  the  latter  of  these  section  ;  and  they 
were  of  importance,  from  their  courage,  their  fidelity,  and 
their  command  of  the  warlike  mountaineers  of  Caledonia. 
The  Whigs  were  consistent  and  united,  and  the  steady- 
friends  of  the  Hanoverian  succession  ;  but  they  were  out 
of  power — were  in  a  minority,  since  the  last  election  and 
creation  of  Peers,  in  both  Houses — and  in  a  still  smaller 
minority  of  the  whole  empire.  In  these  circumstances,  it 
was  difficult  to  say  to  which  party,  on  the  question  of  the 
succession  opening,  victory  would  incline.  Bolingbroke 
sketched  the  real  state  of  parties  with  his  usual  graphic 
felicity,  in  these  words, — "  In  both  Houses  there  are 
the  best  dispositions  I  ever  saw ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  tell 
you  their  plans  are  unimproved  :  the  Whigs  pursue  their 
plan  in  good  order,  and  in  concert.  The  Tories  stand 
at  gaze,  expect  the  Court  to  lead  them  on,  and  the  Court 
seems  in  a  lethargy.  The  minority,  and  that  minority 
unpopular,  must  get  the  better  of  the  majority,  who  have 
the  sense  of  the  nation  on  their  side.  All  that  can  be 
done  is  doing  to  prevail  on  our  friend,  the  Lord-Trea- 
surer, to  alter  his  measures  ;  to  renew  a  confidence  with 
1  Boiing-  the  Tories,  and  a  spirit  in  them  ;  and  to  give  a  regular 
Lord  straf-  motiou  to  all  the  wheels  of  government.     I  am  sanguine 

ford.  Cor-  °  ° 

mp.it.  494.  enough  to  hope  that  we  shall  prevail.     You  shall  hear 
11478.   *    from  mc  again  the  moment  I  see  through  the  present 
confused  workings  of  Court  and  Fartt/"  ^ 
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This  strange  and  unsatisfactory  state  of  parties  was     ohap. 
strongly  evinced  in  the  measures  of  Parliament  during       ^' 
the  session  of  1714.     At  one  time  the  Commons  passed,      ^7i4. 
by  a  majority  of  seventy-six  to  sixty-four,  a  resolution,  contridic- 
that  the  Protestant  succession  was  not  in  danger ;  imme-  ro2«"Jnii« 
diately  after,  they  gave  the  most  decisive  proof  of  their  iTwnti^" 
sense  of  the  reality  of  the  danger,  by  carrying  in  the  ?S^re.**^* 
Peers  an  address  to  the  Queen,  praying  her  to  renew 
her  application  for  the  removal  of  the  Pretender  from 
Lorraine,  and  to  issue  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward 
of  £5000  for  apprehending  and  bringing  to  justice  the 
same  Prince,  if  he  should  land  in  Great  Britain.    Mean- 
while the  Qaeen  was  silently,  but  most  effectively,  taking 
measures  for  the  succession  of  her  brother  to  the  throne 
of  England.     The  Jacobite  clubs  increased  in  number 
and  boldness,  even  in  the  metropolis,  at  which  the  Pre- 
tender's health  was  openly  proposed,  without  any  notice 
being  taken  of  the  proceedings  ;  the  army  was  gradually 
remodelled,  and  colonels  appointed  to  regiments,  and 
governors  to  commands,  notoriously  in  the  Jacobite  in- 
terest.    The  ferment  in  the  public  mind  was  rapidly 
increasing,  when  it  was  brought  to  a  perfect  climax  by 
the  Electoral  Prince  of  Hanover,  who  had  been  created 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  applying,  by  advice  of  the  Whigs, 
for  a  writ  summoning  him  to  attend  and  take  his  place 
in  Parliament,  accompanied  by  the  still  more  ominous 
declaration  that  he  might  be  expected  in  England  in 
person  before  the  writ  was  issued.      The  Queen  was 
violently  agitated,  and  the  Jacobite  party  thrown  into 
consternation,   by    this    unexpected    motion ;     but    as 
there  was    no    pretext,    far   less  a  legal   ground,   on  vi.  1335- 
which  it  could  be  refused,  it  was  at  length  reluctantly  vi.  m26'i! 
conceded  ;^  and  Baron  Schutz,  the  Hanoverian  mini- 
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CHAP,    ster,  set  out  with  the  importaDt  writ  for  the  court  of 
^'       Hanover. 

1714.         During  these  momentous  crises,  fraught  with  the  future 
Maribol      fate  and  destiny  of  Great  Britain,  Marlborough  remained 
da^at  tibia'  at  Autwcrp,  Corresponding  actively  with  his  fiiends  both 
*""**        at  home  and  abroad,  and  doing  everything  in  his  power 
to  secure  the  Protestant  succession  and  ascent  of  the 
Hanoverian  family  to  the  throne.     He  was  perfectly 
firm  to  his  principles,  and  acted  throughout  an  open, 
resolute,  and  consistent  part.    Convinced  thi^t  a  counter- 
revolution was  threatening  at  home,  he  sent  General 
Cadogan  to  make  the  requisite  arrangements  with  Gene- 
ral Stanhope,  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  Hanoverian 
party,  to  take  measures,  when  the  succession  opened,  for 
transporting  troops  from  Dunkirk,  which  was  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  British,  to  London,  and  offered  to  put 
himself  at  their  head.     He  wrote  to  the  Elector  of 
Hanover,  offering  to  put  £20,000  at  his  disposal,  to 
secure  bis  accession  to  the  throne.     So  gratified  were 
iSto      the  Hanoverian  family  by  these  proofs  of  his  fidelity, 
Nov.  80,'    that  the  Electress  Sophia,  the  next  in  the  succession, 
Dhenoii,ii.  intrusted  him  with  a  blank  warrant,   appointing  him 
▼i.  262-264.'  commander-in-chief  of  her  whole  troops  and  garrisons  on 
her  accession  to  the  crown.  ^  * 


*  "  Ministers  have  affected  to  write  to  such  princes  not  to  receive  the 
Pretender,  into  whose  countries  they  are  sure  he  will  never  come,  and  taken 
no  step  in  earnest  towards  removing  him  out  of  Lorraine,  notwithstanding 
the  address  of  both  Houses,  and  that  his  being  there  or  in  France  is  the  same 
thing.  To  this  must  be  added,  the  giving  all  employments,  civil  and  military, 
to  notorious  Jacobites ;  the  putting  the  governments  of  Scotland  and  Ireland 
into  the  hands  of  two  persons  who  are  known  to  be  firiends  of  the  Pretender, 
(Earl  of  Mar  and  Sir  Constantino  Phipps ;)  the  choosing  sixteen  lords  to  serve 
for  Scotland,  of  whom  two  were  with  the  Pretender  last  summer,  and  most 
of  the  rest  declared  Jacobites ;  the  ministers  receiving  with  such  distinction 
Sir  P.  Lawless,  and,  under  the  pretenoe  of  his  transacting  the  business  of 


iMarlbo- 

rou] 

Ro 
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The  measures  now  openly  taken  by  the  cabinet  of    chap. 
London  to  secure  the  restoration  of  the  Stuart  line,       ^ 
and  destroy  the  Hanoverian  succession,  excited  a  very      ^^u. 
serious  disquietude  at  the  courts  both  of  Hanover  and  Miaiion  of 
the  Hague.     Oxford,  aware  of  this  growing  feeling,  and  to  «iecoSt 
alarmed  at  its  probable  effects,  despatched  a  relative  of  Mir^i7i4! 
his  own,  Mr  Harley,  to  Hanover,  to  counteract  its  effects. 
No  sooner  was  he  informed  of  this  step  than   Marl- 
borough  sent   Mr   Molyneux,  an   Irish   gentleman   of 
fortune  in  the  Whig  interest,  to  the  Electoral  court  to 
watch  over  his  proceedings,  and  in  his  own  correspon- 
dence  did  his  utmost  to  make  that  court  sensible  of  the  ^MrMoiy- 
danger  which  impended  over  them.*  So  entirely  success-  Mwibo- 
ful  was  this  mission  that  Mr  Molyneux,  in  ten  days  18^^714.*^ 
after  his  arrival,^  was  able  to  inform  the  Duke  of  Marl-  276.''  ^*' 
borough  "  of  the  perfect  regard  and  affection  which  this 


Spain,  admittiDg  him  into  their  confidence  and  piivacy,  though  an  Irish 
Papist,  and  avowed  agent  of  the  Pretender ;  the  violence  and  force  used  in 
the  elections  of  members  for  the  city  of  London,  the  invading  the  freedom 
of  election  all  over  the  kingdom  by  corruption,  oppression,  and  bribery,  in 
order  to  get  such  persons  chosen  as  are  in  the  interest  of  the  Pretender;  and 
the  animating  the  clergy  to  preach  up  hereditary  and  testamentary  right, 
both  which  principles  are  destructive  to  the  succession.'* — Marlborough  to 
Bobethon,  November  30,  1713 ;  I/anoter  Papers^  1713. 

*  "  It  is  so  evident  that  the  Queen's  ministers  are  determined  to  place  the 
Pretender  on  the  throne,  that  it  would  be  losing  one's  time  to  produce  proo& 
of  it.  Their  greatest  desire  and  their  only  view,  in  Mr  Barley's  embassy,  is 
to  obtain  some  declaration  from  the  Elector  which  may  impose  upon  the 
nation,  and  make  it  believe  your  court  is  satisfied  with  them.  If  you  jEall 
into  this  snare,  it  will  render  all  the  efforts  of  your  friends  of  no  avail ;  but 
we  rely  on  the  great  prudence  of  His  Electoral  Highness.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  it  would  be  proper  to  use  despatch,  and  that  the  Prince  should  set 
out  before  Lord  Paget,  Mr  Barley's  successor,  arrives.  This  journey  of  the 
Prince,  attended  with  the  success  which  there  is  reason  to  expect  from  it, 
cannot  fail  to  give  the  Elector  new  influence  over  all  Europe,  as  he  will 
secure  to  himself  the  crown  of  Qreat  Britain,  which  will  attach  the  Emperor, 
Holland,  and  the  court  of  Prussia,  and  render  him  the  arbiter  of  the  north 
of  Europe,"— 3/aW6oro«^A  to  Robethon,  May  6,  1714 ;  Cozx,  vi.  269,270. 
VOL.  II.  R 
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CHAP,    court  preserves  for  both  your  merits,  which  on  a  thoa- 


X. 


sand  occasions  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  perceiye,  as 
1714.     veil  in  the  Electoral  Princess  and  of  the  whole  court/' 
The  object  of  Mr  Harley's  journey  to  Hanover  was 
indeciBion   to  obtaiu  a  Written  declaration  from  that  court  that 
of  Haoover,  they   wcre    satisfied  with    the    ministry,   and    had   a 
oftbeEiec- good  Understanding  with  the  Queen  of  England.     He 
^  **■  failed,   however,   in    obtaining  any   such   declaration ; 
and,  instead,  got  only  an  answer,  bearing  "that  they 
thought  it  would  be  mutually  good  for  both  their  interests 
that  some  one  of  this  house  should  have  the  honour  to 
pay  his  court  to  the  Queen  of  England'' — the  very  thing 
which  the  English  Government  most  wished  to  avoid. 
This  was  the  only  step,  however,  which  the  court  of  Han- 
over could  be  prevailed  on  to  take  to  support  the  preten- 
sions of  the  Elector ;  and  the  Prince  did  not  set  out  even 
after  Baron  Schutz  had  arrived  with  the  writ,  summoning 
him  to  attend  his  duty  in  the  English  Parliament.    Thej 
felt  the  usual  indecision  of  weak  and  ordinary  minds  at 
the  approach  of  a  crisis  which  required  a  vigorous  and 
decisive  step  to  be  taken.      Vehement  and  animated 
debates  were  held  in  the  Council  of  State  at  Hanover, 
on  the  course  to  be  adopted,  but  they  terminated  in 
nothing  but  indecision  ;  and  so  gloomy  did  the  prospect 
appear  that  Mr  Molyneux  wrote  to  Marlborough  that 
"the  Prince   would   not   go  over,  and  the   succession 
meets  with  more  difficulties  at  Hanover  than  it  does  in 
iMrMoiy-  Loudou."     So  violcut  was  the  crisis,  and  so  painful  the 
Maribo-      state  of  suspcusc  to  those  principally  concerned,  that  it 
rouj^^,^uDe  pj.Q^gj  f^^^Y  to  the  agcd  Electress,  who  died  on  the  8  th 

282,  isi     June,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  of  an  afiection  of  the 
heart,  universally  regretted.^ 

The  death  of  the  Electress  considerably  diminished 
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• 

the  difficulties  of  the  Elector,  and  left  him,  comparativelj    ohap. 
speaking,  unfettered  to  pursue  his  own  line  of  conduct,       ^' 
Directed  by  Marlborough's  counsels,  it  was  prudent  and     ^^h. 
judicious  in  the  highest  degree.     Still  placing  his  entire  Praden't 

/»j  ji'/ri*  xi  J.  ij  conduct  of 

confidence  and  chief  reliance  on  the  great  general  and  the  Elector 
the  Whigs,  he  was  yet  careful  to  avoid  a  rupture  with  **'  "<^"* 
the  Tory  Ministry,  and  to  do  nothing  openly  which  might 
irritate  the  Queen,  or  strengthen  the  adverse  party  in 
England.  Upon  this  principle  he  refused  to  allow  his 
son,  the  hereditary  Prince,  to  go  over  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  English  House  of  Peers,  and  declined  spending  any 
money,  or  entering  into  any  cabals,  to  strengthen  his 
interest  in  Great  Britain.  Judging  wisely  that  he  had 
better  appear  to  be  invited  to  take  the  crown  than 
openly  to  grasp  it,  he  assumed  the  air  of  being  indif- 
ferent to  the  succession,  and  left  the  management  of  his 
interests  entirely  to  his  supporters  and  adherents  in 
England.  Oxford,  to  foment  a  jealousy  between  him 
and  Marlborough,  did  not  fail  to  make  him  acquainted 
with  the  whole  particulars  of  the  connection,  in  former 
days,  of  the  latter  with  the  Stuarts.  But  the  Elector 
had  sense  enough  to  perceive  that  these  days  were  past ; 
that  Marlborough's  line  was  now  irrevocably  taken  in 
favour  of  the  Hanoverian  succession ;  and  he  continued 
to  repose  in  him  the  same  implicit  confidence  he  had  283-286.  ' 
hitherto  done.^ 

Events,  however,  succeeded  each  other  with  a  rapidity 
which  was  not  contemplated  either   by   the   court   of  DiBmissaiof 
Hanover  or  their  adherents  in  this  country.     Oxford,  B^iilig-" 
who  had  climbed  to  the  dizzy  heights  of  power  by  his  trast^^with 
consummate  art,  and  by  successively  paying  court  to  the  tion  ou* 
leaders  of  the  most  opposite  parties,  had  lost  his  influ-  ™*°*'*^* 
ence  from  the  same  cause.     Duplicity  can  only  prevail 
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CHAP,    for  a  season  ;  truth  and  sincerity  alone  succeed  in  the 
^'       end.     Oxford  had  alienated  Lady  Masham  by  his  oppo- 
^714.     sition  to  the  grant  of  a  pension,  and  other  emoluments 
which  she  was  anxious  to  obtain  ;  and  Bolingbroke,  by 
declining  to  engage  with  him  in  measures  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  exiled  family.     By  his  duplicity,  and  a  secret 
correspondence  carried  on  though  the  medium  of  Torcy 
and  Gualtier,  he   had  long  blinded   the  court  of  St 
Germains  ;  but  as  the  decisive  moment  approached,  and 
it  became  necessary,  from  the  Queen's  rapidly  declining 
health,  to  take  measures  to  secure  a  restoration,  the  exiled 
family  became  convinced  that  he  was  insincere,  and  that 
their  whole  reliance  should  be  placed  on  Bolingbroke.* 
They  therefore,  through  the  medium  of  Berwick  and  De 
Torcy,  made  such  vigorous  representations  to  Queen  Anne 
on  the  absolute  necessity  of  removing  Oxford  that  she  at 
last  consented  to  dismiss  him.     This  was  not  done,  how- 
ever, without  many  misgivings  and  a  severe  mental  contest 
in  the  breast  of  the  sovereign,  which  was  not  diminished 
by   a   most   violent   and   indecorous   scene   that   took 
Mem.  222-  placc,  ou  the  occasiou  of  his  receiving  his  conffe,  between 
Petitot.  *     him  and  Bolingbroke,  which  was  prolonged  till  two  in 
287,*288'.     the  morning.^     On  this  occasion,  Oxford  said  he  should 
leave  some  people  as  low  as  he  had  found  them  ;  and 

*  "Oxford  nous  amusait,  et  11  £tait  difficile  d'y  rem^er;  car  de  rompre 
avec  lui,  c'auroit  H6  d6truire  tout,  vu  qu'il  avait  lo  pouvoir  en  main,  et  gou- 
vemait  absolument  la  Reine  Anne.  H  fallut  done  fcindre  de  se  fier  A  lui ; 
mais  nous  ne  laissions  pas  de  travailler  sous  main  avec  le  Due  d'Ormond,  et 
nombre  d'autres,  afin  de  venir  k  bout  de  cette  affaire  par  leur  moyen,  si 
Oxford  nous  manquait.  Enfin,  vojant  le  temps  s'ecouler  sans  qu'il  parut 
aucun  plan  de  la  part  d'  Oxford,  et  d'ailleurs  apprenant  que  la  8ant6  de  la 
Reine  Anne  devenait  de  jour  en  jour  plus  mauyaise,  je  soup9onnais  plus  que 
jamais  que  le  Tr68oricr  nous  trompait,  d*autant  plus  que  je  savois  qu'il  avait 
6crit  k  V  Electeur  d*  Hanover,  et  qu'il  venait  d'envoyer  A  cette  cour  son  cousin 
Harley.    Jo  m'ouvrais  done  A  M.  De  Torcy,  Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangdrcs, 
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the   agitation  of  the  Queen  was  so  excessive  that  it    ohap. 
tended  to  accelerate  her  death.  ^' 

From   this    moment    Bolingbroke,   though  not  yet      ^^'^ 
officially  installed  in  the  office  of  premier,  was  regarded  Boiing- 
with  reason  as  the  real  head  of  the  administration  ;  and  tTtom^ 
if  the  Queen  had  survived  for  any  considerable  time,  it  wd'hw  ' 
is  probable  that  he  would  have  succeeded  in  the  great  hnl^iT 
object  of  his  life — the  restoration  of  the  Stuart  family.  *"*^ 
The  Tories  were  in  the  highest  spirits  on  his  elevation, 
and  confidently  anticipated  from  it  the  speedy  seating 
of  the  exiled  family  on  the  throne.     Though  he  at  first 
was  courteous  towards  the  Whigs,  and  assured  Wal- 
pole,  Stanhope,  and  the  other  leaders  of  that  party,  at  a 
dinner  given  to  them  on  the  following  day,  of  his  desire 
to  secure  the  Hanoverian   succession,  he  yet  declared 
that  he  did  not  venture  to  propose  to  the  Queen  to 
remove  her  brother  from  Lorraine,  where  he  was  on  the 
verge  of  France  anxiously  awaiting  the  turn  of  events. 
In  two  days  Bolingbroke  had  nearly  the  whole  cabinet 
filled  up  with  decided  Jacobites.     Lord  Harcourt  was 
to  be  Lord-Chancellor ;   the  Duke  of  Ormond,  Com- 
mander-in-chief ;  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  President  of  M«^.r4ii. 
the  Council ;  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  First  Lord  of  the  287,m 
Admiralty;^  the  Earl  of  Mar,  Secretary  of  State  for  Scot- 


et  par  qui  paasait  tout  mon  commerce  avec  Qautier  et  avec  Oxford.  U  tomba 
d'accord  avec  moi  que  la  conduite  du  Tr6Borier  tftait  fort  extraordinaire,  et 
nous  r^soldmes  de  lui  toire,  pour  lui  r6pr63enter  que  la  Reine  Anne  pouvait 
manquer  k  toute  heure,  et  qu'  ainsi  il  £tait  n^cessaire  qu'il  nous  fit  eavoir 
les  m^sures  qu'il  avait  prises,  en  ce  cas,  pour  les  inter^ts  du  Boi  Jacques, 
aussi  bien  que  les  d-marches  que  ce  Prince  devoit  faire.  La  r^ponse  fut,  que 
si  la  Reine  venait  A  mourir,  les  afiaires  du  Roi  Jacques,  et  les  leurs,  dtoient 
perdues  sans  ressource.  Convaincus  de  ce  que  nous  leurs  mandions  continu- 
ellement,  ils  s'^vertudrent,  et  par  le  moyen  de  Madame  Masham  ils  d^termi- 
ndrent  la  Reine  k  renvoyer  le  Tr^sorier,  n'6tant  pas  possible  de  conduire  I'afiaire 
k  bien,  tant  qu'il  seroit  en  place." — ^Berwick's  Mem,  223-225— edit.  Petitot. 
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CHAP,    land ;   Bolingbroke,  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs ;  die 

^'       Treasury  in  Commission,  with  Sir  W.  Wjndham  at  ite 

1714-     head.     No  doubt  could  remain,  from  the  composition  of 

this  projected  cabinet,  that,  if  it  had  remained  anj  time 

in  power,  the  Stuarts  would  have  been  seated  on  the 

throne. 

But  the  hand  of  fate  was  on  the  curtain,  and  the 
counte'r-  augcl  of  death  defeated  the  whole  objects  for  which  the 
Srwh?«;  Queen's  ministers  had  laboured  so  assiduously,  and  for 
"thi**  which  they  had  sacrificed  the  security  and  glory  of  their 
^"**°'  country.  The  Whigs  were  on  the  alert,  and  were 
actively  engaged  in  measures  for  securing  the  arsenals^ 
the  Tower,  and  seaports,  and  bringing  troops  to  the 
metropolis.  Everything  presaged  a  serious  contest,  if 
not  a  civil  war,  and  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind 
became  extreme.  At  this  awful  moment  a  committee  of 
the  Privy  Council  met  at  Kensington,  and  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  throwing  off  his  habitual  indecision,  acted 
with  the  vigour  which  so  often,  in  a  decisive  crisis,  is 
attended  with  success.  While  they  were  in  the  middle 
of  their  conference,  the  Dukes  of  Argyll  and  Somerset 
suddenly  entered  the  room,  and  announced  that  the 
Queen  was  at  the  point  of  death.  This  being  confirmed 
by  a  report  of  the  physicians,  the  committee  hastily 
passed  a  resolution,  that  the  office  of  Lord-Treasurer 
should  be  instantly  filled  up,  and  that  the  Duk^  of 
Shrewsbury  should  be  recommended  to  the  Queen. 
Bolingbroke  and  his  party  were  thunderstruck  by  this 
proposal,  and  turned  deadly  pale  ;  but  as  the  majority 
was  against  them,  they  offered  no  opposition,  probably 
hoping  the  Queen  would  not  act  on  the  suggestion.  A 
deputation  of  the  Council  waited  on  the  Queen,  and 
stated  the  recommendation  of  the  whole  body.     She 
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faintly   approved    the    choice,   delivered   the   BtaflF    to    chap. 
Shrewsbury,  and  bade  him  "  use  it  for  the  good  of  her       ^ 
people."     These  were  her  last  words  ;  she  soon  after     ^'^^^ 
sank  into  a  lethargy,  and  expired  at  seven  on  the  morn*  289-m^'' 
ing  of  the  1st  August.^ 

Then   appeared,   in  the  clearest  manner,   the  vital 
influence  of  decision  in  civil  conflicts,  and  the  vast  im-  insunteiM- 
portance  of  the  advantage  which  the  Whigs  had  gained  mmsofthe 
by  the  appointment  of  Shrewsbury  as  Lord-Treasurer,  secul^the 
Lord  Somers  instantly  repaired  to  Kensington,  and  he  A^uft  i?* 
was  followed  by  the  leading  privy-councillors  of  his  own 
party.    Shrewsbury  assumed  all  the  functions  of  govern- 
ment.   Troops  were  ordered  to  march  from  all  quarters 
to  London  ;  ten  battalions  were  recalled  from  Dunkirk  ; 
an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  the  seaports  ;  a  strong  fleet 
sent  to  sea,  under  Admiral  the  Earl  of  Berkley,  to 
cruise  in  the  Downs  ;  and  a  despatch  sent  to  Hanover, 
urging  the  Elector  to  lose  no  time  in  coming  to  England 
through  Holland,   where   a   fleet   would   be   ready  to "  BoUng- 
receive  hta.    George  I.  ,as  ^mediately  p^cW^ed  i.  Sgl?" 
the  metropolis  and  principal  cities  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  Bojer^ 
thus  were  the  inestimable  blessings  of  the  Protestant  Anne,  179. 
succession  and  political  freedom  secured  to  this  country,  29^^ 
without  the  shedding  of  a  drop  of  blood.^ 

This  happy  event  made  an  immediate  and  most  aus- 
picious change  in  the  fortunes  of  Marlborough.     The  Maribol 
Jacobites,  who  regarded  him  with  justice  as  the  most  lUISover, 
formidable  of  their  enemies,  were  struck  with  consterna-  "uS^ 
tion  when  they  heard  he  was  coming  over  to  England.*    ^^^ 
He  had  been  on  terms  of  tolerable  civility  with  Oxford, 

♦  **  M.  de  Torcy  has  very  seyere,  and,  I  fear,  very  exact  accounts  of  us.  Wo 
are  all  frightened  out  of  our  wits  upon  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  going  to  Eng- 
land."—i/r  Prie€  to  Bolingbroke,  Aug.  7, 1714 ;  Boungbbokz's  Corretp.  iv.  579. 


264  THE   LIFE   OF 

CHAP,  who  had  procured  for  him  his  passports,  and  also  a 
^'  grant  of  ten  thousand  pounds  for  the  carrying  on  of 
^714'  Blenheim ;  but  with  Bolingbroke  he  was  on  no  terms 
whatever.  Foreseeing  the  crisis  which  was  approaching, 
he  left  Antwerp  and  came  to  Ostend,  where  he  was  de- 
tained several  days  by  an  adverse  wind  ;  and  was  still 
there  on  the  1st  August,  when  he  received  intelligence  of 
the  Queen's  death.  He  then  embarked,  and  was  received 
at  Dover  by  an  immense  crowd,  who  hailed  him  with 
acclamations ;  and  proceeding  to  London,  he  was  met 
by  Sir  Charles  Cox,  member  for  Southwark,  at  the  head 
of  two  hundred  gentlemen,  who  escorted  him  into  the 
city  amidst  the  shouts  of  an  immense  concourse  of  citi- 
zens. These,  with  a  volunteer  company  of  the  Guards  who 
accompanied  him,  never  ceased  exclaiming,  "  Long  live 
George  I.! — Long  live  the  Duke  of  Marlborough!''  On 
the  following  morning  he  was  sworn  into  the  Privy 
Council,  and  visited  by  the  foreign  ministers  and  most  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry  in  and  around  the  metropolis  ; 
and  in  the  evening  he  appeared  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy.  The 
Grenadier  Guards,  his  old  companions-in-arms,  voluntarily 
xviii.3i'i.    fired  a  feu-de-joie  on  the  occasion.     One  day  eflfaced 

LedTArd,  J  J  ^ 

Hi.  387..      the  traces  of  years  of  injustice  :  the  death  of  a  single 

Coze,  vu        ,       ,    ,  "^  •*  ° 

306-307.      individual  had  restored  the  patriotic  hero  to  the  situa- 
tion in  which  he  stood  after  the  battle  of  Blenheim.^ 
Marlborough,  however,  had  had  too  much  experience 
Mftrib<H      of  the  ingratitude  of  courts  and  the  vacillation  of  the 
■oiTwtT     people  to  be  led  away  by  these  flatteriug  appearances. 
Madrid  He  resolved,  therefore,  most  wisely,  to  give  no  more 
the  new  go-  hostagcs  to  fortuuc,  but  to  retire  from  public  life.     In 
this  determination  he  was  cordially  supported  by  the 
Duchess,  who  gives  the  following  account  of  their  con- 
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versation  on  the  subject :  "  I  begged  of  the  Duke  of    chap. 

Marlborough  on  my  knees  that  he  would  never  accept  of    1_ 

any  employment.  I  said  that  everybody  that  liked  the  ^^u. 
Revolution  and  the  security  of  the  law  had  a  great  esteem 
for  him ;  that  he  had  a  greater  fortune  than  he  wanted ; 
and  that  a  man  who  had  had  such  success,  with  such 
an  estate,  would  be  of  more  use  to  any  court  than  they 
could  be  of  to  him.  That  I  would  live  civilly  with  them 
if  they  were  so  to  me,  but  would  never  put  it  in  the 
power  of  any  king  to  use  me  ill.  He  was  entirely  of 
this  opinion,  and  determined  to  quit  all,  and  serve  them 
only  when  he  could  act  honestly,  and  do  his  country 
service  at  the  same  time.  Any  extraordinary  pay  as 
general  he  had  quitted  at  first,  there  being  an  end  of 
the  war,  so  that  he  had  only  an  empty  name  of  it ;  and 
his  other  preferments  were  Master  of  the  Ordnance  and  ^  Conduct, 
his  regiment  of  the  Guards,  for  which  he  had  only  the  vi.  m. 
settled  allowances."  ^ 

The  first  step  of  George  I.  after  his  accession  was  to 
intrust  the  formation  of  a  new  administration  to  Lord  George  l 

fonns  A 

Townsend,  who  selected  one  composed,  of  course,  entirely  whig  mI- 
of  Whigs.     Lord  Cowper,  who  had  so  honourably  with-  tion,  and 

111  >  •  1  •  .1       arrives  in 

stood  the  late  queen  s  entreaties  to  him  to  retain  the  EngUmd, 
Great  Seal  when  Oxford's  administration  was  formed,  ^' 
was  reappointed  Lord-Chancellor;  General  Stanhope  was 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  war ;  Mr  Walpole  received  the 
Home  Office,  and  leadership  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
Lord  Wharton  became  Privy  Seal,  with  a  marquisate  ; 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  Master  of  the  Horse  ;  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  Lord-Chamberlain ;  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, Lord  High  Steward  ;  Lord  Orford  was  put  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  Lord  Halifax  of  the  Treasury ; 
Lord  Sunderland  was  made  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ; 
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CHAP.     Lord  Godolphin,  Coflferer  of  the  Household ;  the  Earl 

^'       of  Bridgewater,  Lord-Chamberlain   of  the  Prince   of 

1714.      Wales ;    while   Marlborough's   fourth   son-in-law,    the 

Duke  of  Montague,  received  a  regiment,  and  his  Duchess 

was  made  Lady  of  the  Bed-Chamber  to  the  Princess 

of  Wales.     Marlborough  himself  so  far  yielded  to  the 

solicitations   of  his   friends   as  to   resume  his   former 

offices  of  Commander-in-Chief  and  Master-General  of 

the  Ordnance ;  but  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  cabinet, 

and  had  little  share  in  political  government.     He  was 

received  by  the  King  with  the  most  flattering  distinc- 

310-312.  '  tion  at  court,  who  was  proud  to  do  honour  to  the  chief 

336.     '     under  whom  he  had  gained  his  first  honours  on  the  field 

of  Oudenarde.^ 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Whig  Government  was, 
Boiingl       in  pursuance  of  an  address  of  the  House  of  Commons 

broke  and  i  •    i  •   i        i  •!•  i  •      •■ 

ormondare  — which,  With  the  vcrsatuity  SO  common  at  that  penod, 
andOxfoVd  was  uow  as  thoroughly  Hanoverian  as  it  had  formerly 

imDeftclied 

been  Jacobite  in   its   policy — to   prefer  impeachments 
against  Bolingbroke,   Ormond,  and  Oxford,    for   their 
accession  to  the  steps   taken  to  overturn  the  Act  of 
Settlement,  and  restore  the  Stuart  family  to  the  throne. 
The  two  former  made  their  escape  into  France,  where 
they  soon   after  hoisted,  with  honourable  consistency, 
their  true  colours,  by  openly  taking  office  at  the  court 
of  St  Germains.     Oxford,  who  was  not,  like  them,  con- 
scious of  having  furthered  the  views  of  the  Pretender, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  had  frustrated  them  so  much,  as 
Berwick  informs  us  in  tlie  passage  already  quoted,  as  to 
have  led  to  his  dismissal  by  Queen  Anne,  remained  at 
home  and  braved  the  impeachment.     After  a  long  trial 
he  was  acquitted  by  the  House  of  Peers,  apparently  on 
very  sufficient  grounds,  as  his  conduct  in  bringing  about 
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the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  however  culpable  as  a  statesman,    ohap. 
was  no  act  of  treason  against  the  sovereign ;  and  no       ^' 
overt  acts  directly  favouring  the  Pretender  could  be      ^'^^^ 
brought   home  to    him.       Marlborough   attended   the 
House  during  the  trial,  and  voted  for  the  prosecution 
so  far  as  the  accession  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  was 
concerned ;   but,  with  a  commendable  delicacy  to  his  vi.  1275- 
old  protec/S  and  comrade   in   office,  he  did  not  take  vi  315,816! 
any  part  in  the  debates.^ 

Although  Marlborough  took  no  active  part  in  general 
politics  after  his  restoration  to  the  office  of  Commander-  Maribo- 
m-Chief,  yet  occasions  were  not  awantmg  on  which  to  cesifoi  op- 

/«%     ..  1  .  *.*  .  position  to 

evince,  m  a  very  effective  way,  his  opposition  to  mea-  meamrei 
sures  proposed  by  the  Jacobite  party  in  Parliament,  tbrpJSfn- 
with  a  view  to  pave  the  way  for  a  restoration  of  the  24''i7r/. 
Stuart  family.     One  of  them  was  a  clause  proposed  by 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Military 
Bill,  confining  the  military  to  their  fixed  stations  in 
every  part  of  Great  Britain.     As  this,  in  effect,  took 
from  the  Crown  the  direction  of  the  armed  force,  and 
exposed  the  nation  to  the  danger  of  rebellion  or  inva- 
sion in  one  quarter  where  there  were  no  troops,  while 
a  superfluity  chained  to  their  garrisons  remained  inactive 
in  another,  Marlborough  combated  the  proposal  with 
such  energy  and  vigour  that  it  was  rejected  without  a 
division.     The  other  was  a  still  more  insidious  attempt 
to  paralyse  the  Crown,  by  excluding  all  foreign  officers 
from  the  British  service.     Marlborough  combated  this 
proposal  with  peculiar  animation.     "  Thus  to  cashier,'* 
said  he,  "officers,  whose  intrepidity  and  skill  I  have 
often  experienced — many  of  whom  have  served,  during  vi.  risi- 
twenty-five  years,  with  disinterested  zeal  and  unblem-  vi.  315,316! 
ished  fidelity — would  be  the  height  of  ingratitude,^  and 
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CHAP,    an  act  of  injustice  unparalleled  even  amoDg  the  most 
^'       barbarous  nations/'     The  justice  of  these  obseryations 
1714.     was  so  apparent  that  this  clause  too  was  rejected  with- 
out a  division. 

A  more  serious  movement  soon  after  took  place  in  the 

23,  . 

Maribol      metropolis,  which  became  the  more  alarming  from  its 
J^mptroo-  spreading  to  the  Foot  Guards,  and  even  the  regiment  of 
SiiSfwdon  which  Marlborough  was  the  colonel.     A  large  mob,  in- 
Gu^.  *    stigated  by  the  Jacobite  leaders,  collected  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  shouting,  "  Ormond  and  High  Church 
for  ever ! — Down  with  the  Hanover  rats ! "    The  conta- 
gion soon  spread  to  the  Guards,  who  had  good  caose  of 
complaint  on  account  of  the  ill-gotten  gains  of  the  con- 
tractors who  furnished  them  with  clothing  and  shirts. 
A  detachment  of  Marlborough's  own  regiment,  on  their 
way  to  the  town,  publicly  exposed  tlieir.  scanty  garments, 
exclaiming,  "  These  are  Hanover  shirts ! "    Marlborough 
was  well  aware  of  the  danger  of  all  tumults,  from  begin- 
nings how  small  soever,  in  an  excited  state  of  the  public 
mind :   the  Civil  War,  which  brought  Charles  I.  to  the 
block,  began  with  an  old  woman  throwing  a  stool,  in  the 
High  Church  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  head  of  a  clergyman 
officiating  in  the  surplice.     He  immediately,  therefore, 
repaired  to  the  spot,  and  instituted  a  rigid  inquiry  into 
the  alleged  grievances.     Finding  that  they  were  too  well 
founded,  he  ordered  the  jackets  and  shirts  complained 
of  to  be  publicly  burnt,  and  a  double  supply  of  each,  on 
an  improved  model,  to  be  served  out  to  the  soldiers.    At 
the  same  time,  he  assembled  his  regiment,  and  addressed 
them  in  one  of  those  speeches  so  well  known  in  antiquity, 
which  are  so  powerful  in  moving  the  soldier's  heart : — 
"  Gentlemen, — I  am  much  concerned  to  find  your  com- 
plaints so  just  about  the  ill  state  of  your  clothes.     I 
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take  this  opportunity  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  wholly  inno-     chap. 

mm 

cent  of  this  grievance ;  and,  depend  upon  it,  no  applica-    L. 

tion  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  trace  out  the  mea-  ^'^^• 
sures  that  have  been  taken  to  abuse  you  and  me.  I  am 
resolved  nothing  shall  divert  me  from  demanding  forth- 
with satisfaction,  (wherever  it  may  happen  to  fall,)  and 
shall  think  nothing  too  much,  on  my  part,  for  your  great 
services.  I  have  ordered  you  a  new  set  of  clothing, 
such  as  will  be  every  way  becoming  his  Majesty's  first 
regiment  of  Foot  Guards.  I  desire  you  will  return, 
then,  and  take  your  old,  till  such  time  as  the  new  can 
be  completed,  which,  I  give  you  my  word,  shall  be  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  have  had  the  honour  to  serve  with 
some  of  you  a  great  many  campaigns,  and  believe  you 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  tell  the  world  that  I  never 
willingly  wronged  any  of  you  ;  and  if  I  can  be  serviceable 
to  any  (the  least)  of  you,  you  may  readily  command  it ; 
and  I  shall  be  glad  of  any  opportunity  for  that  purpose. 
I  hope  I  shall  now  leave  you  good  subjects  to  the  best 
of  kings,  and  every  way  entirely  satisfied.''  These 
measures,  accompanied  by  a  liberal  donation  of  beer, 
had  the  desired  efi*ect ;  and  an  armed  tumult,  which  had 
commenced  with  seditious  cries  in  the  Jacobite  interest  iCoxe,vi. 

318  31d 

as^ainst  the  Hanoverian  family,  ended  with  shouts  ofHislde' 

M     IK    *" 

"  Long  live  George  I. ! — Long  live  the  Duke  of  Marl-  476^  477?' 
borough ! "  ^ 

These  events  were  straws  only,  but  they  were  straws 
which  showed  how  the  wind  set ;  and  it  soon  appeared  commence- 
that  a  pretty  stiff  breeze  was  to  blow  from  the  North.  Rebeiuon  * 
Notwithstanding  the  evident  peril  to  the  religion  and  In  imT 
liberties  of  this  country,  which  was  threatened  from  the 
unhappy  adherence  of  the  Stuart  family  to  the  Romish 
faith,  a  very  considerable  party  in  the  western  counties 
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CHAP,     of  England,  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  nobility 
^       and  gentry  in  Scotland,  adhered,  with  a  fidelity  which 

1714.  must  command  the  respect  of  the  brave  and  the  generous 
to  the  end  of  the  world,  to  the  standard  of  their  ancient 
kings.  Some  of  their  leaders,  as  is  usual  in  all  civil 
conflicts,  doubtless  had  objects  of  personal  ambition  in 
view,  and  were  attracted  by  the  titles  and  offices  in  per- 
spective, which,  with  liberal  profusion,  were  scattered 
among  them  by  the  court  of  St  Germains.  But  the  great 
majority  of  their  followers  were  actuated  by  no  such 
motives,  and  yielded  only  to  a  brave  and  disinterested, 
and  tlierefore  noble,  feeling  in  favour  of  their  sovereign 
in  misfortune.  In  vain  does  worldly  prudence  condemn, 
political  wisdom  lament,  convulsions  originating  in  such 
a  feeling ;  in  vain  does  history  point,  with  real  truth,  to 
the  ruin  which  would  have  overtaken  the  British  empire 
had  the  Stuart  family,  and  with  it  the  sway  of  Romish 
despotism,  been  restored  in  this  island.  There  are  im- 
pulses in  the  human  heart  superior  to  those  of  wisdom — 
there  is  an  interest  in  a  suffering,  which  is  often  not  to 
be  found  in  a  ruling  cause.  Success  is  not  always  the 
measure  of  renown  in  after  times.  Leonidas,  slain  with 
his  three  hundred  followers,  has  riveted  the  attention 
of  the  world  more  than  all  the  annals  of  Persian  con- 
quests ;  and  among  the  many  scenes  of  interest  which 
the  British  islands  will  present  to  future  days,  it  may 
already  be  foreseen  that  none  will  be  viewed  with  greater 
emotion  than  the  green  mounds,  amidst  the  dusky  heath, 
which  mark  the  graves  of  the  Highlanders  who  fell  at 
Culloden. 

The  rigid  exclusion  of  the  Tories  from  all  offices  under 
Government,  which  has  always  been  the  ruling  principle 
of  Whig  administration  in  civil  affairs,  augmented  the 
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discontent  felt  by  this  party  upon  the  accession  of  the  chap. 
Hanoverian  family.     The  Earl  of  Mar,  who  had  been       ^' 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  under  Oxford's  ad-  i7u. 
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ministration,  and  was  loud  in  his  professions  of  loyalty  The  Siii 
to  the  new  sovereign  on  his  first  accession,  was  so  alien-  ^iserthe 
ated  by  his  exclusion  from  office  that  he  leant  a  willing  ^beiiion  at 
ear  to  the  suggestions  of  the  agents  of  the  Pretender,  s^uT* 
and  raised  the  standard  of  rebellion  at  Castleton  of 
Braemar  on  the  6  th  September.     So  general  was  the 
feeling  in  favour  of  the  exiled  family  in  all  tlie  north 
and  east  of  Scotland,  that,  though  he  hoisted  his  stand- 
ard with  sixty  followers  only,  he  was,  before  the  end  of 
the  month,  at  the  head  of  ten  thousand  men.     James 
was  solemnly  proclaimed  at  Castleton  on  the  8  th;  while 
the  English  Jacobites,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  Earl 
of  Derwentwater,  proclaimed  him  at  Warkworth,  Aln- 
wick, and  Morpeth.     It  is  a  curious  coincidence  that 
this  formidable  rebellion,  which  threatened  to  desolate 
the  kingdom  with  civil  war,  and  possibly  change  the 
dynasty  on  the  throne,  began  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
spot  where  our  gracious  Sovereign,  who,  by  her  virtues 
and  graces,  has  united  towards  her  person  the  affections 
of  the  Red  and  White  Roses,  the  assent  of  the  under- 
standing, and  the  loyalty  of  the  heart,  now  has  found  a  ^  Mahon's 
charming  retreat,  where  she  dwells  in  privacy  and  hap-  104-112. 
piness,  surrounded  by  no  other  guards  but  the  love  of  321-323." 
her  subjects.  ^ 

This  rebellion  was  a  sore  trial  to  Marlborough — more 

26 

severe  than  any  he  had  experienced  since  James  II.  Maribol 
had  been  precipitated  from  the  throne,  for  here  was  tlie  Ind^prod™ 

^.(-  _._  ,,  conduct  ou 

son  of  his  early  patron  and  benefactor  asserting  in  arms  this  crisis. 
his  right  to  the  throne  of  his  fathers.      But  he  was  not 
wanting  on  this  occasion  to  his  principles  or  his  charac- 
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tor;  he  did  not  deviate  from  the  line  which  he  had 
irreTOcablj  taken  at  the  Rerolution.  The  Whig  Govern- 
ment  acted  with  that  rigour  and  unanimity  which  in  ciril 
conflicts  so  often  commands  success ;  and  Marlborough 
ably  and  energetically  seconded  their  eflforts.  Parliament 
voted  liberal  supplies  ;  a  reward  of  £100,000  was  offered 
for  the  seiiure  of  the  Pretender,  dead  or  alive ;  consi- 
derable additions  were  voted  to  the  land  and  sea  forces ; 
iicneral  Cadogan  was  sent  to  demand  from  the  govem- 
mout  of  the  Hague  the  six  thousand  men  stipulated  in 
the  IWrior  Treaty  for  upholding  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion. Mailborough  himself  also  raised,  in  a  few  hours, 
a  largo  sum  of  money  on  his  private  credit,  which  he 
advanced  to  the  Government.  Nor  were  the  most  active 
measures  omitted  for  the  projHjr  arrangement  and  mov- 
ing of  the  military  forces.  At  the  same  time  the  Duke 
of  ^Somerset,  who  was  father-in-law  to  Sir  William 
WyndhauK  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  insurgents  in  the 
west  of  Kngland,  and  who  had  let  fall  some  expressions 
in  tlioir  fiwour,  was  removed  from  the  office  of  Master  of 
the  Ilorso,  and  a  now  vigour  infused  into  the  Govem- 
mont  by  the  appointment  of  Mr  Walpole  to  the  head  of 
the  Treasury,  vacant  bv  the  death  of  Lord  Halifax.*  * 

Govornmont  had  need  of  all  their  energy,  for  the  pro- 
gress of  tlio  insurgents  was  at  first  most  alarming.  It 
was  earlv  discovered  that  the  Rebellion  had  extensive 
ramifications  in  the  south  and  west  of  England,  in  which 
quarter,  indeed,  the  exiled  court  looked  for  more  decisive 
support  than  in  Scotland  itself      Thither,  accordingly, 


•  »* 


Uo  etixy  in  your  mind,  for  our  cause  is  so  good  tbat  Providence  cannot 
but  bo  on  our  wdo.  The  business  of  11  [Somerset]  ^'as  this  morning  per- 
formed, so  that  the  trouble  of  that  matter  is  now  at  an  end.** — MaHborovifk 
to  the  I>Mche$$,  Tuesday  night,  Sept.  20,  1715 ;  Coxx,  vi,  326. 
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their  great  leader,  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  was  despat<;hed,  chap. 
and  he  arrived  off  Plymouth  ;  but  the  measures  of  Gov-  ^ 
ernment  in  that  quarter  had  been  so  prompt  and  effec-  *^'^* 
tire  that  the  outbreak  was  entirely  prevented  there,  and 
Ormond  was  obliged  to  return  to  France  without  being 
able  even  to  effect  a  landing.  But  in  the  north  matters 
were  very  different.  As  the  whole  regular  army  in 
Great  Britain  did  not  exceed  eight  thousand  men,  it 
was  no  easy  matter  to  station  troops  so  as  to  overawe  or 
combat  the  insurrection  in  so  many  quarters,  at  the 
opposite  ends  of  the  island,  at  the  same  time.  Marlbo- 
rough, however,  made  the  most  of  the  limited  means  at 
his  disposal,  and  stationed  them  with  his  wonted  judg- 
ment and  foresight.  General  Wightman,  who  had 
drawn  together  nearly  all  the  regular  troops  in  Scot- 
land, was  sent  to  Stirling  with  1000  foot  and  500  horse ; 
General  Carpenter,  with  900  dragoons,  was  despatched 
into  Northumberland,  where  he  checked  the  rising,  and 
obliged  the  insurgents  to  retire  towards  the  Tweed ; 
while  General  Willis,  who  landed  with  four  regiments 
from  Ireland  at  Liverpool,  moved  towards  Preston  to  *  biiAoii,  l 

220-22S. 

check  the  rising  in  Lancashire,  .which  was  hourly  ex-  Bennek^a 
pected.      Twenty  additional  regiments  were  ordered  to  editPetitoT. 
be  raised,  and  the  most  active  measures  everywhere  327.**  ^* 
taken  to  arrest  and  imprison  suspected  persons.^ 

It  was  evident  that  this  alarming  state  of  affairs  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  ruinous  reduction  of  the  military  EuIj  roe. 
force  of  the  country,  which  the  public  mania  for  exten-  i^^entl 
sive  economy  on  the  recurrence  of  peace  had  forced  upon 
the  Government,  and  which  has  so  often  brought  the 
country,  or  its  colonial  possessions,  to  the  brink  of  ruin  in 
subsequent  times.  But  meanwhile  the  danger  was  great, 
and  required  to  be  faced;  and  so  urgent  did  it  soon 

VOL.  II.  8 
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CHAP,     become  that  it  seemed  doubtful  to  which  side,  in  the  first 
^       instance  at  least,  success  would  incline.      Mar,  haying 

^7^^-  collected  about  five  thousand  gallant  mountaineers,  de- 
scended, on  28th  September,  from  the  hills  to  Perth, 
which  he  occupied  without  resistance ;  and  we  haye  the 
authority  of  Berwick,  who  had  access  to  the  best  sources 
of  information,  for  the  assertion  that,  if  he  had  acted 
with  more  vigour  and  ability,  he  might  have  driven  the 
troops  from  Stirling,  and  made  himself  master  of  all 
Scotland  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Tweed.  But  he 
was  not  a  man  of  military  talent,  and  was  still  less 
aware  that,  in  civil  conflicts,  success  in  general  rewards 
not  the  most  powerful  but  the  most  energetic,  who,  by 
activity  and  vigour  in  the  outset,  commands  the  co- 
operation of  that  body — ever  a  majority  of  mankind — 
the  waverers  and  the  timid.  Instead  of  pushing  on  at 
once  to  Stirling  with  his  whole  force,  he  despatched  one 
detachment  to  Inverary,  under  General  Gordon,  and  two 
thousand  chosen  men,  under  Macintosh,  towards  Edin- 
burgh, to  occupy  the  metropolis  and  raise  the  southern 
counties.  Macintosh  executed  his  commission  with  skill 
and  resolution.  Having  reached  Burntisland,  on  the  south- 
em  coast  of  Fife,  he  succeeded  by  a  daring  stratagem 
in  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  English  cruisers  in  the 
Firth  of  Forth,  and  effected  a  landing  at  Aberlady  and 
North  Berwick  with  sixteen  hundred  men.  With  this 
force  he  advanced  to  Jock's  Lodge,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  14th  October;  and  the 
capital  was  only  saved  by  the  rapid  march  of  Argyll, 
who,  having  seized  all  the  country  horses  around  Stir- 
ling, succeeded  in  throwing  himself,  by  a  forced  march, 
into  the  town,  with  five  hundred  men,  at  ten  at  night. 
Macintosh  now   found    himself  overmatched,   and   he 
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accordingly  did  not  yenture  to  attack  Edinburgh,  but    chap. 

retreated  first  to  Leith,  and  then  to  Seton  House  in    1_ 

East  Lothian.  Meanwhile  Mar,  with  the  bulk  of  his  ^^u. 
forces,  advanced  from  Perth  against  General  Witham, 
who  had  been  left  in  command  at  Stirling ;  and  that 
important  fortress  was  only  saved  by  the  vigour  of 
Argyll,  who  returned  from  Edinburgh  as  rapidly  as  he 
had  gone  to  it,  and  joined  the  regular  forces  as  they 
were  returning,  within  sight  of  Stirling,  from  Dumblane. 
Upon  hearing  of  his  arrival  in  the  hostile  camp.  Mar 
retreated  to  Perth  without  striking  a  blow — an  instance  244-247/  ' 

Berwick 

of  want  of  moral  resolution  which  was  the  more  inex-  247, 243! 
cusable  that  his  force  was  more  than  triple  that  opposed  327,  m 
to  him.^ 

Macintosh,  ignorant  of  Argyll's  return  to  Stirling, 
remained  a  few  days  at  Seton  House,  where  he  had  Moymenti 
strengthened  himself  in  the  garden  and  orchard,  hourly  ofs^tiMd, 
expecting  an  attack.  But  finding  he  was  not  molested,  I^to  e^^ 
he  struck  across  the  Lammermuirs  and  reached  Kelso, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Lord  Kenmure,  who  had  raised 
the  southern  counties  of  Galloway  and  Dumfries.  Their 
united  force  was  now  above  two  thousand  men,  with 
which,  by  an  attack  on  Stirling,  combined  with  Mar, 
they  might  easily  have  destroyed,  or  made  prisoners, 
Argyll,  with  his  fifteen  hundred  men,  in  that  fortress. 
But  when  fortune  favoured  them,  and  decisive  success 
was  perhaps  within  their  reach,  the  insurgent  cause  was 
paralysed  by  the  want  of  a  leader  of  tried  ability,  or 
a  royal  chief,  whom  all  must  have  obeyed.  Every  one 
not  only  urged  his  own  plan,  but  refused  to  follow  that 
of  any  other  person.  The  English  horsemen,  who  had 
crossed  the  Border  from  Northumberland,  refused  to 
go  farther  into  Scotland ;  the  Highlanders  positively 
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CHAP,    declared  they  would  not  go  into  England.     The  result 
^'       was,  that,  to  avoid  a  rupture,  the  force  moved  in  a  sort 
^714.     of  diagonal  to  Langholm,  on  the  road  to  Carlisle.    There, 
after  a  long  altercation,  the  quarrel  was  adjusted  by  the 
Scotch  agreeing  to  enter  England,  in  order  to  lend  a 
hand  to  the  insurrection  in  Lancashire,  where  the  country 
was  nearly  unanimous  in  their  favour,  and  an  outbreak  was 
hourly  expected.   But  many  of  the  Highlanders  withdrew 
24«-m'  '  to  their  hills  when  this  design  was  announced,  and  no  less 
828*829.     than  five  hundred  set  off  in  a  body  by  themselves  :  so 
250, 25i!     that,  when  the  insurgents  entered  England  on  the  1st  No- 
vember, their  force  was  reduced  to  fourteen  hundred  men.^ 
The  sagacious  eye  of  Marlborough  had  long  before  fixed 
Advanc'e  of  ou  Prestou  iu  Lancashire  as  the  place  where  a  decisive 
«>nto  to'"    struggle  in  England  would  ensue,  and  thither,  accordingly, 
andtheiV     the  RoyaUst  forces  were  directed.     General  Carpenter, 
there.         with  the  dragoons  which  had  subdued  Northumberland, 
was  moved  on  it  from  the  north-east ;  while  General 
Willis,  having  collected  four  regiments  of  foot  and  two 
of  horse,  was  directed  towards   the  same  point    from 
Wigan.      Meanwhile   the   insurgents,  now  reduced  to 
twelve    hundred    men,    advanced    without    opposition 
through   Cumberland   and    Westmoreland,   as    far    as 
Preston,  in   Lancashire,  where  they  were  joined  bj  a 
considerable  number  of  the  gentlemen  of  Lancashire, 
with   their  retainers,  who  were,  however,  very  imper- 
fectly armed.     Here  the  want  of  military  knowledge 
and  firmness  sadly  appeared  in  the  leaders  of  the  insur- 
gents.    They  neglected  to  seize  the  bridge  over  the 
Kibble,  which   commands    the   only   approach   to   the 
town  from  the   south,  and  contented  themselves  with 
stationing    their   men    in    its    principal    squares,    and 
drawing  barricades  across  the  streets.     There,  accord- 
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^DgJjj  tliey  were  speedily  enveloped  by  Carpenter  on    chap. 

the  north-east,  and  Willis  on  the  south-west ;  but  the    L. 

forces  on  the  outside,  though  better  armed  and  disci-  *7^*' 
plined,  were  not  yet  superior  in  number  to  those  within. 
Such,  however,  was  the  intimidation  produced  in  the 
minds  of  the  Jacobite  chiefs,  at  finding  themselves  thus 
beleagured  in  a  strange  country  by  forces  hourly  in- 
creasing, that  they  listened  to  the  proposals  of  Willis, 
and  agreed  to  surrender.  They  laid  down  their  arms, 
accordingly,  to  the  number  of  fourteen  hundred,  on  the 
14th  November.  Such  was  the  indignation  of  the 
Highlanders  at  this  inglorious  capitulation  that  they  at 
first  resolved  to  sally  forth,  and  cut  their  way  back, 
sword  in  hand,  to  their  native  hills ;  but,  being  unsup- 
ported by  the  English,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the 
design,  and  submit  to  the  general  doom.  Among  the 
persons  taken  on  this  occasion  were  Lords  Derwentwater, 
Widdrington,  Nithsdale,  Wintoun,  Carnwath,  Kenmure, 
Nairn,  and  Charles  Murray — names,  some  of  which 
have  so  often  thrilled  the  hearts  of  the  generous  in  after  *  Mahon,  i. 
times,  when  joined  to  the  witchery  of  Scottish  song,  Berwick, 
while  the  fate  of  others  excited  such  a  mournful  and  vu 330,331! 
tragic  interest  throughout  the  world.^ 

Meanwhile  Mar,  having  collected  eight  thousand  men, 
a  force  double  that  with  which  Charles  Edward  did  AdvuMof 
such  great  things  thirty  years  afterwards,  broke  up  on  rifenir,  *" 
the  1 0th  December  from  Perth,  and  again  took  the  road 
to  Stirling.  But  the  circumstances  were  very  dififerent 
from  what  they  were  a  month  before,  when  he  might,  by 
a  little  vigour,  have  made  himself  master  of  all  Scotland. 
Several  regiments  had  been  hurried  over  from  Ireland, 
and  Argyll  at  Stirling  was  now  at  the  head  of  three 
thousand  three  hundred  regular  troops,  of  whom  twelve 
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CHAP,  hundred  were  cavalry.  Mar  was  joined  by  Gordon 
^'  with  two  thousand  men,  chiefly  from  the  western 
^714-  counties,  which  he  had  raised  after  an  unsuccessful 
attack  on  Inverary.  But  although  this  reinforcement 
raised  the  numerical  amount  of  the  insui^ents  to  ten 
thousand  men,  yet,  being  only  half-armed,  they  presented 
so  motley  an  array  that  it  was  thought  there  were  more 
firelocks  in  the  comparatively  diminutive  royal  army. 
On  the  12th,  Mar  with  the  united  force  reached  Ardoch, 
and  his  troops  bivouacked  in  the  noble  Roman  Camp 
there,  the  largest  and  most  perfect  in  Britain.  Argyll, 
who  deemed  himself  sufficiently  strong  to  engage,  did  not 
decline  the  combat ;  and  on  the  following  day,  the  1 3th, 
being  the  very  day  of  the  capitulation  at  Preston,  both 
armies  approached  each  other  on  the  Sherippmuir,  an 
open  heath  stretching  from  the  highroad  from  Perth  to 
1  Mahon,  i.  Stirling,  towards  the  foot  of  the  Ochil  Hills,  so  called 

257-259. 

Coxe,  vi.     from  its  having  been  the  place  where  the  armed  force  of 
wiciK,249.    the  county,  arrayed  by  the  sheriff,  had  been  exercised  in 
former  days.^ 

When  Mar  saw  that  the  enemy  stood  firm,  he  called 
Commence-  a  couucil  of  War  to  determine  whether  they  should  fiffht 

mentofthe  .  ° 

battle, and    Or  rctirc.     "Fight,  fight!"  was  the  universal  cry;  and 

success  of  o  o  af 

Argyll  on  tho  words  being  heard  in  the  ranks,  such  a  tumult  of 
cheers  and  tossing  up  of  bonnets  arose  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  in  a  manner  carried  by  acclamation.  Mar 
himself  was  on  his  own  right,  but  the  battle  began  on 
his  left  towards  the  hills.  The  insurgents  there,  who 
were  drawn  up  in  admirable  order,  opened  on  Argyll's 
men  a  fire  so  close  and  well  directed  that  even  Marl- 
borough's veterans  were  staggered.  But  Argyll's 
experienced  eye  discerned  a  morass  on  their  flank,  by 
which,  as  it  was  frozen  over  by  the  severe  frost  of  the 


his  right. 
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preceding  night,  they  might  be  charged  in  flank.   Thither    chap. 
accordingly  he  sent  a  squadron  of  horse  under  Captain    — L. 
Cathcart,  who  charged  the  insurgents  on  their  left  side,     ^^^*' 
while  he  himself,  with  two  squadrons,  assailed  them  in 
front.     The  double  shock  proved  irresistible  :  the  horse- 
men bore  down  the  Highland  ranks,  and  the  whole  left 
wing  of  the  Jacobites  was  driven  back  to  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  field  of  battle.  Their  retreat,  however, 
was  that  of  the  lion  when  he  retires  before  a  circle  of 
hunters,  for  nine  times  in  the  course  of  it  they  faced 
about  and  poured  in  volleys  upon  their  pursuers.    Argyll 
behaved  with  equal  humanity  and  £[allantry  on  this  occa-  *  Bi«]ioii,i. 

259  260. 

sion,  offering  quarter  to  all  who  would  surrender ;  and  on  Be^icki 
one  occasion  he  was  seen  himself  parrying  three  strokes  tL  329. 
aimed  by  one  of  his  troopers  at  a  Highland  gentleman.^ 
But  while  fortune  thus  smiled  on  the  royal  arms  on  their 
right,  where  Argyll  commanded,  a  very  different  scene  SaeetM  of 
presented  itself  on  their  left,  where  General  Witham  gmtioiith* 
had  the  command.     How  often  during  that  century,        ti»crate«."^ 

"  When  the  volleying  musket  played 
Against  the  bloody  Highland  blade/ 

has  victory  inclined  to  the  inexperienced  arms  of 
fidelity  and  devotion!  The  first  fire  of  the  English 
mortally  wounded  Clanranald,  who  had  served  with  dis- 
tinction abroad  under  Marshal  Berwick,  and  his  men 
were  thrown  into  some  disorder  by  the  discharge.  But 
Glengarry,  who  had  borne  the  royal  standard  at  the 
battle  of  Killicrankie,  immediately  started  from  the 
ranks,  and  throwing  his  bonnet  into  the  air,  exclaimed 
in  Gaelic, — "  Revenge !  Revenge  1  To-day  for  revenge, 
to-morrow  for  mourning  1'^  Animated  by  these  words, 
the  Highlanders  rushed  forward,  and  parrying  the 
bayonet-thrust  with  their  broadswords,  or  averting  them 
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coaAP.    by  their  targets,  they  dealt  destruction  around.     In  a 

^'       few  minutes  tlie  whole  of  Argyll's  left  wing  broke  and 

A714.     fled;  General   Witham  himself  never  stopped    till  he 

was  in  the  streets  of  Stirling.     The  left  centre  of  the 

English  followed  the  example,  and  fled  back  to  the  Forth ; 

and  so  great  was  the  panic,  that,  had  the  right  centre 

been  charged  instead  of  the  fugitives  being  pursaed  by 

the  victorious  Highlanders,  a  decisive  victory  would  have 

been  gained.     But  this  opportunity,  as  is  so  often  the 

case  in  war,  was  lost ;  and  General   Wightman  took 

260.261.'  *  advantage  of  a  few  minutes'  breathing-time  to  draw  oflF 

249.     *     the  right  centre  and  join  Argyll,  who  was  returning 

from  the  pursuit  of  the  wing  he  had  beaten.^ 

Argyll,  upon  hearing  of  the  disaster  of  his  left  and 

indecbive    ceutrc,  immediately  led  back  his  right  wing,  and  joined 

bSS«,*but*  Wightman  and  the  remains  of  the  centre.     Mar  did 

to  tibe  ad-  '  the  same  with  his  right,  which  had  pursued  the  enemy 

2i?S|iub.  to   the   very  gates   of  Stirling ;    and  the  two  armies 

mutually  regained  the  field  of  battle  on  the  Sheriffmuir. 

There  Mar  took  up  a  position  to  guard  against  the 

horse,  in  which  arm  the  English  were  greatly  superior, 

on  an  eminence  which  commanded  a  view  all  around. 

Soon  Argyll's  men  appeared  painfully  toiling  their  waj 

over  a  bad  road  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  so  wearied,  and 

in  such  woeful  plight,   that,  by  the  admission  of  the 

English  general  himself,  an  attack  from  the  Highlanders 

must  have  entirely  destroyed  their  army.*     But  Mar, 

♦  "If  they  had  either  courage  or  conduct,  they  might  have  entirely 
destroyed  my  body  of  foot ;  but  it  pleased  God  to  the  contrary." —  Wiifhtman** 
OficicU  Despatch^  Nov.  14,  1715.  Ai^yll  himself,  hearing  it  said  the  victory 
WAS  not  complete,  answered  in  the  words  of  the  Scottish  song — 

"  If  it  was  na  weel  bobbit,  weel  bobbit,  weel  bobbit, 
If  it  wa«  na  weel  bobbit,  we'll  bob  it  again." 

Mahon,  i.  261,  262. 
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though  personally  brave,  was  destitute  of  military  con-     chap. 
duct.     He  allowed  the  enemy  to  defile  beneath  him,       ^' 
where  they  were  already  taking  measures  to  repel  an     ^^u. 
attack ;  and  instead  of  directing  a  charge,  ordered  the 
bagpipes  to  play  a  retreat.     It  was  then  that  an  old 
Highland  officer,  Gordon  of  Glenbucket,  who  had  seen 
Killicrankie,  uttered  the  celebrated  exclamation, — "  Oh 
for  an   hour  of  Dundee!"     Both   parties  retreated  :  ^ BUhon, i. 

262  263. 

Argyll  slept  at  Dumblane,  and  next  day  withdrew  to  Berwick, 
Stirling  ;  and   Mar  wended  his  way  back  to  his  old  vu  m 
quarters  at  Perth.^ 

It  is  with  an  insurrection  as  with  an  invading  army  : 
a  drawn  battle  is  equivalent  to  a  defeat ;  continued  Aigyu'ii 
success  is  the  condition  of  existence.  Disaster,  long-  in^T^om- 
continued,  and  in  the  end  overwhelming,  from  that  date  ci!dogJ. 
assailed  the  Stuart  cause.  Several  of  the  clans  had 
been  lukewarm  in  their  support,  and  openly  counselled 
submission  before  the  battle  began ;  others  dropped  ofi^ 
after  the  retreat  to  Perth.  Soon  the  insurgent  army 
was  reduced  to  lialf  its  numbers  ;  and  Mar  himself, 
seeing  no  appearance  of  the  Chevalier,  and  hearing  of 
the  disaster  at  Preston,  privately  communicated  with 
Argyll  as  to  the  possibility  of  a  general  submission. 
Argyll  was  disposed  to  receive  it  favourably,  and  ap- 
plied to  Government  for  powers  to  that  effect ;  but 
Ministers  had  other  views.  Having  crushed  the  insur- 
rection in  Lancashire,  and  averted  that  in  Devonshire, 
they  were  not  disposed  to  treat  for  a  capitulation  with 
that  in  Scotland,  but  resolved  to  push  their  advantages 
to  the  uttermost.  So  far,  therefore,  from  enlarging 
Argyll's  powers,  they  deprived  him  of  his  command,  and, 
by  Marlborough's  advice,  bestowed  it  on  General  Cado- 
gan.     It  does  not  appear  that  Argyll  had  been  unfaith- 
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CHAP,    fill  to  his  trust ;  his  activitj,  which  sayed  Edinburgh, 
^'       his  gallantry,  which  stemmed  disaster  at  Sheriffmuir, 
1714.     forbade  such  a  supposition.      But,  with  all  his  yaloor 
and  eloquence,  he  wanted  the  still  more  important  re- 
quisite oi  firmness  of  conduct     His  political  vacillation 
necessarily  rendered  him  suspected  in  critical  times.    He 
had  rendered  himself,  by  repeated  attacks,  personally 
obnoxious  to  Marlborough;*  and  the  enmity  between 
them  had  grown  up  to  such  a  pitch  that  no   cordial 
268-270.'     co-operation  was  any  longer  to  be  hoped  for ;  so  that 
492.  '   '   Cadogan's  appointment  had  become  a  matter  of  ne- 
cessity.^ 

Cadogan  brought  with  him  powerful  reinforcements ; 
Arriyai'of    and  the  six  thousand  auxiliaries  stipulated  by  the  Bar- 

av-  Platan- 

derinScot-  rier  Treaty  had  landed  in  England  in  the  middle  of 
his  ricep-  November,  and  were  already  in  full  march  for  Scotland. 
Scone,  Jan.  The  iusurgeuts,  whose  numbers  were  daily  falling  oflF, 
'  '  had  decreased  in  a  still  more  rapid  proportion,  so  that 
the  rebellion  was  now  virtually  extinguished.  It  was 
at  this  inauspicious  moment  that  the  Chevalier  at  length 
landed  at  Peterhead  on  December  22d,  attended  only 
by  six  persons,  one  of  whom  was  son  to  the  Duke 
of  Berwick.  His  arrival  might  have  led  to  decisive 
success,  if  it  had  taken  place  at  an  earlier  period,  by 
stilling  the  discord  of  the  rival  chiefs  ;  but  his  coming 
at  this  gloomy  season  could  only  throw  a  parting  gleam 
over  a  falling  cause.  He  proceeded  southwards — passed 
incognito  through  Aberdeen — received  Mar  with  great 
distinction  at  the  manor  of  Fetteresso — and  made  a 
public  entry  into  Dundee  on  January  6th,  with  the 
Earl  of  Mar  riding  on  his  right  hand  and  the  Earl 

*  ''  It  is  impossible  to  havo  a  lower  opinion  than  I  have  of  the  Duko  of 
ArgyW*— Marlborough  ;  Tindal,  vL  492. 
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Mareschal  on  his  left,  and  followed  by  a  brilliant  train    chap. 
of  three  hundred  gentlemen  on  horseback.    From  thence       ^' 


he  proceeded  to  Scone — the  place  where  his  ancestors     *^^*' 
had  so  often  been  crowned — and  there  issued  several 
proclamations.    The  first  ordered  a  general  thanksgiying 
for  the  "miraculous  providence *'   shown   in  his   safe 
arrival ;  the  second  gave  currency  to  all  foreign  coins ; 
the  third  ordered  the  convocation  of  a  Parliament;  the 
fourth  ordered  his  coronation  at  Scone  on  23d  January;  Papen,i60. 
and  the  fifth  summoned  all  persons  from  sixteen  to  sixty  271, 2;^' 
to  join  his  standard.^ 

Immense  was  the  enthusiasm  excited  at  the  time  by 
the  arrival  of  the  exiled  prince  in  the  land  of  his  fathers;  Putiog  en- 
but  it  soon  appeared  that  the  hand  of  fate  was  upon  him,  ud  r«a 
and  that  nothing  could  much  longer  arrest  its  resistless  foUcTwiiilJ^ii 
weight.    The  men  remaining  of  the  clans  were  so  much      *^ 
reduced  that  they  could  not  venture  on  the  customary 
spectacle  of  a  review  ;  and  the  Prince  was  so  disheart- 
ened by  their  scanty  numbers  that  he  could  not  conceal 
his  chagrin.     He  himself  had  none  of  the  qualities  re- 
quisite to  uphold  a  falling  cause.     He  had  considerable 
abilities,  great  powers  of  language,  and  popular,  graceful 
manners  in  peace  ;  but  he  had  little  vigour  or  energy  in 
character,  and  none  of  the  habits  or  ideas  which  win  the 
hearts  of  the  soldiery  in  war.     He  could  not  handle  a 
musket,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  broadsword  exercise. 
Despair  and  discouragement  followed  his  appearance 
amongst  them ;  and  so  hopeless  did  afiairs  soon  become, 
that,  though  it  had  been  determined  to  fortify  and  de- 
fend Perth,  Mar  had  in  secret  resolved,  if  Cadogan « Berwick'* 
advanced  against  him,  to  abandon  it  without  striking  a  257.  m»! 
blow.2     The  discouragement  was  increased  by  the  intel-  278.' '     ' 
ligence  of  the  surprise  of  Inverness  by  Lord  Lovat, 
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CHAP,    vho  on  this  occasion  acted  on  the  Hanoverian  side — a 
^'       disaster  which,  by  depriving  them  of  the  northern  capi- 
^7*^-     tal  of  the  Highlands,  appeared  to  render  the  condition 
of  the  insurgents  altogether  desperate. 

Meanwhile  Cadogan,  having  collected  an  overwhelm- 
Re-einbftrk-  ing  forcc  at  Stirling,  commenced  his  march  to  the  north- 

ation  of  the  , 

Pretender,   Ward,  in  thc  midst  of  snow,  and  in  a  season  of  uncommon 

uid  sup- 

preMion  of  Hgour.     ArgvU  was  with  the  vanguard  ;  and  he  was  so 

the  iniiir-  _ 

rection.       discontcntcd  by  the  intelligence  of  the  preparations  for 
the  abandonment  of  Perth,  which  were  received  as  thej 
bivouacked  on  the  snow  amidst  the  smoking  ruins  of 
Auchterarder,  that  his  chagrin  was  visible  to  all   the 
bystanders.*    When  the  order  to  retreat  towards  Aber- 
deen was  first  issued,  the  indignation  among  the  High- 
landers at  retiring  before  their  enemies  was  so  vehement 
that  it  almost  amounted  to  open  mutiny.     "  What,*'  said 
one  of  them,  "  did  you  call  us  to  arms  for  ?     Was  it  to 
run  away  ?     What  did  the  king  come  here  for  ?     Was 
it  to  see  his  people  butchered  by  the  hangman,  and  not 
strike  one  stroke  for  their  lives  ?     Let  us  die  like  men, 
and  not  like  dogs !     We  must  take  the  peraon  of  our 
monarch  out  of  the  hands  of  his  present  timid  counsel- 
lors ;  and  then,  if  he  is  willing  to  die  like  a  prince,  he 
will  find  that  there  are  ten  thousand  gentlemen  of  Scot- 
land who  are  not  afraid  to  die  with  him  ! "     But  though 

♦  "  The  Duke  of  Argyll  grows  so  intolerably  uneasy  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  live  with  him  any  longer.  He  is  enraged  at  the  success 
of  this  expedition,  though  he  and  his  creatures  attribute  to  themselves 
the  honour  of  it.  When  I  brought  him  the  news  of  the  rebels  being  run 
from  Perth  he  seemed  thunderstruck,  and  was  so  visibly  concerned  with 
it  that  even  the  foreign  officers  in  the  room  took  notice  of  it  Since  the 
rebels  quitted  Perth,  he  has  sent  for  five  hundred  of  his  Argyll  men.  Not 
one  of  them  appeared  when  the  rebels  were  in  Perth,  when  they  might 
have  been  of  some  use." — Cadogan  to  Marlborough,  Feb.  4,  1716;  Coxe, 
vi.  335. 
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these  heroic  sentiments  did  honour  to  the  brave  men     chap. 
who  uttered  them,  and  showed  what  means  had  been      ^' 
at  the  disposal  of  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection,  they     ^^u. 
could  not  supply  the  present  deficiencies.     The  army 
was  without  either  fuel  or  provisions ;  ammunition  was 
becoming  scanty ;  and  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  both 
in  numbers,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  was  overwhelming. 
A  retreat  was  therefore  agreed  to  on  the  29th,  and 
promulgated  on  the  30th.     In  sullen  despair  the  High- 
landers obeyed  the  dreaded  summons — but  such  was 
their  indignation  that  most  of  the  clans  separated  on 
the  road ;  and  when  they  reached   Aberdeenshire,  all 
appearance  of  an  army  was  at  an  end.     The  Pretender 
himself  gave  the  slip  to  his  attendants,  and  embarked  at 
Montrose,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  February,  with 
Lord  Mar,  and  arrived  in  safety  at  Gravelines.     His 
last  act  was  to  send  a  sum  of  money,  the  remains  of  his 
slender  resources,  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  to  be  ap- 
plied in  indemnifyiug  the  cottagers  in  Auchterarder, 
whose  houses  had  been  burned  by  his  orders,  '^  So  that 
I  may  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  been  the 
destruction  of  none,  when  I  came  to  free  all."     Marlbo- 
rough forbade  all  pursuit  of  the  Highlanders  into  their 
hills,  well  knowing  that  no  army  could  maintain  itself 
there,  and  putting  in  practice  an  opinion  which  he  had 
expressed  years  before  in  Flanders,  "  That  if  he  ever 
commanded  against  the  Highlanders,  he  would  never  be 
at  the  trouble  of  following  them  into  their  hills,  to  run 
the  risk  of  ruining  an  army  by  fatigue  and  want,  but  isineiMr*i 
would  post  himself  so  as  to  starve  them  if  they  kept  342^  m*- 
together,   or  till,   by   their  natural  inconstancy,   they  m  *'Ber. 
separated,  after  which  every  one  would  do  his  best  to  SS. ' 
get  terms."  ^ 
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ciiAr.        Thaiiks  to  the  foresight  and  arrangements  of  Marl- 

^^  boroughs  and  the  vigour  of  the  Government,  the  insur- 

UI4.  nvtion  vras  now  suppressed,  and  the  HanoYcrian  family 

i>Mix^«M.«  firmly  seated  on  the  throne.     But  the  disaster  did  not 

!!^!lnr  stop  here ;  the  days  of  real  mourning  were  to  b^n. 

^'^  Ab^  no  !  lor  a  darker  departure  is  near; 
Tlko  vardrom  is  muffled,  and  hameesed  the  bier.** 

In  Scotland,  few  prisoners  of  note  were  taken,  and  the 
aunab  of  its  courts  are  not  stained  by  unnecessary  or 
lauu^UaWo  severity.     But  it  was  otherwise  in  England ; 
aixd  WaljH^lo.  who  was  prime-minister,  though  by  no 
m<>an$*  as  his  subsequent  long  career  proved,  inclined  to 
i5^>Yority,  doomed  the  risk  run  too  great,  the  escape  made 
t^v  WArrow.  to  jvrmit  lenity  to  be  generally  extended  to 
Uk^  }^ri$ouors.     Two  noblemen  and  twenty-six  common- 
er* dioil  on  the  soattbld  for  fidelity  to  their  sovereign  in 
uUs^Vxrtuuo,      Six  peers  were  indicted ;    and  as  their 
i^vw'^iou   to   the    reMlion  was  self-evident,  they   all 
pU'^vUnl  jniiUy  except  Lord  Wintoun,  who  was  convicted 
on  tiiiil  but  aftorwanls  escaped.     Great  interest  was 
iu^\lo  bv  {vrsous  of  the  highest  rank  in  favour  of  the 
uutvMUUK^to  uoUomen  who  had  been  convicted ;  many  of 
the  loHvbt^^  WhijTS  o|H>uly  declared  on  the  side  of  mercy  ; 
MU\l  .^>  8tn>u^uly  was  the  public  mind  moved  that  petitions 
for  thoir  ivpriove  were  thrown  out  only  by  a  majority  of 
» !iui*       8t^vt>n  iu  the  l\nunu>ns,  and  actually  carried  by  one  of  five 
?4T  iSit  '   in  the  Louis,    Alarmeil  with  this  unexpected  opposition, 
\v»i|Ha»%^^  the  cabinet  rospiteil  three  of  the  noblemen — Lord  Nairn, 
Uw^ivm-   tho   Karl  of    Cannvath,  and  Lord  Widdrington — but 
uuwi      onloixnl  tho  exeinUion  of  Derwentwater,  Kenmure,  and 
vwA*>l/    NilhsilaU\  the  following  morning.^     Nithsdale  escaped 
fvonx  tho  Tower  in  woman's  dress  the  night  before  the 
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execution ;  but  the  two  former  were  destined  to  seal    chap. 

their  faith  with  their  blood.  !_ 

They  did  so,  and  did  it  nobly.  The  scaffold,  covered  ^^^^• 
with  black,  was  erected  on  Tower  Hill,  already  stained  NobUdaftth 
by  the  blood  of  the  first  and  the  noblest  in  English  water  ud 
story.  Derwentwater  was  the  first  to  suffer  :  he  turned  Feb!'%^ 
pale  as  he  ascended  the  fatal  steps,  but  his  voice  was 
firm,  and  his  demeanour  steady  and  composed.  He 
passed  some  time  in  prayer ;  and  then  rising  up,  declared 
that  he  died  a  Roman  Catholic  ;  that  he  deeply  repented 
his  plea  of  "  guilty,^^  and  expressions  of  contrition  at  his 
trial ;  and  that  he  acknowledged  James  III.,  and  him 
alone,  as  his  rightful  sovereign.  "  I  intended,"  he  added, 
"  to  wrong  no  one,  but  to  serve  my  king  and  country, 
hoping,  by  the  example  I  gave,  to  have  induced  others 
to  do  their  duty  ;  and  God,  wio  sees  the  secrets  of  my 
heart,  knows  I  speak  the  truth.  I  am  in  perfect  charity 
with  all  the  world :  I  thank  God  for  it ;  even  with  those 
of  the  present  Government  who  have  been  the  most 
instrumental  in  my  death.'^  He  then  took  off  his  coat, 
and  told  the  executioner  he  should  strike  when  he  re- 
peated for  the  third  time  the  words,  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive 
my  soul  1 "  He  then  laid  down  his  head,  gave  the  sign, 
and  the  executioner  severed  it  at  one  blow.  Lord  Ken- 
mure  evinced  equal  firmness  in  the  last  hour.  He 
was  attended  to  the  scaffold  by  his  son  and  two  clergy- 
men of  the  Church  of  England.  He  also  expressed 
regret  at  having  pleaded  guilty  at  the  trial ;  offered  up 
a  prayer  for  James  III.,  whom  he  declared  he  owned  as 
his  lawful  sovereign ;  calmly  knelt  down  at  the  block, 
and  his  head  was  severed  from  his  body  at  two  blows. 
The  subordinate  offenders,  in  number  twenty-four,  died  294*2^.' '' 
with  equal  dignity  and  resolution.  ^ 


cnmes. 
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CHAP.  These  melancholy  and  yet  heart-stirring  details  sug- 
^'  gest  one  consideration  of  general  and  lasting  importance 
1714.  to  mankind  ;  this  is  the  expedience  and  justice  of  all 
Reflations  civilised  nations  revising  their  civil  code,  and  abolishing 
Jw^'lnr^*  entirely  the  punishment  of  death  in  purely  political 
d3f*S^r**'  oflfences.  Crime  alone  is  the  fit  object  of  punishment ; 
?Sil?^  and  the  essence  of  crime  consists  in  a  wicked  or  felonious 
intent.  Political  acts,  however  hostile  to  the  ruling 
power,  are  not  necessarily  the  result  of  such  intent ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  are  often  produced  by  the  noblest 
feelings  which  can  fill  the  breast,  and,  when  successful 
in  the  end,  command  the  eternal  admiration  and  grati- 
tude of  mankind.  Witness  frequent  allusion^  in  after 
times,  to  the  cause  for  which  Hampden  bled  in  the  field, 
and  Sidney  on  the  scafibld ;  the  undying  admiration  for 
the  heroism  of  Wallace,  the  achievements  of  Tell.  In 
vain  does  the  historian  *  say,  with  emphatic  brevity,  that 
"  he  who  has  bravely  ventured,  has  justly  forfeited  his 
life  '/'  in  vain  does  the  lawyer  repeat,  that  "  treason  is 
the  greatest  of  all  crimes,  because  it  leads  to  the  com- 
mission of  all  the  others."  The  sense  of  justice  in  the 
human  breast  has  long  since  rejected  such  doctrines — 
common  sense  detected  their  fallacy.  If  they  were 
well  founded,  quarter  should  never  be  given  in  war,  but 
prisoners  all  be  massacred  in  cold  blood  ;  for  every  one 
in  battle  ventures  his  life ;  and  no  one  need  be  told  that 
murder,  robbery,  and  conflagration,  follow  in  the  foot- 
steps of  hostile  armies.  All  parties,  in  the  futiu'e  ages 
of  the  world,  will  probably  have  an  equal  interest 
in  introducing  such  a  mitigated  code  of  civil  hostility, 
for  none  can  foresee  how  soon  they  may  themselves  be 
constrained  to  invoke  its  protection  :  the  ruthless  code 
has  so  long  been  in  force  only  because  security  has  steeled 

•  Oibboa 
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the  heart  to  pity,  or  experienced  wrongs  upraised  the    chap. 
arm  for  vengeance.  *  ^' 

The  true  way  of  dealing  with  such  offences  is  to  take  ^^h. 
vigorous  measures,  more  so  than  are  now  generally  True  way 
adopted  against  the  commencement  of  insurrections,  or  with  ndf 
the  propagation  of  the  incitements  which  lead  to  them ; 
but  when  the  conflict  once  begins,  to  treat  the  captives 
as  prisoners  of  war,  or  at  most  pronounce  sentence 
of  banishment  or  transportation  upon  them.  Death 
or  confiscation  of  property  seems  altogether  unsuitable 
for  a  civil  struggle  for  power,  as  much  as  it  is  for  a 
national  contest  for  territoiy.  He  who  strives  to  dis- 
place the  government  cannot  complain  if  he  is  displaced 
himself;  and,  therefore,  banishment  from  the  country 
whose  peace  has  been  disturbed  is  the  natural  and  just 
retribution  for  unsuccessful  rebellion.  But  he  has  great 
reason  to  complain  if,  because  he  aimed  at  displacing 
the  government,  he  is  brought  to  the  scaffold,  and  his 
children  reduced  to  beggary.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  excessive  severity  stifles  rebeUion  ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  often  induces  it.  The  reaction  against  cruelty  produces 
fresh  outbreaks.  Henry  VIII.  put  seventy-two  thou- 
sand pei*sons  to  death  on  the  scaffold  in  his  single  reign ; 
and  Elizabeth  had  a  grim  array  of  three  hundred  heads, 
many  of  them  of  her  relatives  and  former  friends,  on  Lon- 
don Bridge ;  but  the  frightful  array  did  not  prevent  high 
treason  being  more  frequent  in  those  reigns  than  in  any 
other  period  of  English  history.  The  noble  blood  shed, 
the  moving  constancy  displayed  in  1715,  produced  the 
Rebellion  of  1745.  In  nothing  is  the  blessed  influence 
of  civilisation  more  shown  than  in  the  mitigation  so 
generally  introduced,  in  the  nations  which  are  its  leaders, 
of  the  temble  penalties  of  high  treason.     Time  will 
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CHAA  show  whether  it  is  not  also  the  most  expedient ;  whether 
^'  the  bloodless  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  in 
1714.  1848,  was  not  more  e£Pectual  in  stilling  discord  in  the 
Emerald  Isle  than  the  ruthless  seyeritj  of  Austrian 
vengeance  in  extinguishing  that  in  Hungary  in  the  next 
year.  If  an  insurrection  commences  with  murder,  pil- 
lage, and  conflagration,  its  authors  shoidd  be  dealt  with, 
not  as  rebehy  but  as  pirates — the  enemies  of  the  human 
race.  But  if  it  is  conducted  according  to  the  laws  of 
civilised  warfare,  its  leaders  should  be  dealt  with  by  the 
same  code.  This  lenity  of  thei  victors  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent with,  and  in  fact  part  of  the  same  system  as,  the 
most  vigilant  preventive  measure  against  so  great  an  evil 
as  civil  war,  and  the  utmost  energy  in  combating  it  the 
instant  it  breaks  out.  In  fact,  they  are  parts  of  the 
same  disposition.  Terror  in  presence  of  danger,  and 
cruelty  after  it,  are  as  much  the  mark  of  a  cowardly,  as 
courage,  in  the  first  situation,  and  humanity  in  the  last, 
are  of  a  heroic  mind. 

Fidelity  in  misfortune  was  not  evinced  alone  by  the 

Treiihery    mountainecrs   of  Scotland   in    the  termination  of  this 

iuhG<^°*^   terrible   conflict.      Spain  also   exhibited  a  memorable 

thrciu-**^  example  of  heroism  in  circumstances  where  the  greatest 

im.*^*^'  courage  might  have  quailed ;  and  the  English  historian 

has  a  melancholy  satisfaction  in  recounting  it  as  the  only 

compensation  he  can  tender   for  the  treachery  of  his 

Government  to  their  gallant  allies.     When  Queen  Anne 

encouraged   the   inhabitants  of  Catalonia   to   take  up 

arms,  she   pledged   herself  to   maintain   their  ancient 

privileges  ;  and  this  promise  was  renewed  when  Charles 

VI.,  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  concluded  a  separate 

treaty  of  evacuation.    But  the  British  cabinet,  under  the 

direction  of  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke,  entirely  forgot  the 
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national  faith  thus  doubly  pledged  in  the  face  of  Europe,    chap. 


X. 


and  to  the  last  of  which  pledges  thej  themselves  had 
been  parties.  In  the  articles  of  pacification,  accordingly,  ^^u. 
submitted  by  Lord  Lexington,  the  English  minister  to 
the  Spanish  court  in  1713,  there  was  no  mention  made 
of  the  Catalan  constitution,  but  merely  of  an  armistice 
in  that  proyince ;  and  in  the  correspondence  of  Boling- 
broke  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Utrecht,  their  privi- 
leges are  described  as  contrary  to  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land, and  not  so  expedient  as  those  of  Castile.  But  the 
Catalans  thought  otherwise;  and,  though  deserted  by 
all  the  world,  and  even  by  the  great  maritime  power 
which  had  first  incited  them  to  take  up  arms,  they  pre- 
pared singly  to  maintain  the  conflict.  From  the  days 
of  Numantia  and  Astapa  to  those  of  Saragossa  and  ^  Cox«'i 
Gerona,  the  national  character  of  the  Spaniards  has  been  Bourbon, 

ii.  60-64. 

the  same  ;  and  the  siege  of  Babcelona  may  be  added  BenHckii 
to  the  many  others  which  have  rendered  their  name  201.  * 
immortal.1 

As  the  intrepid   spirit  of  the  Catalans,  and  their 
resolution  to  maintain  their  privileges,  were  well  known,  Betoiation 
Philip  no  sooner  heard  that  they  were  determined,  at  efforts  of 
all  hazards,  to  resist,  unless  their  ancient  constitution  was  irlSTi^u. 
conceded  to  them,  than  he  made  applications  both  to  the 
French  and  English  governments  for  aid  to  enable  him 
to  force  them  into  submission.     Louis  immediately  sent 
the  Duke  of  Berwick,  with  twenty  thousand  men,  to 
join  the  Spanish  forces  in  conducting  the  siege  of  Bar- 
celona ;  and  Oxford,  to  his  shame  be  it  said,  permitted 
a  British  fleet  to  co-operate  indirectly  in  the  blockade. 
Meanwhile  the  Catalans,  then  reduced  to   their  own 
resources,  made  the  most  heroic  efibrts  to  maintain  their 
independence.     Their  regular  force  in  the  city  amounted 
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oHAP.     onlj  to  sixteen  thousand  men;  but  the  armed  citizens 
^       amounted  to  as  many  more,  and  the  spirit  with  wbich 
1714.     they  were  animated  rendered  them  most  formidable  oppo- 
nents in  defending  ramparts.     Every  efibrt  was  made 
to  rouse  and  animate  them.     A  tribunal,  armed  with  the 
powers  of  life  and  death,  was  erected ;  a  regular  war  by 
sea  and  land  was  declared  against  France  and  Spain  ;  a 
fleet  of  fourteen  light  ships  fitted  out;  fresh  fortifications 
erected ;  barricades  thrown  up  across  the  streets  ;  the 
walls  of  the  houses  pierced  for  loopholes  ;  the  aged  and 
children  sent  to  Minorca,  and  the  women  divided  into 
bands  to  succour  the  wounded.     The  bishop  solemnly 
1  caM  of     blessed  their  cause,  amidst  the  mingled  tears  and  cheers 
lans,  37.      of  thc  pcoplc ;  the  inferior  clergy  followed  the  example ; 
House  of     while,  to  keep  up  their  hope  of  foreign  succour,   the 
ii.  64-66.'     solemn  promise  of  the  Queen  of  England  to  support 
xviii.  301.    their  privileges  was  deposited,  with  great  solemnity,  on 
the  high  altar  of  the  cathedral.^ 

The   Catalans  had   need  of  all    tlieir  courage  and 
Arrival  of    rcsourccs,  for  the  preparations  of  France  and  Spain  for 
of  Berwick,  thcir  rcductiou  were  most  formidable.     The  blockade 
"the'b^    began  in  November  1713  ;  but  the  want  of  heavy  artil- 
j^eTru.  lery,  or  any  force  adequate  to  thc  siege  of  so  strong 
a  fortress  so  defended,  prevented  the  commencement  of 
regular  approaches  till  the  end  of  June  in  the  following 
year,  when  the  arrival  of  the  twenty  thousand  French 
auxiliaries  raised  the  besieging  force  around  its  walls  to 
thirty -five  thousand  men,  besides  eight  thousand  stationed 
at  Gerona  to  keep  up  the  communication  with  France, 
and  eight  thousand  scattered  through  Catalonia  to  over- 
awe  its   warlike   inhabitants.      In   the  end   of  June, 
Berwick  arrived  with  the  patent  of  generalissimo  to  take 
the  command  ;  and  that  brave  and  humane  prince  had 
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DO  sooner  done  so  than  he  was  horrified  at  discovering    chap. 
the  savage  intentions  of  the  government,  and  of  what       ^' 
cruelties  he  was  intended  to  be  the  unwilling  instrument,      ivi*. 
The  orders  to  him  were  peremptory,  if  the  besieged 
allowed  the  trenches  to  be  commenced,  to  admit  of  no  sur- 
render but  at  discretion.     Berwick  was  so  shocked  at  this 
severity  that  he  wrote  both  to  Louis  XIV.  and  the  court 
of  Madrid  for  fresh  and  more  lenient  instructions.     He 
could  obtain,  however,  no  material  modification.     "  The 
ministers,^'  says  he,  "  spoke  of  nothing  but  the  grandeur 
of  their  monarch,  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  the 
despicable   character  of  those   who  should  venture   to 
attack  us.     All  the  insurgents  were  to  be  put  to  the 
sword;  all  those  who  had  not  taken  an  active  part  in 
Philip's  favour  during  the  civil  war  were  to  be  treated 
as  enemies,  while  those  who  had  aided  him  were  to  be 
regarded  only  as  having  done  their  duty,  without  receiv- 
ing any  recompense.     Had  the  ministers  and  generals 
of  Spain  held  a  more   moderate  language,  Barcelona 
would  have  capitulated  as  soon  as  the  Austrians  with- 
drew ;    but  as   the  cabinet  and  the  Duke  de  Popoli, 
who  had  the  command,  spoke  only  of  the  sack  and  the 
cord,  the  people  became  furious  and  desperate.     Popoli  Mem.ao8. 
had  a  personal  cause  of  enmity  to  the  inhabitants,  on  Hoate  of 
account  of  some  insults  ofiered  to  his  wife  when  the  Arch-  ii.  66-67.' 
duke  took  the  town  in  1705.''^ 

The  death  of  Anne,  and  accession  of  the  Hanoverian 

<46 

family  to  the  throne  of  England,  produced  only  a  fruit-  Prepari- 
less  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  Spanish  govern-  both  sides 
ment  in  behalf  of  the  Catalans,  and  an  order  for  the  siege,  and 
British  fleet  to  withdraw  from  the  blockade.     George  I.  orthe* 
was  too  much  occupied  with  the  dangers  of  Jacobite  July  12. 
insurrection  at  home,  and  had  too  small  an  armed  force 
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CHAP,     at  his  disposal,  to  be  able  to  think  of  foreign  hostilities. 

mm 

'_    Thus  abandoned  to  their  own  resources,  the  Catalans 

1714.  ^itii  mournful  resolution  continued  their  resistance ; 
the  savage  cruelty  of  the  Spanish  goyemment  had  left 
them  no  alternatiye  but  victory  or  death.  Berwick 
found  in  the  camp  eighty -seven  heavy  cannon  and 
thirty -three  mortars,  with  1,500,000  pounds  of  powder, 
and  every  supply  requisite  for  the  longest  siege  ;  it  was 
only  a  question,  therefore,  to  which  quarter  his  attacks 
should  be  directed.  He  determined  to  commence  the 
attack  on  the  side  next  the  sea.  On  the  12th  July, 
trenches  were  opened  by  ten  battalions  of  foot  and 
as  many  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  next  day  two 
considerable  sallies,  one  with  four,  the  other  with  six 
thousand  men,  were  repulsed  after  a  violent  struggle, 
with  considerable  loss  to  the  besieged.  At  the  same 
time  twenty  vessels  and  a  frigate  steering  for  the  port 
were   captured   by   the    blockading    squadron    coming 

1  Sorwick 

207,208.'  from  Majorca;  but  thirty  others,  with  three  transports, 
HonMof     reached  the  harbour  in  safety,  and  brought  supplies 
ii.67,68.    of  provisious,  which  proved  of  essential  service  to  the 
besieged.^ 

The  breaching  batteries  opened  their  fire  on  the  25th 
Progres'iof  July  from  eighty  heavy  cannon;  and  such  was  the 
"^'  execution  done,  that,  by  the  12th  August,  three  breaches 
were  made  on  the  outworks  of  three  bastions,  which  were 
stormed  on  that  day  ;  but  on  the  next  the  besieged  drove 
them  out  with  the  loss  of  fifteen  hundred  men.  At  the 
same  time  a  Miquelet  chief,  Del  Poul,  descended  from  the 
mountains  with  twelve  thousand  mountaineers,  and  came 
within  a  few  leagues  of  the  French  camp  ;  but  Berwick 
attacked  and  defeated  him  with  very  severe  loss.  Hav- 
ing thus  secured  his  rear,  he  resumed  the  siege  with 
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fresh  vigour ;  and  so  e£Pectiye  was  the  fire,  that  by  the    ouap. 
10th  September  seven  huge  breaches  yawned  in   dif-       ^' 
ferent  parts  of  the  rampart,  at  the  foot  of  all  which  the     ^^^** 
ditch  was  filled  up  and  the  outworks  carried.     In  these 
circumstances    farther    resistance    was    hopeless,    and  ^ 
Berwick,  moved  by  humanity,  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  pro-  211, 212. ' 
pose  a  capitulation.     But  the  summons   was  sternly  ii.  296^' 
rejected,   and  the  besieged,  headed  by  their  leaders.  House  of 
repaired  with  desperate  resolution  to  the  breaches  to  a.  68.  °* 
resist  the  assault.^ 

The  storm  took  place  on  the  11th  September,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  bloody  and  dreadM  recorded  in  Dreadful 
history.     At  the  signal  of  ten  guns  and  twenty  mortars,  the™i^, 
which  were  discharged  at  daybreak,  the  whole  besieging    ^    ' 
force  moved  forward  to  the  assault :  fifty  battalions  led 
the  attack,  while  forty  more  were  in  reserve  ready  to 
support  them.    The  attack  was  directed  against  the  three 
bastions  which  had  been  breached,  and,  the  garrison  not 
expecting  an  assault  so  early,  the  besiegers  entered  with- 
out much  difficulty,  and  got  into  the  streets  of  the  town. 
But  it  was  there,  as  in  after  times  at  Saragossa,  that  the 
conflict  really  began.     A  terrible  fire  was  opened  on  the 
assailants  from  the  barricades  and  loopholed  houses ; 
and  such  was  the  vigour  of  the  defence  that  the  French 
were  driven  out  of  the  bastion  of  St  Peter,  and,  after 
being  several  times  taken  and  retaken,  it  finally  remained 
in  the  possession  of  the  Spaniards.      Berwick,  alarmed 
by  the  dreadful  carnage  at  that  spot,  hastened  in  person 
and  drew  off  his  men,  after  above  two  thousand  had 
fallen  in  the  murderous  conflict.      But  in  other  quarters 
the  assailants  were  more  successful ;  and  Villaroit,  the 
governor  of  the  town,  was  wounded.  At  length,  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  after  a  dreadful  conflict  of  ten  hours' 
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CHAP,     duration,  in  which  nearly  every  male  inhabitant  within 

^'       the  place  had  borne  a  part,  the  besieged  beat  a  parley, 

^714.     and  demanded  to  capitulate.      Berwick  promised  that 

their  lives  should  be  spared,  and  the  besieged  were  lefk 

for  the  night  in  possession  of  their  barricades.       Next 

day  the  victors  made  their  entry  into  the  town  on  all 

sides,  with  such  order  that  not  a  soldier  quitted  the 

ranks ;  and  after  one  of  the  most  desperate  assaults 

recorded    in    history,    the   prodigy   was    exhibited   of 

discipline   being   entirely   preserved,   and   not    a    shop 

213-275!  '  pillaged  or  a  woman  violated — "  a  circumstance,"  says 

Houwof     Berwick,   "  which  can   be  ascribed   only  to   God,    for 

ii.68,69.    all  the  power  of  man  could  not  have  restrained   the 

soldiers."^ 

This  memorable  siege  cost  the  besiegers,  by  Berwick's 
Humanity    admission,  ten  thousand  men :  the  loss  of  the  besieged  did 
to  the  be-    not  exceed  six  thousand.     Berwick  enhanced  the  glory 
timinau'oii  of  his  couqucst  by  the  clemency  which  he  showed  to  the 
of  the  Sue'  vanquished.     Twenty  of  the  leaders  were  sent  to  the 
cession.      ^^stlc  of  Alicaute,  where  they  were  imprisoned,  and  two 
hundred  ecclesiastics  were  banished  to  Italy.     But  no 
blood  was  shed  on  the  scaflFold — a  circumstance  so  much 
at  variance  with  the  usual  cruelty  of  the  Spanish  char- 
acter, and  the  declared  intentions  of  the  government, 
that  it  can  be  ascribed  only  to  the  humane  interposition 
of  Berwick.     A  few  days  after,  he  granted  a  favourable 
capitulation  to  the  Count  of  Montemard  in  Caulona, 
which  had  the  effect  of  entirely  terminating  the  war  in 
House  of     the  Peninsula.    Majorca  alone  still  held  out  for  Charles; 

Bourbon,  ir  t*  -r^  'iJi 

ii. 7073.     but  the  fame  of  Berwick s  clemency,  and  the  arrival  of 

H.  304-:lo7.'  ten   thousand   French  troops,  induced  its  inhabitants, 

216, 217!     after  every  preparation  for  resistance  had  been  made,^  to 

accept  the  very  favourable  terms  which  were  offered  to 
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them  ;  and  with  their  submission  to  Philip  terminated     ohap. 
THE  War  op  the  Succession.  ^' 

James  Fitzjames,  Duke  of  Berwick,  who  had  the  ^^u. 
glory  of  bringing  this  bloody  and  long-continued  war  Bionaphy 
to  a  conclusion,  was  born  in  London  on  21st  August  Berwick. 
1670 — the  natural  son  of  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards 
James  II.,  and  of  Arabella  Churchill,  sister  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough.  So  decided  was  his  turn  for  a  military 
life,  that,  when  only  fifteen,  he  left  the  pleasures  and 
seductions  of  the  court  of  London  to  learn  the  art  of 
war  under  one  of  its  masters,  Charles,  Duke  of  Lorraine, 
then  general  of  the  Imperial  armies  in  Hungary ;  and 
he  made  his  first  campaigns  against  the  Turks.  He 
was  distinguished  at  the  siege  of  Buda,  and  shared  in 
the  glorious  victory  of  Mohatz.  When  his  father, 
James,  was  driven  from  the  throne,  he  joined  him,  and 
was  with  him  in  his  expedition  into  Ireland,  and  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  where  he  received  the  only  wound 
he  met  with  in  his  long  career.  In  1692  he*  beheld 
from  the  coast  of  Normandy  the  destruction  of  all  the 
hopes  of  his  house  at  the  battle  of  La  Hogue,  and  served 
under  Luxembourg  in  Flanders  till  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  by  the  Treaty  of  Ryswick.  In  1 704  he  was  intrusted 
with  the  command  of  the  army  in  Spain  :  "  All  par- 
ties,'' says  Montesquieu,  "  were  anxious  to  gain  him :  he 
thought  only  of  the  monarchy,  saved  Spain,  and  was 
recalled.^'  Afi^airs  having  again  become  desperate  in  the 
Peninsula,  he  was  sent  out  a  second  time  as  marshal  and 
commander-in-chief :  he  gained  the  battle  of  Almanza 
in  1706,  and  again  saved  Spain  to  the  house  of  Bour- 
bon. His  skilful  defence  of  Languedoc  in  the  subse-  Vnw.'w. 
quent  years  has  always  been  regarded  by  military  men  wicL) 
as  a  model  of  defensive  warfare."  ^ 
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CHAP.         Berwick  was  one  of  the  greatest  generals  and  noblest 
^'       characters  of  that  age  of  glorj.     Lord  Bolingbroke  said, 
1714.     «  he  was  the  best  great  man  that  ever  existed/'     His 
His  chine-  character,  both  as  a  general  and  in  priyate,   was  irre- 
proachable.     He  had  not  the  daring  in  counsel  of  Marl- 
borough or  Eugene,  but  he  equalled  either  of  these  com- 
manders in  methodical  warfare ;  and  when  the  moment 
of  action  arrived,  none  exposed  their  life  with  more 
intrepidity.     But  he  preferred  combination  to  hazard, 
and  never  committed  to  chance  what  he  could  gain  by 
perseverance.     He  was  the  perfection  of  the  Torenne 
school  of  warfare.     It  is  a  most  extraordinary  fact,  that 
while  Marlborough  all  but  overturned  the  monarchy  of 
France  by  his  victories  in  Flanders,  and  unquestionably 
would  have  done  so  but  for  faction  at  home,  his  nephew, 
Berwick,  by  his  single  arm,  preserved  that  of  Spain  for 
the  house  of  Bourbon.     His  private  character  was  un- 
blemished :  bred  up  in  a  licentious  court,  himself  the 
fruit  of  irregular  amours,  he  avoided  all  its  seductions, 
and  "  shuuned,"  in  Montesquieu's  words,  "  the  snares  of 
virtue  itself.'^     His  humanity  after  victory  was  as  admir- 
able as  his  arraugements  before,  which  secured  it    Eng- 
land has  equal  cause  to  be  proud  of  her  victories  and  her 
defeats  in  that  warfare,  for  they  both  were  owing  to  the 
military  genius  of  the  same  family — and  that  one  of  her 
own.     She  may  well  claim  Berwick  among  her  great 
men ;  for  not  only  was  he  born  in  England,  but  he  was  de- 
scended, by  the  father  s  side,  from  the  mingled  line  of  the 
Plantagenets  and  the  Stuarts,  and  by  the  mother's  from 
Uni^w.     Sir  Francis  Drake  ;  and  he  bore  in  his  veins  the  same 

ope       Mon- 

taw^uiw— "  blood  as  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.     There  are  few  men 
B^ici^     who  can  boast  a  more  illustrious  ancestry  and  connection, 


and  still  fewer  who  have  done  so  much  to  ennoble  it. 
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It  was  just  permitted  to  the  monarch  whose  guilty    chap. 
ambition  had  lighted  this  terrible  conflagration  to  wit-       ^' 
ness  its  extinction.     Louis  XIV.  expired  on  the  1st     i7U. 

•  52 

September  1715,  at  the  very  time  when  the  Jacobite  Last  ywn 
insurrection  in  Scotland  was   apparently  opening  the  xiv.'"* 
way  for  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  whom  he  had  so 
nobly  sheltered  in  their  misfortune,  to  the  throne.     His 
advanced  age — for  he  was  seventy-seven — rendered  a 
prolonged  life  neither  probable  nor  desirable  ;  but  his 
latter  years  had  been  clouded  by  misfortunes,  both  na- 
tional and  domestic,  which  formed  a  momDful  contrast 
to  the  brilliancy  of  his  earlier  career.     Independent  of 
the  public  calamities  which  had  signalised  the  latter 
years  of  the  war,  he  had  been  severely  stricken  by  mis- 
fortune in  private  life.     In  1711,  his  son,  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  his  daughter-in-law,  the  Duchess,  and  their 
son,  the  heir  of  the  monarchy,  were  carried  off  by  the 
small-pox  within  a  few  days  of  each  other.     A  single 
funeral  service,  at  which  the  aged  monarch  assisted,  was 
performed  for  the  father,  mother,  and  son.     Though 
Louis  bore  this  grievous  calamity  with  his  wonted  firm- 
ness, the  bereavement  sunk  deep  into  his  heart,  and  all 
the  efforts  of  the  courtiers  were  unable  to  divert  his 
settled  melancholy.     In  vain  the  splendid  halls  of  Ver- 
sailles were  arrayed,  after  the  peace,  with  more  than 
their  wonted   splendour;   in   vain   forty  of  the   most 
charming  women  in  France,    elegantly  dressed,  every 
day   adorned   his  repasts;    in   vain   magnificent  balls 
assembled  every  week  all  the  nobility  and  beauty  of  the  » Oap«figtw, 
metropolis  in  his  saloons :  nothing:  could  distract  his  Louis  xiv. 

y'l,  419-424. 

gloom,  nothing  restore  the  joyousness  of  his  youth.  His  Bi'ojsmpw*' 
strength  was  daily  and  visibly  declining  ;^  his  limbs  were  197,  iw.  ' 
swollen,  his  visage  haggard,  and,  instead  of  dancing  with 
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OHAP.     the  youngest  and  fairest  at  his  court,  he  was  drawn 


X. 


painfully  in  a  little  carriage  through  the  splendid  halls 
1714.     and  marbled  parterres  of  Versailles. 

At  length  the  closing  hour  arriyed ;  and  the  monarch 
His  death,   whosc  iusatiablc  ambition  had  sent  so  many  innocent 
1715.  "      souls  prematurely  out  of  the  world  was  himself  called  to 
his  dread  account.     He  met  the  approach  of  death  with 
calmness  and  equanimity ;  but  he  was  much  disquieted 
by  remorse  of  conscience,  particularly  for  the  share  he 
had  had  in  the  most  flagrant  iniquity  of  his  reign — the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.    Apprehensive  of  the 
extinction  of  the  male  line  of  the  Bourbons,  he,  by  an 
edict  of  15th  May  1715,  caUed  his  natural  sons,  now  legi- 
timised, the  Duke  of  Maine  and  the  Count  of  Toulouse, 
to  the  throne,  failing  his  grandson  Louis  XV.     When 
death  was  visibly  approaching,  the  aged  monarch  ordered 
his  infant  heir,  afterwards  Louis  XV.,  to  be  brought  to 
his  bedside,  and,  placing  his  lean  and  withered  hands  on 
his  head,  said,  with  a  firm  voice,  "  My  child,  you  are  about 
to  become  a  great  king ;  but  your  happiness  will  depend 
on  your  submission  to  God,  and  on  the  care  which  you 
take  of  your  subjects.     To  attain  that,  you  must  avoid 
as  much  as  you  can  engaging  in  wars,  which  are  the  ruin 
of  the  people ;  do  not  follow,  in  that  respect,  the  bad 
example  which  I  have  given  you.     I  have  often  engaged 
in  wars  from  levity,  and  continued  in  them  from  vanity ; 
do  not  imitate  me,  but  become  a  pacific  prince ;  profit 
Ti.  4^460.  by  the  good  education  which  Madame  de  Ventadour  is 
xi^*i9fiC^'  giving  you,  and  obey  and  follow  the  good  sentiments 
moildi.  ^^    which  she  inspires."     He  then  tenderly  thanked  that 
Fnn^?«,     accomplished   lady  for  her   kindness   to   her  youthful 
2*7."'        charge,  and  prepared  himself  for  death.^     Madame  de 
Maintenon  was  indefatigable,  night  and  day,  at  his  bed- 
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side.     "  What  consoles  me/'  said  the  dying  monarch,     chap. 
"  is,  that  we  shall  soon  be  reunited.**     He  breathed  his       ^' 
last  at  five  in  the  morning,  on  the  1st  September.    "  The      i7i4. 
king  is  dead,  gentlemen  I  '*  cried  the  chamberlain,  when 
the  feather  no  longer  moved  before  his  lips ;  the  sump- 
tuous doors  of  the  apartment  were  thrown  open,  and 
an  infant  of  five  years  old,  adorned  by  the  cordon  hleUy 
thrown  over  a  violet  velvet  dress,  advanced  into  the  cham- 
ber of  death,  amidst  cries  of  "  Vive  le  Roi  Louis  XV., 
notre  seigneur  et  maitre  ! " 

Bolingbroke  did  not  long  profit  by  his  double  treachery 
to  his  sovereign  and  his  country ;  he  soon  found  that.  Fail  ofBo- 
though  kings  sometimes  approve  of  treason,  they  seldom  thlfc^Vf 
like  the  traitor.  He  had  been  made  Secretary  of  State  dw. 
for  Foreign  Afi^airs  to  the  exiled  monarch,  immediately 
after  he  fled  from  England,  in  1714 ;  but  he  only  held 
the  oflSce  for  one  year,  being  suddenly  dismissed  in 
November  1715.  He  fell  a  victim  to  the  same  intrigues 
and  jealousy  by  which  he  himself  had  efiected  the  down- 
fall of  Marlborough  at  the  court  of  London.  He  imme- 
diately renounced  all  connection  with  the  Jacobite  party, 
and  made  overtures  to  Lord  Stair,  the  English  ambassa- 
dor at  Paris,  which  led  to  his  ultimate  restoration  to  the 
country  which  his  genius  had  illustrated  and  his  ambi- 
tion endangered.  Of  the  infatuation  which  led  the 
Stuart  family  thus  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  counsels 
of  the  only  man  who  was  capable  of  directing  them,  at 
the  most  momentous  crisis  of  their  afiairs,  there  cannot 
be  better  proof  imagined  than  is  furnished  by  the  impar- 
tial testimony  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  the  only  man  of 
capacity  in  the  family.  "  One  must  have  lost  his  rea- 
son,** says  he,  "  not  to  see  the  enormous  mistake  com- 
mitted by  King  James  in  dismissing  the  only  English- 
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CHAP,  man  he  had  capable  of  managing  his  affairs ;  for,  what- 
^       ever  may  be  said  by  some  persons  of  more  passion  than 

1714.  judgment,  it  is  admitted  by  all  England  that  there  haye 
been  few  greater  ministers  than  Bolmgbroke.  He  was 
bom  with  splendid  talents,  which  had  raised  him,  at  an 
early  age,  to  the  very  highest  employments ;  he  exerted 
great  influence  over  the  Tory  party,  and  was,  in  fact,  its 
soul.  Could  there,  then,  be  a  more  lamentable  weakness 
than  to  dismiss  such  a  man,  at  the  very  time  when  he 
was  most  wanted,  and  when  it  was  most  essential  not 
to  make  new  enemies  ?  I  was  in  part  a  witness  how 
Bolingbroke  acted  for  King  James  while  he  managed 
his  affairs ;  and  I  owe  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he 

*  Berwick*! 

Mem.  261,  left  nothiog  undone  that  he  could  do  :  he  moved  heaven 

26^2— edit. 

Petitot.      and  earth  to  obtain  supplies,  but  was  always  put  off  by 
the  court  of  France."  ^ 

Oxford  did  not  gain  in  the  end  more  than  Boling- 
Triai  aiid  brokc,  by  the  desertions  of  his  duty  to  his  Queen  and 
Oxford.  country.  Having,  as  already  mentioned,  boldly  stayed 
at  home  and  set  his  accusers  at  defiance,  he  was  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  and  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours, and  by  a  most  flagrant  and  culpable  delay  of 
justice  was  detained  two  years  in  prison  before  he  was 
brought  to  trial.  The  Whigs,  at  first  in  a  body,  cordially 
and  unanimously  supported  the  impeachment ;  but  time 
having  produced  the  usual  amount  of  schism  in  that 
party  after  their  triumph,  following  on  the  accession  of 
the  Hanoverian  family,  some  of  his  keenest  enemies  in 
the  outset  were  converted,  before  the  trial  came  on  in 
the  House  of  Peers,  into  secret  friends.  Walpole  and 
Townsend,  who  had  been  removed  from  office,  were  the 
leaders  of  these  malcontent  Whigs,  who  combined  with 
the  Tories  and  Jacobites  to  obstnict  the  prosecution. 
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The  charges  of  high  treason  were  negatived  in  the  outset     chap. 
unanimously,  no  prosecutor  having  appeared   to  insist       ^' 
on  these  charges ;  but  it  was  determined,  by  a  majority      *7i4. 
of  a  hundred  and  six  to  thirty -eight,  to  proceed  with 
the   trial  of  the   ^^  other  crimes  and  misdemeanours/' 
The  thirty-eight  absented  themselves,  and  he  was  una- 
nimously acquitted,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  the 
Whigs,  who  took  a  very  warm  interest  in  the  prosecu- 
tion.     It  was  said  in  after  times  that   Marlborough 
joined    with   the  malcontents    among    the   Whigs  to 
obstruct  the  prosecution,  from  a  dread  of  Oxford  reveal- 
ing his  correspondence  in  early  life  with  King  James 
after  the  Revolution.      But  this  is  disproved,  by  the 
fact  of  his  having  voted  in  every  stage  for  the  prose- 
cution: and  by  the  still  more  decisive  fact,  that  when 
the  Pretender   landed   in   Scotland,   and   published   a  Mem.  of 
list  of  the  persons  who  were  to  be  included  in   the  c  i/Twd 
proffered  amnesty,  Marlborough  was  specially  exempted  m--d2^' 
from  it.^ 

But  the  evil  days  were  approaching  for  Marlborough 
also  ;  and  he  was  destined  to  afford  another  example  of  Deaths'of 
the  truth  of  the  saying  of  Solon,  that  no  one  can  be  tesa  0?"° 
deemed  really  happy  till  the  day  of  his  death.     It  was  wlitf^d 
through  his  family  he  was  first  pierced  to  the  heart,  on  sundlrUo'd. 
the  22d  March  1714.     His  third  daughter,  the  Countess 
of  Bridgewater,  was  cut  off  after  a  short  illness ;  and 
hardly  had  he  recovered  from  this  domestic  shock  when 
his  second  daughter,  the  Countess  of  Sunderland,  also 
died,  on  the  15th  April  in  the  same  year,  of  a  fever 
and  inflammation  in  the  lungs.     Her  loss  was  severely 
felt  by  both  her  parents,  to  whom  she  had  long  been 
endeared,  not  only  by  her  beauty  and  fascination  of 
manner,  but  by  a  rare  union  of  those  brilliant  qualities 
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oBAP.     with  a  sound  judgment,  a  deep  sense  of  religion,  and 
^       a   singular  meekness   and  placidity   of  temper.     Her 
1714.     heavenly  state  of  mind  may  be  judged  of  bj  a  prayer 
which   she   composed    and    nightly  addressed    to    the 
Supreme  Being,  when  her  husband  was  absent  on  his 
embassy  to  Vienna — one  of  the   most   beautiful   and 
touching  compositions  in  the  English  language.      She 
had  all  her  mother's  beauty,  and  all  her  father's  sweet- 
839-341.     ness  of  disposition,  and  was  in  her  twenty-ninth  year 
when  she  died.  ^  ^ 

Marlborough  himself  was  not  long  of  following  his 
Maribol  beloved  relatives  to  the  grave.  He  had  long  suffered 
struck  with  uudcr  hcadachcs  and  heat  in  the  head,  the  well-known 
hu  public  result  of  undue  mental  exertion,  and  the  precursor  of 
dissolution  to  many  of  the  first  and  greatest  of  the 
human  race.  They  proved  so  too  truly  to  him.  On 
the  28th  May  1716,  he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  palsy, 
so  severe  that  it  deprived  him,  for  a  time,  alike  of 
speech  and  resolution.  He  recovered,  however,  in  a 
certain  degree,  and  went  to  Bath  for  the  benefit  of  the 
waters ;  and  a  gleam  of  returning  light  shone  upon  his 
mind  when  he  visited  Blenheim  on  the  18th  October. 
He  expressed  gi'eat  satisfaction  at  the  survey  of  the 

*  "  0  most  gracious  and  merciful  Lord  Qod,  whose  kingdom  rulcth  over  aU, 
wlio  art  the  hope  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  of  them  that  remain  on 
the  broad  sea,  hear  the  voice  of  my  prayer,  now  I  cry  unto  Thee,  on  the  be- 
half of  him  who  is  dearest  to  me.  O  Lord,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places, 
bless,  preserve,  and  keep  him,  both  in  body  and  soul,  from  all  adversities 
which  may  happen  to  him.  In  all  danger,  and  under  every  temptation,  be 
Thou  still  his  almighty  Protector  unto  his  life's  end ;  more  especially  I  beseech 
Thee,  at  this  time,  to  keep  him  in  thy  care,  that  no  evil  may  befall  him  in  the 
way  that  he  goeth,  but  that  he  may  be  always  in  safety,  under  thy  protection, 
from  all  perils,  and  return  again  in  peace.  0  Thou  who  commandcst  the 
winds  and  waves,  and  they  obey  Thee,  make  them  favourable  to  him  in  his 
voyages,  both  in  his  going  out  and  his  coming  in ;  conduct  him  safely  into 
the  haven  where  he  would  be.    0  Lord,  in  whose  hands  is  the  breath  of  all 
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plan^  which  reminded  him  of  his  great  achieyements,    chap. 
and  in  which  he  had  always  felt  so  deep  an  interest ;  but       ^' 
when  he  saw,  in  one  of  the  few  rooms  which  were      ^7**- 
finished,  a  picture  of  himself  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
he  turned  away  with  a  mournful  air,  with  the  words — 
"  Something  then,  but  now  — — ^'     On  November  10th 
he  was  attacked  by  another  stroke,  more  severe  than 
the  foimer,  and  his  family  hastened  to  pay  the  last 
duties,  as  they  conceived,  to   their  departing  parent. 
The  strength  of  his  constitution,  however,  triumphed  for 
a  time  even  over  this  violent  attack ;  but  though  he 
continued,  contrary  to  his  own  wishes,  in  conformity 
with  those  of   his  friends,   who   needed  the  support 
of  his  great  reputation,  to  hold  office,  and  occasionally  ^ 
appeared  in  Parliament,  yet  his  public  career  was  at  an  w,  34a. ' 
end.^ 

Conscious  of  his  approaching  end,  and  dreading  the 
progressive  decay  of  his  faculties,  he  tendered,  through  Hiihwi 
Lord  Sunderland,  the  resignation  of  all  his  employ-  S^/jone 
ments ;  but  the  King,  from  a  just  respect  for  his  great    ' 
services,  declined  to  receive  it.     He  continued  to  attend 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  occasionally  served  in  com- 
mittees;  but  he   took   no  active   part  in  any  public 

mankind,  preserve  that  dear  person  in  health  and  security,  that  no  disorder 
from  within,  nor  violence  from  without,  may  occasion  pain  and  trouble  to 
him ;  and  when  he  is  far  off  from  me,  let  him  find  himself  nigh  unto  Thee, 
through  the  benefits  of  thy  saving  presence  and  defence.  0  blessed  Lord,  I 
pray  Thee,  more  especially  for  his  sake,  for  those  persons  he  leaves  behind 
him,  that  no  mischief  may  happen  to  them  in  this,  that  may  occasion  sorrow 
to  him  in  a  strange  land;  and  let  it  be  thy  gracious  wiU  to  prosper  all  his 
negotiations  abroad,  and  make  me,  good  Lord,  thankful  for  these  blessings ; 
and  grant  we  may  live  in  love  and  peace  together,  till  death  shall  make  a  yet 
longer  separation  —  all  which,  in  all  humility  of  soul,  I  pray  of  Thee  in  the 
name,  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  my  Saviour.  AvMn,  0  Blessed  Lord,  Amen, 
AmenJ*—CoJX,,  vol  vi.  p.  340-1, 

VOL.  II.  U 
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CHAP,    debate.     He  continued,  however,  regularly  to  attend  to 
^'      his  duties   as  Commander-in-chief;   and  he  voted,  as 
1714.     already  mentioned,  for  Oxford's  impeachment,  so  far  as 
his  conduct  in  promoting  the  peace   of  Utrecht  was 
concerned.     His  habits  of  life  were  perfectly  domestic 
during  the  years  which  intervened  to  his  death.     Riding, 
and  the  society  of  his   friends,   constituted  his   chief 
recreation ;  and  not  unfrequently  he  played  with  his 
grandchildren  at  ombre  and  commerce.     He  was  parti- 
cularly attentive  to  their  education  and  progress.     He 
took  the  greatest  delight  in  the  improvements  at  Blen- 
heim, and  surveyed  its  rising  magnificence,  down  to  his 
death,  with  undiminished  interest.     A  considerable  addi- 
tion was  made  to  his  fortune  by  the  sagacity  of  the 
Duchess,  who   persuaded  him  to  embark  part  of  his 
funds  in  the  South-Sea  Scheme ;   but,  foreseeing  the 
crash  which  was  approaching,  she  sold  out  so  oppor- 
tunely that,  instead  of  losing,  she  gained  £100,000  by 
the  transaction.     On  the  27th  November  1721  he  made 
his  last  appearance  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  in  June 
1 722  he  was  again  attacked  with  paraljsis  so  violently 
that  he  lay  for  some  dajs  nearly  motionless,  though  in 
perfect  possession  of  his  faculties.     To  a  question  from 
the  Duchess,  whether  he  heard  the  prayers  read  as  usual 
iLeayard,  at  uight,  ou  thc  15th  June,  in  his  apartment,  he  replied, 

ill   4i)ti  __ 

coxe.vi.     "  Yes;  and  I  joined  in  them.''     These  were  his  last 
Histde      words.     On  the  morning  of  the  16th  he  sank  rapidly, 
dib^l'i^!'    and  calmly  breathed  his  last  at  four  o'clock,  in  the 
seventy-second  year  of  his  age.^ 

Envy  is  generally  extinguished  by  death,  because  the 
And  fu'n«-  object  of  it  has  ceased  to  stand  in  the  way  of  those  who 
2ti/i7->2.     feci  it.    Marlborough's  funeral  obsequies  were  celebrated 
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with  uDcommon  magnificence,  and  all  ranks  and  parties    ohap. 
joined  in  doing  him  honour.     His  body  lay  in  state  for       ^ 
several  days  at  Marlborough  House,  and  crowds  flocked     ^7W. 
together  from  all  the  three  kingdoms  to  witness  the 
imposing  ceremony  of  his  funeral,  which  was  performed 
with  the  utmost  magnificence,  on  the  28th  June.     The 
procession  was  opened  by  a  long   array  of  military, 
among  whom  were  General,  now  Lord,  Cadogan,  and 
many  other  officers  who  had  sufiered  and  bled  in  his 
cause.     Long  files  of  heralds,  officers-at-arms,  and  pur- 
suivants followed,  bearing  banners  emblazoned  with  his 
armorial '  achievements,  among  which  appeared  in  un- 
common lustre  the  standard  of  Woodstock,  exhibiting 
the  arms  of  France  on  the  cross  of  St  George.     In  the 
centre  of  the  cavalcade  was  an  open  car,  bearing  the 
coffin  which  contained  his  mortal  remains,  surmounted 
by  a  suit  of  complete  armour,  adorned  with  plumes, 
military  trophies,  and  heraldic  achievements.     On  the 
sides,  shields  were  affixed,  containing  emblematic  repre- 
sentations of  the  battles  he  had  gained,  and  the  towns 
he  had  taken,  surmounted  by  the  words  "  Bello  hcec  et 
plura!'     Blenheim  was  there,  and  Schellenberg,  Rami- 
lies,  Oudenarde,  and  Malplaquet ;  Ruremonde  and  Liege, 
Meniu   and    Dendermonde,    Antwerp    and    Brussels, 
Ostend  and  Ghent,  Toumay  and  Lille,  Mons  and  Bou- 
chain,  Bethune,  St  Venant,  and  Aire.    The  number,  and 
the  recollections  with  which  they  were  fraught,  made » Hist,  de 
the   English  ashamed   of    the  manner  in    which  they  521,522.' 
had  used  the  hero  who  had  filled  the  world  with  his  sse. ' 
renown.^ 

The  Duke  of  MontaguA  his  son-in-law,  who  acted  as 
chief  mourner,  was  supported  by  the  Earls  of  Sunderland 
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CHAP,  and  Godolphin.  Eight  dukes  and  four  other  earls  bore 
^*       the  pall.     The  procession  was  closed  by  a  long  array  of 

^7^**  the  carriages  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  including  those  of 
HupiMeofthe  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  cavalcade 
in  West-  moved  from  Marlborough  House,  where  he  died,  along 
Abbey, and  St  Jamcs's  Park  to  Hyde  Park  Corner,  and  thence  by 

at  last  at 

Blenheim.  Piccadilly  and  Pall  Mall,  by  Charing  Cross,  to  West- 
minster Abbey.  Immense  crowds  filled  the  streets  where 
the  procession  moved  along  ;  the  very  roofs  of  the  houses 
were  thronged  with  spectators.  The  Horse  and  Foot 
Guards  formed  part  of  the  pageant  in  their  splendid 
uniforms ;  but  a  yet  more  moving  spectacle  was  afforded 
by  the  numerous  veterans,  most  of  them  now  in  plain 
clothes,  but  whose  service  in  the  field  might  be  known 
by  their  uncovered  heads,  and  the  tears  which  trickled 
down  their  cheeks,  as  their  beloved  chief  was  borne  to 
his  last  resting-place.  The  body  was  received  at  the 
west  door  by  the  dignitaries  of  the  cathedral  in  their 
splendid  habiliments,  and  the  venerable  pile  blazed  with 
tapers  and  torches  in  every  quarter. 

*'  Through  tho  courts  at  deep  midnight  the  torches  are  gleamiDg, 
In  the  proudly-arched  chapel  the  banners  are  beaming  ; 
Far  adown  the  long  aisle  sacred  music  is  streaming, 
Lamenting  a  chief  of  the  people  should  fall" 

The  funeral  service,  beginning  with  the  words  "  I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,"  was  read  with  impres- 
sive solemnity  by  Bishop  Atterbury,  and  at  its  close, 
the  Garter-King-at-Arms,  after  reciting  the  titles  of  the 
deceased,  pronounced  the  words,  "  Thus  it  has  pleased 
Almighty  God  to  take  out  of  this  transitory  world,  into 
His  mercy,  the  most  high,  mighty,  noble  Prince,  John 
Duke  of  Marlborough."     The  body  was  lowered  into 
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the  grave,  in  the  vault  at  the  east  end  of  the  tomb  of    chap. 
Henrj  VII. ;  but  that  was  not  its  final  resting-place.       ^ 
It  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  chapel  of  Blenheim,      ^7U. 
where  it  was  finally  deposited  in  a  splendid  mausoleum, 
erected  by  the  pious  care  of  the  Duchess.     But  the 
traveller  who  visits  that  sacred  fane,  and  casts  his  eyes  ^  coze,  tl 
on  the  monuments  of  a  nation's  gratitude  which  surround  Hut.  de 
it,  Will  give  it  a  wider  mausoleum,  and  pronounce  the  528, 529. 
well-known  words — 

"  Si  monumentum  qimris,  circumspice."  i 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  during  his  long  and 
splendid  career,  accumulated  a  very  large  fortune,  the  ULtriho- 
result  partly  of  the  deserved  munificence  of  his  sove-  tunSand^ 
reign  in  the  days  when  her  favour  lasted,  and  partly  of 
the  great  emoluments  which  in  his  day  belonged  to  the 
generals  at  the  head  of  armies.  The  time  had  not  then 
arrived  when  popular  jealousy  was  to  starve  down  the 
remuneration  of  public  servants  to  the  lowest  point  con- 
sistent with  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  when  a 
man  who  had  his  fortune  to  make,  and  wished  to  leave 
his  family  independent,  was  obliged  to  enter  the  service 
of  a  merchant  or  a  manufacturer,  and  not  that  of  his 
country.  He  left  in  land  and  money  about  £40,000 
a-year.  His  will,  which  was  made  in  November  1 720, 
provided  amply  for  all  his  relatives.  To  the  Duchess, 
whom  he  had  ever  loved  with  the  most  passionate  devo- 
tion, he  left  a  jointure  of  £15,000  a-year.  The  sum 
of  £50,000  was  bequeathed  to  her,  to  aid  in  completing 
the  works  at  Blenheim.  The  residue  of  his  fortune  was 
settled  on  his  eldest  daughter,  Henrietta,  Countess  of 
Godolphin,  and  her  heirs-male,  with  a  reversionary 
entail  on  the  heirs-male  of  his  other  daughters  in  sue- 
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cH^-     cession.     To  Lord  Godolphin  he  assigned  an  annuitj 

of  £5000  a-year,  if  he  surrived  his  wife  ;  and   to  Lord 

^'^^^     Rialton,  his  eldest  son,  one  of  £3000  per  annum.      His 

executors  were  directed  to  obtain  an  act  of  Parliament, 

settling  on  the  future  representatives  of  his  titles  aU  the 

«»,  590.  *  landed  estates  which   they  might  purchase   with    the 

interest  of  his  personal  estate.^ 

On  the  decease  of  the  Duke,  the  title  and  estates 

62. 

DMcentof  dcsccndcd  to  his  eldest  daughter,  Lady  Godolphin,  who 
andartates.  bccamc  Duchcss  of  Marlborough.  That  line,  however, 
became  extinct  in  1 733,  by  the  demise  of  her  only  son, 
the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  without  issue.  The  title  and 
estates,  in  terms  of  the  entail,  therefore  deyolved  on  the 
Sunderland  branch,  the  next  in  the  order  of  succession, 
from  whom  the  present  noble  family  of  Marlborongh  is 
descended.  Henrietta,  second  Duchess  of  Marlborough, 
left  two  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom  married  Thomas 
Holies,  Duke  of  Newcastle ;  the  second,  Thomas,  Duke  of 
Leeds,  from  whom  the  present  and  sixth  Duke  of  Leeds 
is  descended.  Mary,  the  fourth  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  married  the  Duke  of  Montagul,  had 
three  sons — who  all  died  in  infancy — and  three  daughters, 
Eleanor,  Mary,  and  Isabella.  Eleanor  died  unmarried  ; 
Isabella  married  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  and  was 
celebrated  as  one  of  the  greatest  beauties  of  her  day. 
By  the  Duke  slie  had  no  issue  ;  but,  after  his  decease, 
she  married  Edward  Hussey,  Esq.,  who  was  afterwards 
created  Earl  of  Beaulieu,  which  line  is  now  extinct. 
1  Coxe,  vi.   Her  daughter  married  Lord  Bolin<rbroke,  and  thus  united 

391   392. 

Hiildo      the  blood  of  these  rivals  in  politics  in  that  noble  family.^ 

547.  '  "*'    Mary,  the  youngest  daughter  of  John,  Duke  of  Montague, 

married  George,  fourth  Earl  of  Cardigan,  who  in  1 766 
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was  created  Duke  of  Montague.     Their  only  son  died    chap. 


X. 


in  1771,  unmarried ;  but  their  surviving  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, having  married  Henry,  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  became      ^^^^ 
the   parent   of  a  numerous  line  of  descendants,  who 
united  the  blood  of  Monmouth  with  that  of  Marlborough 
in  that  noble  family. 

At  the  battle  of  Foutenoy  in  1745,  when  the  English 
and  French  Guards  approached  each  other,  three  officers  Anecdote  of 
of  the  former  stepped  out  of  the  ranks,  and,  taking  off  dant  of 
their    hats,    exclaimed,  —  "Messieurs    de    la    Garde  rough  it  the 
Fan9aise,  tirez !  "    The  French  commander,  the  Comte  Fontenoy. 
d'Anteroche,  replied,  "  Messieurs  de  la  Garde  Anglaise, 
tirez  vous-meme,  nous  reponderons."     The  English  fired 
accordingly,  and  "the  discharge  brought  down,"  says 
the   French   historian,    "six   hundred   of  the   French 
Guards,  and  annihilated  another  regiment.      Thus  the 
regard  of  reciprocal  politeness  preceded  the  most  fright- 
ful carnage  ;  and  the  example  was  afforded  of  two  rival 
nations  preceding  a  bloody  action  by    an  example  of 
generosity,  with   which   the   Greeks   and  the  Romans 
would  not  have  failed  to  ennoble  their  history."    One  of 
these  three  English  was  Lord  Albemarle ;  the  second. 
Captain  Charles  Hay  ;  and  the  third.  Captain  Churchill, 
son  of  a  natural  son  of  the   Duke   of  Marlborough. 


If  experience  has  shown  that  intellectual  powers  gene-  i  nut  de 
rally  come  from  the  mother's,  it  tells  equally  that  the  ue.  "'* 
heroic  come  from  the  father's  side.^  * 

A  very  imperfect  idea  would  be  formed  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  if  it  were  rested 

*  Coxo  says  that  tho  officer  was  the  graDdson  of  Charles  Churchill,  the 
brother  of  Marlborough.  At  aU  oycnts,  he  was  of  the  same  blood  and 
parental  descent— Coxe,  vi.  392. 
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CHAP,    solely  on  his  public  actions,  great  and  glorious  as  thej 
^       were.     It  is  in  private  life  that  the  feelings  of  the  heart 
17H.     are  fullj  proved,  and  there  his  disposition  appeared  in 
Remark-     the  brightest  colours.     He  was  the  kindest  and  most 
nes!  oTdh-  affectionate  of  men  ;  and  in  addition  to  these  feelings, 
K^il^  ***  in  himself  he  possessed  in  the  highest  degree  the  courtesy 
^^^'        and  benignity  of  manner  which  most  strongly  awaken 
similar  feelings  in  others.     He  won  the  hearts,  not  only 
of  men  of  his  own  disposition,  but  of  the  most  opposite 
characters  and  selfish  propensities.     All  yielded  to  the 
gentle  atmosphere  which  impregnated  the  very  air  he 
breathed.     The  ambitious  Sunderland,  the  unimagina- 
tive Godolphin,  were  alike  influenced  by  it     He  was 
not  merely  respected,  but  loved  by  his  friends  ;    and 
loved  for  his  own  sake,  irrespective  of  the  fame  he  had 
acquired,  or  the  influence  he  wielded.     It  was  the  charm 
395.  Thorn-  of  his  manner,  the  gentleness  of  his  temper,  the  suavity 

8011*8  Dach-        n    t  •         f  •,•  -I'l  1  i  'ij  • 

e88  of  Marl-  01  his  dispositiou,  wuich  wou  cvcry  heart,  as  it  does  m 
^roug ,  11.  ^^^j.y  ^g^  ^jjj^  those   who   are  blessed  with   such   a 

heavenly  temperament.^ 

This  gentle  and  affectionate  disposition  appeared  in 
Hi8ehi[rao-  all  the  rclatious  of  life,  and  in  none  so  much  so  as  in 

(or  as  a 

hagband,  thosc  iu  which  it  is  usually  least  conspicuous.  If  it  be 
friend.'  truc  that  no  man  is  a  hero  to  his  valet-de-chambre, 
certainly  no  man  approached  the  character  so  nearly  as 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  In  all  the  domestic  relations 
of  life — the  true  test  of  the  feelings  of  the  heart — he  stood 
pre-eminent.  To  the  Duchess  he  was  inspired  through 
life,  not  only  with  the  affection  of  a  husband,  but  with 
the  ardour  of  a  lover ;  and  the  equanimity  of  his  temper 
was  constantly  evinced  by  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  he  bore  her  caprice,  vehemence,  and  instability, 
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which,  despite  her  sincere  deyotion  to  and  great  admira-    chap. 
tion  for  him,  were  sometimes  directed  against  himself.       ^ 
His  affection  to  his  children  was  warm  and  steady,  and     17U. 
evinced  not  only  by  words,  but  deeds.     He  settled  libe- 
rally upon  them  on  their  marriage,  and  paid  down  their 
portions  early  in  life,  when  his  own  fortune  was  far  from 
considerable — the  best  proof  that  can  perhaps  be  given 
of  an  affectionate  feeling,  for  there  are  few  affections,  even 
of  the  strongest,  which  can  stand  the  money  test.     Nor 
was  his  kindness  confined  to  his  immediate  relations ;  it 
extended  also  to  his  remoter  connections.     They  were 
all  promoted  by  his  influence,  or  enriched  by  his  bene-  395.  Cow- 
ficence ;  and  every  one,  in  particular,  of  the  Masham  Oiester- 
family,  who  effected  his  downfal,  had  been  rescued  from  t«r»,ia.287, 
poverty  and  placed  in  affluence  by  his  exertions.^ 

Marlborough's  graces  of  manner  and  fascination  of 
deportment  are  well  known,  and  have  been  deservedly  His  suavity 
celebrated  by  Lord   Chesterfield,  himself  one  of  the  to  ^tld 
greatest  masters  in  them  that  ever  existed.     No  one  2iff4u^nthe 
acquainted  with  the  world  need  be  told  that  this  charm     **"^ 
of  manner  is  frequently  the  accompaniment  of  a  very 
different  disposition — that  egotism  and  selfishness  are 
too  often  veiled  by  a  polished  and  insinuating  exterior. 
But  if  hypocrisy,  in  a  world  generally  selfish,  is  so  often 
the  homage  which  vice  pays  to  virtue,  it  was  not  so  with 
Marlborough.     In  him  it  was  the  reflection  of  a  sweet 
disposition,  an  unruffled  temper,  a  benevolent  mind :  the 
spirit  shone  foi*th  in  the  manner,  as  the  genius  docs  in 
the  eyes.    It  was  the  same  to  all ;  as  much  so  to  the  hum- 
blest dependant  as  to  the  most  haughty  potentate.    It  was 
one  great  cause  of  the  extraordinary  success  with  which 
his  measures  were  attended,  and  the  unbounded  sway 
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CHAP,  which  he  exercised  oyer  the  discordaQt  and  selfish  heads 
^  of  the  Alliance.  It  at  once  ranged  the  generals  and 
1714.  chiefs  of  his  heterogeneous  army  in  willing  obedience 
around  the  standards  of  a  chief  whom  thej  not  onlj 
obeyed  as  a  commander,  but  loved  as  a  man,  and  in- 
duced the  sovereigns  and  their  ministers  to  become  the 
willing  instruments  of  the  great  designs  which  he  had 
in  contemplation.  He  often  had  great  difficulties  to 
contend  with  in  smoothing  down  the  asperities  and 
stilling  the  jealousies  of  rival  cabinets,  when  at  a  dis- 
tance ;  but  he  never  had  any  in  reconciling  them,  when 
he  could  leave  his  headquarters  and  be  personally 
present  at  their  courts.  He  himself  said  to  M.  de 
Torcy  that  the  holding  together  of  the  Alliance  for  so 
long  a  period,  so  that  so  many  diflPerent  powers  acted  as 
one  man,  was  a  miracle  which  could  be  ascribed  only  to 
Heaven.  It  was  indeed  a  miracle,  but  the  miracle  was 
found  in  the  disposition  of  his  own  breast. 

The  benevolence  of  heart  and  suavity  of  disposition 
His  human-  which  was  SO  conspicuous  in  MarlborougVs  manner, 
Md*ca^*if  appeared  not  less  clearly  in  the  humane  and  temperate 

bis  soldiers.  .  i*ii  i       •     ^    ±^  j.*  /• 

manner  m  which  he  conducted  the  operations  or  war. 
That  he  was  frequently  obliged  to  do  severe  and  deso- 
lating acts,  is  to  say  only  that  he  was  the  general  at  the 
head  of  a  great  army  ;  for  unhappily  war,  which  deals 
in  human  destruction,  cannot  be  carried  on  but  by  a 
frequent  recurrence  to  such  measures.  But  no  man 
suflPered  more  under  the  cruel  necessity  which  sometimes 
commanded  acts  of  severity,  few  made  such  efforts  to 
evade  them,  and  none,  when  the  necessity  had  passed, 
did  more  to  heal  the  wounds  which  had  been  inflicted, 
and  assuage  the   suffering  that  had   been  occasioned. 
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The  military  writers  on  the  Continent — in  particular     chap. 


X. 


Dumont,  and  the  biographer  to  whom  Napoleon  com- 
mitted the  task  of  writing  his  life — celebrate  him  as  the      i7U. 
true  author  of  the  humane  system  of  modem  warfare  ; 
that  system  which,  equally  remoyed  jfrom  the  desolating 
cruelty  of  sayages  and  the  interested  courtesy  of  feudal 
times,  sees  in  a  prisoner  neither  a  foe  which  is  to  be 
destroyed  nor  a  captive  who  is  to  be  ransomed,  but  a 
brother  who  is  to  be  succoured.     His  humanity,  after 
the  battle  was  oyer,  was  always  as  conspicuous  as  his 
skill  in  providing  for  victory.    His  first  care  was  to  tend 
the  wounded  and  get  them  securely  placed  in  hospitals, 
without  distinction  of  friend  or  foe  ;  and  he  often,  in 
particular  at  Malplaquet,  divided  the  whole  of  his  own  msL^^' 
money  at  the  time  in  his  possession  among  the  oflSccrs  ii'iSs^    ' 
who  had  been  made  prisoners  among  his  enemies.^ 

The  same  disposition  of  mind  rendered  him  capable 
of  bearing,   with   equal   temper   and   equanimity,   the  His  eq^- 

i.i«  .         •ii»i*  1  iniity  when 

numerous  crosses  which  he  met  with  m  his  career,  and  assaUefi  by 
the  flagrant  injustice  and  ingratitude  which  signalised  and^dis-  ^^ 

• .        •  T^v      ...  •  m  1       •       J]  missed  from 

its  close.  Dunng  his  campaigns,  he  was  constrained  on  office. 
many  occasions,  and  those,  in  general,  tlie  most  im- 
portant, to  see  victory  snatched  from  his  grasp  by  the 
jealousy  of  the  generals  placed  under  his  orders,  or  the 
treachery  and  incapacity  of  the  Dutcli  deputies  placed 
as  viceroys  over  him  ;  but  the  disappointment,  tliougli 
keenly  felt,  never  betrayed  him  into  an  angry  expression, 
not  merely  in  public,  but  in  his  most  secret  and  confi- 
dential correspondence.  At  the  close  of  his  career  ho 
was  assailed  by  all  the  arts  which  malignity  could  sug- 
gest or  falsehood  invent,  in  order  to  discredit  his  actions, 
and  expose  his  character  to  obloquy  ;  but  they  never 
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OBAP.  betrayed  him  into  an  expression  unworthy  of  his  cha- 
^  racter,  or  beneath  his .  reputation.  Though  peculiarly 
*7i^  sensitive  to,  and  perhaps  unreasonably  hurt  by,  the  libels 
with  which  he  was  assailed,  he  made  no  attempt  to 
defend  himself,  except  against  charges  in  Parliament, 
and  was  content  to  let  his  deeds  speak  for  themselres, 
his  character  vindicate  itself.  This  lofty  disposition  was 
one  great  cause  of  the  increase  of  the  libels  which 
appeared  against  him,  and  of  the  unjust  obloquy  which 
so  long  hung  over  his  memory ;  for  he  disdained  to 
explain  many  things  which  appeared  at  first  sight  suspi- 
cious, but  which,  when  their  real  nature  was  disclosed, 
redounded  most  to  his  credit.  Thus  he  bore  with 
patience  the  charges  so  frequently  brought  against  him 
of  prosecuting  the  war  for  his  own  advantage,  and 
omitting  many  opportunities  of  bringing  it  to  a  success- 
ful issue  :  and  his  reason  was,  that  the  first  could  not  be 
refuted  without  violating  the  diplomatic  secrets  which 
he  was  bound  to  conceal :  and  the  last,  without  disclos« 
ing  the  incapacity  of  the  officers  under  his  command, 
or  the  obstacles  thrown  in  his  way  by  the  deputies 
appointed  to  control  his  conduct.  He  was  equally 
proof  against  the  malice  of  Slangenberg,  the  ingratitude 
of  Mrs  Masham,  and  the  malevolence  of  Harley  and 
Bolingbroke. 

Marlborough  had  one  great  quality,  perhaps  the  most 
Hb  nuipa-  dccisivc  mark  of  a  noble  mind — viz.,  generosity  in  judg- 
jD^ng  of  ing  and  speaking  of  others.  He  was  utterly  destitute 
of  the  envy,  jealousy,  and  littleness  which  unhappily  so 
often  disfigure  and  disgrace  minds  in  other  respects 
the  most  splendidly  endowed.  Incapable  of  harbouring 
such  feelings  in  his  own  breast,  he  was  equally  so  of 
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suspecting  their  existence  in  the  bosoms  of  others  ;  and  chap. 
the  opposition  which  so  long  thwarted,  and  at  last  over-  ^ 
turned  him,  was  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  this  lofty  I7i4. 
indifference.  He  could  not  be  brought  to  believe  that 
Harley  and  Bolingbroke,  whom  he  had  introduced  into 
office,  and  raised  to  distinction,  could  be  in  league 
against  him  :  he  warmed  the  serpents  in  his  bosom  till 
thej  stung  him  to  death.  His  warm  friendship  for,  and 
cordial  admiration  of,  Prince  Eugene,  which  was  so  fully 
and  fondly  returned,  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable 
feature  in  the  character  of  each,  and  the  most  character- 
istic of  the  elevated  and  magnanimous  turn  of  both  their 
minds.  It  is  sufficiently  rare  to  see  the  friendship  of  an 
Orestes  and  Pjladcs  in  private  life,  even  among  those 
who  have  been  bom  and  bred  together.  But  to  find  it 
existing  between  heroes  who  are  rivals  in  glory  and  asso- 
ciates in  undertakings,  and  who  have  been  introduced 
to  each  other,  for  the  first  time,  in  middle  life,  when 
each  was  at  the  zenith  of  his  reputation,  is  so  rare 
that,  in  the  whole  history  of  mankind,  it  is  not  to  be 
found  in  any  other  persons  similarly  situated. 

No  charges  were  so  generally  brought  against  Marl- 
borough, during  his  life,  and  have  been  so  generally  FaiJim- 
credited  since  his  death,  as  those  of  having  prolonged  the  C!!i^!«biiB 
war  for  his  own  advantage,  and  of  having  been  parsimo-  Im^^ 
nious  and  avaricious  in  his  disposition.     Yet  no  charges  ^T^ 
were  not  only  more  unfounded,  but  more  directly  the  re-  ™*'^' 
verse  of  the  truth.  So  far  from  desiring  to  prolong  the  war, 
his  whole  efibrts  were  directed  to  a  course  of  operations, 
generally  thwarted,  which  would  at  once  have  termi- 
nated it ;  and  there  is  scarcely  one  of  his  private  letters, 
during  his  long  career,  which  does  not  speak  of  his  anxious 
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cBAF.  longings  for  peace  and  repose.  He  was  not  ayerse  to 
^'  peace  in  general,  but  to  that  kind  of  peace  which  the 
J  714.  Tories  supported,  which  sacrificed  all  the  objects  for 
which  the  war  had  been  undertaken.  Eyen  during  his 
life,  those  who  knew  him  best  were  aware  how  little 
the  alleged  lore  of  money  really  afiected  his  character. 
"  He  was  so  very  great  a  man/'  said  Bolingbroke,  "  that 
I  forgot  he  had  that  vice.''  But,  in  truth,  he  had  not 
the  vice.  He  had  the  prudent  habits  which  generally 
distinguish  those  who  have  their  fortune  to  make ;  and 
he  incurred  the  reputation  for  love  of  money  which 
those  in  general  do,  among  the  great,  who  are  not 
running  in  debt.  Mankind  can  seldom  bear  success  in 
their  equals  in  two  different  lines  at  once :  they  can 
tolerate  fortune  in  a  merchant  and  fame  in  a  general, 
but  fortune  in  a  famed  general  is  utterly  insupportable. 
In  great  things,  however,  he  had  the  same  magnanimity 
in  money  transactions  that  he  had  in  eyerything  else. 
He  repeatedly  refused  the  government  of  the  Nether- 
lands, with  its  emoluments  of  £60,000  a-year,  lest  the 
appointment  should  distract  the  harmony  of  the  Alliance; 
he  spent  £100,000  on  Marlborough  House,  in  London; 
he  bequeathed  £50,000  to  complete  the  buildings  at 
Blenheim.  His  liberality  to  his  children  and  relations 
was  unbounded ;  his  economy  was  all  on  himself.  Nor 
was  it  confined  to  his  relations  only.  On  one  occasion, 
a  young  man,  an  entire  stranger,  came  to  him  for  a 
iw«rton*i  commission,  and  when  asked  for  the  money,  blushing 
PoMjji.  confessed  he  had  it  not  to  produce.^  "  I  cannot," 
■on't  Duch-  said  the  Duke,  "  give  you  the  commission  for  nothing, 
360.  '  '  but  here  arc  the  means  of  purchasing  it,"  presenting 
him,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  cheque  for  a  thousand 
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pounds.     We  recommend  his  detractors  to  go  and  do    ohaf. 

likewise.  L. 

Sarah,  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  long  suririYed  her      ^^14. 
illustrious  husband,  and  died  in  1744,  at  the  adranced  sabseQaeat 
age  of  eighty-four.      Her  brilliant    talents,  great  for-  deLhoftiM 
tune,  and    undiminished    beauty,  rendered    her,  long  Maribo- 
after    his    death,   the    object   of   impassioned    admi-  "*°^^^ 
ration    to   a  variety   of    suitors.      One   of   the    most 
ardent  of  these  was  Thomas,  Earl  of  Coningsby,  who 
had  been  a  devoted  swain  even  before   Marlborough 
was  committed  to  the  tomb,  but  whose  passion,  even 
though  his  correspondence  with  her  had  long  been  on 
the  hazardous  confines  of  friendship  and  love,  had  never 
exceeded  the  limits  of  platonic  attachment.     His  letters 
often  spoke  of  his  "  dearest,  dearest  Lady  Marlborough," 
but  his  actions  had  never  transgressed  the  bounds  of 
decorum  ;  and  the  reputation  of  the  Duchess  through  life 
was  never  assailed  by  the  breath  of  calumny.*    Another 
suitor  was  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  who  also  kept  up  an 
amatory  correspondence  with  the  Duchess  in  the  most 
impassioned  terms,  when  she  had  already  reached  the 
advanced  years  of  sixty-two,  and  he  that  of  sixty-five 
but,  like  Coningsby,  was  never  permitted  to  aspire  to 
the  honour  of  her  hand.    She  lived  during  the  remain- 
der of  her  life  chiefly  at  Windsor  Lodge,  superintending  '  C^-^^  ^^ 
the  works  at  Blenheim,  and  completing   the  splendid  ^  t^* 
undertakings  there,  in  which  her  husband  had  taken 

♦  "  But  I  live  in  hopes  that  the  jyjreat  and  gloiww  Creator  of  the  worid, 
who  docs  and  must  direct  all  thin^ii,  will  direct  you  U>  utsikts  ixte  the  \tSk\i\iyditt 
limn  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  cnal/le  rue  t/t  utkkt:  tuy  'h^'AreHt,  'l<^reKt 
Jjody  Marlborough,  as  Bhe  is  the  bent  and  wiMMt,  the  happi/M  of  all  woi/ieij." 
— Lord  Coningihy  to  Ducheu  of  MarlUruuffh,  Nov,  20,  1722 ;  Coxe  Mb.,  vol. 
xliii.  71 ;  and  Thomson,  E  8C7. 


Vs. 
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CHAP,  such   interest,   and  great  part  of  which  was  finished 

^'  bj  funds  advanced  by  herself  for  that  purpose.     To  a 

1714.  serious  proposal  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  then  in  his 

892,393.^  sixty-fifth  year,   she   replied  with  a  worthy  spirit, — 

DaehMs  of  "  That  if  he  was  the  emperor  of  the  world,  she  would 

rooghji.  not  permit  him  to  succeed  in  that  heart  which   had 

been  devoted  to  John  Duke  of  Mablborough."  ^ 


MARLBOROUGH.  <S2] 


CHAPTER    XI. 


THE     PEACE      OP     UTRECHT. 


The  wars  in   which   the   Duke  of  Marlborough   was    chap. 
engaged   were  not  contests   produced  merely   bj   the      ^' 
ambition  of  kings,  or  the  rivalry  of  ministers.      They      *7i4. 
were  not  waged  for  the  acquisition  of  a  province,  or  the  Mowidui- 
capture  of  a  fortress.      They  were  not  incurred,  like  SSlJof**** 
those  of  Frederick,  for  the  gain  of  Silesia,  or  impelled  ^JJ^vT 
to,  like  those  of  Charles  XII.,  by  the  thirst  for  glory.  "^"^ 
Great  moral  principles  were  involved  in  the   contest. 
The    League   of  Augsburg,   which   terminated  in   the 
peace  of  Ryswick,  and  first  put  a  bridle  on  the  am- 
bition of  France,  was   the  direct  and  immediate  con- 
sequence of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and 
the  exile  of  the  persecuted  Protestants  by  Louis  XIV. 
The  War  of  the  Succession  arose  unavoidably  from  his 
selfish  ambition,   and  desire  to  appropriate  the  whole 
magnificent  spoils  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  which  he 
had  won  by  diplomatic  astuteness,  for  the  aggrandise- 
ment of  the  house  of  Bourbon.    But,  in  addition  to  this, 
the  great   interests  of  religious  freedom   and  national 
independence  were  at  stake  in  the  struggle. 

Freedom   of   thought,   emancipation    from     Romish 
tyranny,  liberty  in  the  choice  of  worship,  the  preaching 

VOL.  II.  X 
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CHAP,  of  the  Gospel  to  the  poor,  were  borne  aloft  on  Marlbo- 
^^'  rough's  banners ;  national  independence,  death  to  the 
1714.  Bourbons,  hatred  to  France,  were  inscribed  on  those  of 
OpjHwiteiii-  Eugene.  The  Church  of  Rome,  indeed,  had  few  more 
^l!^for  faithful  subjects  than  the  house  of  Hapsburg ;  but 
pLitiesMii.  dread  of  the  ambition  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  the  glittering 
prospect  of  the  Spanish  succession,  had  brought  her 
Catholic  sovereigns  into  a  close  union  with  the  Protes- 
tants of  the  north  ;  and  the  admirable  temper  and 
judgment  of  the  English  and  Austrian  chiefs  kept  their 
troops  in  a  state  of  concord  and  amity  rarely  witnessed 
in  the  best  cemented  alliances.  Feudal  honour,  chival- 
rous loyalty,  the  unity  of  the  Church,  were  the  princi- 
ples which  had  roused  the  armies  and  directed  the 
councils  of  Louis  XIV.  The  exaltation  of  France,  the 
glory  of  their  sovereign,  the  spoils  of  Spain,  awakened 
the  ambition  of  its  government,  and  animated  the  spirit 
of  its  people.  The  influence  of  these  opposite  principles 
was  felt  not  only  in  the  council,  but  in  the  field — not 
only  in  the  minister's  cabinet,  but  in  the  soldier's  tent. 
Divine  service,  after  the  Protestant  form,  was  regularly 
performed,  morning  and  evening,  in  every  regiment  of 
Marlborough's  army ;  they  prepared  for  battle  by  tak- 
ing the  sacrament ;  they  terminated  their  victories  by 
thanksgiving.  The  armies  of  Louis,  in  a  gay  and  gal- 
lant spirit,  set  out  for  the  conflict.  If  any  ecclesiastic 
appeared  to  bless  their  arms,  it  was  the  gorgeous  priests 
of  the  ancient  faith  ;  they  struck  rather  for  the  honour 
of  their  country,  or  the  glory  of  their  sovereign,  than  the 
unity  in  Church  and  State  on  which  he  was  so  strongly 
bent ;  and  went  to  battle  dreaming  more  of  the  splendour 
of  Versailles  or  the  smiles  of  beauty,  than  of  the  dogmas 
of  religion  or  the  crusade  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
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As  the  principles  and  passions  which  animated  the    chap. 

contending  parties  were  thus  opposite,  proportionately    L 

great  was  the  peril  to  the  cause  alike  of  religious  freedom     *^**- 
and  of  European  independence,  if  the  coalition  had  not  Mi«nitade 
proved  successful.  That  no  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  ger  which 
to  these  from  its  triumph  has  been  decisively  proved  by  Europe,  if 
the  event :  the  Allies  were  victorious,  and  both  of  them  proved  mo- 
have  been  preserved.    But  very  different  would  have  been 
the  results,  if  a  power,  animated  by  the  ambition,  guided 
by  the  fanaticism,  and  directed  by  the  ability,  of  the 
cabinet  of  Louis  XIV.,  had  gained  the  ascendency  in 
Europe.     Beyond  all  question,  a  universal  despotic  do- 
minion would  have  been  established  over  the  bodies,  a 
cruel  spiritual  thraldom  over  the  minds,  of  men.   France 
and  Spain  united  under  Bourbon  princes,  and  in  a  close 
family  alliance — the  Empire  of  Charlemagne  with  that  of 
Charles  V. — the  power  which  revoked  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
and  perpetrated  the  massacre  of  St  Bartholomew,  with 
that  which  banished  the  Moriscoes,  and  established  the 
Inquisition — would  have  proved  irresistible,  and  beyond 
example  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 

The  Protestants  might  have  been  driven,  like  the 
Pagan  heathens  of  old  by  the  son  of  Pepin,  beyond  the  Rofnits 
Elbe ;  the  Stuart  race,  and  with  them  Romish  ascen-  LvefoUow^ 
dency,  might  have  been  re-established  in  England ;  the  umph  o?" 
fire  lighted  by  Latimer  and  Ridley  might  have  been    '*"**' 
extinguished  in  blood;    and  the  energy  breathed  by 
religious  freedom  into  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  might  have 
expired.      The  destinies  of  the  world  would  have  been 
changed.      Europe,  instead  of  a  variety  of  independent 
states,  whose  mutual  hostility  kept  alive  courage,  while 
their  national  rivalry  stimulated  talent,  would  have  sunk 
into  the  slumber  attendant  on  universal  dominion.     The 
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oHAP.     colonial  empire  of  England  would  have  withered  away 

L.    and  perished,  as  that  of  Spain  has  done  in  the  grasp  of 

*^^*'  the  Inquisition.  The  Anglo-Saxon  race  would  have 
been  arrested  in  its  mission  to  overspread  the  earth  and 
subdue  it.  The  centralised  despotism  of  the  Roman 
Empire  would  have  been  renewed  on  continental  Europe ; 
the  chains  of  Romish  tyranny,  and  with  them  the  general 
infidelity  of  France  before  the  Revolution,  would  have 
extinguished  or  perverted  thought  in  the  British  islands. 
There,  too,  the  event  has  proved  the  justice  of  these 
anticipations.  France,  during  the  eighteenth  century, 
has  taught  us  in  what  state  our  minds  would  have  been, 
had  Marlborough  been  overthrown  ;  the  infidelity  of 
Voltaire,  to  what  a  state  of  anarchy  our  religious 
opinions  would  have  been  reduced ;  the  despotism  of 
Napoleon,  at  its  close,  to  what  tyranny  our  persons 
would  have  been  subjected. 

The  opposite  principles  which  animated  the  contend- 

OjpoBite     ing  parties  were  very  similar  to  those  which  a  century 

liticaTJu^  after  ranged  Europe  against  France,  in  the  wars  of  the 

which  the    French  Revolution  ;  the  great  conflict  of  the  eighteenth 

mig^,^.'^  century  was  but  an  extension,  to  the  political  and  social 

what  after-  rclatious  of  mcu,  of  the  religious  divisions  which  dis- 

aired.***     tractcd    the    seventeenth.      But   in    one   respect    the 

antagonists  were  on  the  opposite  sides.     In  so  far  as 

they   were   banded   together  against  the   ambition   of 

France,  the  coalition  of  1689  was  guided  by  the  same 

principles  as  that  of  1793 — the  armies  of  Eugene  struck 

for  the  same  cause  as  those  of  the  Archduke  Charles. 

But  in  so  far  as  they  contended  for  a  moral  principle, 

their  relative  position  was  in  a  great  measure  reversed 

— England,  in  the  wars  of  William  and  Anne,  was  on 

the  side  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  ;  she  stood  fore- 
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most  in  the  contest  for  liberty  of  thought  and  the  free    chap. 
choice  of  worship  ;  she  was  herself  the  first  and  greatest      ^^' 
of  revolutionary  powers.     France  supported  the  despot-      ^714. 
ism  of  the  Romish  faith,  and  that  system  of  unity  in 
civil  government  which  aimed  at   extending  chains  as 
strong  over  the  temporal  concerns  of  men.     The  industry 
of  towns,  the  wealth  of  commerce,  arrayed  a  numerous 
but  motley  array  of  many  nations  around  the  banner  of 
St    George  ;    the   strength  of  feudal  attachment,   the 
loyalty  of  chivalrous  devotion,  brought  the  strength  of  a 
gallant  people  round  the  oriflamme  of  St  Denis. 

Yet,  though  apparently  on  opposite,  the  forces  of  the 
coalition  and  of  France  were  in  reality  ranged  on  the  Yet  fii^d*- 
same  sides  in  the  War  of  the  Succession  as  in  that  of  the  thrAiiiL 
French  Revolution.     In  both,  religion  and  freedom  were  wewinESi 
the  principles  on  which  the  Allies  rested,  and  unity  of  ^if^^^^ 
government  and  military  glory  were  the  moving  springs  "  **' 
of  effort  in  France.     The  iron  rule  of  the  Convention, 
the   despotism  of  Napoleon,  were  essentially  identical 
with  the  government  of  Louis  XTV.,  though  wielded 
by  different  hands  and  in  a  different  name.     National 
independence,  religious  duty,  breathed  in  the  proclama- 
tions of  Alexander  not  less  than  in  the  daily  services 
amidst  the  tents  of  Marlborough.     It  matters  not  by 
whom  despots  are  elected,  provided  they  are  despots  and 
support  power.     The  absolute  nature  of  a  contest  is  not 
to  be  judged  of  merely  by  the  war-cries  which  the  parties 
raise,  or  the  banners  under  which  their  forces  are  nomi- 
nally enrolled.     The  true  test  is  to  be  found  in  the 
practical  tendency  and  social  results  of  the  institutions 
for  which  its  partisans  contend.     The  cause  of  real  free- 
dom is  often  advanced  by  the  victories  gained  by  a 
monarch's  armies ;  the  march  of  practical  despotism  is 
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CHAP,    neyer  so  accelerated  as  bj  the  triumph  of  republican 
^^'      bayonets.      William  III.   was  the  head  of  a  revolu- 
ni4.     tionarj  dynasty,  but  he  established  the  goyemment  of 
Great  Britain  on  a  far  more  aristocratic  basis  daring 
the  succeeding  century  than  it  had  ever  before  attained. 
Louis  XIV.  was  the  leader  of  a  crusade  of  the  faithful 
against  the  Protestant  party,  but  he  bequeathed  a  cen- 
tury of  irreligion  to  France,  which  ended  in  the  overthrow 
of  its  government.     The  Committee  of  Public  Salvation, 
wielding  the  forces  of  the   Revolution,   established  a 
centralised  military  despotism  in  France  far  exceeding 
anything  dreamt  of  by  Richelieu  or  Louvois,  and  which 
has  never  since  been  shaken  off  in  that  country.     The 
spread  of  political  power,  the  popularisation  of  social 
institutions,  have  never  been  so  rapid  in  Great  Britain 
as  during  the  thirty  years  which  immediately  succeeded 
the  glorious  termination  of  the  anti-revolutionary  war. 
But  from  this  ranging  of  the  contending  parties,  in 
Important    uamc  at  Icast,  on  opposite  sides,  and  the  important  fact 
the*partb8   of  the  legitimate  dynasty  having  been  displaced  by  a 
Je  wm"  as  revolutionary  monarch  on  the  throne  of  England,  there 
tffti^e^^of  arose  a  most  important  difference  between  the  respective 
roShwd    parties  who  opposed  the  war  commencing  in  1679,  and 
?eon.*^^      that  which  began  in  1793.     The  war  which  terminated 
with  the  treaty  of  Ryswick  was  waged  by  William,  him- 
self the   Louis  Philippe  of  the  younger  branch  of  the 
Stuart  dynasty  ;  that  of  the  Succession  was  headed  by 
Anne,   his  successor  on  the  revolutionary  throne.     It 
was  carried  on  for  the  freedom  of  conscience  and  liberty 
of  worship,  and  supported  by  the  whole  strength  of  the 
Whig  aristocracy,   and   the   whole  vehemence   of  the 
Protestant  fervour.     Hence  the  enemies  of  the  war,  the 
Opposition  to  the   Government,  naturally  espoused  the 


MARLBOBOUGH.  327 

other  side.     The  Tory  and  High  Church  party  gradually    ohap. 

became  estranged  from  the  GoYemment,  and  at  length    L 

openly  came  into  hostility  with  it,  in  consequence  of  the  *^^** 
continued  increase  which  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
gave  to  the  influence  of  its  opponents,  and  the  dreadful 
and  interminable  dangers  with  which  it  seemed  to 
threaten  the  finances  of  the  country.  Thus  the  position 
of  parties  became  precisely  the  reyerse  of  what  they 
subsequently  were  during  the  war  with  rcYolutionary 
France  ;  and  yet  both  at  heart  were  actuated  by  the 
same  motives.  The  Tories  opposed  the  War  of  the 
Succession  and  decried  Marlborough's  victories,  as 
warmly  as  the  Whigs  resisted  the  contest  with  France, 
and  strove  to  lessen  Wellington's  fame,  a  century  later. 
Both  put  forth  public  principle  and  the  interest  of  the 
nation  as  the  ostensible  grounds  of  their  conduct ;  but 
both  in  secret  were  actuated,  perhaps  unconsciously,  by 
different  and  more  pressing  motives.  The  Tories  opposed 
the  war  with  Louis  XIV.  because  it  tended  to  confirm 
their  opponents  in  power,  and  to  postpone,  if  not  destroy, 
their  hopes  of  restoring  the  exiled  family.  The  Whigs 
opposed  the  war  with  Napoleon,  because  it  was  waged 
against  a  power  which  at  least  began  with  the  principles 
of  democracy,  and  because  they  expected  its  successful 
issue  would,  for  perhaps  more  than  a  generation,  confirm 
the  Tories  in  possession  of  the  reins  of  government. 

Political  parties,  and   the   alliances  of  cabinets  in 
Europe,  had  been  long  actuated  and  regulated  by  these  sutaoVth^ 
principles,  which  had  in  an  especial  manner  become  ^SSSm  in 
predominant  since  the  terrible   conflict  of  the  Great  uin  fioM* 
Rebellion   in  England.     All  the  foreign   alliances  ofiubSu^. 
Charles  II.  had  in  secret  been  suggested  by  jealousy 
of  the  republican   party,  from  which  his  family  had 
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CHAP,  sustained  such  grievous  injuries  at  home.  French  mis- 
^''  tresses,  the  charms  of  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  were 
^714.  not  disregarded  bj  the  amorous  monarch;  but  the 
chief  motive  of  his  conduct  was  a  desire  to  extinguish 
the  Puritan  faction  and  the  Protestant  faith  in  his 
dominions.  It  was  an  article  of  the  secret  treaty  be- 
tween Charles  and  Louis  XIV.,  that  the  republican 
forms  of  government  as  existing  in  Holland  should  be 
superseded  by  a  hereditary  monarchy  in  the  person  of 
the  Stadtholdcr  and  his  family,  and  that  the  English 
monarch  should  as  soon  as  prudent  do  what  was  possible 
for  the  re-establishment  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
in  Great  Britain.  These  social  and  political  divisions, 
naturally  arising  from  the  vehement  contests  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  derived  additional  strength  from 
the  expulsion  of  the  ancient  dynasty,  and  the  successful 
result  of  the  Revolution  of  1688  in  this  country.  Per- 
sonal animosity  and  party  ambition  were  immediately 
added  to  the  flames  of  political  hostility.  It  was  felt 
by  all  that  the  change  of  dynasty  had  been  brought 
about  by  many  disgraceful  acts  of  treachery  in  the 
leaders  of  the  movement,  as  well  as  by  the  generous 
indignation  of  the  nation  at  attempts  to  enslave  them. 
The  bitterness  of  lost  influence,  the  recollection  of  shat- 
tered power,  were  added  to  the  broad  lines  of  political 
distinction  ;  and  a  cast-down  party,  which  had  generous 
feelings  and  profound  attachments  to  rest  upon,  ere 
long  gathered  strength  from  the  very  circumstances,  in 
Hirtfdk^*'  the  external  condition  of  the  nation,  which  to  appear- 
ii.  167.  '  ancc  had  established  the  power  of  their  opponents  on 
an  immovable  foundation.^ 

The  Revolution  had  been  brought  about  by  a  coali- 
tion  of  parties,   arising  from   the  general   feeling   of 
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unbearable  oppression  experienced  by  the  nation.  The  ohap. 
Tories  had  joined  in  it  as  cordially  as  the  Whigs ;  the  ^^' 
High  Church  party  as  much  as  the  Dissenters.  It  *^^*- 
began  with  sending  the  seven  bishops  to  the  Tower  ;  it  The  u^ion 
was  ended  by  the  cheers  of  the  troops  at  their  acquittal  haHro^ht 
on  Hounslow  Heath.  Bolingbroke  has  well  expressed  Lniiation. 
the  yiews  which  induced  the  Tory  party  and  ancient 
Cavaliers  of  the  realm  to  take  part  in  this  great  move- 
ment, and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  was 
insincere  in  what  he  said.  "  Many,"  says  he,  "  of  the 
most  distinguished  Tories,  some  of  those  who  carried 
highest  the  doctrines  of  passive  obedience  and  non- 
resistance,  were  engaged  in  it,  and  the  whole  nation  was 
ripe  for  it.  The  Whigs  were  zealous  in  the  same  cause, 
but  their  zeal  was  not  such  as  I  think  it  had  been  some 
years  before,  a  zeal  without  knowledge.  I  mean  it  was 
better  tempered  and  more  prudently  conducted.  Though 
the  King  was  not  the  better  for  his  experience,  parties 
were.  Both  saw  their  errors.  The  Tories  stopped  short 
in  pursuit  of  a  bad  principle ;  the  Whigs  reformed  the 
abuse  of  a  good  one.  Both  had  sacrificed  their  country 
to  their  party ;  both  on  this  occasion  sacrificed  their 
party  to  their  country.  The  cause  of  liberty  was  no 
longer  made  the  cause  of  a  party,  by  being  set  on  such 
a  bottom  as  one  party  alone  approved.  The  Revolu- 
tion was  plainly  designed  to  restore  and  secure  our 
government,  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  on  true  foundations; 
and  whatever  might  happen  to  the  King,  there  was  no 
room  to  apprehend  any  change  in  the  constitution. 
The  republican  whimsies,  indeed,  that  reigned  in  the 
days  of  usurpation  and  confusion,  still  prevailed  among 
some  of  that  party.  But  this  leaven  was  so  near  worn 
out  that  it  could  neither  corrupt,  nor  seem  any  longer  to 
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CHAP,     corrupt,  the  mass  of  the  Whig  party.    That  party  neyer 

^''      had  been  Republicans  or  Presbyterians,  any  more  than 

1714.     they  had  been  Quakers ;  any  more  than  the  Tory  party 

had  been  Papists  when,  notwithstanding  their  aTersion 

to  Popery,  they  were  undeniably  under  the  accidental 

influence  of  Popish  councils.     But  even  the  appearances 

tion  on  Par-  wcrc  now  rectified.     The  Revolution  was  a  fire  which 

lingbroke's  purgcd  off  the  dross  of  both  parties;  and,  the  dross 

125.'    "*    being  purged  oflF,  they  appeared  to  be  the  same  metal, 

and  answered  the  same  standard.^'  ^ 

But  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  CTen  for  the  best 
i>apflfen  fouudcd  causcs  of  dissatisfaction,  to  overturn  an  estab- 
flowed  from  Hshcd  goveriimeut.  Such  a  step  generally  remedies 
lution.  the  immediate  evils  which  produced  the  discontent, 
BjBttm.  but  it  does  so  only  by  introducing  a  host  of  others, 
often  still  more  injurious,  and  which  become  by  the 
triumph  of  the  first  convulsion  wholly  irremovable. 
No  nation  ever  had  juster  cause  for  dispossessing  a 
sovereign  than  England  had  in  1688  ;  for  James  was 
striving  at  once  and  by  force  to  subvert  the  civil  liber- 
ties, and  change  the  established  religion,  of  his  people. 
Yet  from  this  just  and  necessary  change,  as  a//  parties 
then  felt  it  to  be,  was  soon  found  to  flow  a  series  of 
causes  and  effects  which  induced  a  host  of  evils  so 
serious  and  appalling,  that  the  contemporary  age  was 
seized  with  consternation  at  their  magnitude,  and  the 
results  of  them  will  be  felt  to  the  latest  generation  iu 
Great  Britain.  The  first  effect  which  immediately  fol- 
lowed was  the  commencement  of  the  great  war  with 
France,  which,  beginning  in  1689,  continued,  with  a 
cessation  only  of  five  years,  till  1713.  England  was 
now  the  head  of  the  Protestant  and  independent  league ; 
and  upon  her  fell  the  weight  of  the  contest  with  Romish 
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and  despotic  France.  The  finances  of  Great  Britain,  as  chap. 
they  were  managed  in  former  times,  could  never  have  ^^' 
sustained  the  cost  of  such  a  war  for  a  tenth  part  of  the  ^^^^ 
time.  But  expense  now  seemed  to  be  no  obstacle  to 
the  Government.  A  new  engine  of  surpassing  strength 
had  been  discovered  for  extracting  capital  out  of  a 
country ;  and  the  able  statesmen  who  had  it  in  their 
hands  felt  it  to  be  not  less  serviceable  in  consolidating 
the  internal  power  than  in  meeting  the  external  expenses 
of  the  new  dynasty.  The  revenue  at  the  dethronement 
of  James  II.  was  only  £2,000,000  a-year,  a  sum  not 
equal  to  three  mouths'  expenditure  of  the  war;  and 
long  experience  had  proved  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
getting  the  people,  even  under  the  most  pressing  emer- 
gencies of  Government,  to  make  any  addition  to  the 
public  burdens.  But  William  brought  with  him  from 
Holland  the  secret  of  the  Funding  System.  He  showed 
the  nation  what  may  be  done  by  forestalling  the  resources 
of  future  years  in  the  present,  by  pledging  the  industry 
of  a  people  to  its  capital.  It  was  this  marvellous  dis- 
covery, then  new  to  the  world,  which  at  once  occasioned 
the  successes  which  signalised  the  external  government 
of  the  Revolution,  and  engendered  the  internal  discon- 
tent which  all  but  produced  its  downfal. 

When  this  system  first  began,  the  nation  was  not 
sensible   of  the  important    consequences   to  which  it  Genenj 
could  lead.     They   thought  that   it  could  only  be  a  exd^'in 
temporary  expedient,  and  that  though  perhaps  it  might  uaT 
lead  to  a  few  millions  being  unnecessarily  added  to  the 
national  debt,  yet  that  would  be  all.     Though  from  the 
first,  accordingly,  its  progress  was  viewed  with  a  jealous 
eye  by  the  thinking  few,  it  made  but  little  impression 
upon  the  unthinking  many  before  the  peace  of  Ryswick. 
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CHAP.  But  when  the  War  of  the  Succession  began  in  1702,  and 
^^'  continued  without  intermission,  and  attended  by  daily 
1714.  increasing  expenditure  for  ten  years,  the  apprehensions 
of  a  large  part  of  the  nation  became  excessive.  At  the 
Revolution,  the  national  debt  was  £661,000  ;  by  the 
year  1710  it  exceeded  £50,000,000  sterling.  Though 
this  sum  may  seem  inconsiderable  to  us  who  have 
become  accustomed  to  the  much  greater  debts  which 
have  since  been  contracted,  yet  it  appeared  prodigious 
to  a  people  then  beginning  to  learn  for  the  first  time 
to  what  burden  the  finances  of  a  nation  may,  by  the 
funding  system,  be  subjected.  It  was  a  terrible  thing 
to  think  that  in  twenty  years  the  public  debt  had 
been  augmented  eighty-foldy — that  in  that  short  time 
it  had  come  to  amount  to  tiventy-five  times  the  revenue 
of  the  nation  at  its  commencement.  And  it  had  in 
reality  become  a  formidable  burden,  as  compared  with 
the  resources  of  the  state  even  at  that  time ;  for  the 
public  income,  which  had  been  two  millions  at  the 
dethronement  of  James,  had  only  risen  to  £5,691,000 
at  the  death  of  Anne,  while  the  debt  was  £54,000,000 
— being  nearly  ten  times  its  amount,  and  about  half 
in  proportion  to  the  national  revenue  of  what  it  is  at 
this  time. 

Bolingbroke  has  left  us  the  following  vivid  picture  of 
Boiing-'      the  apprehensions  with  which,  in  the  latter  years  of  the 
count  of  its  War  of  the  Succession,  the  minds  of  men  were  filled  on 
^"^      this  dismal  subject :     "  It  is  impossible  to  look  back 
without  grief  on  the  necessary  and  unavoidable  con- 
sequences of  this  establishment,  or  without  indignation 
on  that  mystery  of  iniquity  which  hath  been  raised  upon 
it,  and  carried  on  by  means  of  it.     Who  can  answer 
that  a  scheme  which  oppresses  the  farmer,  ruins  tlie 
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manufacturer,  breaks  the  merchant,  discourages  Indus-     chap. 
try,  and  reduces  fraud  to  a  system  ;  which  drains  con-      ^^' 
tinually   a  portion   of   our  national  wealth   away   to      ^^^*- 
foreigners,  and  draws  most  perniciously  the  rest  of  that 
immense  property  that  was  diffused  among  thousands 
into  the  pockets  of  a  few — who  can  answer  that  such  a 
scheme  will  always  endure  ?     The  whole  art  of  stock- 
jobbing, the  whole  mystery  of  iniquity  mentioned  above, 
arises  from  this  establishment,  and  is  employed  about 
the  funds;   and  the  main-springs  which  turn  or  may 
turn  the  artificial  wheel  of  credit,  and  make  the  paper 
estates  that  are  fastened  to  it  rise  or  fall,  lurk  behind 
the  veil  of  the  treasury.     That  luxury  which  began  to 
spread  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  hath  increased 
ever  since,  from  the  growth  of  wealth  among  the  stock- 
jobbers from  this  system.     Nothing  can  be  more  certain 
than  this,  that  national  luxury  and   national   poverty 
may   in    time    establish    national    prostitution.      The 
immense  wealth   of  particular  men  is  a  circumstance 
which  always  attends  national  poverty,   and  is  in   a 
great  measure  the  cause  of  it.     We  may  already  apply 
to  our  country  what  Sallust  makes  Cato  say  of  the  state 
of  Rome,  and  I  wish  we  could  apply  no  more  : — '  Pro  tiononPar- 
his  nos  habemus  luxuriam ;  public^  egestatem,  privatim  il^oke^s 
opulentiam.'     Public  want  and  private  wealth  abound  298'm 
in  all  declining  states."  ^ 

What  rendered  this  system  peculiarly  alarming  was 
the  simultaneous  development  of  a  new,  and  apparently  Genemi 
interminable  system  of  government,  by  which  it  was  to  whiS^io 
be  carried  on.     The  Stuarts  had  tried  to  reign  by  pre-  the  amntrr. 
rogativc  ;  and  as  one  monarch  had  lost  his  head  and 
another  his  crown  in  the  attempt,  the  friends  of  free- 
dom flattered  themselves  that  the  liberties  of  the  nation 
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CHAP,    were  now  established  on  a  foundation  which  no  future 

L    sovereign  would  attempt  to  shake.     But  the  accession 

1714.  of  William  soon  showed  that  there  are  other  ways  of 
managing  a  people  than  bj  open  force.  The  Stuarts 
had  failed  because  thej  had  been  bred  under  monar- 
chical habits,  and  had  no  other  ideas  of  government 
than  those  of  prerogative  and  power.  Experience  had 
not  taught  them  the  secret,  so  well  known  to  the  Roman 
Emperor,  of  veiling  authority  under  the  name  of  free- 
dom, and  disarming  opposition  by  attending  to  the 
interests  of  its  leaders.  William  brought  from  the 
commercial  republic  of  Holland,  wliere  they  had  been 
long  practised  and  were  perfectly  understood,  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  both  these  important  state  secrets.  Intro- 
duced by  Parliament,  having  no  legitimate  title  to  the 
throne,  standing  solely  on  the  choice  of  the  nation,  he 
was  careful  in  all  his  measures  not  to  run  counter  either 
in  form  or  substance  to  the  power  which  had  raised  him 
to  supreme  power.  Everything  originated  with  the  legis- 
latiu-e.  The  House  of  Commons  stood  forth  in  appear- 
ance as  the  ruler  of  the  state.  But  then  he  contrived, 
by  a  simple  expedient,  to  rule  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  wars  in  which  he  was  of  necessity  engaged,  the 
loans  which  they  rendered  unavoidable,  and  which  the 
commercial  wealth  of  the  nation  enabled  it  to  advance, 
and  the  great  increase  in  the  general  expenditure  of  the 
Exchequer, — all  conspired  to  place  a  vast  and  unprece- 
dented amount  of  patronage  in  the  hands  of  Govern- 
ment. This  was  systematically  directed  to  buy  off 
opposition  in  Parliament,  and  secure  a  majority  in  the 
constituencies.  Corruption  in  every  possible  form,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  was  employed  in  all  parts  of 
Great  Britain,  especially  among  the  urban  electors ;  and 
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with  such  success  that  almost  every  measure  of  Govern-    chap. 

ment  passed  without  difficulty  through  both  Houses  of    L 

Parliament.  The  nation  had  shaken  oflF  the  preroga-  ^714. 
tives  of  the  Crown,  but  they  had  fallen  under  the  domi- 
nation of  its  influence.  The  gold  of  the  Exchequer  was 
found  to  be  more  powerful  than  the  penalties  of  the 
Star  Chamber ;  and  the  last  state  of  the  realm  was,  in 
this  view,  worse  than  the  first. 

If  this  enormous  increase  in  the  public  debt,  under 
the  influence  of  the  funding  system,  awakened  the  appre-  Boiing- 
hensions  of  the  thouglitful,  not  less  did  the  unbounded  c^ntof^e 
spread   of    corruption   excite   the    indignation   of   the  Sl^ation^iit 
virtuous  part  of  the  nation.     The  first  might  embarrass  raiuin™*^ 
the  revenue,  and  cripple  the  resources  of  the  people ;  '^"**°^ 
but  this  threatened  to  sap  the  foundations  of  their  pros- 
perity, by  undermining  their  virtue.    Bolingbroke,  whose 
genius,  however  brilliant,  seldom  did  more  than  reflect 
the  ideas  of  that  part  of  the  empire  which  constituted 
his  section  of  the  community,  has  lefl  the   following 
accoimt  of  the  sentiments  with   which   this  new   and 
demoralising  system  of  influence  was  regarded  by  the 
sturdy  English  or  country  party  :    "  As  the  means  of 
influencing  by   prerogative  and  of  governing  by  force 
were  considered  to   be  increased  formerly  upon  every 
addition  to  the  power  of  the  Crown,  so  are  the  means 
of  influencing  by  money,  and  of  governing  by  corruption, 
to  be  considered  as  increased  now,  upon  that  increase 
of  power  which  hath  accrued  to  the  Crown  by  the  new 
constitution  of  the  revenue  since  the  Revolution.    Not 
only  the  means  of  corrupting  are  increased  on  the  part 
of  the  Crown,  but  the  facility  of  employing  these  means 
with  success  is  increased  on  the  part  of  the  people,  on 
the  part  of  the  electors,  and  the  part  of  the  elected. 
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CHAP.  The  power  of  the  Crown  to  corrupt,  and  the  proneness 
^^'  of  the  people  to  be  corrupted,  must  continue  to  increase 
^71*.  on  the  same  principles,  until  a  stop  be  put  to  the  grow- 
ing wealth  and  power  of  the  one,  and  the  growing 
depravity  of  the  other.  The  Ministers,  though  never  so 
weak,  are  always  impudent  enough  to  act,  and  able 
enough  to  get  frequent  supplies  on  national  pretences 
for  private  purposes.  The  consequences  of  this  are 
manifold,  for,  the  more  money  passes  through  their 
hands,  the  more  opportunities  they  have  of  gain ;  and  in 
particular  they  may  share  it  if  they  please  in  every  bad 
bargain  they  make  for  the  public  ;  and  the  worse  their 
bargain,  the  better  their  share  will  be. 

"  Then  an  immense  subsidy  given  to  some  little 
His  aiaim-  princc  who  dcals  in  soldiers,  or  an  immense  arrear  stated 
o7ite  effect  in  favour  of  these  little  merchants  of  human  fleshy  may 
moSfc^  be  so  ordered  as  to  steal  enough  from  the  public  to 
replenish  the  royal  coflfers,  glut  the  Ministers,  feed  some 
of  their  hungry  creatures,  and  bribe  a  Parliament 
besides.  The  establishment  of  public  funds  on  the 
credit  of  these  taxes  hath  been  productive  of  far  greater 
mischiefs  than  the  taxes  themselves,  not  only  by  increas- 
ing the  means  of  corruption  and  the  power  of  coiTuption, 
but  the  eflFect  it  hath  had  on  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  its 
manners  and  morals.  Britain  will  soon  be  in  the  state 
described  by  Philip  II.  of  his  own  court : — *They  all 
take  money,  except  myself  and  Sapona.'  Britain  may 
ere  long  be  in  that  very  condition  in  which,  and  in  which 
alone,  her  constitution  and  her  liberty,  in  consequence, 
may  be  destroyed,  because  the  people  may,  in  a  state  of 
universal  corruption,  and  will  in  no  other,  either  suffer 
others  to  betray  them,  or  betray  themselves.  How  near 
a  progress  we  had  made  to  this,  I  determine  not.     Tliis 
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I  say,  that  it  is  time  for  every  man  who  is  desirous  to    chap. 

preserve  the  British  constitution,  to  contribute  all  he  can    L 

to  prevent  the  ill  eflFects  of  that  new  influence  and  power      ^^^*- 
which  has  gained  strength  in  every  reign  since  the  Revo- 
lution ;    of  those  means  of  corruption   that   may  be       . 
employed  one  time  or  other  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  ;  broke'i 
and  of  that  proneness  to  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  iii.  302. 
people  that  hath  been  long  growing,  and  still  grows/'  ^ 

Independent  of  these  considerations,  which  were  so 
obvious  that  they  forced  themselves  on  the  consideration  strong  orin. 

1  •    1  •  •         1  1  ciple«of 

of  every  thmkmg  person  m  the  country,  there  was  a  freedom  wid 
powerful  set  of  feelings,  which  ere  long  began  to  impel  the  EngUA 
the  public  mind  in  the  same  direction.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  strong  love  of  freedom  which  has  in  every  age 
characterised  the  English  people,  and  which  has  been 
evinced  for  nearly  a  thousand  years  by  the  constant 
struggles  they  have  made  to  maintain  and  extend  their 
liberties,  there  is  no  nation  in  whom  the  principle  of 
loyalty  has  taken  a  stronger  root,  or  in  which  the  pre- 
cept to  "  fear  God  and  honour  the  King "  is  more 
thoroughly  interwoven  with  their  domestic  afiections.  It 
is  the  contest  of  these  opposite  principles  which  has 
produced  such  constant  struggles  in  every  period  of 
English  history  ;  for  not  only  has  the  strife  repeatedly 
been  fierce  between  them  while  it  lasted,  but  tlie  tem- 
porary triumph  of  the  one  has  invariably  and  speedily 
been  followed  by  a  decided  reaction  in  favour  of  the 
other.  Vehement  and  energetic  in  whatever  it  under- 
takes, a  large  part  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  rush  alter- 
nately into  the  extreme  of  republican  licentiousness  and 
the  enthusiasm  of  chivalrous  loyalty.  It  was  thus  that 
the  general  and  unaccountable  submission  to  their  Nor- 
man rulers  was  succeeded  by  the  rebellion  of  Jack  Cade  ; 

VOL.  II.  Y 
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CHAP,  tbe  fervour  of  the  Reformation  bj  the  slavish  crouching 
^^'  to  Henry  VIII.,  and  devoted  loyalty  to  Elizabeth ; 
^714.  the  bloodshed  of  the  Great  Rebellion  by  the  transports 
of  the  Restoration ;  and  that,  after  running  wellnigb 
mad  on  occasion  of  the  Popish  plot  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  the  people  flew  into  excesses  as  great 
against  the  other  party  on  occasion  of  the  Ryehonse 
conspiracy. 

A  similar  reaction  took  place  after  James  II.  was 
Reaction  of  cxpclIcd  and  William  III.  seated  on  the  throne.  The 
fMiings  in  imminent  danger  whicli  the  civil  and  religious  liberties 
the  Tories    of  the  couutry  had  run,  of  being  subverted  by  the  arbi- 

in  the  ad-  /•      i  •  i  ■         •  i 

TEuced  trary  measures  of  that  sincere  and  conscientious  but 
Sb^wa?.  headstrong  and  senseless  prince,  had  produced  a  general 
combination  of  parties,  which  rendered  the  monarch 
powerless,  and  occasioned  his  bloodless  fall  from  the 
throne.  But  after  the  deed  was  accomplished,  and  the 
kiug  expelled,  the  nation  began  to  reflect  on  what  it 
had  done.  Divisions,  as  usual,  were  consequent  on  suc- 
cess. A  reaction,  similar  in  kind,  though  inferior  in 
degree,  to  what  took  place  when  the  head  of  Charles  I. 
fell  on  the  scafibld,  took  place  over  the  whole  country. 
Surrounded  by  his  guards,  directed  by  his  priests,  pre- 
ceded by  his  lawyers,  aided  by  Jeficries,  James  had  been 
regarded  with  deserved  hatred  and  dread.  Exiled  from 
his  country,  cast  down  from  his  throne,  eating  the  bread 
of  the  stranger,  he  became  the  object  of  pity.  The  loyal 
and  generous  feelings  revived  with  additional  force  on 
the  cessation  of  the  dangers  which  had  for  a  time 
restrained  their  manifestation.  These  feelings  became 
peculiarly  strong  in  the  rural  or  country  party,  which 
beheld  with  undisguised  indignation  their  fortunes 
eclipsed  and  their  influcuce  destroyed  by  the  sycophants 
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and  capitalists  who  crowded  the  royal  antechamber,  and     chap. 

participated  in  the  gains  of  the  Treasury.     It  was  soon    L 

found  that  the  Revolution  had  removed  one  set  of  ^^14. 
dangers  only  to  introduce  another.  Protestantism  was 
secure,  but  public  morality  was  sinking;  the  Star  Cham- 
ber was  no  longer  to  be  feared,  but  corruption  had 
become  general ;  nothing  was  heard  of  the  prerogative, 
but  Parliament  had  become  so  obsequious  that  its  sub- 
mission seemed  almost  a  matter  of  course,  even  to  a 
despotic  prince.  When  to  this  natural  reaction  against 
a  great  and  violent  change  in  the  government  was  added 
the  spontaneous  return  of  a  loyal  people  to  that  attach- 
ment to  their  sovereign  from  which  they  could  not  be 
long  estranged,  and  the  enormous  and  seemingly  inter- 
minable expenses  of  a  protracted  and  burdensome  con- 
test, it  is  not  surprising  that  the  war  became  daily  more 
unpopular,  and  Marlborough,  who  was  with  justice 
regarded  as  its  head,  the  object  of  general  obloquy. 

Voltaire,  who  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  represent- 
ing human  affairs  as  governed  entirely  by  caprice  or  y^k^di.. 
accident,  would  make  his  readers  believe  that  the  whole  peaninthe 
change  was  the  result  of  a  bedchamber  intrigue  at  the  composition 
court  of  Queen  Anne,  and  that  a  fit  of  passion  in  Mrs  of  Com- 
Masham  arrested  the  course  of  Marlborough's  victories,  ™° 
and  preserved  the  tottering  throne  of  Louis  XIV.     But 
the  considerations  which  have  now  been  stated,  demon- 
strate that  this  was  very  far  from  being  the  case ;  that 
general  causes  co-operated  with  special  ones  in  producing 
tlie  grand  result ;  and  that  the  palace  intrigue  was  not 
so  much  the  cause  as  the  effect  of  that  general  change  in 
the  public  mind,  which  had  come  over  the  nation  in  the 
later  years  of  the  war,  and  which  all  the  lustre  of  Marl- 
borough's victories  had  not  been  able  to  arrest.     And 
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CHAP,    this  appeared  in  the  most  decisive  manner  in  the  votes 
^^'      of  the  House  during  the  progress  of  the  contest.     When 
1714.     the  war  began,  it  was  supported  by  a  large  majority  in 
both  Houses;    but  as  the   contest  rolled  on,  and  its 
expenses  increased,    the  majority  in  the  lower  House 
gradually  dropped  oflF :  when  Harley  and  St  John  were 
introduced  into  the  ministry,  it  assumed  that  transition 
character  which  is  seldom  of  long  duration,  but  which 
always  accompanies  a  coalition  ;  and  when  at  length  the 
Whigs,  with  the  exception  of  Marlborough,  were  entirely 
turned  out,  and  he  was  left  alone  to  conduct  the  war, 
amidst  his  political  enemies,  the  Government  was  sup- 
ported by  a  large  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
All  the  violent  and  ungenerous  proceedings  against  that 
great  general,  his  dismissal  from  office,  the  innumerable 
vexations  to  which  he  was  exposed,  and  the  accusations 
of  peculation  which  were   brought   against  him,   were 
carried  by  large  majorities  in  the  House  of  Commons  : 
the  House  of  Peers,  after  it  had  been  swamped  by  the 
creation  of  twelve  new  members,  ceased  to  struggle  any 
longer  with  the  declared  voice  of  the  public;  and  whatever 
posterity  may  have  thought  of  it,  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  the  peace  of  Utrecht  itself  was,  despite  the 
cutting  strictures  of  a  few  indignant  patriots,  cordially 
approved  of  at  the  time  by  a  great  majority  in  the  nation. 
Bolingbroke,  whose  great  abilities,  both  as  a  states- 
Character    man,  au  orator,  and  a  writer,  rendered  him  the  real 

of  Boling- 
broke.       head  of  the  party  in  England  that  ultimately  effected 

the  great  change  in  its  foreign  policy  which  altered  the 
whole  face  of  Europe,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
men  even  among  the  brilliant  wits  of  Queen  Anne's 
reign.  It  could  not  be  said  of  him,  as  he  said  of  Marl- 
borough, that  he  was  the  perfection  of  genius  aided  only 
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by  experience.  On  the  contrary,  he  shared  largely  in  chap. 
the  advantages  of  a  refined  education,  and  his  native  ^^' 
abilities  acquired  additional  lustre  from  the  brilliant  ^^u. 
foreign  setting  in  which  they  never  failed  to  appear. 
An  accomplished  classical  scholar,  profoundly  versed  in 
the  philosophy,  history,  and  poetry  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
he  not  only  made  use  of  the  treasures  of  ancient  genius 
to  enrich  his  thoughts,  but  brought  forward  their 
expressions  with  the  happiest  effect,  to  aid  and  adorn 
his  eloquence.  Nature  had  been  prodigal  to  him  of 
those  gifts,  without  which  the  most  brilliant  genius  can 
seldom  produce  any  lasting  effect  on  popular  assemblies. 
His  countenance  was  in  the  highest  degree  expressive, 
his  elocution  rapid  and  easy,  his  memory  ready  and 
tenacious,  his  imagination  vivid  and  impassioned.  Such 
was  the  power  of  extempore  composition  which  he  pos- 
sessed, that,  on  the  testimony  even  of  the  most  invete- 
rate of  his  political  opponents,  you  might  have  printed 
what  fell  from  him  during  the  warmth  of  convivial  con- 
versation, without  any  inelegance  or  inaccuracy  being 
perceptible.  These  brilliant  qualities  shone  forth  with 
peculiar  lustre  in  the  ease  and  abandon  of  social  inter- 
course with  the  illustrious  literary  men  who  adorned  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  early  part  of  that  of 
George  I.  Pope,  it  is  well  known,  almost  idolised  him ; 
and  the  thoughts  in  the  Essay  on  Man  are  said  to  have 
been  in  great  part  suggested  by  his  conversation. 

"  Awake,  my  St  John,  leave  all  meaner  things 
To  low  ambition  and  the  pride  of  kings ; 
Let  U8,  since  life  can  little  more  supply, 
Than  just  to  look  about  us  and  to  die, 
Expatiate  free  o'er  all  this  scene  of  man, 
A  mighty  maze  !  but  not  without  a  plan ; 
Laugh  where  we  must,  be  candid  where  we  can, 
But  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man." 
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CHAP.  Had  Bolingbroke's  steadiness  of  principle  and  con- 
^^'  sisteucy  of  conduct  been  equal  to  these  shining  abilities, 
1714.  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  that 
HisiMon-  England  ever  produced.  But  this,  unfortunately,  was 
IndTfaiits.  very  far  from  being  the  case.  In  him,  more  truly  than 
any  other  man,  might  be  seen  the  truth  of  the  words 
of  Scripture,  "  unstable  as  water,  thou  shalt  not  excel" 
Inconsistency  and  want  of  rectitude  were  the  bane  at  once 
of  his  political  conduct  and  his  literary  compositions. 
He  was  so  changeable  in  his  partialities,  so  variable  in 
his  declamations,  that  there  is  hardly  an  eminent  man, 
and  certainly  not  a  political  party  of  his  time,  that  be 
has  not  alternately  praised  to  the  skies  and  loaded 
with  vituperation.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  say  what 
his  principles  were,  for  at  different  periods  of  his  life 
he  espoused  those  of  all  men.  His  only  steady  aver- 
sion seemed  to  have  been  to  Christianity  ;  and  Voltaire 
acquired  almost  all  the  arguments  which  he  afterwards 
wielded  with  so  much  effect  against  religion  from  his 
conversation  and  knowledge.  Yet  he  was  not  an  atheist. 
Pope's  Essay  on  Man,  and  many  other  passages  in  his 
own  writings,  demonstrate  that  he  had  exalted  but 
vague  and  dreamy  ideas  of  natural  religion.  Horace 
Walpole  said  of  him — "  With  the  most  agreeable  talents 
in  the  world,  and  with  great  parts,  he  was  neither 
happy  nor  successful.  He  wrote  against  the  King,  who 
had  forgiven  him  ;  against  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  did 
forgive  him  ;  against  the  Pretender  and  the  clergy,  who 
never  will  forgive  him.  He  is  one  of  our  best  writers, 
though  his  attacks  on  all  governments  and  all  religions 
(neither  of  which  views  he  cared  directly  to  own)  have 
necessarily  involved  his  style  in  a  want  of  perspicuity. 
One  must  know  the  man  before  we  can  often  guess  his 
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meaning."*     This  inconsistency  tainted  his  private  and    chap. 

moral,  as  well  as  public  and  political  character.     He    L 

was  ambitious,  and  unscrupulous  as  to  the  means  of  ^7i4. 
elevation  ;  vehement  in  hatred ;  variable  in  principle. 
Capable  of  profound  dissimulation,  he  occasionally  exer- 
cised it,  and  effectually  deceived  the  most  penetrating 
of  his  opponents.  But,  in  general,  the  liveliness  of  his 
imagination,  and  quickness  of  his  temper,  caused  him  to 
give  vent  to  the  desire  or  feeling  of  the  moment  with 
an  ardour  which  admitted  neither  of  concealment  nor 
moderation.  And  hence  the  otherwise  inexplicable 
inconsistencies  and  contradictions  both  of  his  public 
life  and  his  private  thoughts. 

Harley,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Oxford,  brought 
to  the  support  of  the  same  party  talents  of  a  much  ciuu»ctor 
inferior  but  still  very  serviceable  kind.  He  had  not  the  EarUfS- 
brilliancy  of  St  John's  imagination,  his  vast  stores  of  eru- 
dition, or  his  power  of  ready  and  extempore  eloquence. 
But  he  was  more  prudent  and  sagacious,  had  more 
worldly  wisdom,  and  incomparably  more  of  a  statesman's 
tact  than  his  brilliant  coadjutor.  He  was  astute,  able, 
and  ambitious.  Neither  the  field  nor  the  senate  were 
the  fit  theatre  of  his  activity ;  the  purlieus  of  a  court, 
the  antechambers  of  a  queen,  were  the  real  scene  of  his 
greatness.  There  he  was  most  formidable, — for  he  was 
alike  able  and  unscrupulous,  intriguing  and  agreeable. 
He  had  great  powers  for  wielding  and  augmenting  a 
parliamentary  party.  His  wisdom  and  discretion — like 
those  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  the  reconstruction  of  the 
same  party  after  its  discomfiture  by  the  Revolution  of 
1832 — brought  the  Tories  up  from  a  small  minority  in 
the  commencement  of  the  War  of  the  Succession,  to  a 

*  Royal  and  Nobie  Anthort,  p.  74. 


the  press. 
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CHAP,  decided  majority  before  its  close,  in  the  Commons, 
^^'  Lords,  and  Queen's  Council.  He  was  no  common  man 
17U.  ^iio,  in  the  face  of  a  large  Whig  majority  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  struggle,  and  despite  tlie  lustre  of 
Marlborough's  victories,  could  so  take  advantage  of  the 
mutations  of  fortune,  the  changes  of  public  opinion,  and 
the  still  more  variable  gales  of  court  favour,  as  under 
such  circumstances  to  accomplish  such  a  success. 

It   was  not,  however,  either  in   Parliament  or  the 

22. 

Swift  and  Cabinet  that  the  main  strength  of  the  party  which  over- 
writewm  threw  Marlborough,  and  brought  about  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  was  founded.  It  was  the  vast  ability  and  sar- 
castic powers  of  their  allies  in  the  press  which  chiefly 
produced  the  result.  The  Tories  were  supported  by  a 
band  of  writers  who,  in  the  war  of  pamphlets,  by  which 
the  contests  of  parties  out  of  Parliament  at  that  period 
were  carried  on,  never  have  been  exceeded  as  regards  the 
versatility  of  their  powers,  and  the  thorough  knowledge 
they  possessed  of  the  means  of  rousing  and  inflaming  the 
general  mind.  Swift  was  the  most  powerful  of  that 
determined  band ;  and  never  did  intellectual  gladiator 
bring  to  the  deadly  strife  of  envenomed  rapiers,  qualities 
more  admirably  adapted  for  success.  Able,  penetrating, 
and  sagacious,  possessed  of  great  powers  of  argument — 
greater  still  of  sarcasm — thoroughly  acquainted  with 
human  nature,  and  unfettered  by  any  of  the  delicacies 
which  in  men  of  more  refined  character  often  prevent  the 
stiiTing  of  its  passions, — he  knew  how  to  excite  the 
public  mind  by  awakening  their  jealousy  in  regard  to 
matters  which  came  home  to  every  understanding.  Dis- 
regarding all  remote  considerations  adapted  only  for 
the  thoughtful,  drawn  from  the  balance  of  power,  matters 
of  foreign  policy,  or  the  ultimate  danger  of  England,  he 
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at  ODce  fastened  on  Marlborongh  the  damning  charge  of  chap. 
pecuniary  cupidity ;  held  forth  the  continuance  of  the  ^^' 
war  as  entirely  owing  to  his  sordid  thirst  of  gain,  and  *7i4. 
all  the  wealth  which  flowed  into  the  coffers  of  the  great 
commander  as  wrung  from  the  labours  of  hard-wrought 
Englishmen.  Concealing  and  perverting  what  he  knew 
was  the  truth  of  ancient  history,  he  represented  the 
Roman  consul  as  rewarded  for  his  victories  by  a  triumph 
which  cost  less  than  £1000,  and  Marlborough  enjoy- 
ing £500,000  as  the  fruit  of  his  laurels.  He  forgot  to 
add,  that  such  were  the  means  of  amassing  a  fortune 
which  victory  gave  to  the  Roman  proconsuls,  that  Caesar, 
before  obtaining  the  province  of  Gaul,  was  enabled  on 
its  prospect  to  contract  £750,000  of  debt.  It  may  be 
conceived  what  effect  such  misrepresentations  had  upon 
a  people  already  groaning  under  new  taxes,  terrified  at 
the  growth  of  the  national  debt,  and  inflamed  with  that 
envy  which  the  rapid  rise  even  of  the  most  exalted 
merit  scarce  ever  fails  to  produce  in  the  great  majority 
of  men.  The  Whigs  had  able  writers,  too,  on  their  side; 
but  they  were  no  match  for  their  adversaries  in  the  power 
of  producing  a  present  effect  on  the  multitude,  whatever 
they  might  be  on  the  cultivated  in  future  ages  ;  and  the 
elegant  papers  of  Addison  and  Steele,  in  the  Spectator 
and  Freeholder^  were  but  a  poor  set-off  to  the  coarse 
invectives  and  withering  sarcasms  of  Swift. 

Bolingbroke  and  Harley  were  Tory  and  monarchical  in 
their  ideas  :  they  belonged  to  the  High  Church  party  in  Feeling 
religion,  and  in  secret  they  dreamt  of  the  restoration  of  p?e«  ©f  th« 
the  exiled  dynasty.     Being  actuated  by  such  principles,  inrogarfto 
it  is  not  surprising  that  they  viewed  with  jealousy,  and       *'' 
at  last  with  open  and  undisguised  aversion,  the  course 
of  Marlborough's   victories,    and   lent   all   the   weight 
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CHAP,     of  their  talents  and  influence  to  aid  in  the  propagation 
^^'       of  the  libels  calculated  to  destroy  him.     Those  triumphs, 
1714.     however  glorious  to  England,  however  vital  to  its  exist- 
ence as  an  independent  state,  were  all  adverse  to  their 
political  principles.     They  threatened  to  extinguish  the 
monarchical   and    Roman    Catholic  principles    in    the 
person  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  raise  to  supremacy,  in  their 
stead,  the   morose   doctrines   of  the  Covenanters,   the 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  the  principles  of  the  Dutch 
republicans.     Queen  Anne,  with  the  usual  instinct  of 
crowned   heads,  when  in  secure   possession  of  power, 
inclined  to  the  same  opinions.     She  felt  the  same  repug- 
nance to  the  Whigs,  who  had  placed  her  after  William 
on  the  throne,  that  Louis  Philippe,  in  after  times,  did 
to  Lafayette  and  the  patriots  of  1830,  who  had  erected 
the   throne   of  the   Barricades.     These  principles  and 
feelings  were  not  confined  to  the  leaders  of  the  party 
and  the  sovereign  on  the  throne  :   they  pervaded  the 
whole  body  of  their  followers,  and  took  deep  root  in  the 
noblest  and  most  generous  affections  of  the  human  heart. 
The  warmest  partisans  of  royalty  in  Great  Britain 
It  wZi  these  and  Ireland  were  to  be  found  in  the  French  ranks : 
which  over-  they  embraced  many  of  the  most  generous  and  exalted, 
Maribo-      because  disinterested,  persons  in  the  British  dominions. 
Their    appearance    excited    profound    sympathy     and 
admiration  wherever  they  appeared  on  the  Continent.* 


*  "  Leurs  aventures  furent  dignes  dcs  boaux  jours  de  Sparte  ct  d'Athdnes. 
lis  6taieut  tous  d'lino  naissance  honorable ;  attaches  &  Icurs  che&,  et  affeo 
tiounCni  Ics  iins  aux  autrcs ;  irr^prochablos  on  tout  lis  so  formaient  en  une 
compagnio  do  soldats  au  service  do  France,  lis  fiutjnt  passes  en  revue  par  le 
Roi  a  St  Qennain  on  Layo  :  le  Roi  salua  Ics  troupes  par  une  inclination  do  la 
t6to  ct  le  chapcau  bas.  II  r6vint,  salua  do  nouvoau,  ct  fondit  en  larmes.  lis 
Ko  mircnt  &  gcuoux,  baissants  la  t^te  contro  la  terre,  puis  so  r^lcvauts  tout  4 
la  foiM,  ils  lui  iireut  le  salut  militaire.     lis  furent  envoy^s  deU  &  les  frontidres 
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The  Pretender  himself  combated  at  Malplaquet  against  chap. 
Marlborough  in  the  midst  of  the  chivalry  of  France.  It  ^^' 
would  be  erroneous,  therefore,  to  consider  the  intrigues  I'U. 
and  animosity  which  at  length  eflTected  the  downfal  of 
Marlborough,  and  brought  about  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
as  entirely  the  result  of  a  revolution  du  Palais, — a 
bedchamber  aflFair,  in  which  the  interests  and  glory  of 
nations  were  sacrificed  to  the  spite  or  the  jealousies  of 
women  ;  and  still  more  unjust  would  it  be  to  stigmatise 
Bolingbroke  and  Harley  as  worthless  adventurers,  who 
were  actuated  in  their  opposition  to  the  great  hero  of 
the  age  by  mere  personal  envy  or  political  hostility. 
Mrs  Masham's  bedchamber  intrigue,  and  Bolingbroke's 
cabinet  measures,  were  merely  the  form  which  a  great 
principle,  at  all  times  strong  in  English  society,  and  then 
peculiarly  active,  took  in  order  to  avert  a  danger  with 
which,  in  their  estimation,  English  institutions  were 
threatened.  And  that  principle  is  expressed  in  the 
words,  "  Fear  God  and  honour  the  King." 

It  is  evident,  from  what  has  been,  said,  that  the  Tory 
party  had  much  argument  on  their  side  in  this  great  Qt^^'^o- 
controversy ;   and  that  though  we,   instructed  by  the  mo»T^i- 
event,  may  now  see  very  clearly  that  they  erred  on  the  modJ'l>f  * 
occasion,  yet  there  is  much  to  be  said  on  their  behalf ;  oiTMLibo- 
and  the   strongest  judgment,   as   well    as   the   purest  '^"* ' 
patriotism,  might  at  the  time  have  found  it  difficult  to 


d'Espogne,  ce  que  formait  un  marclio  de  900  millcs.  P&rtout  oxi  ils  passaient 
ils  tiraiont  dcs  larmes  dos  yexix  des  fcmmes,  obtenaicnt  le  respect  do  quelques 
hommos,  et  en  faisant  rire  d'autrca  par  la  moquerio  qui  s'attache  au  malheur. 
Ila  ^taiont  toujours  Ics  premiers  dans  une  bataillo,  et  lea  demicrs  dans  une 
retraito.  lis  man  querent  souvent  des  choses  les  plus  n^cessaires  k  la  vie, 
cependant  on  ne  les  entendit  jamais  so  plaindre,  excepts  des  sotififranees  de 
celui  qu'ils  regardaiout  comme  lour  souverain.'* — Chateaubriand,  MSmoires 
9ur  le  Due  de  Berry,  Qiuvres,  ii.  68. 
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CHAP,  say  on  which  side  the  scales  of  reason  preponderated. 
^^'  But  there  is  one  point  for  which  no  apology  can  be 
^714.  made,  and  for  which  all  the  heat  of  party  and  all  the 
reality  of  impending  danger  can  afford  no  excuse.  This 
was  the  manner  in  which  they  prosecuted  their  hostility 
against  Marlborough  and  the  war.  They  did  not  dis- 
possess the  one,  and  terminate  the  other,  as  they  might 
have  done,  by  a  simple  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
They  did  not  venture  for  long  on  any  open  attack  on 
either.  They  were  afraid  to  measure  their  strength 
in  open  combat  with  the  conqueror  of  Blenheim.  They 
preferred  the  covert  attacks  of  envy,  malice,  and  uncha- 
ritableness.  Their  weapons,  with  the  people,  were 
malignant  libels ;  at  court,  underhand  bedchamber 
intrigues.  They  did  not  deprive  the  hero  of  his  com- 
mand, but  they  strove  to  thwart  his  measures  so  that 
they  might  prove  unsuccessful.  Openly  they  declared 
that  any  minister  deserved  to  lose  his  head  who  should 
propose  to  abandon  Spain  and  the  Indies  to  a  Bourbon 
prince :  in  secret  they  were  negotiating  with  Louis 
at  that  very  moment  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  basis  of 
which  was  that  very  relinquishment.  Ostensibly  they 
still  paid  to  Marlborough  the  external  marks  of  respect, 
but  they  ceased  to  admit  him  to  their  confidential 
counsels ;  they  denied  him  the  thanks  of  Parliament 
for  his  services  ;  they  encouraged  the  circulation  of 
the  most  malignant  falsehoods  regarding  his  character ; 
they  did  their  utmost  to  load  him  with  indignities  and 
mortifications  at  Court.  Their  object  seems  to  have 
been  to  induce  him,  through  disgust  at  their  ingratitude, 
to  resign ;  and  thus  to  have  spared  them  the  discredit 
of  removing  the  greatest  general  of  England  from  a 
command  which  he  had  held  with  so  much  glory.     And 


'Mce. 
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when  the  temper  or  patriotism   of  Marlborough  was     chap. 
proof  against  their  attack,  they  descended  to  the  infamy      "' 
of  charging  him  with  peculation,  on  grounds  so  false      ^^^*' 
that  they  did  not  venture  to  bring  them  to  judicial 
investigation,  even  in  the  House  of  Peers,  which  they 
had  swamped  for  his  overthrow.    At  last  they  drove  the 
greatest  general  of  England,  and  the  most  signal  bene- 
factor that  ever  had  arisen  to  his  country,  into  disgrace, 
in  order  to  bring  about  a  discreditable   peace,  which 
deprived  the  nation  of  the  chief  fruit  of  his  victories. 

And   the    result  has  now   decisively   proved    that 
Boliugbroke  and  the  Tories  were  as  wrong  on  this  oc-  wh»t  wm 
casion  in  their  general  policy  as  in  the  means  for  its  to^e^^uud. 
accomplishment ;  and  that  the  course  which  Godolphin  the*?«    "* 
and  Marlborough  contended  for,  and,  but  for  the  change 
of  ministry,  undoubtedly  would  have  carried  into  effect, 
was  the  one  imperatively  required  by  the  honour  and 
interests  of  England.     Spain  and  France  were  the  two 
powers  by  whom  the  independence  of  this  country  had 
been   separately   threatened   for   two   centuries.      The 
narrow  escape  made  from  invasion,  and  possibly  dis- 
memberment,  on   occasion    of   the    Spanish    Armada 
in  1588,  and  the  battle  of  La  Hogue  in  1692,  suffi- 
ciently demonstrate  this.      The  union  of  the  two  under 
one  head,  therefore,  could  not  but  prove  in  the  highest 
degree  perilous  to  the  independence  of  England.      Both 
parties  seemed  to  admit  this ;  but  they  proposed  dif- 
ferent means  to  avert  the  danger.     Marlborough  and 
the  Whigs  maintained  that  it  could  be  effectually  done 
only  by  separating,  in  a  permanent  manner,  the  reigning 
families  in  France  and  Spain — and  to  effect  this,  they 
proposed  to  settle  the  crown  of  Spain  on  Charles  VI., 
Archduke  of  Austria.      Provided  this  was  done,  they 
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CHAP,  bad  DO  objections  tbat  an  appanage  for  tbe  Duke  of 
^^'  Anjou,  tbe  otber  competitor  for  the  throne,  should  be 
1714.  carved  out  of  the  other  possessions  of  the  Spanish  crown 
in  Italy  and  Sicilj.  This  was  substantially  the  basis 
they  assumed  in  the  conferences  of  Gertruydenberg  in 
1709.  Bolingbroke  and  the  Tories,  again,  contended  that 
it  was  unnecessary  to  separate  the  reigning  families, 
provided  only  that  the  two  crowns  were  prevented  from 
uniting  on  one  head ;  and  to  prevent  this  they  intro- 
duced the  stringent  clauses  into  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
already  mentioned,  providing  that  the  Salic  law,  which 
excludes  females  from  the  succession^  should  be  the  law 
of  the  Spanish  throne,  and  that  in  no  event,  and  under 
no  circumstances,  should  the  crowns  of  Spain  and 
France  be  united  on  the  same  head. 

These  provisions  appeared,  at  first  sight,  to  guard,  in 
The  result   part  at  Icast,  against  the  danger  which  threatened  ;  and 

hM  proved       -  ,         .  , 

the  Tories    thJs  circumstancc,  coupled   with   the  natural  desire  of 

were  wrong  .  i    i         i 

in  their  po-  mcu  to  terminate  a  long  and  burdensome  war,  rendered 
ingiu  the  peace  of  Utrecht  generally  acceptable  to  the  nation. 
It  was  foreseen,  however,  at  the  time,  and  loudly  de- 
clared by  the  Whigs,  both  in  Parliament  and  the  country, 
that  this  security  was  seeming  only,  and  that  leaving  a 
grandson  of  Louis  XIV.  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  with 
the  name  of  an  independent  kingdom,  was  in  reality 
more  dangerous  to  the  security  of  England  than  the 
junction  of  the  two  crowns  on  the  same  head  would 
have  been.  The  event  has  now  decisively  proved  the 
justice  of  this  view.  Had  the  crown  of  Spain  been 
openly  placed  on  the  same  head  as  that  of  Franco,  the 
alliance  of  tlie  two  powers  could  not  have  been  of  long 
continuance.  Castilian  pride  would  have  revolted  at 
tlie  idea  of  being  subjected  to  the  governnient  of  Paris  : 
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the   war   of  independence   in    1808  has  shown  what    chap. 

results  follow  the  open  assertion  over  the  Peninsula  of    L 

French  domination.  But  by  leaving  Spain  a  crown  ^7U. 
nominally  independent,  but  closely  united  by  blood  and 
interest  with  the  French  monarchy,  the  object  of  Louis 
XIV.  was  gained,  and  in  a  way  more  safe  and  certain 
than  even  the  union  of  the  crowns  could  have  afforded. 
The  family  compact  succeeded.  A  close  and  indissoluble 
alliance  between  France  and  Spain,  which  subsisted  un- 
broken for  above  a  century,  was  the  result.  Spanish 
pride  was  soothed  by  the  appearance  of  an  independent 
government  at  Madrid  :  French  ambition  was  gratified 
by  the  substantial  devotion  of  the  whole  resources  of 
Spain  to  the  purposes  of  France. 

The  effects  were  soon  apparent.     In  every  war  which 
ensued  between  France  and  England  for  the  next  cen-  DiBa8t^tls 

effects  ADu 

tury, — that  of  1739,  that  of  1756,  the  American  War,  genousdwi- 
that  of  1 793, — Spain  and  France  ere  long  united  in  hos-  S^  wWch 
tilities  against  this  country.     Astonishing  exertions  of  living  a 

J   1  ,1  1       r  M  1  Bourbon  on 

Vigour  and  bravery  on  the  part  of  our  countrymen  alone  theSpmnUh 
prevented  the  alliance  proving  fatal  to  the  independence 
of  England.  We  were  worsted  by  them  in  the  very 
next  contest  which  followed  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that 
which  was  terminated  by  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
The  extraordinary  genius  of  Frederick  of  Prussia  and 
of  Lord  Chatham,  joined  to  corresponding  incapacity 
in  the  government  of  Louis  XV.,  gave  us,  indeed,  a  glo- 
rious career  of  triumphs  during  the  Seven  Years'  War. 
But  when  another  power  was  added  to  their  league,  it 
became  evident  that  England  was  overmatched  by 
France  and  Spain.  England  was  brought  by  the  forces 
of  France,  Spain,  and  America,  to  the  brink  of  ruin  ii] 
the  American  War.     The  want  of  any  popular  histo- 
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CHAP,  torian  to  recount  the  erents  of  that  calamitous  period 
^^  has  rendered  the  nation  insensible  to  the  dangers  it  then 
1714.  ran  .  \ylien  the  American  colonies  were  in  open  and 
fierce  revolt ;  when  Hyder  Ali  had  driven  the  English 
into  Madras,  and  preparations  were  making  for  cross- 
ing the  surf  and  abandoning  India  for  ever ;  and  when 
our  colonial  empire  in  the  East  was  saved  solely  by  the 
firmness  of  one  man,  whom  England  rewarded  for  his 
conduct  by  an  impeachment !  At  that  dreadfiil  moment 
the  French  and  Spanish  armies  and  fleets  besieged  Gib- 
raltar, which  was  saved  only  by  an  extraordinary  efifort 
of  skill  on  the  part  of  Lord  Howe,  and  soon  after  the 
combined  fleets  rode  triumphant  in  the  Channel,  and 
blockaded  Plymouth  with  forty-seven  sail  of  the  line, 
where  the  English  fleet  had  sought  refiige  with  twenty- 
one  sail  only. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  the 
Ewunpie*    FrcDch  and  Spanish  navies  greatly  outnumbered  those 

of  this  in  ri*  n.  ^   '  t*     i 

uter  times.  01  tuis  couutry,*  and  m  every  one  of  the  actions  which 
followed  from  that  of  St  Vincent,  where  the  English 
fleet  was  fifteen  sail  to  twenty-seven,  to  that  of  Trafal- 
gar, where  it  was  twenty-seven  to  thirty-three,  the  com- 
bined fleets  were  superior  in  numerical  amount  to  our 
own.  It  is  not  generally  known,  but  it  is  historically 
certain,  that  England  was  brought  nearer  to  destruc- 
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jAMt>i's  yaral  Historic,  i.  49-51-53.     Appendix  U,  6  and  7. 
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tion  bj  the  alliance  of  Loais  XVI«  and  the  Spanish  ceaf. 
monarchy,  in  1782,  than  she  aftenrards  itm  bj  the  "* 
arms  and  power  of  Napoleon.  And  irhoerer  contem-  ^'^*- 
plates  these  erents  with  calmness  and  impartialitj,  will 
hare  little  difficnltj  in  arriring  at  the  condosion  that^ 
had  not  the  nayal  resoarces  of  France  been  destroyed 
by  the  confiscations  and  disasters  of  the  Rerolntion,  and 
the  strength  of  the  Peninsula  been  bound  to  our  side  by 
the  unprovoked  attack  of  Napoleon  on  Spanish  inde- 
pendence in  1808,  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether,  ere 
this,  the  maritime  superiority  and  colonial  empire  of 
England  would  not  have  been  destroyed,  and  with  them 
our  national  independence  for  ever  lost.  Such  and  so 
real  were  the  dangers  which  Marlborough  strove  to  avert ; 
such  and  so  great  the  perils  brought  upon  the  state  by 
the  Tories  in  1712,  from  suffering  political  passions  and 
private  interests  to  render  them  insensible  to  the  calls 
of  public  duty. 

And  it  is  worthy  of  especial  observation,  that  this 
danger,  from  the  close  alliance  of  France  and  Spain,  These  dan- 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  family  compact  arising  from  arisen  loieiy 
the  Bourbons  having  been  permitted  by  the  treaty  of  SpwUh 
Utrecht  to  remain  on  the  throne  of  Spain.     Prior  to        ^ 
that  succession,  France  and  Spain  were  not  only  never 
in  alliance,  but  always  on  terms  of  the  most  bitter  and 
rancorotis  hostility.     "My  father's   bones  would  rise 
from  their  grave,"  was  a  common  saying  in  Castile,  "  if 
he  could  foresee  a  war  with  France."     All  the  greatest 
wars  in  which  France,  prior  to  the  succession  of  1 703, 
had  engaged  with  Continental  powers,  had  been  with 
Spain.     A  French  monarch  had  been  made  prisoner  at 
Pavia,  and  conducted  to  Madrid:  French  chivalry  avenged 
the  insult  at  Rocroy  and  Lens;  Henry  I V.  and  tlio  I'rinco 

VOL.  II.  z 
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CHAP,  of  Parma  had  exerted  their  riyal  talents  against  each 
"•  other ;  and  even  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Louis 
1714.  XIV.  the  Spaniards  were  the  most  formidable  enemies 
with  which  that  monarch  had  to  contend  on  the  Con- 
tinent. So  late  as  1688  the  same  disposition  of  the 
cabinets  of  Madrid  and  Paris  continued ;  and  it  was  the 
knowledge  that  Spain  had  in  secret  joined  the  league  of 
Augsburg  in  that  year,  against  him,  which  determined 
Louis  XIV.  to  exert  all  his  influence  to  obtain  the  Spa- 
nish succession  for  his  grandson.  With  an  Austrian 
prince  seated  on  the  throne  at  Madrid,  this  alliance  of 
France  and  Spain  was  not  only  impossible,  but  it  was 
certain  that  the  resources  of  the  Peninsula  would  be 
mainly  directed  in  hostility  to  French  interests.  Mutual 
necessity,  and  jealousy  of  their  formidable  common  enemy^ 
would  have  made  Spain  and  England  as  cordial  allies^ 
during  the  whole  of  the  eighteenth  century,  as  Scotland 
and  France  were  in  the  days  of  Scottish  independence ; 
as  Turkey  and  France  were  during  the  long  wars  of  the 
latter  power  with  the  Imperialists  in  Germany ;  or  as 
Spain  and  England  became  on  the  occasion  of  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Peninsula  by  Napoleon  in  1808.  It  was 
this  great  benefit  which  Marlborough's  victories  had 
secured  for  his  country  ;  it  is  this  alliance  which  his 
diplomacy,  had  it  been  unopposed  at  home,  would  have 
secured,  instead  of  the  subservient  government  which, 

Hiit.de      for  a  whole  century  after,  placed  its  fleets  and  armies  at 

Louis  XI  v.     •,,  ^       i%    1        r%  i 

iii.  296.      the  disposal  of  the  French  government,  and  brought  this 
country  to  the  verge  of  perdition  in  consequence.^ 

If  any  doubt  could  exist  on  this  subject,  and  with 
regard  to  the  imminent  danger  of  a  family  alliance 
between  France  and  Spain  to  this  country,  it  would  be 
removed  by  the  following  consideration.     Though  Spain 
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in  the  first  instance  joined  the   coalition    against  the    chap. 
French  republic,  she  soon  fell  off  from  it ;  and  the  treaty      ^ 
between  the  two  countries  in  1795  was  immediatelj      ^^^^ 
followed  bj  the  accession  of  the  court  of  Madrid  to  the  it  was  a 
league  of  our  enemies.     With  Spain  by  his  side,  Napo-  ll^ug« 
leon  was  constantly  victorious ;  but  from  the  moment  that,  NapoUon 
through  his  perfidious  aggression,  he  converted  the  Penin-  SSf^li. 
sular  powers  into  enemies,  his  fortunes  declined,  until,  '"^ 
from  the  effects  of  the  double  strain  on  his  resources,  he 
was  involved  in  ruin.     Taught  by  this  great  example, 
we  shall  no  longer  wonder  that  Louis  XIV.  made  it  the 
chief  boast  of  his  reign — "  Enfin  il  n'y  a  plus  de  Pyre- 
nees," and  braved  the  hostility  of  combined  Europe, 
and  risked  destruction  from  Marlborough's  victories,  in 
order  to  secure  the  succession  for  his  grandson.     It  will 
no  longer  appear  surprising  that  Napoleon  hazarded  all 
upon  preserving  his  hold  of  the  Peninsula,  and  incurred 
destruction  rather  than  abandon  its  strongholds  when 
he  set  out  on  his  Russian  expedition.     It  will  cease  to 
be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  Parisian  diplomacy  has 
been  so  incessantly  directed  since  1830  to  secure  this 
benefit  for  the  King  of  the   French,  and  that  Louis 
Philippe,   during  the  whole   remainder   of  his  reign, 
regarded  the   Montpensier  alliance   as   the    brightest 
event  of   it.      United  by  family  compact  to  Spain, 
France  has  been  proved  by  experience  to  be  so  strong 
as  to  become  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  all  Europe. 
Severed  from  Spain,  she  is  deprived  of  her  chief  means 
of  aggrandisement,  and  in  an  especial  manner  ceases  to 
be  dangerous  to  the  independence  of  Great  Britain. 

The  circumstance  which  in  every  age,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  most  penetrating  statesmen  of  Europe, 
has  rendered  the  Spanish  alliance  of  such  vital  impor- 
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oHAP.    tance  to  the  French  monarchy,  is  not  merely  the  acces- 
^''      eion  of  power  which  it  brings,  considerable  though  that 
17U.     has  often  proved,  to  the  court  of  the  Tuileries.    It  is  the 
Caam       sccuriug  it  in  rear  which  is  the  great  adTantage.     In 
der  the'iJii-  alliancc  with  Spain,  France  can  send  her  whole  military 
SJ2/of     force  to  the  Rhine  ;  the  weight  of  thirty-four  millions 
!mw)rtiilo  of  ™6^  is  at  once  felt  by  Germany.     In  hostility  to 
toFimnw.    Qp^[^^  half  the  forcc  of  France  must  be  reserved  at 
home,  or  placed   in   observation  on  the  Pyrenees,  to 
secure  the  southern   provinces  of  the  monarchy    from 
insult.     The  doubtful  chance  of  the  War  of  the  Succes- 
sion, the  disastrous  termination  of  the  Peninsular  contest, 
has  shown  France  but   too  clearly  what  a  dangerous 
battle-field  for  foreign  hostility  the  mountains  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  afford.     If  we  would  duly  estimate  the 
addition  the  Spanish  alliance  makes,  even  without  any 
actual  increase  of  soldiers  or  sailors,  to  the  power  of 
Franco,  we  have  only  to  reflect  on  the  vast  increase 
wliicli  the  strength  of  England  received  without  any 
great  forcc  being  added  to  its  material  resources,  from 
the  mere  union  with  Scotland,  and  consequent  termination 
of  those  mischievous  intrigues  which,  before  that  auspi- 
cious event,  constantly,  on  the  breaking  out  of  hostili- 
ties with  France,  occasioned  a  distracting  warfare  on 
tlie   banks   of  the  Tweed.     Or  perhaps  a  still  apter 
ilhistration  may  be  found  in  the  present  state  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.     Certainly  no  minister  ever  could 
add  so  much  to  the  power  of   Great  Britain  as  that 
one  who,  without  drawing  any  supplies  from  the  Emerald 
Isle,  should  merely  prevent  the  constant  distraction  of 
the  resources  of  the  empire  from  the  alternately  turbu- 
lent and  miserable  state  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  what- 
ever cause  the  people  of  Great  Britain  might  have  to 
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applaud,  most  certainly  its  eDemies  would  have  little    chap. 
reason  to  thank  the  statesman  who  kindly  provided  a      "' 
princess,  the  marriage  of  whom  with  an  English  prince     ^7'*- 
might  render  real  an  alliance  which  all  the  eflForts  of  six 
centuries  had  been  unable  to  consummate. 

If  any  surprise  should  exist  as  to  the  blindness  of 
Bolingbroke  and  the  Tories,  when  they  arrested  the  instueeof 
course  of  Marlborough's  yictories  and  secured  the  Span-  Doiuieaiin- 
ish  alliance  to  the  French  monarchy,  or  any  doubt  as  to  oar  tka^ 
political  passion  being  the  real  cause  which  induced  this 
insensibility  to  national  interests,  it  would  be  removed 
by  what  has  occurred  in  our  own  time.  The  heroic  and 
persevering  efforts  of  the  nation  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  the  victories  of  Nelson  and  Wellington,  had  again 
reduced  France  to  its  original  limits ;  and  though  the 
Bourbon  dynasty  was  still  on  the  throne  of  Madrid,  yet 
the  exasperation  and  exhaustion  of  the  Peninsula,  con- 
sequent on  the  dreadful  war  it  had  sustained  with 
France,  had  rendered  it  no  longer  formidable,  at  least 
for  the  present,  as  an  ally  of  that  power.  But  political 
passions  in  1830,  as  in  1712,  got  possession  of  England, 
and  with  an  infatuation  which  would  be  incredible,  if 
the  blindness  ever  produced  by  those  passions  was  not 
considered,  we  surrendered  the  whole  objects  for  which 
we  had  so  long  been  contending,  and  which  had,  in  part 
at  least,  been  secured  by  the  triumphs  of  Marlborough 
and  Wellington.  With  one  hand  we  favoured  the  par- 
tition of  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands,  which  we 
ourselves  had  created  to  be  a  check  on  France,  and  had 
guaranteed  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna  in  1815  as  a  united 
power ;  aided  with  our  fleets  the  army  of  Louis  Philippe 
in  restoring  Antwerp,  the  great  outwork  of  Napoleon 
against  this  country,  to  the  sway  of  the  tricolor  flag,  and 
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cfHAP.    converted  the  Flemish  fortresses,  the  outwork  of  Europe 
^^      against   France,  into  the  outwork  of  France   against 
1714.     Europe.     With  the  oth^r  we  crushed  the  efforts  of  the 
Spanish  people  to  place  a  king  of  their  choice  on  the 
throne ;  kept  alive  for  years  a  frightful  and  desolating 
civil   war  in   the    Basque   provinces  ;    concluded    the 
Quadruple  Alliance,  in  order  to  change  the  Salic  law, 
which  we  ourselves  had  stipulated  for  Spain,  and  solemnly 
guaranteed  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  violated  our 
pledged  national  faith,  in  order  to  place  a  succession  of 
revolutionary  queens  on  the  throne  of  the  Peninsula. 
We  have  got  oiu*  reward.      The  result  has  followed 
lusuiu       which  the  few  thoughtful  persons,  whom  the  prevailing 
followed*^*  mania  of  the  day  had  not  carried  away,  clearly  antici- 
£ebltin-   pated  at  the  very  first,  from  our  revolutionary  propa- 
'**°***        gandism.     Our  whole  policy,  for  the  ten  years  during 
which  it  was  dictated  by  political  passions — not  r^u- 
lated  by  regard  to  national  interests — has  turned  to  the 
advantage  of  our  enemies.     Louis  Philippe  profited,  as 
well  he  might,  by  the  temporary  eclipse  of  our  reason. 
He  secured  the  Netherlands  for  France,  with  its  mag- 
nificent fortresses,  and  noble  harbour  of  Antwerp,   by 
the  marriage  of  a   daughter ;   and  to  all  appearance 
gaiued   Spain,  with   its  vast  sea-coast   and   boundless 
capabilities,  by  the  marriage  of  a  son.     He  united  these 
powers  to  France  by  a  more  enduring  bond  than  even 
family  alliance — the   lasting  tie    of  common    interest 
arising  from  a  common,  origin.     Through  all  the  changes 
of  fortune,  revolutionary  powers  will  hold  by  each  other, 
because  they  feel  that  mutual  support  is  essential  to 
their  defence  against  legitimate  monarchies.     He  con- 
descended to  accept  the  princess,  whom  our  strange  and 
perfidious  policy  had  rendered  the  heiress-presumptive 
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of  the  throue  of  M adrid,  for  a  son  of  France.     The    chap. 

dream  of  Louis  XIV.  is  realised — there  are  no  longer      ^^' 

any  Pyrenees.     By  erecting  the  revolutionary  throne  of     '7N. 

Belgium,  and  dispossessing  the  male  line  in  Spain,  we 

have  at  one  blow  abandoned  the  whole  security  gained 

by  the  victories  of  Marlborough  and  Wellington.     We 

have  done  that  for  France  which  neither  the  ambition 

of  Louis  XIV.  nor  the  arms  of  Napoleon  could  effect. 

We  have  abandoned  even  the  slight  security  against  the 

union  of  the  French  and  Spanish  powers,  which  Boling- 

broke  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.     There  is  no 

longer  any  real  impediment  to  the  union  of  the  French 

and   Spanish   crowns.      Backed   by  the   Belgian  and 

Spanish  alliances,  the  French  Government,  Royal  or 

Republican,  may  deride  our  impotent  protests.   And  when 

next  we  go  to  war  with  France,  we  shall  have  to  confront 

a  power  stretching  from  the  Scheldt  to  Gibraltar;  and  to 

combat  fleets  which,  in  1782,  blockaded  Plymouth  with 

forty-seven  sail  of  the  line,  and  in  1793  outnumbered 

the  English  navy  by  forty-three  line-of-battle  ships! 

It  is  stated  by  Capefigue,  in  his  admirable  history  of 

Louis  XIV.,^  that  we  should  err  much  if  we  imagined  stnmg^  in- 

that  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was  regarded  to  uJonli 

.... 

in  the  same  light  by  its  contemporaries  with  which  it  is  o^^ 
viewed  by  ourselves.  Notwithstanding  its  frightful  ^** 
cruelty,  it  was  universally  considered  by  the  dominant 
Catholic  majority  over  all  Europe  as  a  masterpiece  of 
political  wisdom  ;  a  measure  alike  called  for  by  its 
evident  justice  and  its  palpable  expedience.  Even  the 
Massacre  of  St  Bartholomew  is  never  mentioned  by  the 
contemporary  Catholic  historians  save  with  exultation ; 

*  By  fi&r  tho  beRt  history  of  that  eventful  reign  which  has  yet  appeared  in 
Europe. 


360  THE   LIFB  OF 

CHAP,  aud  Charles  IX.,  who  perpetrated  it,  is  the  object  of 
"•  uniyersal  eulogium.  It  was  the  same  in  1793.  The 
171^-  expatriation  of  a  hundred  thousand  emigrants,  the  con- 
fiscation of  their  estates,  the  murder  of  a  tithe  of  their 
number  on  the  scaffold,  the  destruction  of  a  million  of 
lives  during  the  Revolution,  excited  neither  indignation 
nor  commiseration  in  the  Jacobin  majority  in  France. 
It  was  universally  regarded  by  them  as  a  measure 
equally  expedient,  justifiable,  and  necessary.  The  entire 
abandonment  at  once  of  our  public  faith  and  national 
policy,  in  like  manner,  during  the  fervour  of  political 
passions  in  this  country,  some  years  ago,  in  relation  both 
to  Spain  and  the  Netherlands  ;  the  nourishing  a  frightful 
civil  war  for  years  together  on  the  banks  of  the  Ebro  ; 
the  dispossessing  a  sovereign  we  were  pledged  as  a  nation 
to  maintain  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  excited  no  general 
feeling,  either  of  pity  or  indignation,  in  this  country. 
It  was  thought  to  be  quite  natural  and  proper  that  we 
should  supplant  legitimate  kings  by  revolutionary 
queens  in  every  country  around  us.  We  sent  thousands 
of  gallant  desperadoes  to  "  call  a  new  world  into  exist- 
ence," by  revolutionising  the  colonies  of  Spain  in  South 
America,  with  which  state  we  were  then  at  peace, 
aud  the  piratical  act  was  generally  applauded  in  the 
countr}'  :  the  same  act,  when  perpetrated  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  Texas,  and  attempted  in  Cuba,  excited  universal 
reprobation.  Examples  of  this  sort  are  fitted  to  awaken 
at  once  feelings  of  charity  and  distrust  in  our  breasts — 
1  capefiguc,  charity  to  others,  distrust  of  ourselves.  They  may  teach 
Louii  XIV.  us  to  view  with  a  lenient  if  not  a  foririvinfj  eve    the 

iii.  172,  o       1/ 

HJit.  da  u   aberrations  of  those  nations  which  have  yielded  to  the 

Reform 

iii.-239,m  force  of  those  passions  under  which,  with  so  many  more 
means  of  resistance,^  our  own  understandings  have  so 
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violently  reeled ;    and  to   examine   anxiously   whether     chap. 
many  of  the  public  measures  which  at  the  time  are  the      ^^' 
subject  of  the  most  general  approbation  in  this  country,      17U. 
are  not  in  reality  as  unjust,  and  will  not  be  condemned 
by  posterity  as  unanimously,  as  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes,  or  any  other  of  the  most  atrocious  acts 
by  which  the  pages  of  history  are  stained. 

The  remarkable  analogy  must  strike  even  the  most 
superficial  observer,  between  the  position  of  the  Tories  AnaiogVbe- 
and  the  policy  which  they  adopted  during  the  contest  of  sitofttion  of 
the  Succession,  and  that  which  the  Whigs  occupied,  and  the  w^of 
their  conduct  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  On  Bion,mndthe 
both  occasions  the  Opposition  was  resolutely  set  against  th«t^^the 
a  war  which  a  mmistry  m  power  was  carry mg  on  with 
vigour  and  success  against  a  preponderating  power  in 
France,  that  threatened,  and  had  wellnigh  overturned, 
the  independence  of  all  the  adjoining  states  in  Europe. 
In  both,  the  contest  was  one  of  life  or  death  for  the 
liberties,  and  even  the  existence,  of  England ;  and  yet 
the  Opposition  in  both  exerted  their  whole  influence  and 
abilities  to  mar  its  progress  and  impede  its  success.  In 
both,  a  great  and  victorious  English  general  headed  the 
forces  of  the  alliance  ;  and  in  both,  for  a  series  of  years, 
his  successes  were  underrated,  his  achievements  vilified, 
his  efforts  thwarted,  by  the  Opposition,  in  the  very 
country  whose  glory  he  was  daily  augmenting,  and 
securely  establishing  on  a  more  durable  foundation.  In 
both,  Great  Britain  was  combating  a  power  which  had 
proved  itself  to  be  the  deadliest  enemy  to  real  freedom, 
for  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  Louis  XIV.'s  persecution 
of  tlie  Protestants,  or  the  atrocities  of  the  Convention  at 
Paris  a  century  after,  inflicted  the  cruellest  wounds  on 
the    cause    of    liberty.     In   both,   the   league  of  the 
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CHAP.  Allies,  though  originallj  springing  out  of  this  unbear- 
"•  able  oppression,  had  come  to  hinge  mainly  on  the  neces- 
17U.  gity  of  preventing  the  political  power  of  France  being 
extended  over  Spain.  In  both,  the  chief  seats  of  war 
for  the  English  and  French  armies  were  Spain  and  the 
Low  Countries  ;  and  in  both,  the  decisive  blows  were  at 
length  struck  on  the  Flemish  plains. 

And  the  crisis  in  each  brings  the  parallel  still  closer, 
Eztnordi-  and  to  a  most  singular,  and  some  may  think  almost 
d^^nth'e  providential,  coincidence.  For  in  May  1712,  the  Tories 
two  (xm-  consummated  the  war  on  which  they  had  so  long  been 
engaged,  by  effecting  the  separation  of  England  from 
the  alliance,  when  the  iron  barrier  of  France  was  at 
last  effectually  broken  through,  and  nothing  remained 
to  prevent  Marlborough  and  Eugene  from  marching  in 
triumph  to  Paris;  and  in  May  1812,  just  a  hundred 
years  after,  the  Whigs  had  the  means  put  into  their 
hands  of  effecting  their  long-desired  pacification  with 
France,  by  the  Prince  Regent  sending  for  their  leaders 
to  form  a  ministry  on  the  expiry  of  the  year  of  restric- 
tion enforced  on  him  by  act  of  Parliament,  on  his  assum- 
ing the  power  of  King.  If  the  Whigs  had  succeeded 
in  forming  a  government  at  that  period,  if  the  apparently 
trivial  dispute  about  the  household  appointments  had 
not  restored  their  opponents  to  power,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a  peace,  similar  to  that  of  Utrecht,  would 
have  stopped  the  war  for  a  time,  and  bequeathed  its 
dangers  and  its  burdens  to  another,  perhaps  the  present 
age.  And  this  was  on  the  eve  of  the  Salamanca  cam- 
paign, and  at  the  opening  of  the  Moscow  expedition  !  * 

*  "  The  negotiation  between  the  Prince  Regent  and  the  Whigs  was  broken 
off  on  the  6th  June,  1812.  On  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  Wellington 
crossed  the  Portuguese  fW>ntier,  and  commenced  the  Salamanca  campaign  ; 
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It  must  appear,  at  first  sight,  not  a  little  extraordi-    ohap. 
nary  that  conduct  so  precisely  similar,  and  in  both  cases      "' 
so  diametrically  at  variance  with  the   real  interests  of     ^7i4* 

38. 

the  country,  should  in  this  manner  have  been  alter-  Real  eaoses 
nately  pursued  by  the  two  great  parties  whose  contests  tuy  of  U^ 
have  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  so  entirely  engrossed  oppodt*  * 
English  domestic  history.  But  the  marvel  ceases  when  Sb^^o^ 
their  internal  political  situation  is  considered.  In  both  "***"* 
cases,  the  Opposition  who  i*esisted  a  war  and  strove  to 
arrest  its  progress,  which  was  conducted  with  glory  and 
success  by  their  opponents,  had  recently  before  been 
dispossessed  of  power.  The  Tories,  by  the  Revolution 
of  1688,  had  been  so  completely  driven  from  the  helm, 
that,  as  the  event  proved,  they  did  not  recover  their 
ground  for  seventy  years,  and  a  change  of  dynasty  at 
the  time  could  alone  secure  them  in  it.  The  Whigs 
had,  by  the  ministerial  revolution  of  1 784,  been,  after 
the  most  strenuous  efibrts  on  their  part,  so  efiectually 
dispossessed  of  power,  that  they  had  no  prospect  of 
recovering  it,  but  by  the  national  calamity  of  a  failure 
in  the  war  in  which  their  antagonists  were  engaged. 
Thus,  by  a  singular  combination  of  circumstances,  the 
two  parties,  at  the  interval  of  a  century  from  each  other, 
stood  in  precisely  the  same  situation,  so  far  as  the  de* 
pending  foreign  war  and  its  reaction  upon  their  domestic 
prospects  were  concerned.  The  interests  of  both  were 
identified  with  the  misfortunes  of  this  country  and  the 
triumphs  of  its  enemies.  Their  wishes,  as  is  generally 
the  case,  followed  in  the  same  direction.  The  secret 
inclinations  of  the  Tories,  in  the  War  of  the  Succession, 

while  on  the  23d  Napoleon  passed  the  Kiemen,  and  perilled  his  crown  and 
his  life  on  the  precarious  issue  of  a  Russian  invasion.** — Alison's  Europe, 
chap.  Ixiv.  §  45. 


364  THE   LIFE   OF 

CHAP,  were  with  the  court  of  St  Germains,  because  its  restora- 
^'  tion  to  royalty  would  at  once  have  replaced  them  at  the 
^714.  helm  ;  the  secret  wishes  of  the  Whigs,  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  were  with  the  tricolor  flag,  because  its 
triumphs  would  at  once  have  ruined  the  Tories,  and 
restored  them  to  the  much-coveted  possession  of  power. 
In  both  cases  the  selfish  prevailed  over  the  generous, 
the  party  over  the  patriotic,  feelings  of  our  nature.  In 
both,  the  party  in  opposition  were  false  to  their  country, 
but  true,  as  they  thought,  at  least  to  themselves.  And 
both  have  obtained  their  just  punishment  by  receiving 
the  merited  condemnation  of  succeeding  times. 

Though  the  event,  however,  has  decisively  proved  that 
Excuaei      Bolingbrokc   and   Oxford  judged   wrong  in   detaching 
iBtodforthe  England  from  the  Grand  Alliance  in  1712,  and  that 
Tories  at  **  their  measures,  by  securing  to  France  the  family  compact 
of  Utrecht,  with  thc  Spanish  Bourbons,  brought  the  country  to  the 
dread  of      brink  of  ruiu  in  1 782,  yet  it  must  be  admitted,  in  their 
^^^        vindication,  that  plausible  arguments  were  not  awanting 
to  justify  the  unpatriotic  course  which  they  adopted. 
Great  as  was  the  power  of  France  in  the  time  of  Louis 
XIV.,  it  was  comparatively  of  recent  growth.      Serious 
as  had  been  the  perils  of  the  nation  from  his  ambition, 
it  had  been  placed  in  yet  greater  danger  by  the  enter- 
prises of  the  Spanish  monarchy.     The  terrors  of  the 
Armada  were  yet  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people ;  the 
monarchy  of  Charles  V.  was  the  nearest  approach  to 
universal   dominion  which   had   been   made  since   the 
days  of  Charlemagne.      If  the  Whigs  had  succeeded  in 
making  Louis  XIV.  accept  the  terms  ofi^ered  to  him  by 
the  Allies  at  Gertruydenberg  in  1 709,  which  they  were 
within  a  hair's- breadth  of  doing,  the  monarchy  of  Charles 
V.  was  reconstructed  in  favour  of  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
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many,   with  an   apparently   considerable   accession   of    ohaf. 
power.      The  whole  present  dominions  of  Austria  in      ^^' 
Germany  and  Lombardy,  Naples  and  Sicily,  Flanders,      ^^^^ 
Spain,  and  South  America,  would  have  constituted  the 
hereditary  dominions  of  a  power  to  which  the  imperial 
crown  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have  come  to  be 
permanently  united. 

The  Tories,  however,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne, 

40. 

were  too  clear-sighted  not  to  see  that  the  danger  from  Boiinj- 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  great  as  it  had  been  a  century  tureof'Se 
before,  had  passed  away  before  their  time,  and  that  pftheSpui- 
France  was  the  power  by  which  the  independence  of  chy»tthii 
England  was  really  threatened.      If  circumstances  had  ^" 
rendered  the  junction  of  the  Spanish  dominions  to  one 
or  other  unavoidable,  it  was  evidently  for  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain  that  it  should  be  united  to  the  distant  and 
inland  territories  of  the  house  of  Austria,  destitute  of 
fleets  and  harbours,  and  constantly  engrossed  with  wars 
with  the  Turks,  rather  than  to  the  great  and  flourishing 
monarchy  of  France,  with  an  extensive  sea-coast,  and  a 
navy  rivalling  our  own,  in  close  vicinity,  and  actuated 
by  a  jealousy  of  England  of  many  centuries'  standing. 
Bolingbroke  has  shown  that  he  perceived  these  obvious 
truths  as  clearly  as  any  man,  and  consequently  that  the 
terrors  expressed  by  the  Tories  on  occasion  of  the  peace 
of  Utrecht,  at  the  prospect  of  reconstructing  the  empire 
of  Charles  V.,  were  hypocritical,  and  had  been  got  up 
to  conceal  objects  fundamentally  different.    "  Philip  11./' 
says  he,  *'  left  his  successors  a  ruined  monarchy.      He 
left  them  something  worse ;  he  left  them  his  example 
and  his  principles  of  government,  founded  in  ambition, 
pride,  ignorance,  bigotry,  and  all  the  pedantry  of  state. 
The  war  in  the  Low  Countries  cost  him,  by  his  now 
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CHAP,     crown  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  French  prince,  and 
^''      establishing  the  female  succession  in  its  stead.     Was  it 
^714.     that  the  experience  of  the  preceding  forty  years  had 
But  no  ex-  shown  that  revolutionary  dynasties  were  so  very  stable, 
folSSdlter     revolutionary  passions  so  very   durable,   revolutionary 
tSiof the  jealousy  so  slight,  that  it  was  necessary  to  violate  our 
u^uy  faith  plighted  at  Utrecht,  in  order  to  establish  a  lasting 
^  AUi^i  democratic  sovereign  power  in  the  Peninsula  ?     Was  it 
m  1834.      ^1^^^  revolutionary  governments  had  been  found  by  expe- 
rience to  be  so  strict  and  honourable  in  their  dealings, 
so  correct  and  punctual  in  their  payments,  so  abhorrent 
to  anything  like  repudiation  of  debts,  that  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  the  commercial  and  money-lending  state  to 
uphold  their  establishment  1    Was  it  that  the  annals  of 
the  French  Revolution  had  demonstrated  that  the  uni- 
versal suffrage  by  which  the  Spanish  Cortes  was  elected, 
was  so  very  safe  and  workable  a  state  engine  that  it 
might  securely  be  intrusted  to  the  fiery  passions  of  Spain, 
in  its  apprenticeship  to  freedom  ?    Was  it  that  we  were 
so   very   secure,   that  a   queen  or    princess  of  Spain, 
heiress-presumptive  to  the  throne,  would  not  attract  the 
notice  and  win  the  regard  of  a  prince  of  France ;  and 
that  thus  even  the   slender  security  provided  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  against  the  union  of  the  two  crowns 
on  the  same  head,  miglit  not  be  entirely  destroyed  ? 
Was  it  that  French  princes  had  been  proved  by  history 
to  be  so  singularly  repulsive  in  their  manners,  or  un- 
gainly in  their  appearance,  that  there  was  no  risk  of 
their  attracting  the  notice  of  the  heiress  of  Spain  ?    We 
know  not  what  the  motive  was  which  led  this  nation  to 
interfere  in  breaking  through  the  male  succession   as 
settled  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  establishing  the 
female  line  in  its  stead.     We  know  only  that  the  thing 
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was  done,  and  by  ourselves.     It  is  for  the  authors  of    chap. 
the  Quadruple  Alliance  of  1834  to  explain  its  motives,       ^'' 
and  point  out  its  advantages.  ^7i4* 

The  common  argument  used  on  this  head — viz.,  that 
the  joung  Queen,  to  whom  the  crown  of  Spain  had  been  Adsww  to 
bequeathed  by  Ferdinand  VII.,  had  been  acknowledged  axgiim«it^ 
by  the  Cortes  and  constitutional  authorities  in  Spain,  hair  of  the 
and  that  we,  a  constitutional  monarchy,  could  not  oppose  Aiiianoe." 
a  sovereign  of  the  people's  choice — ^is  obviously  devoid  of 
foundation.     The  settlement  of  the  crown  of  Spain  on 
the  male  line,  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  was  a  public  act 
guaranteed  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  for  purposes  of 
general  policy,  and  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of 
power.     It  was  meant  to  guard  against  the  precise  dan- 
ger which  has  since  occurred — viz.,  the  marriage  of  a 
Spanish  princess,  heiress-presumptive  to  the  throne,  to 
a  prince  of  France.     Serious  deUberatious,  a  Congress 
of  all  the  powers  which  had  signed  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
were  requisite,  before  the  main   security   it  provided 
against  the  dangers  which  had  rendered  the  War  of  the 
Succession  necessary  was  abandoned.     But  nothing  of 
that  sort  was  thought  of     The  thing  was  done  at  once, 
without  either  congress  or  deliberation,  and  in  defiance 
of  a  solemn  protest  by  Don  Carlos,  as  the  head  of  the 
male  line,  against  such  an  invasion  of  his  rights  and 
those  of  his  family.     The  northern  powers  of  Europe 
have  never  yet  recognised  the  female  line  in  Spain. 
And  yet  the  English  nation  never  seems  to  have  been 
awakened  to  the  impolicy,  as  well  as  bad  faith,  of  these 
proceedings,  till  a  Spanish  princess,  as  the  result  to  be 
naturally  expected  from  such   a  splendid  endowment 
of  English  creation,  dropt  into  the  arms  of  a  prince  of 
France. 

VOL.  II.  2  a 
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CHAP.        But  the  matter  does  not  rest  here  :  it  would  be  well 
^^      for  the  honour  and  future  fate  of  England  if  it  did. 
1714.     We  not  only  recognised  the  Queen  of  Spain  in  defiance 
oar^re   of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  but  we  concluded  with  France 
to^??d^  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  to  uphold  her  and  the  Queen  of 
SytS^"*  Portugal  on  the  throne,  in  opposition  to  the  male  and 
w*iuu*     legitimate  line  in  both  countries.     We  followed  tbis  up 
mffiraonjns-  ^^  ^^  armed  intervention,  to  put  down  the  Carlists  and 
Royalists  in  the  northern  proTinces.     Lord  John  Hay 
was  sent  with  the  royal  marines ;  General  Evans  was 
allowed  to  go  with  ten  thousand  volunteers,  armed  witb 
Tower  muskets,  and  in  the  scarlet  uniform.     Warlike 
stores,  to  the  amount  of  £450,000,  were  sent  to  Queen 
Christina  in  the  space  of  three  years.     We  thus  suc- 
ceeded, after  a  dreadfid  civil  war  of  four  years'  duration, 
in  beating  down  the  heroic  mountaineers  in  the  Basque 
provinces,  and  fixing  a  dynasty  hateful  to  nine-tenths 
of  the  Spanish  nation  on  the  throne  of  Madrid.      Was 
this  non-intervention  ?     Was  this  following  up  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Revolution,  that  every  nation  may  choose 
its  own  dynasty  ?    Did  we  not  rather  imitate  the  conduct 
of  Louis  XIV.,  who,  for  twenty  years,  strove  to  impose 
the   Chevalier  St  George  and  the  Stuart  line  on  an 
unwilling  people  ?    Can  there  be  a  doubt  that,   if  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  had  been  let  alone  by  France 
and  England,  the  revolutionary  dynasty  of  queens,  with 
all  its  attendant  dangers  of  French  princes,  would  long 
since  have  been  sunk  to  the  earth  in  both  parts  of  the 
Peninsula  ?     If  not,  why  did  we  interfere  and  nourish 
for  four  long  years  a  frightful  civil  war  on  the  Ebro  ? 
In  concluding  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and  aiding  the 
Spanish   revolutionists  to  establish  a  queen  upon  the 
throne  of  Madrid,  we  forced  a  hated  dynasty  upon  an 
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unwilling  nation,  as  much  as  the  French  say  the  Allies    chap. 

did,  when,  in  1815,  they  restored  the  Bourbons  to  the    L 

throne  of  France  by  the  force  of  English  and  Prussian  *7i4. 
bayonets.  And  we  acted  not  less  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  of  our  own  Revolution,  than  to  the  national 
faith  pledged  at  Utrecht,  and  the  plainest  national 
interests,  demonstrated  by  the  most  important  events 
of  the  subsequent  period. 

What  we  should  have  done  is  quite  plain.  It  was 
prescribed  alike  by  national  faith  and  public  expedience,  wbat  Eng- 
We  should  have  done  what  Cardinal  Mazarin  did  during  iiave  done 
the  English,  Mr  Pitt  during  the  early  part  of  the  French,  Ln. 
Revolution.  We  should  have  interfered  in  favour  of 
neither  the  one  party  nor  the  other ^  but,  preserving  a 
strict  neutrality,  recognised  and  continued  the  national 
treaties  with  that  government  which  the  nation  ulti- 
mately adopted,  as  the  one  suited  to  the  wishes,  and  pro- 
tective of  the  interests,  of  the  majority  of  its  inhabitants. 
If  driven  by  necessity  to  interfere,  it  should  have  been 
in  support  of  that  line  of  descent  which  our  own  security 
and  the  interests  of  Europe  required,  and  the  faith  of 
treaties  guaranteed,  rather  than  of  that  which  endan- 
gered the  former  and  violated  the  latter.  We  did  none 
of  these  things.  We  interfered,  by  the  weight  of  diplo- 
macy and  the  force  of  arms,  to  force  a  hateful  democratic 
regime  upon  a  people  whose  hearts  were  essentially 
monarchical ;  and  we  succeeded  in  establishing  a  govern- 
ment at  Madrid  against  the  wishes  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  of  the  country. 

We  now  see  the  result.  We  have  received  our  just 
punishment  in  beholding  the  consummation  of  the  Mont- 
pensier  alliance,  and  the  dream  of  Louis  XIV.  and 
Napoleon  realised,  by  the  extension  of  French  influence 
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CHAP,  from  the  Scheldt  to  Gibraltar.  At  one  blow  we  have 
^^'  undone  the  whole  work  of  the  wars  of  the  Succession 
17U.  and  the  Revolution.  We  have  lost,  by  a  single  act,  the 
jnrtpuiish-  fruit  of  the  victories  of  Marlborough  and  the  triumphs 
u°e^w  of  Wellington.  The  barrier  in  the  Netherlands,  the 
"^*^*^  counterpoise  in  the  Peninsula,  have  been  alike  lost^  or 
rather  their  weight  has  been  added  to  the  power  of  our 
enemies.  England  sees  clearly  enough  now  the  erroneous 
policy  in  which  her  rulers  have  got  themselves  involved, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  played  into  the 
hands  of  our  enemies  ;  but  she  does  not  see  as  yet  where 
the  fault  really  lay,  and  of  what  we  really  ought  to  be 
ashamed.  She  is  ashamed  of  having  been  deceived,  but 
not  of  having  been  the  deceiver.  It  is  for  the  latter, 
however,  she  should  really  feel  humiliation.  To  be 
duped  in  negotiation,  as  to  be  outdone  in  love,  is  no 
unusual  occurrence  ;  it  occurs  equally  in  public  and 
private  life,  not  less  to  the  deserving  than  the  unde- 
serving. Diplomatic  cunning  is  frequently  the  re- 
source of  the  weak  against  the  strong,  of  the  perfidious 
against  the  unsuspecting.  To  break  treaties,  oppress 
allies,  and  foment  direful  civil  wars,  for  the  propagation 
of  political  opinions,  or  supposed  party  advantages — 
these  are  the  real  oflFences  for  which  nations  must  answer, 
and  which  call  down  a  righteous  retribution  upon  their 
rulers  and  themselves. 

By  the  course  which  England  has  of  late  years 
England  adoptcd  iu  regard  to  Spain,  she  has  deprived  herself  of 
title  to  com-  all  title  to  complain,  even  of  any  real  violation  of  the 
SioutL^of  Treaty  of  Utrecht  by  any  other  power.  Having  set  the 
of  Utrecht,  first  cxamplc  of  setting  aside  its  provisions,  in  the  essen- 
tial article  of  the  succession  to  the  throne,  she  can  no 
longer  with  efibct  upbraid  France  for  infringement  of  it 
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in  inferior  particulars.     But  in  truth,  Louis  Philippe,  in     chap. 

the  Montpensier  marriage,  violated  none  of  the  provisions    L 

of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht :  whether  he  deviated  from  any  ^^^*- 
promises  made  at  the  Ch&teau  d'Eu  is  a  matter  of 
comparatively  little  importance,  concerning  which  the 
statesmen  of  the  two  countries  are  at  variance.  There 
is  no  prohibition  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  of  the  mar- 
riage of  French  princes  with  Spanish  princesses,  or  vice 
versd ;  there  is  not  a  word  said  about  such  marriages  at 
all.  It  was  as  unnecessary  as  it  would  have  been  ungra- 
cious ;  for  when  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Madrid 
was  strictly  entailed  on  heirs  male,  no  prince  of  the 
French  blood,  by  marrying  an  Infanta  of  Spain,  could 
endanger  the  peace  of  Europe  by  succeeding,  through 
her,  to  the  throne.  Accordingly,  numerous  instances 
have  since  occurred  of  such  marriages,  without  their 
having  excited  any  attention,  or  been  ever  deemed 
infringements  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht.* 

But  when  England  joined  with  France,  in  1834,  to 
alter  the  order  of  succession  in  Spain,  and  to  force  a 

*  Such  marriages  between  French  princes  and  Spanish  princesses  took 
place  on  the  21st  January  1721,  and  the  25th  August  1739 ;  and  on  the  23d 
January  1745,  the  Dauphin  of  France  married  the  princess  who,  but  for  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  excluding  the  female  line,  would  haye  been  heiress  of  the 
crown  of  Spain.  But  on  none  of  these  occasions  was  it  ever  supposed  any 
infringement  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  had  taken  place,  or  any  danger  to  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  had  occurred.  Kay,  Louis  XV.  was  publicly, 
and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  Europe,  affianced,  early  in  life,  to 
the  Infanta  of  Spain.  The  Spanish  princess  was  brought  and  lived  long  at 
Versailles,  in  order  to  be  initiated  into  the  duties  of  French  royalty ;  and  the 
match  was  at  length  broken  off,  not  from  any  remonstrance  on  the  part  of 
the  English  ambassador  or  the  diplomatic  body  in  Europe,  but  because  the 
princess  being  six  years  younger  than  the  French  king,  who  was  nineteen 
years  of  age,  his  subjects  were  too  impatient  for  his  marriage — were  too  im- 
patient to  wait  till  it  could  with  propriety  be  solemnised ;  and  ho  married, 
in  consequence,  Maria  Leckzinski,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Poland. — See  Dk 
Tocqueyille's  Hut.  de  Louis  XV.,  i.,  p.  172. 
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oHAP.    dynasty  of  queens^  surrounded  by  Republican  institu- 
^^'      tions,  on  an  unwilling  people,   the  case  was   entirely 
*7**-     altered.     The  marriage  of  a  prince  of  France  with  an 
OiMt '      infanta  of  Spain  became  then  a  matter  of  the  very 
vM^the    highest  importance ;  it  threatened  the  precise  danger 
Sthefe-*****  which  the  War  of  the  Succession  was  undertaken  to 
foriJ^e  avert,  which  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  was  concluded  to 
madSTnthis  prcvcnt,  though  it  did  so  only  imperfectly.     There  is, 
theTnte^rts  indeed,   in   that   treaty   the  most   express   prohibition 
^w«^!      against  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  being  united  on 
the  same  head ;  but  that  is  neither  the  real  danger  to 
be  dreaded,  nor  has  England  left  herself  any  means  of 
preventing  it.     It  is  the  "  Family  Alliance  '^  now  con- 
cluded which  is  the  real  evil ;  and  if  the  succession  to 
the  Spanish  crown  should  open  to  any  future  King  of 
the  French,  in  consequence  of  it,  how  could  we,  who, 
in  defiance  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  have  opened  to 
the  Infanta  the  succession  to  the  throne,  object  to  his 
ascending  it  1     We  have  fallen  into  the  pit  which  we 
ourselves  dug;    we  have  been   punished  by  the  work 
of  our  own  hands — another  among  the  numerous  proofs 
which   contemporary  as  well  as  past  history  affords, 
that  there  is  a  moral  superintendence  of  the  affairs  of 
men,  and  that  great  violations  of  national  duty  work 
out,  in  the  national  consequences  to  which  they  lead,  a 
just  retribution  upon  the  third  and  fourth  generations. 
The  subsequent  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
The  daigor  govcmment  of  France  has  neither  removed  nor  alleviated 
uh  amawe  thcsc  daugcrs.     The  Orleans  dynasty  may  be  dispos- 
by"the  hi   sessed  from  the  throne  ;  a  llepublic  may  succeed ;  a  con- 
J848/  *"    sul  or  a  president  may  wield  its  power  instead  of  a  king 
— it  is  the  same  :  the  evil  has  been  done,  and  cannot  be 
undone.     A  family  compact  may  subsist  equally  between 
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affiliated  republics  as  between  connected  sovereigns ;  a    ohap. 
revolutionary  dynasty  will  never  fail  on  a  crisis  to  look      ^^' 
for  support  in  governments  having  the  same  origin,  and     i7U. 
actuated  by  the  same  interests.     They  will  never  cease 
to  regard  England  with  envy  and  jealousy,  the  greater, 
because  she  has  achieved  a  combination  of  general  free- 
dom with  stability  of  government,  which  they  have  been 
unable  to  eflfect.    When  a  war  of  opinion  arises — as  arise 
it  will  and  must  in  Europe — the  revolutionary  govern- 
ments will   adhere  to  each  other,  and  their  hostility 
will   be   mainly   directed   against   this   country.      By 
establishing  a  revolutionary  government  on  the  thrones 
of  the  Peninsula,  we  secured  a  cordial  and  steady  ally 
to  France  in  every  contest  that  may  arise  with  the  legi- 
timate powers ;  the  family  compact  between  France  and 
Spain,  which  Harley  and  Bolingbroke  bequeathed,  by  the 
peac«  of  Utrecht,  to  these  powers  in  the  eighteenth,  will 
be  succeeded  by  a  national  compact^  from  the  policy  of 
Grey  and  Palmerston  in  forming  the  Quadruple  Alliance, 
in  the  nineteenth  century.     When  England  next  faces 
her  Continental  foes,  and  contends  for  her  existence 
on  the  waves,  whether  her  enemies  are  directed  by  an 
emperor,  a  king,  a  president,  or  a  consul,  the  fleets  by 
which  she  will  be  menaced  will  issue  not  only  from 
Brest  and  Cherburg,  but  from  Antwerp  and  Ostend, 
from  Ferrol  and  Cadiz ;  and  her  faithful  allies,  in  her 
greatest  and  most  glorious  struggle,  will,  by  her  own 
act,  be  converted  into  her  bitterest  and  most  formidable 
enemies. 
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CHAPTER    XII. 


MARLBOROUGH — ^EUGENE — FREDERICK — ^NAPOLEON — ^WELLINOTON. 

CHAP.  The    extraordinary    merit    of   Marlborough's   military 

L  talents  will  not  be  duly  appreciated,  unless  the  peculiar 

*'^^-  nature  of  the  contest  he  was  called  on  to  direct,  and 
1. 

cban^in  the  charactcr  which  it  assumed  in  his  time,  is   taken 

ofVw  in"  into  consideration.     The  era  of  feudalism  had  ceased — 

rougher  at  least  so  far  as  the  raising  of  a  military  force  by  its 


time. 


machinery  was  concerned.  Louis  XIV.,  indeed,  when 
pressed  for  men,  more  than  once  summoned  the  ban 
and  the  arridre  ban  of  France  to  his  standards,  and  he 
always  had  a  gallant  array  of  feudal  nobility  in  his  ante* 
chambers,  or  around  his  headquarters.  But  war,  both  on 
his  part  and  on  that  of  his  antagonists,  was  carried  on, 
generally  speaking,  with  standing  armies,  and  supported 
by  the  belligerent  state.  The  vast,  though  generally 
tumultuary,  array  which  the  Plantagenet  or  Valois 
sovereigns  summoned  to  their  support,  but  which,  bound 
only  to  serve  for  forty  days,  generally  disappeared  before 
a  few  months  of  hostilities  were  over,  could  no  longer  be 
relied  on.  The  modern  system,  invented  by  Revolution- 
ary France,  of  making  war  maintain  war,  and  sending 
forth  starving  multitudes  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to 
subsist    by  the    plunder  of  the  adjoining   states,    was 
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unknown.     The  national  passions  had  not  been  roused,     ohap. 

which  alone  could  bring  it  into  operation.     The  decline     

of  the  feudal  system  forbade  the  hope  that  contests  ^7'*- 
could  be  maintained  by  the  chiyalrous  attachment  of  a 
faithful  nobility  :  the  democratic  spirit  had  not  been 
so  aroused  as  to  supply  its  place  by  popular  fervour. 
Religious  passions,  indeed,  had  been  strongly  excited; 
but  they  had  prompted  men  rather  to  suffer  than  to  act : 
the  disputations  of  the  pulpit  were  their  natural  arena ; 
in  the  last  extremity,  they  were  more  allied  to  the 
resignation  of  the  martyr  than  the  heroism  of  the  sol- 
dier. Between  the  feudal  and  the  democratic  eras 
there  extended  a  long  period  of  above  a  century  and  a 
half,  during  which  governments  had  acquired  the  force, 
and  mainly  relied  on  the  power,  of  standing  armies ;  but 
the  resources  at  their  disposal  for  the  support  of  these 
were  so  limited  that  the  greatest  economy  in  the  hus- 
banding both  of  men  and  money  was  indispensable. 

Richard  Coeur-de-Lion,  Edward  III.,  and  Henry  V., 
were  the  models  of  feudal  leaders,  and  their  wars  were  Natur*  of 
a  faithful  mirror  of  the  feudal  contests.  Setting  forth  wm 
at  the  head  of  a  force,  which,  if  not  formidable  in  point 
of  numbers,  was  generally  extremely  so  from  equip- 
ment and  the  use  of  arms,  the  nobles  around  them 
were  generally  too  proud  and  high-spirited  to  decline 
a  combat,  even  on  any  possible  terms  of  disadvantage. 
They  took  the  field,  as  the  knights  went  to  a  champ  cloSy 
to  engage  their  adversaries  in  single  conflict;  and  it 
was  deemed  equally  dishonourable  to  retire  without 
fighting  from  the  one  as  the  other.  But  they  had  no 
permanent  force  at  their  disposal  to  secure  a  lasting 
result,  even  from  the  greatest  victories.  The  conquest  of 
a  petty  province,  a  diminutive  fortress,  was  often  their 
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CHAP,  onlj  result.  Hence  the  desperate  battles,  so  memorable 
^"'  in  warlike  annals,  which  they  fought,  and  hence  the 
^^^^'  miserable  and  almost  nugatory  results  which  almost 
invariably  followed  the  greatest  triumphs,  Cressy,  Poic- 
tiers,  and  Azincour,  followed  by  the  expulsion  of  the 
English  from  France ;  Methven  and  Dunbar,  by  their 
ignominious  retreat  from  Scotland ;  Ascalon  and  Ptole- 
mais,  by  their  being  driven  from  the  Holy  Land,  must 
immediately  occur  to  every  reader.  This  state  of  war 
necessarily  imprinted  a  corresponding  character  on  the 
feudal  generals.  They  were  high-spirited  and  daring  in 
action — often  skilful  in  tactics — generally  ignorant  of 
strategy — covetous  of  military  renown,  but  careless  of 
national  advancement — and  often  more  solicitous  to 
conquer  an  adversary  in  single  conflict,  than  to  reduce  a 
fortress  or  win  a  province. 

But  when  armies  were  raised  at  the  expense,  not  of 
Great*        uoblcs,  but  of  kiugs — whcu  their  cost  became  a  lasting 
whenlnnies  aud  hcavy  drain  on  the  royal  exchequer,  and  they  were 
by  Govern-  y^t   felt  to   bc   iudispeusable   to   national  security  — 
™*'**'        sovereigns  grew  desirous  of  a  more  durable  and  profit- 
able result  from  their  victories.    Standing  armies,  though 
commonly   powerful — often    irresistible   when   accumu- 
lated in   large  bodies — were  yet  extremely  expensire. 
Their  expense  was  felt  the  more  from  the  great  diflSculty 
of  getting  the  people  in  every  country,  at  that  period, 
to  submit  to  any  considerable  amount  of  direct  taxation. 
More  than  one  flourishing  province  had  been  lost,  or 
powerful  monarchy  overturned,  in  the  attempt  to  increase 
such  burdens ;  as,  for  example,  the  loss  of  Holland  to 
Spain,  and  the  execution  of  Charles  I.  in  England.     In 
this  dilemma,  arising  from  the  experienced  necessity  of 
raising  standing  armies  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  extreme 
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diflSciilty  of  permanently  providing  for  them  on  the  other,  chap. 
the  only  resource  was  to  spare  both  the  blood  of  the  ^"' 
soldiers  and  the  expenses  of  the  government  as  much  as  ^714. 
possible.  Durable  conquests,  acquisitions  of  towns  and 
provinces  which  could  yield  revenues  and  furnish  men, 
became  the  great  object  of  ambition.  The  point  of  feudal 
honour  was  forgotten  in  the  inanity  of  its  consequences ; 
the  benefits  of  modem  conquests  were  felt  in  the  reality 
of  their  results.  A  methodicai  cautious  system  of  war 
was  thus  made  imperative  upon  generals  by  the  necessities 
of  their  situation,  and  the  objects  expected  from  them 
by  their  respective  governments.  To  risk  little  and  gain 
much,  became  the  great  object :  skill  and  stratagem 
gradually  took  the  place  of  reckless  daring;  and  the 
reputation  of  a  general  came  to  be  measured  rather 
by  the  permanent  addition  which,  at  a  little  cost  in 
men  or  money,  his  successes  made  to  the  revenues  of  his 
sovereign,  than  by  the  note  with  which  the  trumpet  of 
Fame  proclaimed  his  own  exploits. 

Turenne  was  the  first,  and,  in  his  day,  the  greatest 
general  in  this  new  and  scientific  system  of  war.     He  Tonenn* 
first  applied  to  the  military  art  the  resources  of  prudent  this  ly^tem, 
foresight,   deep   thought,   and   profound   combination ;  ^to^^U 
and  the  results  of  his  successes  completely  justified  the 
discernment  which  had  prompted  Louis  XIV.  to  place 
him  at  the  head  of  his  armies.     His  methodical  and  far- 
seeing  campaigns  in  Flanders,  Franche-Comtd,  Alsace, 
and  Lorraine,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  that 
monarch,  added   these   valuable  provinces   of  France, 
which  have  never  since  been  lost.     His  conquests  have 
proved  more  durable  than  those  of  the  great  Emperor, 
all  of  which  were  lost  during  the  lifetime  of  their  author. 
Napoleon's  legions  passed  like  a  desolating  whirlwind 
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CHAP,    over  Europe,  but  they  gave  only  fleeting  celebrity,  and 

^"'      entailed  lasting  wounds  on  France.     Turenne's  slow,  or 

^714.     iQore  methodical  and  cautious  conquests,  have  proved 

lasting  acquisitions  to  the  monarchy.     Nancy  still  owns 

the  French  allegiance  ;  Besan^on  and  Strasbourg  are  to 

this  day  two  of  its  frontier  fortresses;  Lille  is  yet  a 

leading  stronghold  in  its  iron  barrier.     Napoleon,  it  is 

well  known,  had  the  highest  possible  opinion  of  Turenne. 

He  was  disposed  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  modem 

1  Sm  Mon-  generals  :  and  his  very  interesting  analysis  of  his  cam- 

tholoD,  VOL     °     .  ,    '  ,  1  .  .  r     1   .       .  Ill 

i.  p.  74, 85.  paigns  IS  not  the  least  important  part  of  nis  mvaluable 
memoirs.^ 

Conde,  though  living  in  the  same  age,  and  alternately 

Character  the  cucmy  and  comrade  of  Turenne,  belonged  to  a  totally 
different  class  of  generals,  and,  indeed,  seemed  to  per- 
tain to  another  age  of  the  world.  He  was  wanned  by 
the  spirit  of  chivalry  ;  he  bore  its  terrors  on  his  sword's 
point.  Heart  and  soul  he  was  heroic.  Like  Clive  or 
Alexander,  he  was  consumed  by  that  thirst  for  fame, 
that  ardent  passion  for  glorious  achievements,  which  is 
the  invariable  characteristic  of  elevated,  and  the  most 
inconceivable  quality  to  ordinary  minds.  In  the  pro- 
secution of  tliis  object  no  diflficulties  could  deter,  no 
dangers  daunt  him.  Though  his  spirit  was  chivalrous, 
though  cavalry  was  the  ai*m  which  suited  his  genius, 
and  in  which  he  chiefly  delighted,  he  brought  to  the 
military  art  the  might  of  genius  and  the  resources  of 
art ;  and  no  man  could  make  better  use  of  the  power 
which  the  expiring  spirit  of  feudality  bequeathed  to  its 
scientific  successors.  He  destroyed  the  Spanish  infantry 
at  Rocroy  and  Lens,  not  by  mere  desultory  charges  of  the 
French  horse,  but  by  efforts  of  that  gallant  body  as  skil- 
fully directed  as  those  by  which  Hannibal  overthrew  the 
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Roman  legions  at  Trasymene  and  Cannse.     His  genius     chap. 
was  animated  by  the  spirit  of  the  fourteenth,  but  it  was      ^"' 
guided  by  the  knowledge  of  the  seventeenth,  century.  ^^w. 

Bred  in  the  school  of  Turenne,  placed,  like  him,  at 
the  head  of  a  force  raised  with  difficulty,  and  maintained  Pecniitf 
with  still  greater  trouble,  Marlborough  was  the  greatest  Maribo- 
general  of  the  methodical  or  scientific  school  which  gSL?  * 
modern  Europe  has  produced.  He  united  the  combina- 
tions of  Turenne  to  the  daring  of  Cond^.  No  man  knew 
better  the  importance  of  deeds  which  fascinate  the  minds 
of  men  ;  none  could  decide  quicker,  or  strike  harder, 
when  the  proper  time  for  doing  so  arrived.  None,  when 
the  decisive  crisis  of  the  struggle  approached,  could 
expose  his  person  more  fearlessly,  or  lead  his  reserves 
more  gallantly  into  the  very  hottest  of  the  enemy's  fire. 
To  his  combined  intrepidity  and  quickness  in  thus 
bringing  the  reserves,  at  the  decisive  moment,  into  action, 
all  his  wonderful  victories,  and  in  particular  Ramilies 
and  Malplaquet,  are  to  be  ascribed.  But,  in  the  ordi- 
nary case,  he  preferred  the  bloodless  methods  of  skill 
and  arrangement.  Combination  was  his  great  forte ; 
and  in  this  he  was  not  exceeded  by  Napoleon  himself. 
To  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  real  point  of  attack — to 
perplex  him  by  marches  and  countermarches — to  assume 
and  constantly  maintain  the  initiative — to  win  by  skill 
what  could  not  be  achieved  by  force,  was  his  great 
delight  ;  and  in  that,  the  highest  branch  of  the  military 
art,  he  was  unrivalled  in  modern  times.  He  did  not 
despise  stratagem.  Like  Hannibal,  he  resorted  to  that 
arm  frequently,  and  with  never-failing  success.  His 
campaigns,  in  that  respect,  bear  a  closer  resemblance  to 
those  of  the  illustrious  Carthaginian  than  to  those  of  any 
general  in  modern  Europe.     Like  him,  too,  his  adminis- 


and  address. 
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CHAP,  trative  and  diplomatic  qualities  were  equal  to  his  mili- 
^"'  tarj  powers.  Bj  his  winning  manners  he  retained  in 
^71*.  unwilling,  but  still  effective  union,  an  alliance^  unwieldy 
from  its  magnitude,  and  discordant  by  its  jealousies  ; 
and  kept,  in  willing  multitudes,  around  his  standards,  a 
colluvies  omnium  gentium^  of  various  languages,  habits, 
and  religion — held  in  subjection  by  nothing  else  but  the 
strong  bond  of  admiration  for  their  general,  and  a  desire 
to  share  in  his  triumphs. 

Consummate  address,  and  never-failing  prudence, 
Hisextrar  especially  characterised  the  English  commander.  With 
prudence  such  judgment  did  he  measure  his  strength  against 
that  of  his  adversary — so  skilfully  did  he  choose  the 
points  of  attack,  whether  in  strategy  or  tactics — so  well 
weighed  were  all  his  enterprises,  and  so  admirably  pre- 
pared the  means  of  carrying  them  into  execution,  that 
none  of  his  arrangements  ever  miscarried.  It  was  a 
common  saying  at  the  time,  and  the  preceding  narrative 
amply  justifies  it,  that  he  never  fought  a  battle  which 
he  did  not  gain,  nor  laid  siege  to  a  town  which  he  did 
not  take.  This  extraordinary  and  unbroken  success 
extended,  during  nine  campaigns,  to  all'  his  manoeuvres, 
however  trivial ;  and  it  has  been  already  noticed,  that 
the  first  disaster  of  any  moment  which  occurred  to  his 
arms  during  that  long  period,  so  chequered  with  disaster 
to  others,  was  the  destruction  of  a  convoy  destined  for 
tlie  siege  of  St  Venant,  in  October  1710,  by  one  of 
Villars'  detachments.  A  combination  of  daring  in  de- 
sign, with  caution  and  wisdom  in  execution,  was  his 
great  characteristic.  Tlie  councils  of  war  and  the  field 
deputies  of  Holland,  to  wliom  he  submitted  his  projects 
for  consideration,  never  failed  to  object  to  them  from 
the  extreme  hazard  with  which  they  were  attended ; 
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subsequent  times  have  supposed  that  thej  must  have    chap. 

been  attended  with  no  hazard,  from  the  uniform  success    L 

with  which  thej  were  carried  out.     It  was  the  admir-      ^7H. 
able  powers  of  arrangement  and  combination  which  he 
brought  to  bear  on  all  parts  of  his  armj,  equally  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  which  was  the  cause  of  this 
extraordinary  and  uninterrupted  success. 

He  was  often  outnumbered  by  the  enemy,  and  was 
always  opposed  by  a  homogeneous  army,  animated  by  Though  in- 
one  strong  national  and  military  spirit ;  while  he  was  fon^heai- 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  discordant  array  of  many  ullld^e' 
diflferent  nations,  some  of  them  with  little  turn  for  war- 
like exploit,  others  lukewarm,  or  even  treacherous  in  the 
cause.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  he  never  lost  the 
ascendant.  From  the  time  when  he  first  began  the  war 
on  the  banks  of  the  Maese  in  1702,  till  his  military 
career  was  closed  in  1711,  within  the  iron  barrier  of 
France,  by  the  intrigues  of  his  political  opponents  at 
home,  he  never  abandoned  the  initiative.  He  was  con- 
stantly on  the  ofibnsive.  When  inferior  in  force,  as  he 
often  was,  he  supplied  the  deficiency  of  military  strength 
by  skill  and  combination  :  when  his  position  was  en- 
dangered by  the  errors  or  treachery  of  others,  as  was 
still  more  frequently  the  case,  he  waited  till  a  false  move 
on  the  part  of  his  adversaries  enabled  him  to  retrieve 
his  afi^airs  by  some  brilliant  and  decisive  stroke.  It  was 
thus  that  he  restored  the  war  in  Germany,  after  the 
cause  of  the  Emperor  had  been  wellnigh  ruined,  by 
means  of  the  brilliant  cross-march  into  Bavaria,  and  the 
splendid  victory  at  Blenheim.  Thus  also  he  gained 
Flanders  for  the  Archduke  by  the  stroke  at  Ramilies, 
when  the  affairs  of  the  Allies  there  wore  the  most  unpro- 
mising aspect ;  and  regained  it  at  Oudenarde,  after  the 


884  THE  LIFS  OF 

oHAP.  Imperial  cause  in  that  quarter  bad  been  all  but  lost  hj 
^"'  the  treacherous  surrender  of  Ghent  and  Bruges^  in  the 
1714.     yery  centre  of  his  water-communications. 

War,  in   the  days  of  Marlborough,  was  a  totally 
Vwimt  of    different  art  from  what  it  had  been,  or  afterwards  be* 

mx  in  the 

tisMof  came.  The  conqueror  neither  swept  oyer  the  world 
nwi^  with  the  fierce  tempest  of  Scythian  war,  nor  mastered 
it  by  the  steady  superiority  of  Roman  discipline.  No 
Tehement  and  universal  passions  had  brought  whole 
nations  into  the  field  ;  mankind  were  roused  neither  by 
the  fanaticism  of  Mahommedan  delusion,  nor  by  the 
dreams  of  French  democracy.  Europe  had  not  risen  up 
as  one  man  to  shake  off  the  cruel  despotism  of  a  Napo- 
leon. The  forces  of  the  powers  on  either  side  were  rery 
nearly  matched ;  and  the  armies  which  their  generals  led 
into  action  were  almost  constantly  equal  to  each  other. 
Any  superiority  that  did  exist  in  point  of  numbers  was 
almost  invariably  on  the  side  of  the  French  ;  and,  in 
the  homogeneous  quality  of  their  troops,  they  always 
had  the  advantage.  Success  in  these  nicely-balanced 
circumstances  could  be  gained  only  by  superiority  of 
skill ;  and  the  smiles  of  fortune  were  reserved,  not  for 
the  most  daring,  but  the  most  judicious.  A  campaign 
resembled  a  protracted  game  at  chess  between  two 
players  of  nearly  equal  ability,  in  which  the  antagonists 
set  out  at  first  uniformly  with  equal  forces,  and  the  vic- 
tory could  only  be  gained  by  a  skilful  plan  laid  on  the 
one  side,  or  the  felicitous  advantage  taken  of  a  false 
move  on  the  other.  The  campaigns  of  Marlborough 
and  Villars  or  Vend6me  were  exactly  of  this  descrip- 
tion. And  perhaps  in  no  other  contests,  since  the 
dawn  of  the  military  art,  was  so  much  talent  exerted 
by  the  commanders  on  either  side,  or  was  success  so 
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evidentlj  the  result  of  the  superior  generabhip  of  the    chap. 
one  who  in  the  end  proved  victorious.  ^"' 

Prudence  and  circumspection  in  the  conduct  of  such  a      ^'^**- 
war  were  not  less  imposed  on  Marlborough  by  his  situa-  Cireum^ 
tion  than  they  were  in  unison  with  his  character.     The  wu  i'^im 
general  of  a  coalition  has  one  duty  which  beyond  all 
others  it  behoves  him  to  discharge,  and  that  is,  if  possible, 
to  avoid  disaster.     The  leader  of  the  troops  of  a  popular 
state  must  always  regard  his  domestic  enemies  at  home 
at  least  as  formidable  as  those  to  whom  he  is  opposed 
in  the  field.     They  proved  more  so  to  Marlborough  ;  he 
conquered  France  and  Louis  XIV.,  but  be  was  over- 
turned by  the  Tories  and  Bolingbroke.     Such  are  the 
jealousies  of  governments,  so  diverse  and  opposite  the 
interests  of  nations,  that  a  ooalitioD,  onle^  in  the  tumuli 
of  unhoped-for  success,  or  under  the  terrors  of  ixatant 
danger,  is  always  on  the  verge  of  dihboluiion.    It  proii^ 
so  both  with  that  which   Marlborough  led.   aud   tiia: 
which  Castlereagh  guided.     A  hingle  coualu'^tuiH*.  (U^ 
aster  at  once  breakb  it  up.     LoDg-c^iUtiijued  Huv:fmtr  i^ 
averting  danger,  has  not  lebt  ceruiulv  tiii  ttuitJi-  (4fiui%, 
Of  every  coalition  it  may  be  trul  v  baid..  ae  ^'klUuniout 
in  a  moment  of  irritatiou,   baid  uf  tU  tJigii»h  HiiAi^i 
that  it  "  is  liable  to  be  diawiked  if<f\^ttf  h  ^^'^K^  "^ 
defeat."     The  general  of  a  wM^i^y  '*  tviia£Aiii/> 
surrounded  by  lukevarui  «d&Ai  */W^  '«**(»  i*'  ''**^  *'^^ 
and   envenomed   d<>iwjt3tiirt:  btiiaiu^  '«^/   -"^  ■'**^    '"'• 
Such  was  the  ix«Jtk«i  ^A  MariJww^'^'  '■'^'^'^'  ""   '  •'  *'j 
afterwards,  was  the  Mtaatioa  ot  MreJinfe:--     ^  .-/.. .  i, 
success  was  to  both  tlio  tomtoiw*  =-•  tic-  \i,4i. 

borough   was  ruined  hy  ^^   '^*^V.'  . 

campaign    of    1711  \    ^^e^jo^-    ; 

the  retreat  from   Tm^^-^    -     ■*''' 

VOI^  If. 


386  THE   LIFE   OF 

CHAP,     of  the   defeats    from    which    Frederick   or    Napoleon 

L    recovered,  and   which  were  the  price  at  which   they 

^^^^*  purchased  their  astonishing  triumphs,  would,  fix)m 
the  clamour  they  raised  at  home,  have  destroyed 
Marlborough  or  Wellington.  A  despotic  monarch  com- 
manding his  own  armies  can  afford  to  be  daring  in 
the  field,  for  he  has  to  take  counsel  only  from  the 
intrepidity  of  his  own  breast ;  the  general  of  a  ooali* 
tion  must  be  circumspect,  for  he  is  dependant  on  the 
fears,  and  liable  to  be  thwarted  by  the  jealousies,  of 
others. 

The  same  necessity  was  the  cause  of  the  adoption  of 
He  wM  the  system  of  sieges,  and  of  the  fixing  of  the  war  in 
to^pt  the  Flanders,  which  formed  such  striking  features  in  the 
n^Lid  military  career  of  Marlborough.     This  matter  has  been 

fix  the  wftr 

in  Flanders,  the  subject  of  oxtraordiuary  misconception,  and  un* 
bounded  misrepresentation,  from  the  contemporary 
period  to  the  present  time.  It  was  said,  that,  in  attack- 
ing the  enemy  in  the  Low  Countries,  he  took  the  bull 
by  the  horns,  while  in  assaulting  him  from  Lorraine  or 
Alsace,  he  would  have  taken  him  on  his  defenceless 
side  ;  and  the  successful  results  of  the  inyasions  of  1814 
and  1815  are  referred  to  as  proving  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  disregarding  frontier  fortresses,  and  striking 
at  once  at  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  power.  Those 
who  make  these  remarks  would  do  well  to  consider 
what  force  Marlborough  had  at  his  disposal  to  make 
such  a  daring  invasion.  He  was  almost  constantly 
inferiai'  to  the  enemy's  army  immediately  opposed  to 
him.  The  successes  which  he  gained  were  entirely 
the  result  of  superior  skill  in  strategy  or  tactics  on  his 
part ;  their  constant  recurrence  made  men  forget,  and 
has  made  posterity  forget,  the  extraordinary  difficulties 
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which  had  to  be  overcome  before  thej  were  attained,    chap. 
If  we  would  see  what  would  have  been  the  issue  of  the      ^^'' 
war  if  his  tutelary  arm  and  far-seeing  genius  had  been     ^7u. 
awanting,  we  have  onlj  to  look  at  Denain   and  the 
campaign  of  1712,  even  when  the   ardent  genius  of 
Eugene  directed  the  Allied  forces. 

To  have  invaded  a  compact  monarchy  like  France, 
possessing  such  vast  military  resources,  and  animated  by  Dangen  of 
80  strong  a  military  spirit,  with  an  inferior  force,  leaving  Ijli^SH^^ 
the  whole  triple  line  of  frontier  fortresses  behind,  would 
have  been  to  expose  the  Allied  army  to  certain  destruc- 
tion. It  must  have  left  half  its  numbers  behind  to 
blockade  the  fortresses  and  keep  up  the  communica- 
tions ;  the  enemy's  force,  by  falling  back  to  the  centre 
of  his  resources,  would  have  been  doubled.  Arrived  on 
the  Oise,  Marlborough  would  have  found  himself  with 
fifty  thousand  men  in  presence  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand. The  result  of  the  invasions  of  Germany  in  1 704 
by  Tallard,  of  France  in  1 792  by  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, of  Russia  in  1812  by  Napoleon,  demonstrate  the 
extreme  danger  of  penetrating  into  an  enemy's  country, 
even  with  the  greatest  force,  without  adequate  regard 
to  the  communications  of  the  invading  army.  The 
cases  of  1814  and  1815,  when  a  million  of  experienced 
soldiers  fell  on  a  single  and  exhausted  state,  is  the 
exception,  not  the  rule;  and  their  narrow  escape  from 
defeat  in  the  first  of  these  years  proves  the  hazard  of 
such  a  proceeding.  By  assailing  France  on  the  side 
of  the  Low  Countries,  and  working  by  degrees  through 
its  iron  frontier,  Marlborough  took  the  only  certain  way 
of  bringing  down  its  power,  because  he  secured  his  rear 
as  he  advanced,  and  reduced  the  enem/s  strength  by 
the  successive  captures  of  the  frontier  garrisons,  till, 
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CHAP,     when  the  line  was  broken  through ,  like  a  knight  when 
^^''      his  armour  was  uncased,  it  lay  without  defence. 
*^^^-         Lord   Chesterfield,   who   knew   him  well,  said  that 

13 

Reasons      MarlboFOUgh  was  a  man  of  excellent  parts,  and  strong 
urough^s    good  sense,  but  of  no  verj  shining  genius.     The  nnin- 

frenioa  was     .  ,     ■%  n  ^  •  •  i  '"jx 

underrated  temiptcd  succcss  01  his  Campaigns,  however,  joined  to 
the  unexampled  address  with  which  he  allayed  the 
jealousies  and  stilled  the  discords  of  the  confederacy 
whose  armies  he  led,  decisively  demonstrates  that  the 
polished  earl's  opinion  was  not  a  just  one,  and  that  his 
partiality  for  the  graces  led  him  to  ascribe  an  undue 
influence  in  the  great  duke's  career  to  the  inimitable 
suavity  and  courtesy  of  his  manner.  His  enterprises 
and  stratagems,  his  devices  to  deceive  the  enemy,  and 
counterbalance  inferiority  of  force  by  superiority  of  con- 
duct ;  the  eagle  eye  which  in  the  decisive  moment  he 
brought  to  bear  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  in  person  he  struck  the  final  blow  from 
which  the  enemy  never  recovered,  bespeak  the  intuitive 
genius  of  war.  It  was  the  admirable  balance  of  his 
mental  qualities  which  caused  his  originality  to  be 
undervalued  :  no  one  power  stood  out  in  such  bold  relief 
as  to  overshadow  all  the  others,  and  rivet  the  eye  by 
the  magnitude  of  its  proportions.  Thus  his  consummate 
judgment  made  the  world  overlook  his  invention  ;  his 
uniform  prudence  caused  his  daring  to  be  forgotten  ; 
his  incomparable  combinations  often  concealed  the  capa- 
cious mind  which  had  put  the  whole  in  motion.  He 
was  so  invariably  successful  that  men  forgot  how  difficult 
it  is  always  to  succeed  in  war.  It  was  not  till  he  was 
withdrawn  from  the  conduct  of  the  campaign,  when 
disaster  immediately  attended  the  Allied  arms,  and 
France  resumed  the  ascendant  over  the  coalition,  that 
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Europe  became  sensible  who  had  been  its  soul,  and  how     chap. 
much  had  been  lost  when  his  mighty  understanding  was      ^"' 
no  longer  at  the  head  of  affairs.  ^'^^^ 

Lord  Bolingbroke,  whose  great  abilities  caused  him 
to  discern  exalted  merit,  eyen  through  all  the  mists  of  He  was  tiM 
party  prejudice,  said  that  Marlborough  was  the  "per-  ofgenim 
fection  of  genius,  matured  by  experience.'*  He  did  not  exp«rieiiee. 
say  by  knowledge.  This  was  really  his  character  : 
Bolingbroke  has  said  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
truth.  Marlborough  had  received  a  very  limited  educa- 
tion ;  he  had  never  been  at  a  university ;  he  had  none 
of  the  varied  and  extensive  erudition  which  enriched 
the  minds  of  his  great  rivals  in  politics,  St  John  and 
Harley.  Thrown  into  the  guards  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
having  been  previously  only  at  a  grammar  school,  and 
afterwards  a  page  to  the  Duke  of  York,  he  entered 
upon  life  without  any  of  the  vast  advantages  which 
knowledge  affords.  What  he  subsequently  gained  was 
acquired  in  courts  and  camps.  It  is  the  strongest  proof 
of  the  extraordinary  strength  and  sagacity  of  his  mind, 
that  with  such  limited  advantages  he  became  what  he 
was — the  first  in  arms,  and  second  to  none  in  politics,  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  made  admirable  use  of 
the  opportunities  he  afterwards  enjoyed.  In  the  school 
of  Turenne  he  imbibed  the  art  of  war  ;  in  the  palace  of 
St  James's  he  learned  the  mysteries  of  courts;  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  at  the  Hague,  he  became  master 
of  the  art  of  diplomacy.  In  these  varied  situations  he 
acquired  the  knowledge,  of  all  others  the  most  valuable, 
which  can  nowhere  be  learned  so  well,  because  nowhere 
is  its  weakness  so  clearly  brought  out  by  temptation — 
that  of  the  world  and  the  human  heart.  His  career 
affords  the  most  striking  proof  of  how  much  the  real 


manner. 
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oHAP.     education  of  every  mind  depends  npon  itself,  and  how 

^"'      much  it  is  in  the  power  of  strong  sense,  accompanied 

1714.     by  vigilant  observation  in  after  life,  to  compensate  the 

want  of  those  advantages  which,  under  more  fayourable 

circumstances,  often  give  to  early  youth  the  benefit  of 

the  acquirements  and  experience  of  others. 

A  most  inadequate  opinion  would  be  formed  of  Marl- 
Hit  gr<^t  borough's  mental  character,  if  his  military  exploits  alone 
nutvitj  of  are  taken  into  consideration.  Like  all  other  intellects 
of  the  first  order,  he  was  equally  capable  of  great  achieve- 
ments in  peace  as  in  war,  and  shone  forth  with  not  less 
lustre  in  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet,  or  in  the  corre- 
spondence of  diplomacy,  than  in  directing  columns  on 
the  field  of  battle,  or  tracing  out  the  line  of  approaches 
for  the  attack  of  fortified  towns.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  judgment  and  temper  with  which  he  reconciled  the 
jarriug  interests,  and  smoothed  down  the  rival  preten- 
sions, of  the  coalesced  cabinets.  The  danger  was  not  so 
pressing  as  to  unite  their  rival  governments,  as  it  after- 
wards did  those  of  the  Grand  Alliance  in  1813,  which 
overthrew  Napoleon  ;  and  incessant  exertions,  joined  to 
the  highest  possible  diplomatic  address,  judgment  of 
conduct,  and  sauvity  of  manner,  were  required  to  pre- 
vent the  coalition,  on  various  occasions  during  the 
course  of  the  war,  from  falling  to  pieces.  As  it  was, 
the  intrigues  of  Bolingbroke  and  the  Tories  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  ascendency  of  Mrs  Masham  in  the 
Queen's  bedchamber  councils,  at  last  counterbalanced 
all  his  achievements,  and  led  to  a  peace  which  aban- 
doned the  most  important  objects  of  the  war,  and  was 
fraught,  as  the  event  has  proved,  with  serious  danger 
to  the  independence,  and  even  the  existence,  of  Eng- 
land.     His  winter  campaign  at  the  Allied  courts,  as 
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he  himself  said,  always  equalled  in  duration,  and  often    ohap. 
exceeded  in  importance  and  diflBculty,  that  in  summer      "'' 
with  the  enemy  ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that,      ^714. 
if  a  man  of  less  capacity  had  been  intrusted  with  the 
direction  of  its  diplomatic  relations,  the  coalition  would 
have  soon  broken  up  without  having  accomplished  any 
of  the  objects  for  which  the  war  had  been  undertaken, 
from  the  mere  selfishness  and  dissensions  of  the  cabinets 
by  whom  it  was  conducted. 

With  one  blot,  for  which  the  justice  of  history  or  the 
partiality  of  biography  neither  can  nor  should  attempt  Hii  ehMu»- 
to  make  any  apology,  Marlborough's  private  character  tti 
seems  to  have  been  unexceptionable,  and  was  evidently 
distinguished  by  several  noble  and  amiable  qualities. 
That  he  was  bred  a  courtier,  and  owed  his  first  elevation 
to  the  favour  with  which  he  was  regarded  by  one  of  the 
King's  mistresses,  was  not  his  fault ; — ^it  arose,  perhaps, 
necessarily  from  his  situation,  and  the  graces  and  beauty 
with  which  he  had  been  so  prodigally  endowed  by 
nature.  The  young  officer  of  the  Guards,  who  in  the 
army  of  Louis  XIV.  passed  by  the  name  of  the  hand- 
some Englishman,  could  hardly  be  expected  to  be  free 
from  the  consequences  of  female  partiality  at  the  court 
of  Charles  II.  Shortly  after  the  Revolution  he  was 
undoubtedly  involved  in  many  dark  intrigues  for  the 
restoration  of  the  exiled  family  :  he  seemed  to  be 
desirous  to  undo  what  he  himself  had  done.  It  is  the 
fatal  efiect  of  one  deviation  from  rectitude  that  it 
renders  subsequent  ones  almost  unavoidable,  or  so  ^ 
confounds  the  moral  sense  as  to  make  their  turpitude 
be  unfelt.  But  in  maturer  years,  his  conduct  in  public, 
after  Anne  had  placed  him  in  high  command,  was  uni- 
formly consistent,  straightforward,  and  honourable.     He 


392  THE  LIFE   OF 

CHAP,    was  a  sincere  patriot,  and  ardently  attached  both  to  his 
"^      country  and  to  the  principles  of  freedom,  at  a  time  when 
*7i4.     both  were  wellnigh  forgotten  in  the  struggles  of  party, 
and  the  fierce  contests  for  royal  or  popular  favour. 
Though  bred   up   in   a  licentious  court,   and  early 
And  in       cxposcd  to  the  most  entrancing  of  its  seductions,   he 
^     '      was  in  mature  life  strictly  correct,  both  in  his  conduct 
and  conversation.      He  resisted   every  temptation    to 
which  his  undiminished  beauty  exposed  him  after  his 
marriage,  and  was  never  known  either  to  utter,  or  permit 
to  be  uttered  in  his  presence,  a  light  or  indecent  expres- 
sion.    His  uniform  attention  to  the  comforts  of  the  men 
won  the  hearts  of  his  soldiers  :  his  invariable  humanity 
extorted  the  praises  of  his  enemies.     He  discouraged  to 
the  utmost  degree  all  intemperance  and  licentiousness 
in  his  soldiers,  and  constantly  laboured  to  impress  upon 
them  a  sense  of  moral  duty  and  Supreme  superintend- 
ence.    Divine  service  was  regularly  performed  in  all  his 
camps,  both  rooming  and  evening ;  previous  to  a  battle, 
prayers  were  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment,  and 
the  first  act,  after  a  victory,  was  a  solemn  thanksgiving. 
*'  By  those  means,"  says  a     contemporary  biographer, 
who  served  in  his  army,  "  his  camp  resembled  a  quiet, 
well-governed  city.      Cursing  and  swearing  were  seldom 
heard  among  the  oflScers  ;  a  drunkard  was  the  object  of 
scorn  ;    and  even  the  soldiers,  many  of  them  the  refuse 
and  dregs  of  the  nation,  became,  at  the  close  of  one  or 
me.^m,^'   two  campaigns,  tractable,  civil,  sensible,  and  clean,   and 
had  an  air  and  spirit  above  the  vulgar."^ 

In  political  life,  during  his  career  after  the  Revolution, 

Hispoiiticai  he  was  consistent  and  firm ;  faithful  to  his  party,  but 

after  the      morc  faithful  still  to  his  country.     He  was  a  generous 

*  friend,  an  attached,  perhaps  a  too  fond,  husband.    During 
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the  whole  of  his  active  career,  he  retained  a  constant  chap. 
sense  of  the  superintendence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  ^^^' 
was  ever  the  first  to  ascribe  the  successes  which  he  had  ^^^*' 
gained  to  Divine  protection — a  disposition  which  shone 
forth  with  peculiar  grace  amidst  the  din  of  arms  and  . 
the  flourish  of  trumpets  for  his  own  mighty  achievements. 
Even  the  one  occasion  on  which,  like  Davids  he  fell 
from  his  high  principles,  will  be  regarded  by  the 
equitable  observer  with  charitable,  if  not  forgiving  eyes. 
He  will  recollect,  that  perfection  never  yet  belonged  to 
a  child  of  Adam ;  he  will  measure  the  dreadful  nature 
of  the  struggle  which  awaits  an  upright  and  generous 
mind  when  loyalty  and  gratitude  impel  one  way,  and 
religion  and  patriotism  another.  Without  attempting 
to  justify  an  oflBcer  who  employs  the  power  bestowed  by 
one  government  to  elevate  another  on  its  ruins,  he  will 
yet  reflect,  that  in  such  a  crisis,  even  the  firmest  heads 
and  the  best  hearts  may  be  led  astray  :  he  will  recollect 
that,  as  already  noticed,  the  heroic  Ney,  in  another  age, 
did  the  same.  If  he  is  wise,  he  will  ascribe  the  fault — 
for  fault  it  was — not  so  much  to  the  individual,  as  to  the 
time  in  which  he  lived  ;  and  feel  a  deeper  thankfulness 
that  his  own  lot  has  been  cast  in  a  happier  age,  when 
the  great  moving  passions  of  the  human  heart  act  in  the 
same  direction,  and  a  public  man  need  not  fear  that  he 
is  wanting  in  his  duty  to  his  sovereign,  because  he  is 
performing  that  due  to  his  country. 

Marlborough,  however,  was  but  a  man,  and  therefore 
not  without  the  usual  blemishes  and  weaknesses  of  hu-  His  fiudti 
manity.     The  great  blot  on  his  character,  the  inexcus-  *° 
able  act  in  his  life — ^that  of  having  accepted  a  command 
from  James  II.,  and  afterwards  betrayed  him — ^will  be 
found  on  examination  to  be  but  a  part,  though  doubtless 
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CHAP,  the  most  conspicuous  one,  of  the  preyailing  disposition 
^"^'  and  secret  weakness  of  his  character.  He  was  eztremelj 
1714.  ambitious,  and  little  scrupulous  about  the  means  bj 
which  elevation  was  to  be  attained  or  prolonged.  He 
repeatedly  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  those  around 
him,  from  the  desire  to  avoid  ruining  his  party,  under 
circumstances  when  the  dignity  of  his  character  required 
a  more  independent  and  resolute  conduct.  He  was  not 
by  nature  a  bad,  or  by  habit  a  dishonourable  man,  and 
yet  he  did  a  most  base  and  dishonourable  thing ;  he 
abandoned  his  King  and  benefactor  when  holding  an 
important  command  under  him.  He  did  not  possess 
the  mental  independence,  the  strong  sense  of  rectitude, 
the  keen  feelings  of  honour,  which  lead  pure  and  elevated 
minds  to  make  shipwreck  of  their  fortunes  in  the  cause 
of  duty.  He  was  possessed  by  strong  moral  and  religious 
principles,  but  when  a  crisis  arrived  they  yielded  to  the 
whisperings  of  expedience ;  or  rather,  the  deceitfulness  of 
sin  made  him  believe  that  his  duty  pointed  to  the  course 
which  his  interest  demanded.  He  had  more  of  Caesar 
in  him  than  Cato.     It  never  would  be  said  of  him — 

"  Yictrix  causa  Deis  placuit,  sed  victa  Catoni.** 

In  justice  to  Marlborough,  however,  it  must  be  recol- 
circum-  Icctcd  that  he  lived  in  an  age  of  revolutions,  when  the 
which  pal-  crown  had  been  recently  twice  subverted,  and  a  new 
fauiu  in  dyuRsty  placed  on  the  throne  ;  when  men's  minds  wei^e 
confused  and  their  ideas  unhinged  with  regard  to  public 
duty  ;  and  when  that  fatal  eflTcct  of  revolutionary  suc- 
cess had  taken  place — the  assigning  to  public  actions  no 
other  test  but  success.  And  yet,  so  mixed  is  the  con- 
dition of  mankind,  and  so  great  the  ascendency  of 
selfishness  in  human  affairs,  that  Marlborough's  extraor- 
dinary rise  and  long-continued  power  is  in  great  part  to 


him. 
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be  ascribed  to  these  moral  weaknesses  in  his  character,     ohaf. 
Had  he  possessed  the  noble  spirit  of  one  of  the  old      ^"' 
Cavaliers,  he  would  have  adhered  to  James  in  his  mis-      ^^^*' 
fortune,  and  become  a  respectable  but  unknown  exile  at 
St  Germains,  instead  of  the  illustrious  leader  of  the 
coalition.     He  thus  affords  another  instance  to  the  many 
which  history  affords  of  the  truth  of  Johnson's  saying, 
''  That  no  man  ever  rose  from  a  private  station  to  exalted 
power  amongst  men,  in  whom  great  and  commanding 
qualities  were  not  combined  with  meannesses  that  would 
be  inconceivable  in  ordinary  life." 

Marlborough  was  often  accused  of  avarice ;  but  his 
conduct  through  life  sufficiently  demonstrated  that  in  HispriV«to 
him  the  natural  desire  to  accumulate  a  fortune,  which  ^^ril^^ 
belongs  to  every  rational  mind,  was  kept  in  subjection  '^^^^^f 
to  more  elevated  principles.  The  great  wealth  which  he  --^- 
acquired  from  his  numerous  appointments,  and  the 
royal  and  parliamentary  rewards  bestowed  on  him  for 
his  services,  were  sufficient  to  excite  the  envy  of  the 
vulgar,  and  this  feeling  was  eagerly  fed  by  those  who 
pandered  to  their  passions.  Swift  contrasted,  in  a 
popular  diatribe,  the  scanty  rewards  of  Roman  triumph 
with  the  half  million  which  had  attested  British  grati- 
tude. But  there  was  no  real  foundation  for  this  asper- 
sion. His  conduct  belied  it.  His  repeated  refusal  of 
the  government  of  the  Netherlands,  with  its  magnificent 
appointment  of  £60,000  a-year,  was  a  sufficient  proof 
how  much  he  despised  money  when  it  interfered  with 
public  duty ;  his  splendid  edifices,  both  in  London  and 
Blenheim,  attest  how  little  he  valued  it  for  any  other 
purpose  but  as  it  might  be  applied  to  noble  and  worthy 
objects.  ^^     Like  many  other  men  who  have  been  the 

*  Marlborough's  house  in  London  cost  about  £100,000. — Cozb,  tl  899. 
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CHAP,     architects  of  their  own  fortune,  he  was  economical  in  his 

^^^'      habits,  and  little  inclined  to  spend  monej  on  personal 

17J4.     gratifications.     But  on  great  occasions  he  exhibited  a 

splendour  worthy  of  his  station  and  his  character ;  he 

could  give  all  the  money  in  his  possession  to  the  wounded 

among  his  enemies,    and  present  a  friendless  and  de- 

400.   '   *   serving  officer  with  a  thousand  pounds  to  purchase  a 

commission.  ^ 

He  possessed  the  magnanimity  in  judging  of  others 
Hismagna-  which  is  the  invariable  characteristic  of  real  greatness. 

nimity  and  ,    , 

humanity.  Euvy  was  unknown,  suspicion  loathsome  to  him.  He 
often  suflPered  by  the  generous  confidence  with  which  he 
trusted  his  enemies.  He  was  patient  under  contradic- 
tion, placid  and  courteous  both  in  his  manners  and 
demeanour,  and  owed  great  part  of  his  success,  both  in 
the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  to  the  invariable  suarity 
and  charm  of  his  manners.  His  humanity  was  uniformly 
conspicuous.  Not  only  his  own  soldiers,  but  his  enemies, 
never  failed  to  experience  it.  Like  Wellington,  his 
attention  to  the  health  and  comforts  of  his  men  was 
incessant ;  which,  with  his  daring  in  the  field,  and 
uniform  success  in  strategy,  endeared  him  in  the  highest 
degree  to  the  soldiers.  Troops  of  all  nations  equally 
trusted  him  ;  and  the  common  saying,  when  they  were 
in  any  difficulty,  "Never  mind,  'Corporal  John'  will 
get  us  out  of  it,"  was  heard  as  frequently  in  the  Dutch, 
Danish,  or  German,  as  in  the  English  language.  He 
frequently  gave  the  weary  soldiers  a  place  in  his  carriage, 
and  got  out  himself  to  accommodate  more  ;  and  his  first 
care,  after  an  engagement,  invariably  was  to  visit  the 
« Capefirae,  field  of  battle,  and  do  his  utmost  to  assuage  the  suflPer- 
▼i.  129.  *  ings  of  the  wounded,  both  among  his  own  men  and  those 
of  the  enemy. ^     After   the   battle  of  Malplaquet,  he 
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divided  all  the  monej  at  his  private  disposal  among  the     chap. 
wouDded  officers  of  the  enemy.  ^"' 

The  character  of  this  illustrious  man  has  been  thus      ^^**- 

28, 

portrayed  by  two  of  the  greatest  writers  in  the  English  Hiseharmo- 
language,  the  latter  of  whom  will  not  be  accused  of  by^Adjun^ 
undue  partiality  to  his  political  enemy.     "  It  is  a  char-  Boilng^ 
acteristic,"  says  Adam  Smith,  "  almost  peculiar  to  the  "*  ** 
great   Duke   of  Marlborough,  that  ten  years  of  such 
uninterrupted  and  such  splendid  successes  as  scarce  any 
other  general  could  boast  of,  never  betrayed  him  into  a 
single  rash  action,  scarce  into  a  single  rash  word   or 
expression.      The  same   temperate   coolness   and  self- 
command  cannot,  I  think,  be  ascribed  to  any  other  great 
warrior  of  latter  times,  not  to  Prince  Eugene,  nor  to  the 
late  King  of  Prussia,  nor  to  the  great  Prince  of  Conde, 
nor  even  to  Gustavus  Adolphus.      Turenne  seems  to 
have  approached  the  nearest  to  it ;  but  several  actions 
of  his  life  demonstrate  that  it  was  in  him  by  no  means 
so  perfect  as  in  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough.''     "  By 
King  William's  death,"  says  Bolingbroke,  "the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  was  raised  to  the  head  of  the  army, 
and  indeed  of  the  confederacy,  where  he,  a  private  man, 
a  subject,  obtained  by  merit  and  by  management  a  more 
decided  influence  than  high  birth,  confirmed  authority, 
and  even  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  had  given   to 
King  William.     Not  only  all  the  parts  of  that  vast 
machine,  the  Grand  Alliance,  were  kept  more  compact 
and  entire,  but  a  more  rapid  and  vigorous  motion  was  ^  Smiths 
given   to   the   whole  ;    and  instead  of  languishing  or  timents,  ii. 
disastrous  campaigns,  we  saw  every  scene  of  the  war  Hogbroke^ 
fiill  of  action.^  All  those  wherein  he  appeared,  and  many  the  stndj  of 
of  those  wherein  he  was  not  then  an  actor,  but  abettor,  172/^*  ' 
however,  of  their  actions,  were  crowned  with  the  most 
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CHAP,     triumphant  success.      T  take  with  pleasure  this  oppor- 

^"^'      tunity  of  doing  justice  to  that  great  man,  whose  faults  I 

^^^^'     know,  whose  virtues  I  admire,  and  whose  memory,  as 

the  greatest  general  and  greatest  minister  that   our 

country  or  any  other  has  produced,  I  honour." 

Five  generals,  by  the  common  consent  of  men,  stand 
tim  fit^      ioT\}i  pre-eminent  in  modem  times  for  the  magnitude  of 
^ofmt  *h®   achievements  they  effected,  and  the   splendour  of 
inn  timef.  ^jjg   talents   they   displayed  —  Eugene,    Marlborough, 
Frederick,  Napoleon,  and  Wellington.     It  is  hard   to 
say  which  appears  the  greatest,  whether  we  regard  the 
services  they  have  rendered  to  their  respective  countries, 
or  the  durable  impress  their  deeds  have  left  on  human 
affairs.     All  had  difficulties  the  most  serious  to  contend 
with,  obstacles  apparently  insurmountable  to  overcome, 
and  all  proved  in  the  brightest  parts  of  their  career 
victorious   over  them.      All   have    immortalised   their 
names  by  exploits  far  exceeding  those  recorded  of  other 
men.     All  have  left  the  effects  of  their  exploits  durably 
imprinted  in  the  subsequent  fate  of  nations.     The  rela- 
tive position  of  the  European  states,  the  preservation  of 
public  riglits,  the  maintenance  of  the  balance  of  power, 
the  salvation  of  the  weak  from  the  grasp  of  the  strong, 
have  been  mainly  owing  to  their  exertions.     To  their 
biography  is  attached  not  merely   the  fortune  of   the 
countries  to  which  they  belonged,  but  the  general  des- 
tinies of  Europe,  and  through  it  of  the  human  race. 
To  give  a  faithful  picture,  in  a  few  pages,  of  such  men. 
Leading      may  sccm  a  hopeless,  and,  compared  to  their  merits,  an 
t^l^Jf^h.  invidious  task.     A  brief  summary  of  the  chief  actions  of 
those  of  them  least  known  to  ordinary  readers,  is,  how- 
ever, indispensable  to  lay  a  foundation  for  their  compari- 
son with  the  character  of  those   whose  deeds  are    as 
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household  words.  It  is  not  impossible  to  convey  to  chap. 
those  who  are  familiar  with  their  exploits  a  pleasing  "^' 
resnmS  of  their  leading  features  and  salient  points  of  i^*^- 
difference ;  to  those  who  are  not,  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  pleasure  which  the  study  of  their  characters  is  cal- 
culated to  afford.  Generals,  like  writers  or  artists,  have 
certain  leading  characteristics  which  may  be  traced 
through  all  their  achievements  ;  a  peculiar  impress  has 
been  communicated  by  nature  to  their  minds,  which 
appears,  not  less  than  on  the  painter's  canvass  or  in  the 
poet's  lines,  in  all  their  actions.  As  much  as  grandeur 
of  conception  distinguishes  Homer,  tenderness  of  feeling 
Virgil,  sublimity  of  thought  Milton,  nobleness  of  cha- 
racter Tasso,  does  daring  of  design  distinguish  Eugene, 
perfection  of  combination  Marlborough,  invincible  tena- 
city Frederick,  vastness  of  genius  Napoleon,  profound 
wisdom  Wellington.  A  summary  of  the  characters  of 
these  illustrious  men,  a  comparison  of  their  excellencies, 
a  glance  at  their  failings,  however  imperfectly  executed, 
will  not  be  an  unprofitable  task,  and  form  a  fit  conclusion 
to  this  history. 

Eugene's  early  history  and  great  achievements  in  the 
War  of  the  Succession,  have  been  already  detailed ;  but  chanetv 
it  is  hard  to  say  whether  his  greatness  did  not  appear  Eiig«n^ 
more  strongly  in  the  magnanimity  of  his  private  life  than 
in  the  brilliancy  of  his  public  actions.  It  has  been 
already  mentioned  how  noble  and  cordial  was  his  co- 
operation with  Marlborough,  and  how  entirely  destitute 
those  great  men  were  of  jealousy  toward  each  other.  He 
gave  equal  proof  of  the  magnanimity  of  his  disposition, 
by  the  readiness  with  which  he  granted  the  most  favour- 
able terms  to  the  illustrious  besieged  chief  in  Lille,  who 
had,  with  equal  skill  and  valour,  conducted  the  defence. 
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CHAP.  When  the  articles  of  capitulation  proposed  bj  Boufflers 
^"'  were  placed  before  him,  he  said  immediately,  without 
1714.  looking  at  them,  ''  I  will  subscribe  them  at  once  :  know- 
ing well  you  would  propose  nothing  unworthy  of  you 
and  me"  The  delicacy  of  his  subsequent  attentions 
to  his  noble  prisoner  evinced  the  sincerity  of  his  admi- 
ration. When  Marlborough's  influence  at  the  English 
court  was  sensibly  declining,  in  1711,  he  repaired  to 
London,  and  exerted  all  his  talents  and  address  to  bring 
the  English  council  back  to  the  common  cause,  and 
restore  his  great  rival  to  his  former  ascendency  with 
Queen  Anne.  When  it  was  all  in  vain,  and  the  English 
armies  withdrew  from  the  coalition,  Eugene  did  all  that 
skill  and  genius  could  achieve  to  make  up  for  the  great 
deficiency  arising  from  the  withdrawal  of  Marlborough 
and  his  gallant  followers ;  and  when  it  had  become 
apparent  that  he  was  overmatched  by  the  French  armies, 
he  was  the  first  to  counsel  his  Imperial  master  to  con- 
clude peace,  which  was  done  at  Rastadt  on  the  6  th 
March,  1714. 

Great  as  had  been  the  services  then  performed  by 
Hiaaiton-    Eugcnc  for  the  Imperialists,  they  were  outdone  by  those 

ishing  sue-  ,  t  ■%  » 

cessetover  whlch  hc  subscqucntly  rendered  in  the  wars  with  the 
Turks.  In  truth  it  was  he  who  first  eflfectually  broke 
their  power,  and  for  ever  delivered  Europe  from  the 
sabres  of  the  Osmanlis,  by  which  it  had  been  incessantly 
threatened  for  three  hundred  years.  Intrusted  with 
the  command  of  the  Austrian  army  in  Hungary,  sixty 
thousand  strong,  he  gained  at  Peterwardin,  in  1716,  a 
complete  victory  over  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
Turks.  This  glorious  success  led  him  to  resume  the 
ofiensive,  and  in  the  following  year  he  laid  siege,  with 
forty  tliousand  men,  to  Belgrade,   the   great   frontier 
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fortress  of  Turkey,  in  presence  of  the  whole  strength     chap. 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.     The  obstinate  resistance  of     ^"' 
the  Turks,  as  famous  then  as  they  have  ever  since  been      ^^^*' 
in  the  defence  of  fortified  places,  joined  to  the  dysen- 
teries and  fevers  usual  on  the   marshy  banks  of  the 
Danube  in  the  autumnal  months,  soon  reduced  his  effec- 
tive force  to  twenty-five  thousand  men,  while  that  of  the 
enemy,   by  prodigious   efforts,  had  been  swelled  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  around  the  besiegers'  lines, 
besides  thirty  thousand  within  the  walls. 

Everything  presaged  that  Eugene  was  about  to  under- 
go the  fate  of  Marshal  Mai*sin  twelve  years  before  at  Narrow  w 
Turin,  and  even  his  most  experienced  officers  deemed  a  ram,and^ 
capitulation  the   only  way   of  extricating  them   from  ^ctory«» 
their  perilous  situation.     Eugene  himself  was  attacked 
and  seriously  weakened  by  the  prevailing  dysentery,  and 
all  seemed  lost  in  the  Austrian  camp.     It  was  in  these 
circumstances,  with  this  weakened  and  dispirited  force, 
that  he  achieved  one  of  the  most  glorious  victories  ever 
gained  by  the  Cross  over  the  Crescent.     With  admirable 
skill  he  collected  his  little  army  together,  divided  it  into 
columns  of  attack,  and,  though  scarcely  able  to  sit  on 
horseback,  himself  led  them  to  the  assault  of  the  Turkish 
intrenchments.     The  result  was  equal  to  the  success  of 
Caesar  over  the  Gauls  at  the  blockade  of  Alesia,  seven- 
teen centuries  before.      The  innumerable  host  of  the 
Turks   was   totally   defeated — all    their   artillery   and 
baggage  was  taken,  and  their  troops  were  entirely  dis- 
persed.    Belgrade,  immediately  after,  opened  its  gates, 
and  has  since  remained,  with  some  mutations  of  fortune, 
the  great  frontier  bulwark  of  Europe  against  the  Turks.^  i  Biog. 
The  successes  which  he  gained  in  the  following  campaign  48^491. 
of  1718  were  so  decisive  that  they  entirely  broke  the 

VOL.  II.  2  c 
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CHAP.     Ottoman  power;   and  he  was  preparing  to  march  to 
"^'      Constantinople,  when  the  treaty  of  Passarowitz  put  a 
^^^^     period  to  his  conquests,  and  gave  a  breathing  time  to  the 
exhausted  Ottoman  empire. 

From  this  brief  sketch  of  his  exploits,  it  may  readily 
Hiicharae-  be  uuderstood  what  was  the  character  of  Eugene  as  a 
geDena,ftiid  general.     He  had  none  of  the  methodical  prudence  of 
l^poi«on.    Turenne,   Marlborough,   or   Villars.      His  genius   was 
entirely  different ;  it  was  more  akin  to  that  of  Napoleon, 
when  he  was  reduced  to  counterbalance  inferiority  of 
numbers  by  superiority  of  skill.     The  immortal  cam- 
paigns of  1796  in  Italy,  and  of  1814  in  Champagne, 
bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  those  of  Eugene.     Like 
the  French  Emperor,  his  strokes  were  rapid  and  forcible  ; 
his  coup'd'csil  was  at  once  quick  and  Just ;  his  activity 
indefatigable ;    his   courage   undaunted ;    his  resources 
equal  to  any  undertaking.     He  did  not  lay  much  stress 
on   previous  arrangements,  and  seldom  attempted  the 
extensive  combinations  which  enabled  Marlborough  to 
command  success  ;  but  dashed  fearlessly  on,  trusting  to  his 
own  resources  to  extricate  himself  out  of  any  difficulty — 
to  his  genius,  in  any  circumstances,  to  command  victory. 
Yet  was  this  daring  disposition  not  without  peril. 
Daring  Md  His  audacity  often  bordered  on  rashness,  his  rapidity 
which  he     on  haste ;  and  he  repeatedly  brought  his  armies  into 
htnueif      situations  all  but  desperate,  and  which,  to  a  general  of 
gen.  less  capacity,   would   unquestionably  have  proved   so. 

But  in  these  difficulties  no  one  could  exceed  him  in  the 
energy  and  vigour  with  which  he  extricated  himself  from 
the  toils  ;  and  many  of  his  greatest  victories,  particularly 
those  of  Turin  and  Belgrade,  were  gained  under  circum- 
stances where  even  the  boldest  officers  in  his  army  had 
given  him  oyer  for  lost.     He  was  prodigal  of  the  blood 
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of  his  soldiers,  and,  like  Napdeon,  indifferent  to  the     chap. 

sacrifices  at  which  he  purchased  his  successes ;  but  he    L 

was  still  more  lavish  of  his  own,  and  never  failed  to  ^^^*' 
share  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  meanest  of  his 
followers.  Engaged  during  his  active  life  in  thii*teen 
pitched  battles,  in  all  he  fought  like  a  common  soldier. 
He  was  in  consequence  repeatedly,  sometimes  danger- 
ously, wounded ;  and  it  was  extraordinary  that  he 
escaped  the  reiterated  perils  to  which  he  was  exposed. 
He  raised  the  Austrian  monarchy  by  his  triumphs  to  the 
very  highest  pitch  of  glory,  and  finally  broke  the  power 
of  the  Turks,  the  most  persevering  and  not  the  least 
formidable  of  its  enemies.  But  the  enterprises  which 
his  genius  prompted  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  to  imder- 
take  were  beyond  the  strength  of  the  Hereditary  States ; 
and  for  nearly  a  century  after  it  accomplished  nothing 
worthy,  either  of  its  growing  resources,  or  of  the  military 
renown  which  he  had  achieved  for  it. 

Frederick  II.,   sumamed  the  Great,  with  more 

31. 

justice  than  any  other  to  whom  that  title  has  been  ap-  ewIj  li/e 
plied  in  modern  times,  was  born  at  Berlin  on  the  24th  the  Gnat. 
January  1712.  His  education  was  as  much  neglected 
as  ill-directed.  Destined  from  early  youth  for  the  mili- 
tary profession,  he  was,  in  the  first  instance,  subjected  to 
a  discipline  so  rigorous  that  he  conceived  the  utmost 
aversion  for  a  career  in  which  he  was  ultimately  to 
shine  with  such  lustre,  and,  as  his  only  resource,  threw 
himself  with  ardour  into  the  study  of  French  literature, 
for  whicli  he  retained  a  strong  predilection  through 
the  whole  of  his  subsequent  life.  Unfortunately,  his 
studies  were  almost  entirely  confined  to  that  literature. 
That  of  his  own  country,  since  so  illustrious,  had  not 
started  into  existence.     Of  Italian  and  Spanish  he  was 
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oHAP.     ignorant.     He  could  not  read  Greek ;    and  with  Latin 


XII. 


1714. 


his  acquaintance  was  so  imperfect  as  to  be  of  no  prac- 
tical service  to  him  through  life.  To  this  unfortunate 
contraction  of  his  education,  his  limited  taste  in  litera- 
ture, in  subsequent  life,  is  chiefly  to  be  ascribed.  He  at 
first  was  desirous  of  espousing  an  English  princess  ;  but 
his  father,  who  was  most  imperious  in  his  disposition, 
decided  otherwise,  and  he  was  compelled,  in  1733,  to 
marry  the  Princess  Elizabeth  of  Brunswick.  This  union, 
like  most  others  contracted  under  restraint,  proved  un- 
fortunate ;  and  it  did  not  give  Frederick  the  blessing  of 
an  heir  to  the  throne.  Debarred  from  domestic  enjoy- 
ments, the  young  prince  took  refuge  with  more  eagerness 
than  ever  in  literary  pursuits  ;  the  chateau  of  Rhinsberg, 
which  was  his  favourite  abode,  was  styled  by  him  in  his 
transport  the  "  Palace  of  the  Muses  ;"  and  the  greatest 
general  and  most  hardy  soldier  of  modern  times  spent 
some  years  of  his  youth  in  corresponding  with  Maupertuis, 
Voltaire,  and  other  French  philosophers,  and  in  making 
indiflPerent  verses  and  madrigals,  which  gave  no  token  of 
any  remarkable  genius.  He  had  already  prepared  for 
the  press  a  book  entitled  Refutation  of  the  Prince  of 
Machiavel^  when,  in  1740,  the  death  of  his  father  called 
him  to  the  throne,  its  duties,  its  dangers,  and  its  glory. 
The  philosophers  were  in  transports  when  they  beheld 
His  acces-  "  ouc  of  thcmselves,"  as  they  styled  him,  elevated  to  a 
throne,  and  throuc  ;  they  indulged  in  hopes  that  he  would  continue 
piSSiOT  to"  his  literary  pui-suits,  and  acknowledge  their  influence, 
when  surrounded  by  the  attractions  and  wielding  the 
patronage  of  the  crown.  They  soon  found  their  mis- 
take. Frederick  retained  through  life  his  literary 
tastes  :  he  corresponded  with  Voltaire  and  the  philoso- 
phers through  all  his  campaigns ;  he  made  French  verses 
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in  his  tent,  after  tracing  oat  the  plans  of  the  battles  of  chap. 
Leuthen  and  Rosbach.  But  his  heart  was  in  his  king-  ^"' 
dom  :  his  ambition  was  set  on  its  aggrandisement :  his  ^^^*- 
passion  was  war,  by  which  alone  that  aggrandisement 
could  be  achieved.  Without  being  forgotten,  the  philo- 
sophers and  madrigals  were  soon  comparatively  dis- 
carded. The  finances  and  the  army  occupied  his  whole 
attention.  The  former  were  in  excellent  order,  and  his 
father  had  even  accumulated  a  large  treasure  which 
remained  in  the  exchequer.  The  army,  admirably 
equipped  and  disciplined,  already  amounted  to  sixty 
thousand  men  :  he  augmented  it  to  eighty  thousand. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  vigour  he  displayed  in  every 
department,  or  the  unceasing  attention  he  paid  to  public 
affairs.  Indefatigable  day  and  night,  sober  and  tem- 
perate in  his  habits,  he  employed  even  artificial  means 
to  augment  the  time  during  the  day  he  could  devote  to 
business.  Finding  that  he  was  constitutionally  inclined 
to  more  rest  than  he  deemed  consistent  with  the  full 
discharge  of  all  his  regal  duties,  he  ordered  his  servants 
to  waken  him  at  five  in  the  morning ;  and  if  words  were 
not  effectual  to  rouse  him  from  his  sleep,  he  commanded 
them,  on  pain  of  dismissal,  to  apply  linen  steeped  in 
cold  water  to  his  person.  This  order  was  punctually 
executed,  even  in  the  depth  of  winter,  till  nature  was 
fairly  subdued,  and  the  king  had  gained  the  time  he 
desired  from  his  slumbers. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
evincing  at  once  the  vigour  and  unscrupulous  character  Hu  aggiw- 
of  his  mind.     The  Emperor  Charles  YI.  having  died  on  ^iTqa^of 
the  20th  October  1740,  the  immense  possessions  of  the  fi^rietorj 
house  of  Austria  devolved  to  his  daughter,  since  so  *  * 
famous  by  the  name  of  Maria  Theresa.    The  defence- 
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CHAP,  less  condition  of  the  Imperial  dominions,  consisting  of 
"''  so  many  diflFerent  and  discordant  states,  some  of  them 
*^^*'  but  recently  united  under  one  head,  when  under  the 
guidance  of  a  young  and  unmarried  princess,  suggested  to 
the  neighbouring  powers  the  idea  of  a  partition.  Fred- 
erick eagerly  united  with  France  in  this  project.  He 
reyived  some  old  and  obsolete  claims  of  Prussia  to 
Silesia ;  but  in  his  manifesto  to  the  European  powers, 
upon  invading  that  province,  he  was  scarcely  at  the 
pains  to  conceal  the  real  motives  of  his  aggression.  "  It 
is,''  said  he,  "  an  army  ready  to  take  the  field,  treasures 
long  accumulated,  and  perhaps  the  desire  to  acquire 
glory."  He  was  not  long  in  succeeding  in  the  object  of 
his  ambition,  though  it  was  at  first  rather  owing  to  the 
skill  of  his  generals,  and  discipline  of  his  soldiers,  than 
to  his  own  capacity.  On  the  10th  April  1741,  the 
army  under  his  command  gained  a  complete  victory  over 
the  Austrians  at  MoUwitz  in  Silesia,  which  led  to  the 
entire  reduction  of  that  rich  and  important  province. 
The  king  owed  little  to  his  own  courage,  however,  on 
this  occasion.  Like  Wellington,  the  first  essay  in  arms 
of  so  indomitable  a  hero  was  unfortunate.  He  fled 
from  the  field  of  battle  at  the  first  repulse  of  his 
cavalry ;  and  he  was  already  seven  miles  ofi^,  where  he 
was  resting  in  a  mill,  when  he  received  intelligence  that 
his  troops  had  regained  the  day ;  and  at  the  earnest 
entreaties  of  General  (afterwards  Marshal)  Schwerin,  he 
returned  to  take  the  command  of  the  army. 

Next  year,  however,  he  evinced  equal  courage  and 

HiigiorioQs  capacity  in  the  battle  of  Czaslau,  wliich  he  gained  over 

ow  the      the  Prince  of  LoiTaine.      Austria,  on  the  brink  of  ruin, 

hastened  to  disarm  the  most  formidable  of  her  assailants; 

and  by  a  separate  peace,  concluded  at  Breslau  on  June 
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11,  1742,  she  ceded  to  Prussia  nearly  the  whole  of    ohap. 
Silesia.      This  cruel  loss,  however,  was  too  plainly  the      ^"' 
result  of  necessity  to  be  acquiesced  in  without  a  struggle      ^^"' 
by  the  cabinet  of  Vienna.      Maria  Theresa  made  no 
secret  of  her  determination  to  resume  possession  of  the 
lost  province  on  the  first  convenient  opportunity.     Aus- 
tria soon  united  the  whole  of  Grermany  in  a  league 
against  Frederick,  who  had  no  ally  but  the  King  of 
France.      Assailed  by  such  a  host  of  enemies,  however, 
the  young  king  was  not  discouraged,  and,  boldly  assuming 
the  initiative,  he  gained  at  Hohenfriedberg  a  complete 
victory  over  his  old  antagonist  the  Prince  of  Lorraine. 
This  triumph  was  won  entirely  by  the  extraordinary 
genius  displayed  by  the  King  of  Prussia.     "  It  was  one 
of  those  battles,"  says  the  military  historian  Guibert, 
"  where  a  great  master  makes   everything  give  way 
before  him,  and  which  is  gained  from  the  very  beginning,  ^  Artd6  la 
because  be  never  gives  the  enemy  time  to  recover  from  172. 
their  disorder."^ 

The  Austrians  made  great  exertions  to  repair  the 
consequences  of  this  disaster,  and  with  such  success  who  an 
that  in  four  months  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  again  obliged  to 
attacked  him,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thousand  men,  near        ^^ 
Soor.      Frederick  had   not  twenty-five  thousand,  but 
with  these  he  again  defeated  the  Austrians  with  im- 
mense loss,  and  took  up  his  winter-quarters  in  Silesia. 
So  vast    were  the    resources,   however,   of  the  great 
German  League,  of  which  Austria  was  the  head,  that 
they  were  enabled  to  keep  the  field  during  winter,  and 
even  meditated  a  coup-de-rnain  against  the  king,  in  his 
capital  of  Berlin.      Informed  of  this  design,  Frederick 
lost  not  a  moment  in  anticipating  it  by  a  sudden  attack 
on  his  part  on  his  enemies.      Assembling  his  troops  in 
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CHAP,  the  depth  of  winter  with  perfect  secresy,  he  surprised  a 
^^^'  large  body  of  Saxons  at  Naumberg,  made  himself  master 
^71*-  of  their  magazines  at  Gorlitz,  and  soon  after  made  his 
triumphant  entry  into  Dresden,  where  he  dictated  a 
glorious  peace,  on  25th  December  1745,  to  his  enemies, 
which  permanently  secured  Silesia  to  Prussia.  It  was 
full  time  for  the  Imperialists  to  come  to  an  accommoda- 
tion. In  eighteen  months  Frederick  had  defeated  them 
in  four  pitched  battles,  besides  several  combats ;  taken 
forty-five  thousand  prisoners,  and  killed  or  wounded  an 
equal  number  of  his  enemies.  His  own  armies  had  not 
sustained  losses  to  a  fifth  part  of  this  amount,  and  the 
chasms  in  his  ranks  were  more  than  compensated  by 
the  multitude  of  the  prisoners  who  enlisted  under  his 
banners,  anxious  to  share  the  fortunes  of  the  hero  who 
had  already  filled  Europe  with  his  renown. 

The  ambitious  and  decided,  and,  above  all,  indomit- 
HiidMided  able  character  of  Frederick,  had  already  become  conspi- 

and  indomi-  <■      .  .  ^     •    n  •  tt*  i 

tabieehane-  cuous  dunug  thcsc  brief  campaigns.  His  correspondence, 
ap^Ntan.  ^  all  couductcd  by  himself,  evinced  a  vigour  and  a  tranchant 
style  at  that  period  unknown  in  European  diplomacy, 
but  to  which  the  world  has  since  been  abundantly 
accustomed  in  the  proclamations  of  Napoleon.  Already 
he  spoke  on  every  occasion  as  the  hero  and  the  con- 
queror— to  conquer  or  die  was  his  invariable  maxim. 
On  the  eve  of  his  invasion  of  Saxony,  he  wrote  to  the 
Empress  of  Russia,  who  was  endeavouring  to  dissuade 
him  from  that  design  : — "  I  wish  nothing  from  the  King 
of  Poland  (Elector  of  Saxony)  but  to  punish  him  in  his 
Electorate,  and  make  him  sign  an  acknowledgment  of 
repentance  in  his  capital."  During  the  negotiations  for 
peace  he  wrote  to  the  King  of  England,  who  had  pro- 
posed the  mediation  of  Great  Britain  : — "  These  are 
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my  conditions.      I  will  perish  with  my  army  before     ohap. 

departing  from  one  iota  of  them  :  if  the  Empress  does     L 

not  accept  them,  I  will  rise  in  my  demands/'  ^^^^' 

The  peace  of  Dresden  lasted  ten  years ;  and  these 
were  of  inestimable  importance  to  Frederick.  He  em-  Hiij^nst 
ployed  that  precious  interval  in  consolidating  his  con-  hii  kingdom 
quests,  securing  the  affections  by  protecting  the  interests  n»ttan 
of  his  subjects,  and  pursuing  every  design  which  could  p^** 
conduce  to  their  welfare.  Marshes  were  drained,  lands 
were  broken  up  and  cultivated,  manufactures  established, 
the  finances  were  put  in  the  best  order,  and  agriculture, 
as  the  great  staple  of  the  kingdom,  was  sedulously 
encouraged.  His  capital  was  embellished,  and  the  fame 
of  his  exploits  attracted  the  greatest  and  most  celebrated 
men  in  Europe.  Voltaire,  among  the  rest,  became  for 
years  his  guest ;  but  the  aspiring  genius  and  irascible 
temper  of  the  military  monarch  could  ill  accord  with  the 
vanity  and  insatiable  thirst  for  praise  of  the  French 
author,  and  they  parted  with  mutual  respect  but  irre- 
trievable alienation.  Meanwhile,  the  strength  of  the 
monarchy  was  daily  increasing  under  Frederick's  wise 
and  provident  administration.  The  population  nearly 
reached  six  million  of  souls  ;  the  cavalry  mustered  thirty 
thousand,  all  in  the  highest  state  of  discipline  and  equip- 
ment ;  and  the  infantry,  esteemed  with  reason  the  most 
perfect  in  Europe,  numbered  a  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  bayonets. 

These  troops  had  long  been  accustomed  to  act  together 
in  large  bodies — the  best  training,  next  to  actual  service  Coalition  of 
in  the  field,  which  an  army  can  receive.     They  had  need  rSSC* 
of  all  their  skill,  discipline,  and  courage ;  for  Prussia  saxo^,aod 
was  ere  long  threatened  by  the  most  formidable  con-  ^ain? 
federacy  that   ever  yet  had  been  directed  in  modem    "*"**■ 
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oHAP.  times  against  a  single  state.  Austria,  Russia,  France, 
^"'  Sweden,  and  Saxony,  united  in  alliance  for  the  purpose 
*^^^-  of  partitioning  the  Prussian  territories.  These  allies 
had  ninety  millions  of  men  in  their  dominions,  and 
could  with  ease  bring  four  hundred  thousand  men  into 
the  field.  Prussia  had  less  than  six  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  strained  to  the  uttermost  to  array  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  combatants ;  and,  even 
with  the  aid  of  England  and  Hanover,  not  more  than 
fifty  thousand  auxiliaries  could  be  relied  on.  Prussia 
had  neither  strong  fortresses  like  Flanders,  nor  mountain 
chains  like  Spain,  nor  a  frontier  stream  like  France.  Its 
territory,  open  on  every  side,  was  entirely  composed  of 
flat  plains,  unprotected  by  great  rivers,  and  surrounded 
on  the  south,  east,  and  north  by  its  enemies.  The 
contest  seemed  utterly  desperate,  and  there  did  not  seem 
a  chance  of  escape  for  the  Prussian  monarchy. 

Frederick  began  the  contest  by  one  of  those  strokes 

Frederick    which  demonstrated  the  strength  of  his  understanding 

^oD7,Md  and  the  vigour  of  his  determination.     Instead  of  waiting 

^^colui-    to  be  attacked,  he  carried  the  war  at  once  into  the 

*^'  enemy's  territories,  and  converted  the  resources  of  the 

nearest  of  them  to  his  own  advantage.     Having  received 

authentic  intelligence  of  the  signature  of  a  treaty  for  the 

partition  of  his  kingdom  by  the  great  powers,  on  9th 

May,  1756,  he  suddenly  entered  the  Saxon  territories, 

made  himself  master  of  Dresden,  and  shut  up  the  whole 

forces   of  Saxony   in  the  intrenched  camp  at  Pirna. 

Marshal  Brown  having  advanced  at  the  head  of  sixty 

thousand   men    to   relieve  them,   he  encountered   and 

totally  defeated  him  at  Lowositz,  with  the  loss  of  fifteen 

thousand  men.     Deprived  of  all  hope  of  succour,  the 

Saxons  in    Pima,  after  having  made  vain   efforts    to 
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escape,  were  obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms,  still  four-     chap. 
teen  thousand  strong.     The  whole  of  Saxony  submitted      ^"' 
to  the  victor,  who  thenceforward,  during  the  whole  war,      ^^^*- 
turned  its  entire  resources  to  his  own  support. 

Beyond  all  question,  it  was  this  masterly  and  success- 
ful stroke,  in  the  very  outset,  and  in  the  teeth  of  his  Gre*t ' 
enemies,  which  added  above  a  third  to  his  warlike  uiiTttroke. 
resources,  and  enabled  him  subsequently  to  maintain  his 
ground  against  the  desperate  odds  by  which  he  was 
assailed.  Most  of  the  Saxons  taken  at  Pirna,  dazzled 
by  the  conqueror's  fame,  entered  his  service  :  the  Saxon 
youth  hastened  in  crowds  to  enrol  themselves  under  the 
banners  of  the  hero  of  the  North  of  Germany.  Frederick, 
at  the  same  time,  effectually  vindicated  the  step  he  had 
taken  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  by  the  publication  of 
the  secret  treaty  of  partition,  which  he  had  discovered 
in  the  archives  at  Dresden,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Electress  to  conceal  it.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
case  in  the  former  war,  when  he  seized  on  Silesia,  it 
was  apparent  to  the  world  that  he  now,  at  least,  was 
strictly  in  the  right,  and  that  his  invasion  of  Saxony  was 
not  less  justifiable  on  the  score  of  public  morality,  than 
important  in  its  consequences  to  the  great  contest  in 
which  he  was  engaged. 

The  Allies  made  the  utmost  efforts  to  regain  the 
advantages  they   had   lost.       France,   instead  of  the  H«def^ 
twenty-four  thousand  men  she  was  bound  to  furnish  by  iriaoi  at 
the  treaty  of  partition,  put  a  hundred  thousand  on  foot ;  is  def^^ 
the  Diet  of  Ratisbon  placed  sixty  thousand  troops  of 
the  Empire  at  the  disposal  of  Austria ;  but  Frederick 
still  preserved  the  ascendant.    Breaking  into  Bohemia,  in 
March  1757,  he  defeated  the  Austrians  in  a  great  battle 
under  the  walls  of  Prague,  shut  up  forty  thousand  of  their 
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OHAF.  best  troops  in  that  town,  and  soon  reduced  them  to  such 
^"'  extremities  that  it  was  evident  that,  if  not  succoured, 
^^^*'  they  must  surrender.  The  cabinet  of  Vienna  made  the 
greatest  eflforts  for  their  relief.  Marshal  Daun,  whose 
cautious  and  scientific  policy  was  peculiarly  calculated 
to  thwart  the  designs  and  bafSe  the  audacity  of  his 
youthful  antagonist,  advanced  at  the  head  of  sixty  thou- 
sand men  to  their  relief.  Frederick  advanced  to  meet 
them  with  less  than  twenty  thousand  combatants.  He 
attacked  the  Imperialists  in  a  strong  position  at  Kolin, 
on  the  18th  July,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
met  with  a  bloody  defeat.  His  army,  especially  that 
division  commanded  by  his  brother,  the  prince-royal, 
sustained  severe  losses  in  the  retreat,  which  became 
unavoidable,  out  of  Bohemia  ;  and  the  king  confessed 
in  his  private  correspondence  that  an  honourable  death 
alone  remained  to  him. 

Disaster  accumulated  on  every  side.     The  English 
Desperate    and   Hauoverian  army,  his  only  allies,  capitulated  at 

■itaation  of        _  y  ^  i. 

thePnusian  Clostcrseven,  and  left  the  French  army,  sixty  thousand 

monarchy.  ^  .  .  , 

strong,  at  liberty  to  follow  the  Prussians ;  the  French 
and  the  troops  of  the  Empire,  with  the  Duke  of  Richelieu 
at  their  head,  menaced  Magdeburg,  where  the  royal 
family  of  Prussia  had  taken  refuge,  and  advanced  towards 
Dresden.  The  Russians,  seventy  thousand  strong,  were 
making  serious  progress  on  the  side  of  Poland,  and  had 
recently  defeated  the  Prussians  opposed  to  them.  The 
king  was  put  to  the  ban  of  the  Empire  ;  and  the  army 
of  the  Empire,  mustering  forty  thousand,  was  moving 
against  him.  Four  huge  armies,  each  stronger  than  his 
own,  were  advancing  to  crush  a  prince  who  could  not 
collect  thirty  thousand  men  round  his  banners.  At  that 
period  he  carried  a  sure  poison  always  with  him,  deter- 
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mined  not  to  fall  alive  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,     chap. 
He  seriously  contemplated  suicide,  and  gave  vent  to  the 
mournful  but  yet  heroic  sentiments  with  which  he  was 
inspired,  in  a  letter  to  Voltaire,  terminating  with  the 
lines — 

*'  Pour  moi,  meDac6  de  naufrage, 
Je  dois,  en  affirontant  Porage, 
Penser,  vivre,  ot  mourir  en  roi." 

Then  it  was  that  the  astonishing  vigour  and  powers 
of  his  mind  shone  forth  with  their  full  lustre.  Collect-  Frederick's 
ing  hastily  twenty-five  thousand  men  out  of  his  shattered  victories  at 
battalions,  he  marched  against  the  Prince  of  Soubise,  and  Lea- 
who,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  French 
and  Imperial  troops,  was  advancing  against  him  through 
Thuringia,  and  totally  defeated  him,  with  the  loss  of 
eighteen  thousand  men,  on  the  memorable  field  of 
Rosbach.  Hardly  was  this  triumph  achieved  when  he 
was  called,  with  his  indefatigable  followers,  to  stem  the 
advance  of  the  Prince  of  Lorraine  and  Marshal  Daun, 
who  were  making  the  most  alarming  progress  in  Silesia. 
Schweidnitz,  its  capital,  had  fallen  ;  a  large  body  of 
Prussians,  under  the  Duke  de  Bevern,  had  been  defeated 
at  Breslau.  That  rich  and  important  province  seemed 
on  the  point  of  falling  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
Austrians,  when  Frederick  reinstated  his  afi^airs,  which 
seemed  wholly  desperate,  by  one  of  those  astonishing 
strokes  which  distinguish  him,  perhaps,  above  any  general 
of  modern  times.  In  the  depth  of  winter  he  attacked, 
at  Leuthen,  on  the  5th  December  1757,  Marshal  Daun 
and  the  Prince  of  Lorraine — ^who  had  sixty  thousand 
admirable  troops  under  their  orders — and,  by  the  skilful 
application  of  the  oblique  method  of  attack,  defeated 
them  entirely,  with  the  loss  of  thirty  thousand  men,  of 
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CHAP,  whom  eighteen  thousand  were  prisoners !  It  was  the 
^"'  greatest  victory  that  had  been  gained  in  Europe  since 
^71^  the  battle  of  Blenheim.  Its  effects  were  immense  :  the 
Austrians  were  driven  headlong  out  of  Silesia ;  Schweid- 
nitz  was  regained  ;  the  King  of  Prussia,  pursuing  them, 
carried  the  war  into  Moravia,  and  laid  siege  to  Olmutz ; 
and  England,  awakening  at  the  voice  of  Chatham  from 
its  unworthy  slumber,  refused  to  ratify  the  capitulation 
of  Closterseven,  resumed  the  war  on  the  Continent  with 
more  vigour  than  ever,  and  intrusted  its  direction  to 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  who  soon  rivalled 
Turenne  in  the  skill  and  science  of  his  methodical 
warfare. 

But  it  was  the  destiny  of  the  King  of  Prussia — a 
DiiMte'ra     destiny  which  displayed  his  great  qualities  in  their  full 
Us  tr^ps  ^  lustre — to  be  perpetually  involved  in  difiBculties,  from 
qMrtera,     the  cuormous  numerical  preponderance  of  his  enemies, 
ofz^J^.  or  the  misfortunes  of  the  lieutenants  to  whom  his  sub- 
ordinate armies  were  intrusted.     Frederick  could  not  be 
personally  present  everywhere  at  the  same  time ;  and 
wherever   he  was   absent,  disaster   revealed   the  over- 
whelming  superiority  of  the   force   by  which  he  was 
assailed.     The  siege  of  Olmutz,  commenced  in  March 
1758,  proved  unfortunate.     The  battering  train  at  the 
disposal  of  the  king  was  unequal  to  its  reduction,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  raise  the  siege  on  the  approach  of 
Daun  with  a  formidable  Austrian  army.     During  this  un- 
successful irruption  into  the  south,  the  Russians  had  been 
making  alarming  progi'ess  in  the  north-east,  where    the 
feeble  force  opposed  to  them  was  wellnigh  overwhelmed 
by  their  enormous  superiority  of  numbers.     Frederick 
led  back  the  flower  of  his  army  from  Olmutz  to  Moravia, 
crossed   all  Silesia   and  Prussia,  and  encountered   the 
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sturdy  barbarians  at  Zorudorf,  defeating  tbem  with  the  chap. 
loss  of  seventeen  thousand  men — an  advantage  which 
delivered  the  eastern  provinces  of  the  monarchy  from 
this  formidable  invasion.  This  victory  was  dearly  pur- 
chased, however,  by  the  sacrifice  of  ten  thousand  of  his 
own  best  soldiers. 

But,  during  the  king's  absence,  Prince  Henry  of 
Prussia,  whom  he  had  left  in  command  of  sixteen  thou-  Frodenek'k 
sand  men,  to  keep  Marshal  Daun  in  check,  was  wellnigh  Hohenkir- 
overwhelmed  by  that  able  commander,  who  was  again  *°* 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  fifty  thousand.  Frederick 
flew  back  to  his  support,  and,  having  joined  his  brother, 
took  post  at  Hohenkirchen.  The  position  was  unfa- 
vourable ;  the  army  inferior  to  the  enemy.  "  If  Daun 
does  not  attack  us  here,''  said  Marshal  Keith,  "  he 
deserves  to  be  hanged."  "  I  hope,"  answered  Frederick, 
"  he  will  be  more  afraid  of  us  than  the  rope."  The 
Austrian  veteran,  however,  saw  his  advantage,  and 
attacked  the  Prussians  during  the  night  with  such  skill 
that  he  threw  them  into  momentary  confusion,  took 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  drove  them 
from  their  ground,  with  the  loss  of  seven  thousand  men. 
Nothing,  however,  could  subdue  the  vigour  or  exhaust 
the  resources  of  Frederick.  Though  grievously  wounded 
in  the  conflict,  and  afler  having  seen  his  best  generals 
fall  around  him,  he  rallied  his  troops  at  daybreak^ 
formed  them  in  good  order  behind  the  village  which  had 
been  surprised,  and  led  them  leisurely  to  a  position  a 
mile  from  the  field  of  conflict,  where  he  ofl^ered  battle  to 
the  enemy,  who  did  not  venture  to  accept  it.  Having 
remained  two  days  in  this  position,  to  reorganise  his 
troops,  he  decamped,  raised  the  siege  of  Neiss,  and 
succeeded  in  taking  up  his  winter-quarters  at  Breslau, 
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CHAP,  in  the  very  middle  of  the  proyince  he  had  wrested  firom 

^°'  the  enemy. 

1714.         rj^Yie  campaign  of  1759  was  still  more  perilous  to 

Twnbio  Frederick ;  but,  if  possible,  it  displayed  his  extraordinary 

cnmiw-  talents  in  still  brighter  colours.     He  began  by  observing 

OOTIf  III  .  

irideh  Fn-  the  Austriaus,  uudcr  Daun  and  the  Prince  of  Lorraine, 

dtrick  11 

dtftntod.  in  Silesia,  and  reserved  his  strength  to  combat  the 
Russians,  who  were  advancing,  eighty  thousand  strong, 
through  East  Prussia.  Frederick  attacked  them  at 
Cunnersdorf,  with  forty  thousand  only,  in  an  intrenched 
position,  guarded  by  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
iBrst  onset  of  the  Prussians  was  entirely  successful :  they 
forced  the  front  line  of  the  Russian  intrenchment,  and 
took  seventy-two  guns.  The  victory  seemed  gained  :  he 
wrote  to  Berlin  that  they  might  soon  expect  to  hear  of 
a  glorious  triumph.  But  the  situation  of  the  king  was 
such,  pressed  on  aU  sides  by  superior  armies,  that  he 
could  not  stop  short  with  ordinary  success ;  and,  in 
the  attempt  to  gain  a  decisive  victory,  he  had  wellnigh 
lost  all.  The  heroism  of  his  troops  was  shattered 
against  the  strength  of  the  second  line  of  the  Russians  ; 
a  large  body  of  Austrians  came  up  to  their  support 
during  the  battle,  and  after  having  exhausted  all  the 
resources  of  courage  and  genius,  he  was  driven  from  the 
field  with  the  loss  of  twenty  thousand  men  and  all  his 
artillery. 

The  Russians  lost  eighteen  thousand  men   in    this 

Overwhelm-  terrible  battle,  the  most  bloody  which  had  been  fought 

taneiiii      for  ccuturies  in  Europe,  and  were  in  no  condition  to 

ten.  ^"*^  follow  up  their  victory.     Other  misfortunes,  however, 

in    appearance    overwhelming,    succeeded  each    other. 

General  Schmettau  capitulated  in  Dresden  ;  and  General 

Finch,  with  seventeen  thousand  men,  was  obliged  to  lay 
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down  bis  arras  in  the  defiles  of  the  Bohemian  mountains,     chap. 

All  seemed  lost ;  but  the  king  still  persevered,  and  the     L 

victory  of  Minden  enabled  Prince  Ferdinand  to  detach  *7ii. 
twelve  thousand  men  to  his  support.  The  Prussians 
nobly  stood  by  their  heroic  sovereign  in  the  hour  of  trial 
— new  levies  supplied  the  wide  chasms  in  his  ranks. 
Frederick's  great  skill  averted  all  future  disasters ;  and 
the  campaign  of  1759,  ih^  fourth  of  the  war,  concluded 
with  the  king  still  in  possession  of  all  his  dominions  in 
the  midst  of  the  enormous  forces  of  his  enemies. 

The  campaign  of  1760  began  in  March  by  another 
disaster   at   Landshut,   where   ten   thousand  Prussians  victory  of 
were  cut  to  pieces  under  one  of  his  generals,  and  the  im-  over  Lao- 

,  don  at  Licff- 

portant  fortress  of  Glatz  was  invested  by  the  Austnans.  nite. 
Frederick  advanced  to  relieve  it,  but  soon  remeasured 
his  steps  to  attempt  the  siege  of  Dresden.  Daun,  in 
his  turn,  followed  him,  and  obliged  the  Prussian  monarch 
to  raise  the  siege.  Frederick  then  resumed  his  march 
into  Silesia,  closely  followed  by  three  armies,  each  more 
numerous  than  his  own,  under  Laudon,  Daun,  and  Lacey, 
without  their  being  able  to  obtain  the  slightest  advan- 
tage over  him.  Laudon,  the  most  active  of  them,  at- 
tempted to  surprise  him  ;  but  Frederick  was  aware  of 
his  design,  and  received  the  attacking  columns  at  Lieg* 
nitz  in  so  masterly  a  manner  that  they  were  totally 
defeated,  with  the  loss  of  twelve  thousand  men. 

Scarcely  had  he  achieved  this  victory  when  he  had 
to  make  head  against  Lacey,  withstand  Daun,  repel  Oreadfu 
an    enormous  body  of  Russians,  who  were  advancing  victorf  of 
through  East  Prussia,  and   deliver   Berlin,  which  had  siamai 
been  a  second  time  occupied  by  his  enemies.     Driven  to 
desperate  measures  by  such  an  unparalleled  succession 
of    dangers,  he  extricated  himself  from  them  by  the 

VOL.  II.  2  D 
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terrible  battle  and  extraordinary  victory  of  Torgau, 

November  3,  1761,  in  which,  after  a  dreadful  strugg 

he  defeated  Daun,  though  intrenched  to  the  teeth,  w: 

the  loss  of  twenty-five  thousand  men — an  advants 

dearly  purchased  by  the  loss  of  eighteen  thousand  of 

own  brave  soldiers.    But  this  victory  saved  the  Prussi 

monarchy:  Daun,  severely  wounded  in  the  battle,  retii 

to  Vienna  ;  his  army  withdrew  into  Bohemia ;  two-thii 

of  Saxony  was  regained  by  the  Prussians  ;  the  Russia 

and  Swedes  retired ;  Berlin  was  delivered  from  the  enen 

and  the  fifth  campaign  terminated  with  the  unconquera 

monarch  still  in  possession  of  nearly  his  whole  dominio 

The  military  strength  of  Prussia  was  now  all  1 

exhausted  by  the  unparalleled  and  heroic  efforts  she  1 

made.    Frederick  has  left  us  the  following  picture  of  1 

state  of  his  kingdom  and  army  at  this  disastrous  peric 

— "  Our  condition  at  that  period  can  only  be  likened 

that  of  a  man  riddled  with  balls,  weakened  by  the  1 

of  blood,  and  ready  to  sink  under  the  weight  of  his  s 

ferings.     The  noblesse  were  exhausted,  the  lower  pec 

ruined  ;    numbers  of  villages  burnt,   many  towns 

stroyed ;  a  complete  anarchy  had  overturned  the  wt 

order  and  police  of  government ;  in  a  word,  desolat 

was  universal.     The  army  was  in  no  better  situati 

Seventeen  pitched  battles  had  mowed  down  the  flo^ 

of  the  officers  and  soldiers  ;  the  regiments  were  brol 

down,  and  composed  in  part  of  deserters  and  prisone 

order  had  disappeared,  and  discipline  relaxed  to   si 

a  degree  that  the  old  infantry  was  little  better  tl 

a  body   of  newly-raised   militia.^'     Necessity   not 

than  prudence,  in  these  circumstances,  which   to  \ 

other  man  would  have  seemed  desperate,  prescribe 

cautious  defensive  policy ;  ^  and  it  is  doubtful  whet 
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in  it  his  greatness  did  not  appear  more  conspicuous  than    ooap. 

in  the  bolder  parts  of  his  former  career.  L 

The  campaign  of  1761  passed  in  skilful  marches  and  ^714. 
countermarches,  without  his  numerous  enemies  being  opmti<mi 
able  to  obtain  a  single  advantage,  where  the  king  com-  Tth!^^ 
manded  in  person.  He  was  now,  literally  speaking,  1761. 
assailed  on  all  sides  :  the  immense  masses  of  the 
Austrians  and  Russians  were  converging  to  one  point ; 
and  Frederick,  who  could  not  muster  forty  thousand 
men  under  his  banners,  found  himself  assailed  by  one 
hundred  thousand  allies,  whom  six  campaigns  had 
trained  to  perfection  in  the  military  art.  It  seemed 
impossible  he  could  escape  ;  yet  he  did  so,  and  com- 
pelled his  enemies  to  retire  without  gaining  the  slightest 
advantage  over  him.  Taking  post  in  an  intrenched 
camp  at  Bunzelwitz,  fortified  with  the  utmost  skill, 
defended  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  he  succeeded  in 
maintaining  himself  and  providing  food  for  his  troops  for 
two  months  within  cannon-shot  of  the  enormous  masses 
of  the  Russians  and  Austrians,  till  want  of  provisions 
obliged  them  to  separate.  **  It  has  just  come  to  this,*' 
said  Frederick,  "  who  will  starve  first  ? "  He  made  his 
enemies  do  so.  Burning  with  shame,  they  were  forced 
to  retire  to  their  respective  territories,  so  that  he  was 
enabled  to  take  up  his  winter-quarters  at  Breslau  in 
Silesia.  But,  during  this  astonishing  struggle,  disaster 
had  accumulated  in  other  quarters.  His  camp  at  Bun- 
zelwitz had  only  been  maintained  by  concentrating  in  it 
nearly  the  whole  strength  of  the  monarchy,  and  its  more 
distant  provinces  suffered  severely  under  the  drain. 
Schweidnitz,  the  capital  of  Silesia,  was  surprised  by 
the  Austrians,  with  its  garrison  of  four  thousand  men. 
Prince  Henry,  after  the  loss  of  Dresden,  had  the  utmost 
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CHAP,    difficoltj  in  maintaining  himself  in  the  part  of  Sazonj 
"^'      which  still  remained  to  the  Prussians ;  in  Silesia  they 
1714.     had  lost  all  bat  Glogau,  Breslau^  and  Neisse  ;  and  to 
complete  his  misfortune,  the  dismissal  of  Lord  Chatham 
from  office  in  England  had  led  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
wonted  subsidy  of  £750,000  a-year.     The  resolution 
of  the  king  did   not  smk,  but  his  judgment    ahnost 
despaired  of  success  under  such  a  complication  of  dis- 
asters.    Determined  not  to  yield,  he  discovered  a  con- 
spiracy at  his  headquarters  to  seize  him,  and  deliver 
him  to  his  enemies.     Dreading  such  a  calamity  more 
than  death,  he  carried  with  him,  as  formerly  in  simihir 
circumstances,  a  sure  poison,  intended,  in  the  last  extre- 
mity, to  terminate  his  days. 

"  Nevertheless,^'  as  he  himself  said,  "  affairs  which 

52.  .  . 

The  death    sccmed  dcspcratc,  in  reality  were  not  so;  and  perse- 


affiun. 


press  of  verance  at  length  surmounted  every  peril.''  Fortune 
stores  his  often,  in  real  life,  as  well  as  in  romance,  favours  the 
brave.  In  the  case  of  Frederick,  however,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  say  he  was  favoured  by  Fortune.  On  the 
contrary,  she  long  proved  adverse  to  him ;  and  he  re- 
covered her  smiles  only  by  heroically  persevering  till 
the  ordinary  chances  of  human  affairs  turned  iu  his 
favour.  He  accomplished  what  in  serious  cases  is  the 
great  aim  of  medicine — he  made  the  patient  survive  the 
disease.  In  the  winter  of  1761,  the  Empress  of  Russia 
died,  and  was  succeeded  by  Peter  III.  That  prince  had 
long  conceived  the  most  ardent  admiration  for  Frederick, 
and  he  manifested  it  in  the  most  decisive  manner  on 
his  accession  to  the  throne,  by  not  only  withdrawing 
from  the  alliance,  but  uniting  his  forces  with  those  of 
Prussia  against  Austria.  This  great  event  speedily 
changed  the  face  of  affairs.     The  united  Prussians  and 
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Russians,    under  Frederick,    seventy  thousand  strong,    chap. 

retook  Schweidnitz  in  the  face  of  Daun,  who  had  only    L 

sixty  thousand  men  ;  and  although  the  sudden  death  of  ^^^*' 
the  Czar  Peter  in  a  few  months  depriyed  him  of  the  aid 
of  his  powerful  neighbours,  yet  Russia  took  no  further 
part  in  the  contest.  France,  exhausted  and  defeated  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe  by  England,  could  render 
no  aid  to  Austria,  upon  whom  the  whole  weight  of  the 
contest  fell.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  she  was  over- 
matched by  the  Prussian  hero.  Relieved  from  the  load 
which  had  so  long  oppressed  him,  Frederick  vigorously 
resumed  the  oflFensive.  Silesia  was  wholly  regained  by 
the  king  in  person  ;  the  battle  of  Freyberg  gave  his 
brother.  Prince  Henry,  the  ascendant  in  Saxony ;  and 
the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  seeing  the  contest  hopeless,  were 
glad  to  make  peace  at  Hubertsburg,  on  15th  February 
1 763,  on  terms  which,  besides  confirming  to  him  Silesia, 
left  entire  the  whole  dominions  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 

He  entered  Berlin  in  triumph,  after  six  years'  ab- 
sence, in  an  open  chariot,  with  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Wondarfoi 
Brunswick  seated  by  his  side.  No  words  can  paint  itraggk. 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  spectators  at  the  august  spec- 
tacle, or  the  admiration  with  which  they  regarded  the 
hero  who  had  filled  the  world  with  his  renown.  It 
was  no  wonder  they  were  proud  of  their  sovereign. 
His  like  had  never  been  seen  since  the  fall  of  the 
Roman  empire.  He  had  founded  and  saved  a  kingdom. 
He  had  conquered  Europe  in  arms.  With  six  millions 
of  subjects  he  had  vanquished  powers  possessing  ninety 
millions.  He  had  created  a  new  era  in  the  art  of  war. 
His  people  were  exhausted,  pillaged,  ruined ;  their  num- 
bers had  declined  a  tenth  during  the  contest.  But 
what  then  'i   They  had  come  victorious  out  of  a  struggle 
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CHAP,    unparalleled  in  modern  times :  the  halo  of  Leuthen  and 
^^      Rosbach,  of  Zomdorf  and  Torgau,  played  round  their 
1714.     bayonets ;  they  were  inspired  with  the  energy  whidi  so 
speedily  repairs  any  disaster.      Frederick  wisely  and 
magnanimously  laid  aside  the  sword  when  he  resumed 
the  pacific  sceptre.     His  subsequent  reign  was  almost 
entirely  spent  in  tranquillity ;  all  the  wounds  of  war 
were  speedily  healed  under  his  sage  and  beneficent  ad- 
ministration.    Before  his  death,  his  subjects  had  been 
doubled,  the  national  wealth  had  been  made  triple  of 
what  it  had  been  at  the  commencement  of  his  reign  ; 
and  Prussia  now  boasts  of  sixteen  millions  of  inhabitants, 
and  a  population  increasing  faster  in  numbers  and  re- 
sources than  that  of  any  other  state  in  Europe. 

No  laboured  character,  no  studied  eulogium,  can 
Hisehi^-  paint  Frederick  like  this  brief  and  simple  narrative  of 
^ntfai.  his  exploits.  It  places  him  at  once  at  the  head  of 
modem  generab — if  Hannibal  be  excepted,  perhaps  of 
ancient  and  modem.  He  was  not  uniformly  successful  : 
on  the  contrary,  he  sustained  several  dreadful  defeats. 
But  that  arose  from  the  enormous  superiority  of  force 
by  wliich  he  was  assailed,  and  the  desperate  state  of  his 
affairs,  which  were  generally  so  pressing  that  even  a 
respite  in  one  quarter  could  be  obtained  only  by  a  vic- 
tory instantly  gained,  under  whatever  circumstances,  in 
another.  What  appears  rashness  was  often  in  him  the 
height  of  wisdom.  He  had  no  parliament  or  coalition 
to  consider  ;  no  adverse  faction  was  on  the  watch  to  con- 
vert casual  disaster  into  the  means  of  min.  He  was  at 
liberty  to  take  counsel  only  from  his  own  heroic  breast. 
He  could  protract  the  struggle,  however,  by  no  other 
means  but  strong  and  vigorous  strokes  and  the  lustre  of 
instant  success,  and  they  could  not  be  dealt  out  without 
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the  risk  of  receiving  as  many.     The  fact  of  his  maintain-    ohap. 
iug  the  struggle  against  such  desperate  odds  proves  the      ^"' 
general  wisdom  of  his  policy.     No  man  ever  made  more      i7i4, 
skilful  use  of  an  interior  line  of  communication,  or  flew 
with  greater  rapidity  from  one  threatened  part  of  his 
dominions  to  another.     None  ever,  by  the  force  of  skill 
in  tactics  and  sagacity  in  strategy,  gained  such  astonish- 
ing successes  with  forces   so  inferior.      And  if  some 
generals  have  committed  fewer  faults,  none  were  impelled 
by  such  desperate  circumstances  to  a  hazardous  course ; 
and  none  had  ever  greater  magnanimity  in  confessing 
and  explaining  them  for  the  benefit  of  future  times. 

The  only  general  in  modern  times  who  can  bear  a 
comparison  with  Frederick,  if  the  difficulties  of  his  situa-  compwiioii 
tion  are  considered,  is  Napoleon.  It  is  a  part  only  of  La  n»i!^ 
his  campaigns,  however,  which  sustains  the  analogy.  ^^ 
There  is  no  resemblance  between  the  mighty  conqueror 
pouring  down  the  valley  of  the  Danube,  at  the  head  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  men,  invading  Russia 
with  five  hundred  thousand,  or  overrunning  Spain  with 
three  hundred  thousand,  and  Frederick  the  Great,  with 
thirty  thousand  or  forty  thousand,  turning  every  way 
against  quadruple  the  number  of  Austrians,  French, 
Swedes,  and  Russians.  Yet  a  part,  and  the  most  bril- 
liant part,  of  Napoleon's  career  bears  a  close  resemblance 
to  that  of  the  Prussian  hero.  In  Lombardy  in  1796, 
in  Saxony  in  1813,  and  in  the  plain  of  Champagne  in 
1814,  he  was  upon  the  whole  inferior  in  force  to  his 
opponents,  and  owed  the  superiority  which  he  generally 
enjoyed,  at  the  point  of  attack,  to  the  rapidity  of  his 
movements,  and  the  skill  with  which,  like  Frederick,  he 
availed  himself  of  an  interior  line  of  communication. 
His  immortal  campaign  in  France  in  1814,  in  particular, 
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CHAP,    where  he  bore  up  with  seventy  thousand  men  against 
^^'      two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  enemies,  bears  the  closest 
1714.     resemblance  to  those  which  Frederick  sustained  for  six 
years  against  the  forces  of  the  coalition. 

Both  were  often  to  appearance  rash,  because  the 
Theirpoints  afiairs  of  each  were  so  desperate  that  nothing  could 
biM^™  save  them  but  an  audacious  policy.  Both  were  indo- 
mitable in  resolution,  and  preferred  ruin  to  sitting  down 
on  a  dishonoured  throne.  Both  were  from  the  outset 
of  the  struggle  placed  in  circumstances  apparently  hope- 
less, and  each  succeeded  in  protracting  it  solely  by  his 
astonishing  talent  and  resolution.  The  fate  of  the  two 
was  widely  difierent :  the  one  transmitted  an  honoured 
and  aggrandised  throne  to  his  successors;  the  other, 
overthrown  and  discrowned,  terminated  his  days  on  the 
rock  of  St  Helena.  But  success  is  not  always  the  test 
of  real  merit :  the  verdict  of  ages  is  often  difierent  from 
the  judgment  or  fate  of  present  times.  Hannibal  con- 
quered, has  left  a  greater  name  among  men  than  Scipio 
victorious.  In  depth  of  thought,  force  of  genius,  variety 
of  information,  and  splendour  of  success,  Frederick  will 
bear  no  comparison  with  Napoleon.  But  Frederick's 
deeds,  as  a  general,  were  more  extraordinary  than  those 
of  the  French  emperor,  because  he  bore  up  longer  against 
greater  odds.  It  is  the  highest  praise  of  Napoleon  to 
say,  that  he  did  in  one  campaign — his  last  and  greatest 
— what  Frederick  had  continued  to  do  for  six. 

If  the  campaigns  of  Eugene  and  Frederick  suggest  a 
Of  Mwibo-  comparison  with  those  of  Napoleon,  those  of  Marlborough 
wSu^n.  challenge  a  parallel  with  those  of  the  other  great  com- 
mander of  our  day — Wellington.     Their  political  and 
military  situations  were  in  many  respects  alike.     Both 
combated  at   the    head   of  the  forces  of  a   coalition. 
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composed  of  dissimilar  nations,  actuated  by  separate  chap. 
interests,  inflamed  by  different  passions.  Both  had  ^"' 
the  utmost  difficulty  in  soothing  the  jealousies  and  1714. 
stifling  the  selfishness  of  these  nations ;  and  both  found 
themselyes  often  more  seriously  impeded  by  the  allied 
cabinets  in  their  rear,  than  by  the  enemy's  forces  in 
their  front.  Both  were  the  generals  of  a  nation  which, 
albeit  covetous  of  military  glory,  and  proud  of  warlike 
renown,  is  to  the  last  degree  impatient  of  previous 
preparation  ;  which  ever  frets  at  the  cost  of  wars  that 
its  political  position  renders  unavoidable,  or  that  in 
its  ambitious  spirit  it  had  readily  undertaken.  Both 
were  compelled  to  husband  the  blood  of  their  sol* 
diers,  and  spare  the  resources  of  their  governments,  from 
the  consciousness  that  they  had  already  been  strained 
to  the  uttermost  in  the  cause,  and  that  any  further 
demands  would  render  the  war  so  unpopular  as  speedily 
to  lead  to  its  termination.  The  career  of  both  occurred 
at  a  time  when  political  passions  were  strongly  roused 
in  their  country  ;  when  the  war  in  which  they  were 
engaged  was  waged  against  the  inclination,  and,  in  ap- 
pearance at  least,  against  the  interests,  of  a  large  and 
powerful  party  at  home,  who  sympathised  from  political 
feeling  with  their  enemies,  and  were  ready  to  decry  every 
success  and  magnify  every  disaster  of  their  own  arms, 
from  a  secret  feeling  that  their  party  elevation  was 
identified  rather  with  the  successes  of  the  enemy  than 
with  those  of  their  own  countrymen.  The  Tories  were 
to  Marlborough  precisely  what  the  Whigs  were  to  Wel- 
lington. Both  were  opposed  to  the  armies  of  the  most 
powerful  monarch,  led  by  the  most  renowned  generals  of 
Europe,  whose  forces,  preponderating  over  those  of  the 
adjoining  states,  had  come  to  threaten  the  liberties  of  all 
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CHAP.  Enrope,  and  against  whom  there  had  at  last  been  formed 
^"'  a  general  coalition,  to  restrain  the  ambition  from  which 
1714.     so  much  detriment  had  already  been  ezperiencecL 

But  while  in  these  respects  the  two  British  heroes 
Points 'in    werc  placcd  yerj  much  in  the  same  circamstances,  in 
^tiiLionj"^  other  particulars,  not  less  material,  their  situations  were 
widely  different.     Marlborough  had  neyer  any  diflScoIties 
in  the  field  to  struggle  with,  approaching  those  which 
beset  Wellington.     By  great  exertions,  both  on  his  own 
part  and  that  of  the  British  and  Dutch  goyemment,  his 
force  was  generally  almost  equal  to  that  with  which  he 
had  to  contend.     It  was  often  exactly  so.     War  at  that 
period,  in  the  Low  Countries  at  least,  consisted  chiefly 
of  a  single  battle  during  a  campaign,  followed  by  the 
siege  of  two  or  three  frontier  fortresses.     The  number  of 
strongholds  with  which  the  country  bristled,  rendered 
any  further  or  more  extensiye  operations,  in  general, 
impossible.     This  state  of  matters  at   once   rendered 
success  more  probable  to  a  general  of  superior  abilities, 
and  made  it  more  easy  to  repair  disaster.     No  yehement 
passions  had  been  roused,  bringing  whole  nations  into 
the  field,  and  giying  one  state,  where  they  had  burnt 
the  fiercest,  a  yast  superiority  in  point  of  numbers  over 
its  more  pacific  or  less  excited  neighbours.     But  in  all 
these  respects,  the  circumstances  in  which  Wellington 
was  placed  were  not  only  not  parallel,  they  were  con- 
trasted.    From  first  to  last,  in  the  Peninsula,  he  was 
enormously   outnumbered   by  the  enemy.      Until   the 
campaign  of  1813,  when  his  force  in  the  field  was,  for 
the  first  time,  equal  to  that  of  the  French,  the  superiority 
to  which  he  was  opposed  was  so  prodigious  that  the 
only  surprising  thing  is,  how  he  was  not  driyen  into  the 
sea  at  the  yery  first  encounter. 
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While  the  French  had  never  less  than  two  hundred    ohap. 
thousand  effective  troops  at  their  disposal,  after  provid-      ^^' 
ing  for  all   their  garrisons   and   communications,    the      i7i4. 
English  general  had  never  more  than  thirty  thousand  GmtraM- 
effective   British,    and    twenty    thousand    Portuguese,  Jb^^^th 
around  his  standard.     The  French  were  directed  by  the  iTn^n^ 
Emperor,  who,  intent  on  the  subjugation  of  the  Penin-  ******"*"^ 
sula,  and  wielding  the  inexhaustible  powers  given  by 
the  conscription  for  the  supply  of  his  armies,  cared  not 
though  he  lost  a  hundred  thousand  men  in  every  cam- 
paign, provided  he  purchased  success  by  their  sacrifice. 
Wellington  was  supported  at  home  by  a  government 
which,  raising  its  soldiers  by  voluntary  enrolment,  could 
with  difficulty  supply  a  drain  of  fifteen  thousand  men 
a-year  from  their  ranks  for  service  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.     He  was  watched  by  a  party  which  decried  every 
advantage,  and  magnified  every  disaster,  in  order  to  induce 
the  entire  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the  Peninsula. 

Napoleon  sent  into  Spain  a  host  of  veterans  trained 
in  fifteen  years'  combats,  who  had  carried  the  French  oppodte 
standards  into  every  capital  of  Europe.     Wellington  led  stancu  of 
to  their  encounter  troops  admirably  disciplined,  indeed,  ofVajo!.*" 
but  almost  all  unacquainted  with  actual  war,  and  having  C^^ua^  ' 
often  to  learn  the  rudiments  even  of  the  most  necessary  \\ngum! ' 
field  operations  in  presence  of  the  enemy.    Marlborough's 
troops,  though  heterogeneous  and  dissimilar,  had  been 
trained  to  their  practical  duties  in  the  preceding  wars 
under  William  III.,  and  brought  into  the  field  a  degree 
of  experience  noways  inferior  to  that  of  their  opponents. 
Bolingbroke  tells  us  that,  from  the  very  outset  of  his 
command,  in  the  Wars  of  the  Succession,  Marlborough 
placed  his  main  reliance  on  this  circumstance.      Who- 
ever weighs  with  impartiality  those  different  circum- 


isties. 
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CHAP,    stances,  cannot  avoid  arriying  at  the  conclusion,  that,  as 
^^''      Wellington's  difficulties  were   incomparably  more  for- 
1714.     midable  than  Marlborough's,  so  his  merit  in  surmounting 
them  was  proportionally  greater. 

Though  similar  in  many  respects,  so  far  as  the  general 
Their  li-     couduct    of   their  campaigns  is  concerned,    from    the 
^meter-    nccessitj  uudcr  which  both  laboured  of  husbanding  the 
blood  of  their  soldiers,  the  military  qualities  of  England's 
two  chiefs  were  essentially  different,  and  each  possessed 
some  points  in  which  he  was  superior  to  the  other.     By 
nature  Wellington  was  more  daring  than  Marlborough, 
and  though  soon  constrained  by  necessity  to  adopt  a 
cautious  system,  he  continued,  throughout  all  his  career, 
to  incline  more  to  a  hazardous  policy  than  his  great 
predecessor.     The  intrepid  advance  and  fight  at  Assaye, 
the  crossing  of  the  Douro  and  movement  on  Talavera  in 
1809,  the  advance  to    Madrid  and   Burgos  in   1812, 
the   actions    before  Bayonne  in   1813,  the   desperato 
stand  made  at  Waterloo  in  1815 — place  this  beyond  a 
doubt.      Marlborough  never  hazarded  so  much  on  the 
success  of  a  single  enterprise :  he  ever  aimed  at  com- 
passing his  objects  by  skill  and  combination,  rather  than 
risking  them  on  the  chance  of  arms.     Wellington  was  a 
mixture  of  Turenne  and  Eugene  :  Marlborough  was  the 
perfection  of  the  Turenne  school  alone.      No  man  could 
figlit  more  ably  and  gallantly  than  Marlborough  :  his 
talent  and  rapidity  of  eye  in  tactics  were  at  least  equal 
to  his  skill  in  strategy  and  previous  combination.      But 
he  was  not  partial  to  such  desperate  passages-at-arms, 
and  never  resorted  to  them  but  from  necessity,  or  wlien 
encouraged  by  a  happy  opportunity  for  striking  a  blow. 
The  proof  of  this  is  decisive.     Marlborough,  during  ten 
campaigns,  fought  only  five  pitched  battles.    Wellington, 
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in  seven,  fought  fifteen,  in  eyery  one  of  which  he  proved     chap. 
victorious.*  ^"' 

Mariborough's   consummate   generalship,   throughout     *^'*- 
his  whole  career,  kept  him  out  of  disaster.     It  was  said,  WeUinj^ 
with  justice,  that  he  never  fought  a  battle  which  he  did  vm\Sw  ^ 
not  gain,  nor  laid  siege  to  a  town  which  he  did  not  take.  m^^^liM. 
He  took  above  twenty  fortified  places  of  the  first  order,  BiJibo- 
generally  in  presence  of  an  enemy's  army  superior  to  his  '**°*^'*" 
own.      Wellington's  more  desperate  circumstances  fre- 
quently involved  him  in  peril,  and  on  some  occasions 
caused  serious  losses  to  bis  army  ;  but  they  were  the 
price  at  which  he  purchased  his  transcendent  successes. 
Wellington's  bolder  strategy  gained  for  him  advantages 
which  the  more  circumspect  measures  of  his  predecessor 
never  could  have  attained.     Marlborough  would  never, 
with  scarcely  any  artillery,  have  hazarded  the  attack  on 
Burgos,  nor  incurred  the  perilous  chances  of  the  retreat 
from  that  town  ;   but  he  never  would  have  delivered 
the   south  of  the  Peninsula  in  a  single  campaign,  by 
throwing  himself,  with  forty  thousand  men,  upon  the 
communications,  in  the   north,  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand.      It  is  hard  to  say  which  was  the  greatest 
general,  if  their  merits  in  the  field  alone  are  considered  ; 
but  Wellington's  successes  were  the  more  vital  to  his 
country,  for  they  delivered  it  from  the  greater  peril ; 
and  they  wore  more  honourable  to  himself,  for  they  were 
achieved  against  greater  odds.      And  his  fame  in  future 
times   will   be   proportionally   brighter ;   for   the   final 
overthrow   of   Napoleon,   and  the   destruction   of  the 
Revolutionary  power,  in  a  single  battle,  present  an  object 

*  Viz:  Vimoira,  tho  Douro,  Talavora,  Buuaco,  Fucntos  d'Onoro,  Sala- 
manca, Vitorio,  tho  Pyrenees,  tho  Bidafisoo,  tho  Nivo,  tho  NivcUo^  Orthcs^ 
Toulouse,  Quatro  Bros,  and  Waterloo. 
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oHAF.  of  surpassing  interest,  to  which  there  is  nothing  in  his- 
"''  tory  perhaps  parallel,  and  which,  to  the  latest  genera- 
*^**-     tion,  will  fascinate  the  minds  of  men. 

Marlborough  laid  great  stress  on  cayalrj  in  war  ;  his 
Mftribo-  chief  successes  in  the  field  were  owing  to  the  skilful  use 
mm  luw  of  made  of  a  powerful  resenre  body  of  horse  in  the  decisiye 
WeUington  poiut,  and  at  the  decisiye  moment.  It  was  thus  that  he 
"  ^'  overthrew  the  French  centre  at  Blenheim,  by  the  charge 
of  six  thousand  cavalry  headed  by  himself  in  person,  in 
the  interval  between  that  village  and  Oberglau  ;  struck 
the  decisive  blow  at  Ramilies  by  the  charge  of  a  reserve 
of  twenty  squadrons  drawn  from  the  rear  of  the  right ; 
and  broke  through  the  formidable  intrenchments  at 
Malplaquet,  by  instantly  following  up  the  irruption  of 
Lord  Orkney  into  the  centre  of  the  lines  by  a  vigorous 
charge  of  thirty  squadrons  of  cavalry  in  at  the  opening. 
The  proportion  of  horse  to  infantry  was  much  greater  in 
'  his  armies  than  it  has  since  been  in  the  British  service  ; 
it  was  never  under  eighty,  and  at  last  as  high  as  a 
hundred  and  sixty  squadrons,  which,  at  the  usual  rate  of 
a  hundred  and  fifty  to  a  squadron,  must,  when  complete, 
have  mustered  twelve  and  twenty-four  thousand  sabres. 
This  was  from  a  fourth  to  a  fifth  of  their  amount  at 
each  time.  His  horse,  in  great  part  composed  of  the 
steady  German  dragoons,  was  in  general  of  the  very 
best  description.  Wellington's  victories  were,  for  the 
most  part,  less  owing  to  the  action  of  cavalry  ;  but  that 
was  because  the  country  which  was  the  theatre  of  war 
— Portugal,  Spain,  and  the  south  of  France — was  com- 
monly too  rocky  or  mountainous  to  admit  of  the  use  of 
horse  on  an  extended  scale,  and  he  had  not  nearly  so 
large  a  body  of  cavalry  at  his  disposal.  Where  they 
could  be  rendered  available,  he  made  the  best  use  of 
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this  powerfiil  arm,  as  was  shown  in  Le    Marchant's     chap. 

noble   charge   at   Salamanca,    Bock's   with   the  heavy    

Germans    next    daj,    and    Ponsonbj's,   Vivian's,    and     ^7'*- 
Somerset's  at  Waterloo. 

In  recent  times,  and  especiallj  since  the  campaigns 
of  Frederick  the  Great,  the  importance  of  cavalry  has  nm»16oii> 
been  too  much  underrated  by  military  men.  Napoleon  bai^sopinion 
had  the  highest  opinion  of  the  value  of  that  arm  in  war  -^^  ^  ^' 
he  constantly  said,  that,  if  the  courage  and  leading  on 
both  sides  were  equal,  horse  should  break  the  steadiest 
infantry.  Almost  all  his  great  victories — Austerlitz, 
Jena,  Friedland,  Borodino,  Dresden,  Montmirail,  Vau- 
champs — were  owing  to  the  terrible  charge  at  the  close 
of  the  day  by  Murat,  or  his  successors,  with  his  immense 
body  of  heavy  horse.  This  vehemence  all  but  reft  the 
day  from  the  British  at  Waterloo  :  opposed  by  any 
other  infantry,  it  unquestionably  would  have  done  so. 
Hannibal's  victories  were  all  gained  by  his  Numidian 
cavalry  :  the  sight  of  the  uniform  of  two  or  three  of 
them  was  sufficient  after  Cannse  to  make  a  whole 
Roman  legion  stand  to  arms.  This  is  adverse  to  the 
general  doctrine  of  military  men  at  this  period ;  but 
there  are  phases  in  opinion  on  war  as  in  other  things : 
what  is  commonly  thought  at  a  particular  time  is  not 
always  right.  The  recent  victories  of  Aliwal  and 
Sobraon  in  India  have  gone  far  to  shake  the  validity  of 
the  more  current  opinion  ;  and  if  authority  is  to  decide 
the  matter,  he  is  a  bold  man  who  gainsays  the  united 
judgment  of  Hannibal,  Marlborough,  and  Napoleon. 

Marlborough  was  more  fortunate  than  Wellington, 
perhaps  more  so  than  any  general  of  modem  times,  in 
sieges.  He  took  nearly  all  the  strongest  places  in 
Europe  in  presence  of  an  enemy's  army,  always  equal, 
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CHAP,    generally  superior  to  his  own  :  he  never  once  laid  siege 
^^'      to  a  fortress  that  he  did  not  subdue.     His  reduction  of 
1714.     Lille,  with  its  noble  garrison  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  in 
Maribo'.      presence   of  Vendome   at  the  head  of  a  hundred  and 
monZ^    twenty  thousand,  was  the  most  wonderful  achievement 
wl^n^  of  the    kind   which    modem    Europe   had    witnessed. 
"»M«gM-     Wellington  was  less  fortunate  in  this  branch  of  warfare. 
He  made  three  successful  sieges,  those  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
Badajoz,  and  San  Sebastian;   but  he  sustained  three 
bloody  repulses,  at  Badajoz  in  1811,  Burgos  in  1812, 
and  San  Sebastian  in  the  first  siege  in  1813.     Bat  in 
justice  to  Wellington,  the  essential  difierence  between 
his  situation  and   that  of  Marlborough  in  this  respect 
must  be  considered.     The  latter  carried  on  the  war  in 
Flanders  close  to  the  strongholds  of  Austria  and  Holland, 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  arsenals  of  England,  and 
with  the  facilities  of  water-carriage  in  general  for  bring- 
ing up  his   battering-trains.      His   troops,  trained   by 
experience  in  the  long  war  which  terminated  with  the 
peace   of  Ryswick,   in    1697,   had  become   as  expert 
as  their  enemies  in  all  the  branches  of  the   military 
art. 

Wellington  carried  on  the  war  at  a  great  distance 
cauMMof  from  the  resources  of  Great  Britain,  with  little  aid  from 
stance.  the  inefficient  or  distracted  councils  of  Portugal  or  Spain, 
in  a  mountainous  country,  where  water-communication 
could  only  penetrate  a  short  way  into  the  interior,  in 
presence  of  an  enemy's  force  always  double,  often  triple, 
his  own,  and  with  troops  whom  a  century  of  domestic 
peace,  bought  by  Marlborough's  victories,  had  caused  so 
completely  to  forget  the  practical  details  of  war,  that 
even  some  of  the  best  of  the  general  officers,  when  they 
embarked  for  the   Peninsula,  had   to   be  told  what  a 
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ravelin  and  a  counterscarp  were.*    He  was  compelled  by     chap. 
the  pressure  of  time,  and  the  approach  of  forces  greatly      ^^^ 
superior  to  his  own,  to  make  assaults  as  his  last  chance,      ^^^^* 
wlien  the  breaches  were  scarcely  practicable,  and  the 
parapets  and  defences  around  them  had  not  even  been 
knocked  away.     The  attacks  on  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and 
Badajoz  were  not   regular  sieges ;   they  were   sudden 
assaults  on  strong  places  by  a  sort  of  coup-de-main, 
under  circumstances  where  methodical  approaches  were 
impossible.    Whoever  weighs  these  circumstances,  so  far 
from  wondering  at  the  chequered  fortune  of  Wellington  ' 
in  sieges,  will  rather  be  surprised  that  he  was  successful 
at  all. 

The  examination  of  the  comparative  merits  of  these 
two  illustrious  generals,  and  the  enumeration  of  the  areatand 
names  of  their  glorious  triumphs,  suggests  one  reflection  Und  m- 
of  a  very  peculiar  kind.  That  England  is  a  maritime  England 
power,  that  the  spirit  of  her  inhabitants  is  essentially 
nautical,  and  that  the  sea  is  the  element  on  which  her 
power  has  chiefly  been  developed,  need  be  told  to  none 
who  reflect  on  the  magnitude  of  her  present  colonial 
empire,  and  how  long  she  has  wielded  the  empire  of  the 
waves.  The  French  are  the  first  to  tell  us  that  her 
strength  is  confined  to  that  element ;  that  she  is,  at 
land,  only  a  third-rate  power;  and  that  the  military 
career  does  not  suit  the  genius  of  her  people.  How, 
then,  has  it  happened  that  England,  the  nautical  power, 
and  little  inured  to  land  operations,  has  inflicted  greater 
wounds  upon  France  by  military  success,  than  any  other 

*  This  was  literally  true  of  the  generals  of  infantry.  Pioton,  whose  gallant 
assault  won  the  castle  of  Badigoz,  and  closed  its  terrible  siege,  spent  some 
days  with  a  celebrated  officer,  still  alive,  whose  knowledge  of  fortification  and 
gunnery  is  weU  known,  in  learning  the  rudiments  of  fortification  and  the 
attack  of  places. 

VOL.  II.  2   E 
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oHAP.  power,  and  that  in  almost  all  the  pitched  battles  which 
^'''  the  two  nations  have  fought,  during  five  centuries,  the 
17U.  English  have  proved  victorious  ?  That  England's  mili- 
tary force  is  absorbed  in  the  defence  of  a  colonial  empire 
which  encircles  the  earth,  is  indeed  certain ;  and,  in 
every  age,  the  impatience  of  taxation  in  her  people  has 
starved  down  her  military  establishment,  during  peace, 
to  so  low  a  point,  as  rendered  the  occurrence  of  disaster, 
in  the  first  years  subsequent  to  the  breaking  out  of  war, 
a  matter  of  certainty.  On  the  other  hand,  the  military 
spirit  of  her  neighbours  has  almost  constantly  kept  theirs 
at  the  level  which  insures  early  success.  Yet  with  all 
these  disadvantages,  and  with  a  population  which,  down 
to  the  close  of  the  last  war,  was  little  more  than  half 
that  of  France,  she  has  inflicted  far  greater  land  disasters 
on  her  redoubtable  neighbour  than  all  the  military 
monarchies  of  Europe  put  together. 

English   armies,   for   a  hundred   and  twenty  years, 

Long  Mriefl  ravaged  France ;  while  England  has  not  seen  the  fires  of 

Lt%ntJ''  a  French  camp  since  the  battle  of  Hastings.     English 

F^cefrom  troops  havc  twice  taken  the  French  capital ;  an  English 

*^*°       king  was  crowned  at  Paris  ;  a  French  king  rode  captive 

through  London  ;  a  French  emperor  died  in  English 

captivity,  and  his  remains  were  surrendered  by  English 

generosity.     Twice   the    English   horse   marched   from 

Calais  to  the  Pyrenees  ;    once  from  the  Pyrenees   to 

Calais  ;    the   monuments   of  Napoleon  in  the  French 

capital   at   this  moment  owe   their  preservation  from 

German  revenge  to  an  English  general.     All  the  great 

disasters  and  days  of  mourning  for  France,  since  the 

battle  of  Hastings — Tcnchebray,  Cressy,  Poitiers,  Azin- 

cour,  Vcrneuil,  Crevont,  Blenheim,  Oudenarde,  Ramilies, 

Malplaquet,  Mindcu,  Dettingen,  Quebec,  Egypt,  Talavera, 
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Salamanca,  Vitoria,  the  Pyrenees,  Orthes,  Waterloo —    chap. 
were  gained  by  English  generals,  and  won,  for  the  most      "^' 
part,  by  English  soldiers.  Even  at  Fontenoy,  the  greatesl     *7i*- 
victory  over  England  of  which  France  can  boast  since  Has- 
tings, every  regiment  in  the  French  army  was,  on  their 
own  admission,  routed  by  the  terrible  English  column,  and 
victory  was  snatched  from  its  grasp  solely  by  want  of 
support  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  and  Austrians.^     No 
coalition  against  France  has  ever  been  successful,  in 
which  England  did  not  take  a  prominent  part ;  none, 
in  the  end,  has  failed  of  gaining  its  objects,  in  which 
she  stood  foremost  in  the  fight.   This  fact  is  so  apparent 
on  the   most   superficial  survey  of  history   that  it  is  Hist.  d« 
admitted  by  the  ablest  French  historians,  though  they  aJT***  ^' 
profess  themselves  unable  to  explain  it.^ 

Is  it  that  there  is  a  degree  of  hardihood  and  courage 
in  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  which  renders  them,  without 

*  "  Les  ADglais  ot  les  HoUandais  attaquerent  on  m6me  temps  sur  doux 
points  difffrcntes.  Les  Anglais  s'ayanc^rent  sans  que  rion  etonnat  leur 
audace.  Comme  le  tenuin  so  reserrait,  lours  bataillons  fiirent  obllgds  de 
se  rapprochcr,  et  ainsi  so  forma  naturreUement  cetto  redoutable  colonne, 
dont  le  Due  de  Cumberland  apprecia  toute  la  puissance.  En  effet,  elle 
marchait  en  lanfant  la  mort  do  toutes  sos  fiicos.  Bion  no  pouvait  entamer 
cetto  terrible  masse.  Les  regiments  Fran^ais  venaient  inutilement :  se  hour- 
ter  contro  elle  et  perir.  Le  premier  corps  abord6  par  les  Anglais  fut  le 
regiment  dos  Qardes  Fran^aises.  Avant  que  le  feu  commencat,  un  offider 
Anglais  sort  dcs  rangs,  dte  son  chapoau,  ot  dit^  'Messieurs  les  Francais,  tirezl* 
Un  officicr  s'aTance  aussitdt,  et  r^pond, '  Les  Fran^ais  no  tircnt  pas  les  pre- 
miers :  nous  repondorons.'  Les  Anglais  font  fou,  et  ayeo  tant  de  precision  que 
toute  la  premiere  ligne  des  Qardes  tombat.  Cetto  courtoisie  intempestive 
couta  la  Tie  &  dix-huit  ofBciors.  Cependant  la  colonno  avan^ait  toiyours 
Icntoment,  mais  avec  une  in^branlable  formet^.  Elle  ayait  depas6e  de  trois 
cents  toises  le  front  de  Tarm^e  Fran9aise.  La  bataille  paraissait  perdue,  et 
les  personnes  qui  entouraient  le  roi  parlaient  d6j&  do  la  nccc88it6  do  la  re- 
traito.    La  Mar6schal  de  Saxe,  qu*on  avait  tu  toujours  au  miliea  du  feu,  soit 

on  liti^re  soit  &  choval,  accourt  et  s'6crie, '  Quel  est  le qui  doune  ce  conseil 

a  votre  Majesty  ]  Avant  le  combat  c'etait  mon  avis  ;  il  est  trop  tard  main- 
tenant'  Tout  etait  perdu  si  le  roi  out  quitt6  le  champ  de  bataille.** — Ds 
TocQUEViLLE,  HitUiirt  de  Louis  XV.,  525-526. 
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OHAP.    the  benefit  of  previous  experience  in  war,  adequate  to 

"^'      the  conquest,  on  land,  even  of  the  most  warlike  Conti- 

*7i4-     nental  military  nations  ?     Is  it  that  the  quality  of  dog- 

whikthave  gcd  resolutiou,  determination  not  to  be  conquered, — 

of     bottoniy  in  the  familiar  English  phrase, — is  of  such  value 


thii? 


in  war  that  it  compensates  almost  any  degree  of  infe- 
riority in  the  practical  acquaintance  with  war  1  Is  it 
that  the  North  brings  forth  a  bolder  race  of  men  than 
the  South,  and  that,  other  things  being  equal,  the  people 
nursed  under  a  more  rigorous  climate  will  vanquish  those 
of  a  more  genial  'i  Is  it  that  the  free  spirit  which,  in 
every  age,  has  distinguished  the  English  people,  has 
communicated  a  degree  of  vigour  and  resolution  to  their 
warlike  operations,  which  has  rendered  them  so  often 
victorious  in  land  fights,  albeit  nautical  and  commercial 
in  their  ideas,  over  their  military  neighbours  1  Or  is  it 
that  this  courage  in  war,  and  this  vigour  in  peace,  and 
this  passion  for  freedom  at  all  times,  arise  from,  and  are 
but  symptoms  of,  an  ardent  and  aspiring  disposition, 
1  imprinted  by  Nature  on  the  race  to  whom  the  dominion 

*  of  half  the  globe  has  been  destined  ?     Experience  has 

not  yet  determined  to  which  of  these  causes  this  most 
extraordinary  fact  has  been  owing ;  but  it  is  one  upon 
which  our  military  neighbours,  and  especially  the  French, 
would  do  well  to  ponder,  now  that  the  population  of  the 
British  Isles  has  turned  eight-and-twenty  millions.  If 
England  has  done  such  things  in  Continental  warfare, 
with  an  army  which  never  brought  fifty  thousand  native 
British  sabres  and  bayonets  into  the  field,  what  would 
be  the  result  if  national  distress,  or  necessities,  or  a 
change  in  the  objects  of  national  desire,  were  to  send  two 
hundred  thousand  ? 

It  is  observed  by  the  very  eminent  historian  whose 
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labours  Lave  thrown  such  an  imperishable  light  on  the    chap. 
historj  of  Scotland,*  that  "  historic  truth  is  a  plant  of     ^"' 
the  slowest  growth :  it  generally  takes  several  ages  for  its     ^^u. 
development ;  and  when  it  does  reach  maturity,  it  is  Vaine  if 
chiefly  from  the  influence  of  the  light  of  contemporary  nrj  eorr*- 
letters/'     Never  was  the  justice  of  this  remark  more  inertaWbii- 
clearly  evinced  than  in  the  history  of  the  illustrious  hero  tratiu 
whose  biograpliy  has  now  been  brought  to  a  close.    More 
perhaps   than   any  other  man,   Marlborough  was  the 
architect  of  the  marvellous  edifice  of  England's  greatness ; 
for  he  at  once  established  on  a  solid  basis  the  Protestant 
succession,  which  secured  its  religious  freedom,  and  van- 
quished  the   formidable   enemy   which   threatened  its 
national   independence.      His  mighty  arm  bequeathed 
to  his  country  the  honours  and  the  happiness  of  the 
eighteenth  century  :  the  happiest  period,  by  the  admis- 
sion of  all  historians,  which  has  dawned  upon  the  world 
since  that  of  the  Antonines  in  ancient  story. 

He  laid  the  foundation — in  preserving  and  raising  its 
place  among  the  nations,  and  securing  the  freedom  which  its  Tak 
vivified  its  exertions — of  the  colonial  empire  which  is  Mvibo- 
destined  to  spread  its  descendants  over  half  the  globe.  m«morj. 
Nelson  and  Wellington  themselves  were  less  instrumental 
in  producing  its  greatness.  They  upheld — but  he  created. 
Yet  was  this  mighty  genius  and  noble  character  the  ob- 
ject of  unmeasured  obloquy  in  the  generation  which  he 
had  illustrated,  and  among  the  people  whom  he  had 
saved.     If  there  is  any  contrast  more   striking  than 
another,  it  is  between  Marlborough  as  drawn  by  the 
party  writers  of  the  day,  and  Marlborough  as  now  re- 
vealed by  the  impartial  record  of  his  actions,  and  the 
unerring  testimony  of  his  confidential  correspondence. 

•  MrTytler. 
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It  is  tlie  fate  of  all  men,  in  a  world  so  largely  influe: 
hj  passion  and  selfishness,  who  have  made  a  great 
lasting  impression  on  human  affairs,  to  be  for  a  se 
borne  down  by  snch  calumnies.  Marlboroagh 
nnderwent  the  fate  which  had  been  andergone 
Caesar,  and  was  reserved  for  Napoleon.  If  the 
ceding  pages  shall  contribute  in  any  degree  to  aii 
the  illustration  of  so  great  a  character,  and  to  she^ 
light  of  historic  truth  on  the  actions  of  one  of  the  : 
illustrious  men  whom  the  world  has  ever  produced, 
author's  labours  will  not  bare  been  incurred  in  vaiD 
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Asn^oDON,  lord,  ii.  162. 

Academies,  the  French,  origin  of  the, 
with  Louis  XIY.,  L  57. 

Act  of  Association,  the,  in  fieivour  of 
William  III.,  i.  18. 

Act  of  Settlement,  the  British,  i.  46. 

Adda,  check  of  Prince  Eugene  on  the, 
i.  231. 

Administration,  the  system  of,  in  France, 
under  Louis  XIV.,  i.  56. 

Agincourt,  small  force  at  the  battle  of, 
i.  309. 

Aicha,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough,  i.  155. 

Aire,  siege  and  capture  of,  by  the  Allies, 
ii.  128— restored  to  France  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  232. 

Aix-la-Chapelle,  treaty  of,  i.  83 — recep- 
tion of  Marlborough  at,  in  1713,  iL  247. 

Albemarle,  lord,  defeated  and  compelled 
to  surrender  at  Dcnain,  ii.  231  — 
anecdote  of,  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy, 
311. 

Albex^tti,  the  marquis,  defence  of  Douai 
by,  iL  117, 122 — operations  under  him 
to  arrest  tiie  siege  of  Bouchain,  196. 

Albert,  fort,  capture  of,  by  the  French, 
i.  409. 

Alexander,  the  emperor,  his  measures 
for  the  civilisation  of  Russia,  iL  100. 

Alfarez,  success  of  the  Allies  at,  ii.  178. 

Alicante,  siege  of,  by  the  French,  il  3. 

Allegr6,  the  marquis,  defence  of  Bonn  by, 
i.  127— at  the  forcing  of  the  lines  of 
the  Meuse,  215 — he  is  made  prisoner 
there,  216 — overtures  for  peace  made 
through  him  in  1706,  278. 

Alliance,  first  formation  of  the,  by  Marl- 
borough, i.  28  et  teq. — re-formation  of 
it  after  tlie  death  of  William  111.,  and 
its  forces,  47 — talent  of  Marlborough 
as  shown  in  keeping  it  together,  197 
— its  fall  simultaneous  with  his,  ii.  172. 


Allies,  forces  of  the,  at  the  commence 
ment  of  the  war,  L  81 — their  divisions 
and  weakness  which  arose  from  these 
82 — their  difficulties  regarding  a  com 
mander-in-chief,  and  Marlborough  at 
last  appointed,  86 — their  forces  and 
plans  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  92 — 
their  gains  by  the  campaign  of  1702, 
106 — ^they  are  joined  by  Portugal,  123 
— disasters  sustained  by  them,  1 708,  on 
the  Upper  Rhine  and  in  Bavaria,  188 
— they  are  joined  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  142— gains  of  the,  by  the  cam- 
paign of  1704,  186 — their  parsimony 
after  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  and  its 
injurious  results,  194,  195 — their  su- 

Eincncss  after  the  campaign  of  Blen- 
eim,  202 — their  backwardness,  &o.  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1706, 
239— difficulties  of  Marlborough  from 
this,  240  —  dissensions  among  them 
after  the  campaign  of  1706,  280 » 
threatened  dissolution  of  their  union, 
284 — successful  efforts  of  Marlborough 
to  prevent  this,  285 — negotiations  be- 
tween them  and  France  broken  off,  ifr. 
— advantages  gained  by  them  by  the 
campaign  of  1706,  and  their  position 
at  the  opening  of  that  of  1707,  292 — 
their  efforts  to  secure  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden,  298 — their  renewed  jealousies 
and  procrastinations,  303 — their  de- 
feat at  Almanza,  &c.,  305 — continued 
disasters  sustained  by  them  in  Spain 
and  on  the  Rhine  in  1707,  321— their 
invasion  of  Provence  and  its  failure, 
324  et  M^.- their  forces  for  the  cam- 
paign of  1708, 378. 

Their  successes  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  on  the  Rhine  in  1708,  ii.  1 — their 
jealousies,  &c.  in  Italy  in  1708,  4 — 
concessions  offered  by  France  to  them 
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Allies,  continued. 
in  1709,  11— their  counter  proposals, 
12 — progress  of  the  negotiations,  13 — 
their  ultimatum,  16 — their  resolution 
on  the  rupture  of  the  negotiations,  19 
— their  conduct  with  regard  to  them, 
20 — losses  sustained  by  them  at  Mal- 
plaquet,  61 — effects  of  their  jealousies 
m  1709,  on  the  campaign  on  the  Rhine, 
100  —  continued  jealousies  among 
them,  and  Marlborough's  difficulties 
with  regard  to  these,  106— the  con- 
ferences for  peace  at  Qertruydenberg, 
108 — their  demands  there,  109 — and 
causes  of  the  rupture  of  the  negotia- 
tions, 110 — their  plans  for  the  cam- 
paign of  1710,  112 — remonstrances  by 
them  against  the  conclusion  of  peace 
by  England,  211— their  forces  in  Flan- 
ders for  the  campaign  of  1712,  219 — 
their  indignation  at  the  defection  of 
England,  222— withdrawal  of  the  Eng- 
lish troops  from  theirs,  228 — their 
continued  losses  and  failures  after  the 
defection  of  England,  230  et  teg. — ^final 
dissolution  of  their  alliance,  232. 

Allies,  objects  for  which  they  fought  in 
the  wars  of  the  Succession  and  of  the 
French  revolution,  ii.  824  et  »eq. 

Allies,  the,  their  invasion  of  Franco  in 
1814  and  1815  not  parallel  to  Marl- 
borough's, ii.  387. 

Almanza,  the  battle  of,  i.  805— great  re- 
sults which  followed  it,  309 — erroneous 
tactics  to  which  the  greatness  of  its 
results  was  due,  3 1 0 — analogy  between 
it  and  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  ii.  85. 

Almarez,  capture  of, by  the  Frcuch,ii.  1 77. 

Alort,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies,  i.  253. 

Alps,  passes  of  the,  secured  by  the  Allies, 

XL  4. 

Alsace,  the  conquest  of,  by  France,  i.  33 

— operations  in,  1709,  ii.  101. 
American   revolution,  danger  to  Great 

Britain  during  the,  from  the  union  of 

France  and  Spain,  ii.  352. 
Amsterdam,  anxiety  for  peace  in,  1708, 

I  380. 
Andalusia,  support  of  the  Bourbons  in, 

i.  273— enthusiasm  in,  in  favour  of 

them,  1709,  ii.  103. 
AnglcBoa,  lord,  ii.  208,  210 — appointed 

vice- treasurer  of  Ireland,  153. 
Anlialt,  the  prince  of,  at  the  siege   of 

Douai,  ii.  122. 
Anjou,  the  duke  of,  grandson  of  Louis 

XIV.,  bequo8t  of  the  crown  of  Spain 

to  him,  i.  27,  38, 41— crowned  king  of 

Spain  as  Philip  V.,  42,  43.  See  further 

Philip  V. 


Anne,  queen,  Sarah  Jennings  ladj-in- 
waiting  to  her  while  princess,  L  9 — her 
expressed  resolution  to  abaiidon  her 
father,  13 — ^her  desertion  of  him,  17 — 
settlement  on  her  as  princess  after  the 
Revolution,  19— the  debates  regarding 
her  succession,  25 — Marlborough  pre- 
ceptor to  her  son,  t5.  — her  generosity 
to  Marlborough's  daughters,  26  —dying 
recommendation  by  William  III.  to 
her,  45 — ^her  accession,  and  confidence 
reposed  in  Marlborough  by  her,  28,  46 
— sketch  of  her  character,  75 — her  first 
cabinet  chiefly  composed  of  Tories,  85 
—efforts  to  have  her  husband  made 
commander-in-chief  of  the  allies,  86  — 
honours  conferred  by  her  on  Marl- 
borough after  the  campaign  of  1702, 
105— munificent  offer  to  Marlborough 
by  her,  118 — letter  &om  her  to  the 
duchess  on  the  death  of  the  marquis 
of  Blandford,  121 — marriage  portions 
given  by  her  to  Marlborough's  daugh- 
ters, 122 — her  early  attachment  to  the 
duke  and  duchess  of  Marlborough, 
336 — her  general  character,  ih. — causes 
of  her  estrangement  from  them,  337 — 
her  attachment  to  high-church  prin- 
ciples, t6. — and  to  the  Tories,  338 — 
her  estrangement  from  them  increased 
by  the  character  of  the  duchess,  Marl- 
borough's absence,  &c.,  339 — her  va- 
cillation and  inconsistency,  340 — the 
appointment  of  lord  Sunderland  forced 
by  the  Whigs  upon  her,  341 — causes 
of  her  dislike  to  him,  342 — long  holds 
out  against  his  appointment,  but  at 
last  yields,  344  et  seq. — her  continued 
leaning  toward  the  Tories,  350 — mani- 
festations of  this  in  her  ecclesiastical 
proferments,  351 — lise  of  Mrs  Masham 
(Abigail  Hill)  into  influence  with  her, 
353,  364 — mutual  recriminations  be- 
tween her  and  the  duchess  of  Marl- 
borough, 356— at  first  resists  the  dis- 
missal of  Harley,  364 — but  is  at  last 
compelled  to  yield,  365 — in  soci-et  is 
ruled  by  Harley  and  Mrs  Masham, 
368— interview  between  her  aud  the 
duchess,  371. 

Her  increasing  alienation  from  Marl- 
borough, ii.  6— death  of  her  husband, 
and  her  reception  of  the  duchesA  of 
Marlborough  on  the  occasion,  9— her 
increasing  coldness  toward  tlie  duchess, 
70 — her  conduct  with  regard  to  the 
battle  of  Malplaquct,  72— her  recep- 
tion of  Marlborough's  request  to  be 
made  captain-gcnenil  for  life,  ib.  et »tq. — 
her  speech  on  the  battle  of  Malpla(]uet, 


INDEX. 


441 


73  —  her  increasing  jealousy  of  Marl- 
borough, 74  —  insults  offered  to  him, 
and  his  rcmonsti-ance  with  her  regard- 
ing them,  76  —  her  reception  of  thcso 
and  of  himself,  78  —  she  hastens  his 
departure  to  Holland,  79 — declaration 
by  her  regarding  Mijirlborough  in  1710, 
113  —  total  increase  of  the  national 
debt  under  her,  1 30  —  her  increasing 
alienation  from  Marlborough,  133 — 
last  interview  betw^een  her  and  the 
duchess,  134 — the  appointment  of  lord 
Shrewsbury  as  her  lord-chamberlain, 
135,  137 — remonstrance  of  lord  Godol- 
phin  against  it,  139  —  insists  on  the 
promotion  of  colonel  Hill,  141  et  seq. 
— resolves  on  dismissing  lord  Sunder- 
land, 142  —  his  dismissal,  144  —  ad- 
drcHsos  to  her  after  these  measures, 
147  —  renewed  altercations  between 
her  and  the  duchess  on  Sunderland's 
dismissal,  1 49 — letter  from  the  duchess 
to  her,  and  her  answer,  150— dismissal 
of  Godolphin,  157 — her  ungracious  re- 
ception of  Marlborough,  166  —  dis- 
misses the  duchess  from  all  her  em- 
ployments, 107 — acknowledgment  of 
her  title  by  the  proliminaiies  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  201  —  interview 
between  her  and  Marlborough  on  his 
return  from  the  Continent,  208— her 
apparent  vacillation  between  the 
Whigs  and  the  Tories,  211 — at  last 
dismisses  Marlborough,  213 — his  letter 
to  her  on  his  dismissal,  214 — interferes 
to  prevent  the  duel  between  him  and 
lord  Poulett,  226  —  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  ib.  —  causes  wliich 
aroused  her  jealousy  of  the  Whigs, 
239  —  influence  of  the  Revolution  on 
her,  241  —  ingratitude  of  her  conduct 
toward  Marlborough,  242,  243  —  her 
uncertainties  with  regard  to  the  suc- 
cession, 252  —  her  feelings  with  refer- 
ence to  it,  2.55— dismisses  Ilarley,  and 
commits  the  formation  of  a  ministry 
to  Bolingbroke,  260  el  srfj.  —  last  act 
and  deatii  of,  262 — her  Tory  predilec- 
tions, and  their  influence  on  the  over- 
throw of  Marlborough,  346. 

Anncci,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  ii. 
102. 

Anteroche,  the  count  d*,  at  Fontenoy,  ii 
311. 

Antwerp,  designs  of  Marlborough  for  the 
capture  of,  1703,  i.  126,  129— his  par- 
tial success  against  it,  130 — surrender 
of  it  to  the  Allies,  257 — subsequent 
surrender  of  it  to  tVench  influence  by 
Great  Britain,  200  —  attempt  of  Ven- 


ddmo  on  it,  380  —  reception  of  Marl- 
borough at  it  in  1713,  ii.  246. 

Aragon,  subjugation  of,  by  the  French,  L 
309— operations  in,  1709,  ii  104.  . 

Arco,  general  d',  commands  the  linos  of 
Schellenberg,  i.  151  — his  defence  and 
defeat  there,  153  et  seq. 

Arfeld,  the  chevalier  d',  at  Almanza,  L 
307. 

Argyll,  the  duke  of,  at  the  battle  of 
Oudenarde,  i.  394 — the  arrest  of  Marl- 
borough by  him  proposed,  ii.  74 — his 
testimony  with  regard  to  the  campaign 
of  1711,  225  —  commands  in  Scotland 
against  the  earl  of  Mar  in  1715,  and 
his  movements,  274—  his  vigour  saves 
Edinburgh  from  the  rebels,  ib. — and 
afterwards  Stirling,  275 — forces  under 
him,  277--battle  of  Sheriffhmir,  278— 
is  removed  from  the  command,  281 — 
personal  enmity  between  him  and 
Marlborough,  282 — his  feelings  on  the 
suppression  of  the  insurrection,  284. 

Arloux,  check  of  the  Allies  at,  ii.  184 — 
captured  by  them,  1 89 — recaptured  by 
the  French,  190. 

Army,  changes  in  the,  introduced  by 
Louis  XIV.,  i.  55. 

Arras,  designs  of  the  Allies  against,  which 
are  frustrated  by  Villars,  ii.  122 — is 
confirmed  to  France  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  232. 

Artagnan,  general,  at  Malplaquet,  iL  60. 

Artillery,  improvement  in  the,  under 
Louis  XIV.,  i.  55. 

Artois,  incursions  of  the  Allies  into^  i. 
409. 

Asfeld,  the  chevalier  d',  capture  of  Denia 
by,  ii.  3. 

Ath,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough,  i.  263. 

Athlone,  the  earl  of,  i.  29 — forces  under 
him  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  92 — 
covers  the  siege  of  Kaiserworth,  93 — 
saves  Nimeguen  from  capture  by  the 
French,  94 — his  jealousy  of  Marlbo- 
rough, 96 — his  generous  conduct  to- 
ward Marlborough,  1 06—  his  death,  127. 

Atterbury,  bishop,  at  Marlborough's 
funeral,  ii.  308. 

Aubach,  general  d',  left  by  Marlborough 
to  defend  Treves,  i.  209 — his  miscon- 
duct there,  and  its  effects  on  Marl- 
borough's plans,  210,  211. 

Aubigny,  capture  of  redoubt  of,  ii.  184, 
189. 

Aubrey,  coxmt  d*,  slain  at  Malplaquet, 
u.  64. 

Augsburg,  the  Protestant  league  of,  i.  36 
— objects  for  which  formed.  Ac,  ii. 
321— capture  of,  by  the  French,  i.  139. 
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Augustas,  king  of  Poland,  the  dethrone- 
ment of,  by  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden, 
ii.  87 — measures,  &c.,  of  Marlborough 
toward  him  as  ox-king,  L  303— present 
at  the  siege  of  Lille,  410  — joins  the 
coalition  against  Sweden  after  the 
overthrow  of  Charles  XII.,  ii.  107. 

Aul,  capture  of,  by  the  French,  L  409. 

AusterUtz,  analogy  between,  and  Bami- 
lies,  ii.  86. 

Austria,  a  member  of  the  Protestant 
league  of  Augsbuig,  L  36  —  insurrec- 
tion against  her  in  Hungary  at  the 
opening  of  the  war,  81  —  her  views  in 
joining  the  alliance,  t6.— plan  of  Louis 
XIV,  for  attacking  her  by  the  valley 
of  the  Danube,  1 24  —  her  danger  in 
1703,  before  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
1 39 — her  danger  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  of  1704, 144 — tlie  Hungarian 
insurrection  against  her,  1 45 — honours 
conferred  by  her  government  on  Marl- 
borough after  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
187  —  her  parsimony,  tardiness,  ftc, 
for  the  campaign  of  1705, 194, 195— 
her  supincness  after  the  campaign  of 
Blenheim,  203,  205 — her  jealousies  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  campaign  of 
1705,  229 — these  jealousies  are  ap- 
peased by  Marlborough,  233 — his  re- 
ception in  the  empire,  234  —  her  con- 
tinued distress  from  the  Hungarian 
insurrection,  274  —  disunion  between 
her  and  the  Allies  produced  by  the 
campaign  of  1706,  280 — the  govern- 
ment of  the  Netherlands  ofifered  to 
Marlborough  by  her,  ib. — diversion  of 
her  forces  to  Naples  during  the  cam- 
paign of  1707,  312— renewed  disputes 
between  her  and  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden,  321 — selfish  conduct  of  her 
government  >%4th  regard  to  the  expe- 
dition against  Toulon,  322  —  efforts  of 
Marlborough  to  adjust  her  differences 
with  Charies  XII.,  326. 

Disputes  between  her  government 
and  that  of  Savoy,  ii.  4 — dissensions 
between  them  in  1 709,  and  effect  of 
these  on  the  operations  in  Piedmont, 
101 — her  demands  at  the  conferences 
of  Gertruydenberg,  109— effect  on  her 
of  the  diJBmissal  of  lord  Sunderland 
from  office,  1 48  —  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  with  regard  to  her, 
227 — concludes  peace  with  France  at 
Bastadt,  233  —  ingratitude  of  her  go- 
vernment toward  Marlborough,  248 — 
the  alleged  danger  to  Europe  from 
the  union  of  the  Spanish  possessions 
with  her  own,  364 — sketch  of  the  war 


between  her  and  Frederick  the  Great, 

406  et  teq, 
Auvergne,  general  d',  ii  52,  59. 
Auvergne,  the  prince  of,  it  118. 
Auverquerque,  9ee  Overkirk. 
Aversham,  lord,  on  the    caznpaign    of 

1705,  &c.,L  225. 
Asincour,  battle  of,  small  force  engaged 

at,  L  309. 

Baden,  Louis,  maigrave  of,  forces  under, 
at  the  opening  of  tho  war,  L  92 — check 
of  Villars  bv  him  at  StoUhoffen,  138— 
interview  between  him  and  Marl- 
borough, 148 — ^his  jealousy  regarding 
the  chief  command,  149 — at  the  forcing 
of  the  lines  of  Schellenberg,  162,  153, 
154  —  capture  of  Landau  by  him,  184 
— movements  assigned  to  him  in  the 
opening  of  the  campaign  of  1705,  and 
his  dilatory  conduct,  205 — ^his  factious 
conduct  at  the  opening  of  that  of 
1706, 240— successes  of  Villars  against 
him  in  1706,  274  —  his  last  illness,  ib. 
— his  death,  288 — sketch  of  his  career, 
his  character,  &c.,  289. 

Balaguer,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  iL 
104. 

Barcelona,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  L 
232 — siege  of  it  by  the  French,  and 
raising  of  the  siege,  271 — retreat  of 
Stahremberg  to,  iL  180 — siege  of  it  by 
the  duke  of  Berwick,  its  heroic  defence, 
&c.,  291 — commencement  of  the  siege, 
293  —  storming  of  the  town,  295 — 
himianity  of  Berwick,  296. 

Bareuth,  the  maigrave  of,  defeated  at 
StoUhoffen,  LSI  5. 

Barrier,  views  of  the  Dutch  regarding 
their,  i.  284,  285. 

Barrier  towns,  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  regarding  the,  ii.  227. 

Bart,  M.  de,  French  envoy  at  the  Hague, 
L  84. 

Bavaria,  the  prince  of,  bequest  of  the 
Spanish  crown  to,  and  his  death,  i.  39. 

Bavaria,  the  elector  of,  efforts  to  detach 
him  from  the  French  alliance,  i.  156 — 
is  joined  by  Marshal  Tallard,  157  — at 
the  battle  of  Blenheim,  173 — retires 
after  it  to  Brussels,  184 — forces  under 
him  in  1705,  204  —  operations  under 
him  in  the  Netherlands,  208  —  over- 
tures for  peace  from  France  tlirough 
him  in  1706,  278— negotiations  be- 
tween him  and  the  Allies,  285 — move- 
ments under  him  in  Flanders  during 
1707,817 — forces  under  him  in  1708, 
877  —  attempt  by  him  on  Brussels, 
487,  438. 
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Bavaria,  enters  into  alliance  with  France 
and  Spain,  i.  43,  47 — great  advantages 
of  itB  alliance  to  France,  80, 144 — the 
croHS-march  of  Marlborough  from  the 
Netherlands  into,  147  —  his  successes 
in  it,  155  —  ravaging  of  it  by  him,  and 
objects  of  this,  156  —  concludes  peace 
with  the  Allies,  186 — is  given  up  by 
Austria  by  the  treaty  of  Rastadt,  ii.  23i. 

Beaufort,  the  duke  of,  ii.  148. 

Bedchamber  appointments^  importance 
of,  ii.  80. 

Bedmar,  the  marquis  of,  forces  under,  at 
the  ox)oning  of  the  war,  1.  92  —  defeat 
of  Obdom  at  Eckeren  by  him,  131. 

Beirvlichy  capture  of,  by  the  French,  L 
409. 

Belgrade,  Eugene's  victory  over  the  Turks 
at,  and  capture  of  it  by  him,  ii.  401. 

Berkley,  admiral  the  earl  of,  ii.  263. 

Berlin,  reception  of  Marlborough  at,  after 
the  battle  of  Blenheim,  L  188 —his  re- 
ception there  in  1705,  235. 

Bern,  a  spy  of  Harlcy's,  i.  363. 

Berri,  the  duke  de,  i.  378. 

Berwick,  the  duke  of,  parentage  of,  i.  2 
— forces  under  him  in  Spain,  in  1705, 
233 — forces  under  him,  and  his  suc- 
cesses in  Spain,  in  1706,  273 — his 
victory  at  Almanza,  305  —  brought 
from  Spain  to  Flanders  in  1708,  377 
— ^his  junction  with  Venddme  after  the 
battle  of  Oudenarde,  403,  407 — opera- 
tions imdcr  him  to  interrupt  the  siege 
of  Lille,  413 — his  jxmction  with  Ven- 
dAmo,  and  advance  te  raise  the  siege, 
417 — mutual  jealousies,  &o.,  between 
them,  4 1 8— they  retire,  422 —continued 
jealousies  between  them,  and  his  re- 
moval te  command  on  the  Rhine,  441 
—  letter  from  Marlborough  to  him 
urging  peace,  443— his  position  at  the 
close  of  1 709,  ii.  69— commands  on  the 
side  of  Piedmont  in  1709,102— isplaced 
under  ViUars  in  1710,  118— ia  in- 
trusted with  the  reduction  of  Barce- 
lona, 291  —his  forces  for  that  purpose, 
292— commencement  of  the  siege,  293 
— storming  of  the  town,  295 — his 
humanity  after  its  capture,  296 — 
sketeh  of  his  career,  ib. — his  character, 
297 — on  the  dismissal  of  Bolingbroke 
by  the  Pretender,  301. 

Bethime,  the  siege  of,  resolved  on  by 
Marlborough,  ii.  123 — its  siege  and 
capture,  125— restored  to  France  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  232. 

Beuil,  the  coxmt  de,  slain  at  Malplaquct, 
ii.  64. 

Bevem,  the  duke  de,  ii.  413. 


Bingfiold,  colonel,  death  o^  at  Ramilies, 
i.  247. 

Biron,  marshal,  check  of  Cadogan  by, 
before  Oudenarde,  i.  389. 

Blackall,  Dr,  bishopric  bestowed  on,  by 
Queen  Anne,  i.  351,  354. 

Blandford,  the  marquis  of,  character  and 
death  of,  i.  \19  et  seg. 

Blenheim,  forces  of  the  two  parties  at,  L 
159 — position  of  the  French  at,  162 — 
and  of  the  Allies,  165— battle  of,  167 
— its  results,  180, 182 — representations 
of  the  Tories  regarding  it,  200 — ana- 
logy between  it  and  Jena,  ii.  85. 

Blenheim  palace,  commencement,  &c.,  of, 
i.  189 — difficulties  thrown  in  the  way 
of  its  completion,  and  Marlborough's 
conduct  with  regard  to  these,  iL  163 
— attempts  of  the  Tories  to  throw  the 
expense  of  its  completion  upon  Mori- 
borough,  249 — proportion  of  its  ex- 
pense borne  by  him,  251 — interest 
taken  by  him  in  the  erection  of  it,  804 
— bequest  by  him  for  completing  it, 
309 — removal  of  his  remains  to  it,  ih. 

Blenheim  papers,  commencement  of  the, 
i.  80. 

Blonde,  battalion  of,  at  Almanza,  i.  807. 

Bolingbroke,  lord,  character  of  Marl- 
borough by  him,  i.  87 — letter  from 
him  to  Marlborough  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Duteh  generals,  220 — on  the 
battle  of  Ramilies,  253 — first  intro- 
duced into  the  cabinet  by  Marl- 
borough, 348- misplaced  confidence 
of  the  latter  in  him,  345 — his  profes- 
sions of  attachment  to  Marlborough  at 
this  time,  346— still  remains  in  office, 
849 — still  retained  in  office  by  Godol- 
phin,  857 — at  lost  resigns,  366 —his 
secret  influence  with  the  queen,  868. 

On  the  increase  of  the  national  debt, 
and  the  prospects  regarding  it,  iL  131 
— his  accession  to  office  with  Harloy, 
&c.  on  the  dismissal  of  the  ^Vhigs,  160 
—on  the  conditions  offered  to  Marl- 
borough if  he  would  join  the  Tories, 
164  —  negotiations  carried  on  with 
Louis  XIV.,  188 — on  the  passage  of 
Villars'  lines  by  Marlborough  in  1711, 
194 — letter  from  him  to  Marlborough 
after  the  capture  of  Bouchain,  and  his 
concealment  from  the  latter  of  the 
negotiations  with  France,  200 — charges 
brought  by  him  against  Marlborough, 
212— measures  adopted  by  him  to 
inflame  the  queen  against  Marl- 
borough, 217  —  and  measures  with 
regard  to  the  negotiations,  ib, — orders 
Ormond  to  abstain  from  active  opera- 
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Bolingbroke,  lord,  eofUinued. 
HouBy  221 — difBcultios  experienced  in 
regard  to  the  ratification  of  the  terms 
of  Utrecht,  229— dissensions  between 
him  and  Harley,  and  his  views,  252 — 
account  of  the  state  of  parties  by  him, 
264 — intrusted  with  the  formation  of 
a  ministry  after  the  dismissal  of  Har- 
ley,  260 — his  endeavours  to  form  one, 
and  measures  for  the  restoration  of 
the  Stuarts,  261 — the  office  of  foreign 
secretary  assigned  to  him,  262 — Ms 
overthrow  by  the  death  of  the  queen, 
ib.  etseq.—  ia  threatened  with  impeach- 
ment and  outlawed,  retires  to  France, 
and  joins  the  Pretender,  266 — char- 
acter of  the  duke  of  Berwick  by  him, 
297 — is  dismissed  by  the  Pretender, 
and  returns  to  England,  301 — on  the 
conduct  of  the  Tories  with  regard  to 
the  Revolution  of  1688,  329— on  the 
dangers,  &c,  of  the  Fimding  system, 
832  —  sketch  of  his  character  and 
career,  340  e/  tea. — his  inconsistency 
and  faults,  342 — ^his  poHtical  predilec- 
tions and  views  regarding  the  war, 
345 — views  advocated  by  him  with 
regard  to  the  Spanish  crown,  850—  his 
picture  of  the  ruined  state  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  365— character  of 
Marlborough  by  him,  and  its  truthful- 
ness, 389,  397. 

Bonn,  siege  and  capture  of,  by  Marl- 
borough, i.  126. 

Borodino,  analogy  between  the  battle  of, 
and  that  of  Molplaquet,  ii.  85. 

Bossuet  on  the  revocation  of  the  Edict 
of  Nantes,  i.  35  note. 

Bouchain,  commencement  of  the  siege 
of,  by  Marlborough,  ii.  195 — operar 
tions  on  both  sides  during  it,  196 — its 
surrender,  198 — letter  of  a  Hano- 
verian officer  on  the  siege,  199 — re- 
capture of  it  by  the  French,  232. 

Boufflers,  marshal,  forces  under,  at  the 
opening  of  the  war,  i.  92 — attempt  by 
him  on  Nimeguen,  94 — retires  before 
Marlborough,  99— fails  to  prevent  the 
siege  of  Liege,  103 — defeats  general 
Obdam  at  Eckeren,  131 — commands 
the  garrison  of  Lille,  406 — his  pre- 
parations for  defence,  410— ability  and 
heroism  of  his  defence,  424  — suppHes 
conveyed  to  him,  429— surrender  of 
the  town,  436 — and  of  the  citadel, 
438— letter  from  Louis  XIV.  to  him, 
and  mutual  compliments  between 
him  and  the  Allied  generals,  439 — 
joins  and  serves  under  Villars,  ii.  39 
—  at  the  battle  of  Malplaquet,  50  et 


$eq. — ^his  efforts  to  regain  the  day,  58 
—  compelled  to  remain  inactive  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Mons,  68 — Eugene's 
magnanimity  to  him  at  the  time  of 
the  surrender  of  Lille,  400. 

Bouillon,  the  cardinal,  joins  the  Allies, 
11118. 

Boyle,  Mr,  succeeds  Harley  as  secretaiy 
of  state,  i.  366~ii.  145  notf,  159— 
resigns,  160. 

Brabant,  subjugation  of,  by  the  Allies,  L 
253,  255 — Marlborough  opposes  the 
levying  contributions  on  it,  256— in- 
fluence of  its  loss  to  France  and  its 
gain  by  the  Allies,  292 — intrigues  of 
the  French  in  the  fortresses  of,  377 — 
conpletion  of  its  conquest  by  the 
AlUes,  ii.  69. 

Braemar,  commencement  of  the  rebel- 
Honof  17l5in,  iL271. 

Brenner,  repulse  of  the  French  at  the,  L 
159. 

Breslau,  combat  at,  ii.  413. 

Bribery,  prevalence  of,  under  William 
III.,  ii.  334. 

Bridgewater,  the  earl  of,  marriage  of,  to 
one  of  Marlborough's  daughters,  i.  121 
— made  chamberlain  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  ii.  266. 

Bridgewater,  the  countess  of,  Marl- 
borough's third  daughter,  marriage  of, 
i.  121 -her  death,  ii.  303. 

Brihuerga,  capitulation  of  six  thou- 
sand British  at,  ii.  178. 

Brille,  reception  of  Marlborough  at, 
1713,  ii.  246. 

Brixen,  repulse  of  Vend6me  at,  i.  1 59. 

Bromley,  Mr,  chosen  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  ii.  163. 

Brown,  marshal,  defeat  of,  at  Lowositz, 
u.  410. 

Bruges,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies  after 
the  battle  of  l^amilies,  i.  233,  257— 
designs  of  VendOme  on  it,  383 — its 
capture  by  him,  384 — is  recaptured 
by  Marlborough,  442. 

Brussels,  siu'render  of,  to  the  Allies  after 
the  battle  of  Ramilies,  i.  253 — entry 
of  Marlborough  into  it,  255 — his  re- 
ception at  it  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  campaign  of  Ramilies,  265 — abor- 
tive attempt  of  Vend6me  on  it,  381  — 
he  again  attempts  its  capture,  437. 

Buckingham,  the  duke  of,  i.  349 — in- 
trigues of  Harley  with  him,  363 — 
intrigues  of,  with  lord  Shrewsbury,  ii. 
137 — becomes  one  of  Harley 's  uiini»- 
try,  160 — partially  secedes  from  the 
Tories,  2 11— becomes  president  of  the 
council  in  Bolingbroke's  ministry',  26 1 
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— motion  by  him  secretly  in  &vour  of 
the  Pretender,  267. 

Bmizehvitz,  defence  of  Frederick  the 
Great  at,  ii.  419. 

Buonaparte,  Napoleon,  parallel  between, 
and  Louis  XIV.,  L  68— the  public 
works  executed  under  him,  69— his 
gallantries  and  amours  compared  with 
those  of  Louis  XIV.,  62  —  parallel 
between  his  invasion  of  Russia  and 
that  of  Charles  XI I.,  ii.  80  -his  true 
motives  for  the  invasion  of  Spain,  365 
— pai-allcl  between  him  and  Frederick 
the  Great  of  Prussia,  423 — peculiarities 
of  his  troops  as  compared  with  those 
of  Marlborough  and  Wellington,  427 
— his  high  estimation  of  cavalry,  431. 

Burgundy,  the  duke  of,  forces  under,  at 
the  opeuing  of  the  war,  i.  92-  nomi- 
nally commands  the  French  in  1708, 
378 — disputes  between  him  and  Ven- 
d6me  before  the  battle  of  Oudenarde^ 
391— at  Oudenarde,  393,  395. 

Burnet,  bishop,  supports  Marlborough's 
deckiration  agaiust  the  peace,  iL  209. 

Cadaval,  the  duke  of,  ii.  176. 

Cadogan,  colonel,  afterwards  general,  pas- 
sage of  the  Dender  by,  i.  387— opera- 
tions before  the  battle  of  Oudenarde, 
388,  889— at  that  battle,  394,  395— 
movement  on  Wynendale,  431— at  the 
action  there,  432,  433 — movements  af- 
ter the  battle  of  Malplaquet,  ii.  67 — at 
the  passage  of  the  lines  of  the  Scorpe, 
115— passage  of  Villars'  lines  in  1710 
by  him,  192 — operations  under  him 
during  the  siege  of  Bouchain,  196 — 
persoual  friendship  of  Marlborough  for 
him,  237 — measui-es  assigned  to  him 
for  securing  the  Hanoverian  succession, 
266 — measures  assigned  to  him  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  1715, 
272 — succeeds  Argyll  in  the  command 
in  Scothmd,  281 — his  measures  for  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  there,  284 
et  Kq. — at  Marlborough's  funeral,  307. 

Cadsaud,  incursions  of  the  French  into,  i. 
409. 

Calais,  designs  of  Marlborough  against,  ii. 
126. 

Calcinate,  defeat  of  Eugene  at,  i.  2G6. 

Cambray,  retreat  of  Villars,  and  ad\'ance 
of  Marlborough  toward,  ii.  193— con- 
firmed to  France  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  232. 

Cambndge,the  Prince  of  Hanover  created 
duke  of,  ii.  266. 

Campaign  of  1702,  general  results  of,  i. 
106. 


Campaign  of  1703,  Louis  XIV.'s  plan  for 
the,  i.  124 — and  Marlborough's,  125 — 
its  results,  138 — influence  of  lines  of 
defence  as  shown  in  it,  117. 

Campaign  of  1704,  results  of  the,  i.  186. 

Campaign  of  1705,  supplies  voted  by  the 
British  parliament  for  the,  i.  191 — 
forces  of  France  at  the  opening  of  it, 
204. 

Campaign  of  1706,  (Ramilies)  forces  of 
the  two  parties  at  the  opening  of  the, 
i.  240 — general  results  of  it,  265 — dis- 
sensions caused  among  the  Allies  by 
the  amount  of  its  successes,  280. 

Campaign  of  1707,  position  of  the  parties 
at  the  opening  of  the,  i.  293 — the  open- 
ing of  it  in  Spain,  305. 

Campaign  of  1708,  forces  of  France  for 
it,  i.  377— and  of  the  Allies,  378— re- 
sults of  it  in  Flaudeiis,  446 — that  on 
the  Hhine,  &c.,  ii.  1 — in  Spain,  2 — in 
Italy,  3. 

Campaign  of  1709,  energy  of  Fitmce  as 
shown  in  the,  ii.  22 — foi-ces  of  the  two 
parties  in  it,  23 — conclusion  of  it,  69. 

Campaign  of  1710,  plans  of  Marlboi'ough 
and  Eugene  for  the,  ii.  112 — opening 
of  the,  1 1 4— in  Spain,  172  et  teq. 

Campaign  of  1711,  forces  for  the,  on  the 
opposite  sides,  ii.  181 — opening  of  it  in 
the  Netherlands,  184— misrepresenta- 
tions of  the  Tories  regarding  it,  202. 

Campaign  of  1712,  forces  of  the  Allies  in 
Flanders,  for  the,  iL  219. 

Capefigue  on  the  revocation  of  the  Edict 
of  Nantes,  L  36  vote—  remarks  on  his 
Ij^istory  of  Louis  XIV.,  ii.  359. 

Caposwur,  storming  of,  by  the  prince  of 
Budeu,  i.  289. 

Carabobo,  small  force  at  the  battle  of,  i. 
309. 

Cardonnel,  Mr,  secretary  at  wai',  iL  141. 

Carlos,  Don,  the  interference  of  Great 
Britain  against,  ii.  370.  ^  • 

Camwath,  lord,  taken  prisoner  at  Pres- 
ton, ii.  277 — tried  and  condenmed  for 
high  treason,  but  respited,  286. 

Carpenter,  general,  operations  of,  during 
the  rebellion  of  1715,  ii.  272,  276. 

Cassauo,  battle  of,  L  281. 

Castile,  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  Philip 
V.  m,  i.  273,  u.  102  et  Kq. 

Castlemaiue,  the  countess  of,  intrigue  of 
Mailborough  with,  i.  4. 

Catalonia,  operations  in,  during  1705,  i. 
282— incfiicicut  support  of  the  arch- 
duke Charles  in,  273 — operations  in, 
during  1709,  ii.  104— successes  of  the 
Allies  in,  at  the  opening  of  1710,  173 
— treachery  of  Great  Britain  toward. 
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Catalonia,  continued. 
iu  respect  of  the  maintenance  of  their 
privileges,    290 — heroic  resistance  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  at  last  obliged 
to  submit,  291  et  seq. 

Cathcart,  captain,  at  Sheri£fmuir,  u.  279. 

Catinat,  marshal,  i.  78. 

Cavalry,  the  proper  disposition  of,  on  the 
field  of  battle,  i.  311 — great  use  made 
of  them  iu  all  his  battles  by  Marlbo- 
rough, ii.  430— estimation  in  which 
held  by  Hannibal  and  Napoleon,  431. 

Caya,  defeat  of  the  Allies  on  the,  ii.  105. 

Centralisation,  measures  of  Louis  XIV. 
for  securing,  L  65. 

Cevennes,  insurrection  in  the,  and  efforts 
of  the  Allies  to  foster  it,  L  123 — sup- 
pression of  the  insurrection,  204. 

ChamiUard,  M.,  minister  at  war,  sent  to 
the  camp  near  Lille  to  direct  Uie  oper- 
ations, L  419 — at  last  counsels  retreat, 
421 — opposes  attacking  the  Allied  con- 
voys, 423 — his  instructions  for  the 
campaign  after  the  fall  of  Lille,  441 — 
succeeded  as  minister  by  Voisin,  ii  11. 

Chandos,  lord,  secures  Oudenardo  against 
the  French,  i.  385. 

Charles  XL  of  England,  his  jealousy  of 
Jtfarlborough,  i  4. 

Cnarles  IL  of  Spain,  treaties  between 
France,  England,  Holland,  &c.,  for 
partitioning  his  dominions,  i.  39 — be- 
queaths his  crown  first  to  the  prince  of 
Bavaria,  ib. — and  afterwards  to  the 
dukoof  Anjou,27,38,41— hisdeath,27. 

Charles  VI.  the  emperor,  death  of,  and 
accession  of  Maria  Theresa,  iL  405. 

Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  treaty  between, 
and  Great  Britain,  i.  29 — appearance  of, 
in  Germany,  and  his  previous  exploits, 
293 — his  character,  294 — his  great  mi- 
litary abilities,  295— his  faults,  rash- 
ness, and  cruelty,  296 — efforts  of  Louis 
XIV.  to  win  him  to  his  side,  297 — 
measures  of  Marlborough  to  secure 
him,  and  sketch  of  him  by  general 
Gnimbkow,  298,  299— interviews  be- 
tween him  and  Marlborough,  300  et 
seq. — the  latter  succeeds  in  detaching 
him  from  the  French  interest,  302  — 
renewed  disputes  between  him  and  the 
Austrians,  321 — Marlborough's  efforts 
to  adjust  these,  and  their  success,  326 
— parallel  between  his  invasion  of  Rus- 
sia and  that  of  Napoleon,  ii.  86 — his 
position  at  Dresden  before  setting  out 
for  Poland,  87 — his  march  from  Dres- 
den to  Poland,  88 — increasing  diffi- 
culties encountered  by  him,  89 — di- 
rects his  mai'ch  to  the  Ukraine  to  join 


Mazeppa,  90— the  defeat,  ftc,  of  Le- 
venhaupt,  91— he  marches  towaid 
Moscow,  92 — arrives  at  Pultowa,  93— 
his  defeat  there,  94 — Marlborough's 
views  regarding  bdm,  96 — coalition  for 
the  dismemberment  of  his  dominions, 
107. 

Charles,  the  archduke,  afterwards  em- 
peror of  Germany,  a  candidate  for  the 
command-in-chief  of  the  Allies,  L  86— 
acknowledged  by  the  Allies  king  of 
Spain,  and  presentation  of  sword  to 
Marlborough  by  him,  1 38 — is  crowned 
king  of  Spain,  and  his  preparations  for 
the  invasion  of  the  country,  143— his 
entry  into  Barcelona,  and  proclamation 
there,  232,  233— acknowledged  as  king 
of  Spain  in  Brabant,  255 — ^is  besieged 
in  Barcelona,  and  his  heroic  determi- 
nation, 271— is  proclaimed  at  Madrid, 
272 — general  indifference  to  his  cause 
throughout  the  country,  273 — ^is  com- 
pelled to  retreat  to  Valencia,  t6.— 
effects  of  the  battle  of  A1m«^nKa  on  his 
cause  in  Spain,  309 — his  demands  at 
the  conferences  of  Gcrtniydenbexg, 
ii.  109— his  successes  in  Catalonia  at 
the  opening  of  1710,  173 — his  entiy 
again  into  Madrid,  and  cold  reception 
there,  ib. — divisions  and  irresolution 
among  his  supporters,  175 — his  peril- 
ous situation  at  Madrid,  177 — evacu- 
ates that  city  and  retires  to  Barcelona, 
ib. — his  accession  as  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, 182— treaty  of  Rastadt  between 
him  and  France,  233 — his  subsequent 
ingratitude  toward  Marlborough,  248 
— views  of  the  Whigs  as  to  settling  the 
crown  of  Spain  on  him,  349. 

Charles  of  LK)rraine,  defeats  of,  by  Fre- 
derick the  Great,  iL  406,  407,  413. 

Charost,  the  marquis  de,  slain  at  Mai- 
plaquet,  ii.  64. 

Chartreuse,  fort  of  the,  captured  by 
Marlborough,  i.  104. 

Chemerault,  marquis  de,  slain  at  Mal- 
plaquet,  ii.  64. 

Cherambault,  M.  de,  capture  of  Ghent 
by,  i.  384— attempts  the  capture  of 
Oudenarde,  but  fails,  385. 

Chester,  Blackall  created  bishop  of  L 
351,  354. 

Chesterfield,  the  earl  of,  character  of 
Marlborough  by,  and  its  injustice,  L 
87,  ii.  388. 

Cholmoudelcy,  lord,  made  an  carl,  i.  349 
— is  appointed  master  of  the  houusehold 
to  Queen  Anne,  366. 

Church,  policy  of  Louis  XIV.  with  re- 
gard to  the,  i.  57. 
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Churchill,  the  family  of,  L  1. 

Churchill,  sir  WinBton,  Mher  of  Marl- 
borough, i  1 . 

ChurchiU,  admiral,  brother  of  Marlbo- 
rough, i.  355 — intrigues  connected 
with  his  removal  from  office,  ii.  8. 

Churchill,  general,  L  150 — Eugene  rein- 
forced by  hun,  158 — operations  under 
him  at  Blenheun,  169, 171, 179. 

Churchill,  captain,  at  Fontenoy,  ii.  311. 

Churchill,  lady  Anne,  marriage  of,  to  lord 
Spencer,  afterwards  Lord  Sunderland, 
i.  26 — her  death  and  character,  ii.  303 
— her  prayer  for  her  husband,  804 
fu>te. 

Churchill,  Arabella,  sister  of  Marlbo- 
rough, i.  1 — becomes  mistress  to  the 
duke  of  York,  (James  11.)  and  mother 
of  the  duke  of  Berwick,  2. 

Churchill,  lady  Henrietta,  marriage  of, 
to  Mr  Qodolphin,  L  26. 

Churchill,  lady  Mary,  marriage  of,  to 
lord  Monthermcr,  L  122. 

Clanranald,  death  of,  at  Shoriffmuir,  ii. 
279. 

Clerembault,  general,  death  of,  at  Blen- 
heim, i.  179. 

Cleveland,  the  duchess  of,  intrigue  of 
Marlborough  with,  L  4. 

Cl6ves,  the  district  of,  ravaged  by  the 
French,  i.  95. 

Clostcrsoven,  the  convention  of,  iL  412. 

Cohom,  general,  forces  under,  at  the 
opening  of  the  war,  L  92— at  the  siege 
of  Venloo,  101 — superintends  the  siege 
of  Liege,  1 04 — at  the  siege  of  Bonn, 
127—  irruption  by  him  into  West  Flan- 
ders, and  marring  of  Marlborough's 
designs  by  it,  129 — at  the  attack  on 
Antwerp,  130,  131. 

ColUcr,  general,  operations  imder,  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Bouchain,  ii.  196. 

Commons,  house  of,  migority  in  favour 
of  the  Tory  ministry  in  tlie,  with  re- 
gard to  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  ii.  210 — 
divisions  in  the,  regarding  the  sucoea- 
bion,  255 — general  corruption  of  them 
under  William  111.,  334.  ^See  also  Par- 
liament. 

Como,  defeat  of  the  Austrians  at,  L  239. 

Cond6,  the  g^reat,  character  of,  as  a 
general,  iL  380. 

Coningsby,  lord,  iL  153— his  devotion  to 
lady  Marlborough,  319. 

Corbeck,  passage  of  the  Dyle  by  the  Allies 
at,  i.  219. 

Cork,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough,  L  21. 

Combury,  lord,  L  22. 

Corruption,  increase  of,  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Revolution,  i.  334 — general 


prevalence  of  it  under  William  III.,  ii. 
334. 

Cossacks,  the  attempted  revolt  of  the, 
under  Mazeppa,  ii.  90 — surrender  of 
14,000  Swedes  to  them,  95. 

Courcil,  fEunily  of,  i.  1. 

Cowper,  Mr,  made  baron,  i.  349. 

Cowper,  lord  chancellor,  ii.  145  note — 
resign  with  the  rest  of  the  Whig  minis- 
try, 160 — supports  Marlborough's  de- 
claration against  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
209 — is  reappointed  lord-chancellor  on 
the  accession  of  George  L,  265. 

Cox,  Sir  Charles,  ii.  264. 

Craggs,  Mr,  iL  205. 

Credit,  effects  of  the  dismissal  of  lord 
Sunderland  on,  ii.  148. 

Cresset,  Mr,  the  mission  of,  to  Hanover, 
and  his  death,  iL  153. 

Cressy,  the  battle  of,  small  force  engaged 
at,  L  809. 

Cronstrom,  brigadier,  wounded  at  Mal- 
plaquet,  ii.  64. 

Cmmersdorf^  the  battle  of,  iL  416. 

Cutts,  lord,  operations  of,  at  the  storm- 
ing of  Youloo,  i.  101— at  the  battle  of 
Blenheim,  168,169,  179. 

Czaslau,  victory  of  Frederick  the  Great 
at,  ii.  406. 

Daliymple,  Mr,  at  the  siege  of  Venloo, 
LIOL 

Danube,  valley  of  the,  French  plan  of 
attack  on  Austria  by  the,  L  124. 

Dartmouth,  lord,  succeeds  lord  Sunder- 
land, ii.  145 — letter  from  general  Stan- 
hope to  him  on  the  state  of  afiidrs  in 
Spain,  175. 

Daun,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies,  L  253. 

Daun,  count,  after^'ards  marshal,  sub- 
jugation of  Naples  by,  L  313 — suc- 
cesses of,  on  the  side  of  Savoy,  ii.  4 — 
operations  under,  in  Piedmont,  1709, 
101,  102— victory  of,  over  Frederick 
the  Great  at  KoUn,  412— defeated  at 
Leuthen,  413 — again  victorious  at 
Hohenkirchen,  415—  subsequent  move- 
ments against  Frederick,  417 — defeat- 
ed and  wounded  at  Torgau,  418. 

Dawes,  sir  W.,  raised  to  a  bishopric  by 
Queen  Anne,  L  351,  354. 

Del  Poul,  a  Miquelet  chief,  defeated  by 
BenfV'ick,  iL  294. 

Democracy,  influence  of,  on  military 
effort,  i.  193. 

Denain,  destruction  of  a  detachment  of 
the  Allies  at,  ii.  231. 

Dendermonde,  capture  of,  by  Marl- 
borough, L  263. 

Denia,  capture  of,  by  the  French,  iL  3. 


U8 


na>&x. 


I>e&SArk  MCTjca^ft  » 


in  the  ftiliazhce.  3:2— a  xaecaber  of  %bm 
eoali^A  against  Coaries  XIL  of  Swe- 
den, 2j%r  '211f^—yjiiti  that  forsied  for 
dLtimttmbenxk^  Sveiiea  after  Palsova, 

Derweiktvat«r,  lord,  Le^la  the  K.igl-.*h 
JacobiusA  in  I7i5,  iL  271 — «unre&<ien 
at  Pre^jUf  277 — oondemned,  2s6 — 
executCil,  *2^7. 

Deamareto,  finance  minister  of  Fnnocs, 
iL  II. 

Deronshire,  the  duke  of^  iL  7S,  145  «4<r 
— reaizDA,  l^') — beoomea  lord  high 
steward  on  the  aooeaBon  of  George  L, 
265. 

Donau  worth,  bridge  of,  ca{iitiired  bj  Marl- 
borough, i.  155. 

Doe  Minag,  general,  defeat  of,  at  Almanza, 
L  305 — removed  from  the  command  in 
Spain,  iL  3 — 176. 

Doi^  Villars*  lines  ot^  turned  br  the 
Allies,  iL  37  e<  teq. — ^the  siege  of  it  re- 
solvorl  on  by  Marlborough^  114— de- 
scription of  it,  1 1 6 —its  investment^  117 
— attempt  of  Villars  to  relieve  it,  118 
— which  lailH,  120 — its  surrender,  121 
— check  of  the  Allies  near  it  in  1710, 
190— recaptured  by  Villars,  231. 

Drake,  admiral,  conquest  of  Sardinia  by, 
u.  1. 

Drake,  sir  Francis,  descent  of  Marlborough 
frr>m,  L  1. 

Drake,  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  Marl- 
borough, L  1. 

Dresden,  interviews  between  Marl- 
borough and  Charles  Xll.  of  Sweden 
at,  i.  293 — proud  position  of  the  latter 
at,  ii.  87. 

Dulx^is,  a  French  officer,  extraordinary 
cntmncc  of,  into  Lille,  L  430. 

DucloH,  tcKtiinony  by,  to  Marlborough's 
humanity,  L  253. 

Dunionty  M.,  picture  of  the  state  of 
Fnuico  by,  in  1709,  ii.  22. 

Dunkirk,  proviHions    of  the    treaty  of 

Utrecht  regarding,  iL  227— the  French 

at  first  refuse  to  ratify  these,  229. 

Dunmorc,  lord,  an  adherent  of  James  II., 
i  oo 

Dutch  deputies,  opposition  of  the,  to 
Marlborough,  L  216,  217,  223— pre- 
vent Marlborough  from  engaging  in 
1707,  318 — their  secret  reasons  for 
thin,  319 — oppose  his  giving  battle  be- 
fore Lille,  422— their  interference 
again  delays  the  attack  before  Mol- 
plaquot,  iL  45. 


charges  of  the,  against 
MftHbomozh.  L  2±i5. 

Davy.  «€cm  ua£c  carried  on  by  the, 
wish  Fiasroe  axid  Sfoin,  L  1 17 — pnerent 
eocxkpLece  Ticsocy  b«in^  obtained  at  the 
lines  of  the  Mease,  215 — their  anxiety 
to  ierr  cosuibotioQS  on  Brabant,  and 
Maril»nKizh*s  oppji^i^on  to  this,  255 
— their  jealoosy  with  regarti  to  Marl- 
boroQ^'s  appointment  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Xetherlanda.  2S\ — their 
▼lew?  with  leeaol  to  that  province, 
232 — commencement  of  a  secret  nego- 
tiation between  them  and  France,  283 
— new  amngements  between  them 
and  the  Allies.  2S5 — their  selfish  views 
and  policy  after  the  campaign  of  1707, 
304,  320— their  unpopolarity  in  Bra- 
bant, 377 — their  anxiety  for  a  separate 
peace  in  1708,  379 — ^their  demands 
with  regard  to  their  proposed  barrier, 
iL  12,  16— their  resolution  on  the  rap 
tore  of  the  negotiations,  19 — additioual 
forces  supphed  by  them  for  the  cam- 
paign of  1709,26— their  remonstrances 
against  the  conclusion  of  peace  by 
Great  Britain,  211 — appoint  Eugene  to 
the  chief  command  after  the  seceasion 
of  the  English,  219— barrier  provided 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  for  them,  227 
— conclude  peace  at  Utrecht,  232.  See 
also  Holland. 

Dykvelt,  M.,  agent  of  William  of  Orange, 
communications  of  2^1arlborough  with, 
L  13 — president  of  the  assembly  of 
HoUand,  84. 

Dyle,  position  of  Villeroi  on  the,  L  217 
— passage  of  it  by  Marlborough,  219. 

Eckeren,  defeat  of  Obdam  at,  L  1 32. 

Edict  of  Xantes,  revocation  of  the,  and 
its  results,  i.  35,  60— light  in  which  re- 
garded by  contemporary  Catholics,  iL 
359  —  number  who  suffered  through  it, 
L  36— its  effects  on  France,  &c.  61. 

Edinburgh  threatened  by  the  insurgents 
m  1715,  ii.  274. 

Edward  III.,  character  of  the  wars  of,  iL 
377. 

Elizabeth,  queen,  executions  for  treason 
under,  ii.  289. 

Elizabeth  of  Brunswick,  queen  of  Frede- 
rick the  Great,  ii.  404. 

Engineer  service,  improvement  in  the, 
under  LouLs  XIV.  in  France,  L  55. 

England,  alliance  of,  with  France  against 
the  United  Provinces,  L  7.  See  Great 
Britain. 

Ervi,  chevalier  d',  slain  at  Malplaquet,  iL 
64. 
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Eugene,  prince,  character  of,  i.  76 — his 
mode  of  warfare,  and  first  great  victory 
over  the  Turks,  77 — his  campaigns  in 
Italy  and   Germany,   78 — commenco- 
mcut    of   his    friendship  with   Marl- 
borough, 79 — his  victory  at  Turin,  ib, 
— plans  concerted  between  him  and 
Marlborough  for  the  campaign  of  1704, 
140,  145— his  cordial  support  of  Marl- 
borough, 1 47 — ^first  personal  interview 
between  them,  148— plans  concerted 
between  them,  149 — his  junction  with 
Marlborough,  1 67  c<  teq. — forces  under 
him  at  Blenheim,  161 — his  feeling  to- 
ward   Marlborough,    162 — battle    of 
Blenheim,  167  et  geq. — plan  concerted 
between  him  and  Marlborough  for  the 
invasion  of  France  in  1705,  205— his 
difficulties  in  Italy  during  1705,  230— 
check  sustained  by  him  at  Cassano, 
231 — succours  obtained  for  him   by 
Marlborough  in  1705,  236— campaign 
of  1706  under  him  in  Italy,  266 — junc- 
tion between  and  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
267 — his  decisive  victory  at  Turin,  268 
— unanimity  and  cordiality  between 
him  and  Marlborough,  276— plan  con- 
certed between  him  and  Marlborough 
for  the  campaign  of  1707,  315— the 
siege  of  Toulon  assigned  to  him,  316 — 
forces  under  him  for  that  purpose,  323 
— invades  Provence,  and  commences 
the  siege  of  Toulon,  324 — is  compelled 
to  raise  it  and  to  retreat,  325 — forces 
under  him  for  the  campaign  of  1708, 
878— joins  Marlborough,  386— at  the 
battle  of  Oudenarde,  395,  399— visit 
of,  to  his  mother,  402 — his  forces  come 
up,  403 — opposes  the  proposed  march 
on  Paris,  405 — covers  the  advance  of 
the  convoy  for  the  siege  of  Lille,  407, 
413 — forces  under  him  at  it,  411— he 
commands  the  besieging  army,  414 — 
urges  attacking  Vendftme,  422— he  is 
wounded  at  the  assault,  427 — his  cour- 
tesy toward  Boufflers  on  the  surrender 
of  tlie  city,  436,  439— commands  the 
covering  army  during    the    siege   of 
Ghent,  441 — his  arrangements  regard- 
ing that  of  Lille,  449. 

Operations  under  him  at  the  opening 
of  the  campaign  of  1709,  ii.  28,  29— 
conmiands  the  covering  force  at  the 
siege  of  Toumay,  31 — movements  after 
its  capture,  39 — movements  before  the 
battle  of  Malplaquct,  41— advocates 
figliting  there,  46,  46 — his  plan  of  at- 
tack, 48,  49— movements  under  him  at 
that  battle,  51  et  je^.— wounded  there, 
67 — his  position  subsequent  to  it,  68 
VOL.  II. 


— his  plans  for  the  invasion  of  France 
from  Alsace,  &c.,  in  1709,  100 — and 
plans  concerted  with  Marlborough  for 
the  campaign  of  1710,  112— his  first 
operations,  114 — passage  of  the  lines  of 
the  Scarpe,  115— capture  of  his  camp 
equipage  by  the  French,  and  its  resto- 
ration by  Louis  XIV.,  118— prepara- 
tions against  Villars,  119— conducts 
the  siege  of  Douai,  122— at  the  siege  of 
St  Yenant,  Ac,  126— opposes  Marl- 
borough's resignation,  167 — recalled 
with  his  forces  from  the  Netherlands 
to  Germany,  182, 186 — his  last  parting 
on  the  Continent  with  Marlborough, 
187  —  his  congratulations  on  Marl- 
borough's passage  of  the  lines  of  Vil- 
lars in  1711,  194 — his  arrival  in  Lon- 
don after  Marlborough's  dismissal,  and 
conduct  on  the  occasion,  216 — is  ac- 
cused of  plotting  with  Marlborough 
the  overthrow  of  the  crown,  217 — is 
appointed  commander-in-chief  in  the 
Netherlands,  219 — his  plans  for  the 
campaign,  220 — captures  Quesnoy,  222 
— his  progress  is  arrested  by  the  de- 
fection of  England  and  the  withdrawal 
of  her  troops,  ib. — besieges  Landrecies, 
but  inefifectually,  230 — successes  of 
Villars  against  him,  231  —  counsels 
peace  to  the  Austrian  government, 
283— endeavours  ineffectually  to  ob- 
tain compensation  to  Marlborough  for 
the  loss  of  Mindclsheim,  248— the  ob- 
jects for  which  he  contended,  322 — 
sketch  of  his  character,  399— his  suc- 
cesses against  the  Turks,  400 — his 
great  victory  at  Belgrade,  401 — his 
character  as  a  general,  and  parallel 
between  him  and  Napoleon,  402  — 
daring  with  which  he  extricated  him- 
self from  dangers,  ib. 

Europe,  danger  to,  from  the  possession  of 
Spain  by  France,  i.  42 — dangers  which 
would  have  resulted  to,  had  France 
been  successful  in  the  War  of  the  Suc- 
cession, iL  323. 

Exeter,  Sir  William  Dawes  made  bishop 
of,  i.  361,  364. 

Exilles,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  iL  4. 

Eynes,  actions  at,  i.  389,  392. 

Fagel,  M.,  at  the  siege  of  Bothune,  ii. 

125. 
Family  compact    between  France  and 

Spain,  effects  of  the,  on  Great  Britain, 

ii.  351— dangers  in  after  times  which 

have  arisen  from  it,  353. 
Fels,  count,  at  the  passage  of  the  lines  of 

the  Scarpe,  ii.  116. 
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FenestrelleSy  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  ii 
4. 

Fenwick,  sir  John,  chan^  brought 
egaiDst  Marlborough  by,  L  22,  23. 

Ferdinand,  prince  of  Brunswick,  iL  414, 
417,421. 

Ferebrace,  sir  Basil,  i.  23. 

Ferzeli^re,  the  marquis  de,  at  the  defence 
of  Lille,  1,410. 

Feversham,  lord,  services  of  Marlborough 
under,  against  Monmouth,  i.  11. 

Feudal  wars,  character  of  the,  ii.  877. 

Field  deputies,  the  Dutch,  what,  L  218. 
See  Dutch  deputies. 

Finances,  state  of  the,  1710,  and  alarm 
excited  by  it,  ii.  1 30. 

^nch,  general,  ii.  416. 

Fitqames,  James,  afterwards  duke  of 
Berwick,  see  Berwick. 

Five  Churches,  castle  of  the,  storming  of, 
by  the  prince  of  Baden,  i.  289. 

Flanders,  services  of  Marlborough  in, 
under  Louis  XIV.  and  Turenno,  in 
1 672,  i.  5 — the  conquest  of  it  by  Louis 
XI V.  in  1 672,  32.  See  also  Netherlands. 

Fontenoy,  peculiarities  of  the  battle  of, 
ii.  435 — anecdote  of  it,  311. 

Foreign  officers,  proposed  exclusion  of, 
from  the  British  service,  iL  267. 

Fortification,  Yauban's  improvements  in, 
L  55. 

Fortresses,  the  Flemish,  origin  of,  L  112 
— system  of  war  made  necessary  by 
them  in  Flanders,  118 — their  effects  on 
the  results  of  victories,  114 — and  in 
leading  to  the  foi*mation  of  lines  of 
defence,  115 — their  importance,  and 
necessity  for  their  reduction,  1 95  etteq. 

France,  the  alliance  between  her  and 
England  against  the  United  Provinces, 
i.  7 — ability  with  which  governed  un- 
der Louis  XIV.,  31 — the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes  in,  and  its  results, 
35  et  seq. — the  league  of  Augsbiirg 
against  her,  36— a  party  to  the  various 
treaties  for  the  dismemberment  of 
Spain,  39,  40 — danger  to  Europe  from 
her  possession  of  that  country,  42 — 
her  allies  and  forces,  47 — changes  ef- 
fected by  Louis  XIV.  in  her,  51  et  seq. 
— improvements  in  her  army  under 
him,  55 — the  system  of  administration 
under  him,  56 — her  forces  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  War  of  the  Succession,  and 
plans,  80,  92 — losses  sustained  by  her 
by  the  campaign  of  1702,107 — her  plans 
for  the  campaign  of  1703,  124 — with- 
drawal of  the  duke  of  Savoy  from  the  al- 
liance with  her,  142 — her  losses  by  the 
campaign  of  1 704,186— necessity  of  the 


reduction  of  her  firontier  fortresses  be- 
fore she  can  be  succesBfolly  invaded, 
195  et  $eq. — vigorous  efforts  made  by 
her  after  the  campaign  of  Blenheim, 
208— her  forces,  204 — plan  of  Marl- 
borough and  Eugene  for  her  invasion, 
205— efforts  made  by  her  after  the 
battle  of  RamiUes,  260 — her  losses  by 
the  campaign  of  1706,  and  difficulties 
at  its  conclusion,  276 — secret  negotia- 
tions between  her  and  Holland,  288 — 
the  negotiations  between  her  and  the 
Allies  broken  off,  285 — surrender  of 
the  Netherlands  by  Great  Britain  to  her 
in  1830,  290— disasters  experienced  by 
her  in  the  campaign  of  Ramilies,  and 
her  position  at  the  opening  of  that  of 
1707.  292 — the  invasion  of  the  south 
urged  by  Marlborough,  but  opposed 
by  Austria,  822— forces  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  its  fiulure,  823  ei  9eq. — her 
forces  for  the  campaign  of  1708,  377 
— Marlborough  8  plan  for  the  invasion 
of,  after  the  capture  of  Lille,  440. 

Distress  and  desperate  situation  of, 
in  1709,  ii.  10— efforts  of,  after  the  rup- 
ture of  the  negotiations  with  the  Allies, 
21 — increase  of  her  military  force,  &c, 
an  effect  of  the  general  distress,  22 — 
Dumont's  pictiire  of  her  state  at  this 
time,  t6. — her  forces  for  the  campaign 
of  1709,  24— plan  of  the  Allies  for  in- 
vading, from  Alsace  and  Piedmont, 
100  et  9eq. — vigorous  preparations  to 
reinforce  her  army  in  Spain  in  1710, 
176 — secret  negotiations  between  her 
and  Great  Britain,  200 — preliminaries 
of  peace  determined  on,  201 — exulta- 
tion in,  on  the  dismissal  of  Marl- 
borough, 2 1 3 — her  increased  demands, 
218— terms  finally  agreed  to,  ih, — the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  as  finally  arranged 
between  her  and  Great  Britain,  226 — 
rises  in  her  demands  after  the  with- 
drawal of  the  British  troops,  280 — 
peace  concluded  with  Savoy  and  Hol- 
land at  Utrecht,  232— and  with  Austria 
at  Rastadt,  238— objects  for  which  she 
contended  in  the  War  of  the  Succession, 
and  spirit  which  animated  her  forces, 
822— danger  to  Europe  had  she  been 
successful,  and  results  which  might 
have  ensued,  323— objects  for  which 
she  fought  in  the  wars  of  the  Succes- 
sion and  the  Revolution,  824 — danger 
to  Great  Britain  from  her  union  with 
Spain,  349 — effects  on  Great  Britain  of 
the  family  compact  between  her  and 
Spain,  351,  853— previous  hostility  be- 
tween  her    and   Spain,   853 — subser- 
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vicnco  of  Spain  to  her  during  the  re- 
volutionary wars,  355 — causes  which 
make  the  alliance  of  that  power  so 
important  to  her,  856 — Spain  and  the 
Netherlands  again  practically  surren- 
dered by  Great  Britain  to  her  in  1830, 
357 — danger  of  invading  her  without 
the  frontier  fortresses  being  first  re- 
duced, 387 — coalition  between  her  and 
Frederick  the  Qreat,  for  the  partition 
of  Austria,  406 — ^joins  the  great  coali- 
tion against  that  prince,  410  et  seq.-^ 
Napoleon's  campaign  of  1814  in,  423 — 
land  triumphs  of  England  over  her, 
433  et  aeq. 

Franche  Comt^,  the  conquest  of,  by 
Louis  XIV.,  L  33. 

Frederick  the  Qreat  of  Prussia,  sketch  of 
the  early  life  of,  ii.  403— his  marriage, 
intimacy  with  Voltaire,  &c.,  404 — his 
accession,  and  application  to  his  kingly 
duties,  ib, — his  attack  on  Silesia,  and 
first  victory  at  Mollwitz,  405— again 
defeats  the  Austrians  at  Czaslau,  406 
—again  victorious  at  Hohenfriedbcig 
and  Soor,  407— compels  them  to  sue 
for  peace,  408 — his  decided  and  indo- 
mitable character  already  apparent,  ib, 
— his  services  to  Prussia  during  the 
next  ten  years,  409 — great  coalition 
against  him,  t6. — his  victory  at  Lowo- 
sitz,  and  invasion  and  conquest  of 
Saxony,  410 — is  again  victorious  at 
Prague,  411 — is  defeated  at  Kolin,  and 
his  desperate  situation,  412 — his  vic- 
tories at  Kosbach  and  Leuthen,  413  — 
disasters  elsewhere  sustained  by  him, 
and  his  victory  at  Zomdorf,  414— is 
defeated  at  Hohenkirchen,  415 — and 
again  at  Cunncrsdorf,  416 — other  dis- 
asters encountered  by  his  lieutenants, 
1*6.  et  Kq, — victorious  at  Liegnits  and 
Torgau,  417 — his  desperate  situation 
at  this  time,  418 — operations  in  the 
camp  of  Bunzelwitz,  419— is  joined  by 
Russia,  420 — peace  finally  concluded, 
and  general  results  of  the  struggle,  Uk 
— his  character  as  a  general,  422 — com- 
parison between  him  and  Napoleon, 
423,  424. 

Freedom,  strength  of  the  principle  of, 
in  the  British  character,  ii.  837. 

French  Revolution,  influence  of  the  re- 
vocation of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  on  the, 
i.  61. 

Freybcrg,  battle  of,  ii  421. 

Fronteira,  the  marquis  of,  iL  3 — defeated 
on  the  Caya,  105. 

Funding  system,  origin  of  the,  in  Qreat 
Britain,  ii.  380 — terrors  excited  by  it, 


331— evils  which  resulted  from  it»  882 
et  seq, 

Qalway,  lord,  forces  under,  in  Spain,  in 
1705,  i.  232, 233— advances  to  Madrid, 
which  he  occupies,  272 — is  compelled 
to  retire  from  it,  273 — defeated  at 
Almanza,  305 — resigns  his  command 
in  Spain,  809 — ^jealousies  between  him 
and  the  Spanish  generals,  ii.  2 — is  re- 
moved from  the  command,  ib. — again 
defeated  on  the  Caya,  105. 

Gkssior,  general,  at  Ramilies,  L  248. 

Qauvain,  general,  at  Malplaquet,  ii  52. 

Qenerals,  the  five  great,  of  modem  timei^ 
sketches  of,  and  comparisons  between 
them,  ii.  397. 

George  I.,  as  electoral  prince  of  Hanover, 
present  at  Oudenarde,  L  393 — his  ac- 
cession, ii.  263  —  forms  a  Whig  ad- 
ministration, and  arrives  in  England, 
265 — declines  to  receive  Marlborough** 
resignation,  805.  See  also  Hanover, 
prince  of. 

Qeoige,  prince  of  Denmark,  husband  of 
Queen  Anno,  abandonment  of  James 
IL  by,  L 16 — efibrts  of  Marlborough  on 
behalf  of,  27 — efibrts  of  the  Queen  to 
have  him  appointed  commander-in 
chief  of  the  Allies,  86— efforts  of  Marl- 
borough in  regard  to  the  allowance  to 
him,  117 — ii.  8— his  death,  9. 

German  princes,  dilatory  conduct  of  the, 
in  1705,  L  205— and  again  in  1708,  382 
— their  tardiness  and  jealousies  in 
1709,  ii  101. 

Qermany,  the  emperor  of,  a  member  of 
the  alliance  against  France,  i.  47. 

Germany,  the  empire  of,  troops  to  be 
furnished  to  the  alliance  by,  i  29 — 
danger  of  it  in  1704,  144  —  Marlbo- 
rough's cross-march  into,  and  subse- 
quent operations,  147  —  reception  of 
Marlborough  in  1705,  234  —  appear- 
ance of  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  in,  298 
— general  anxiety  and  alarm  excited  by 
his  presence,  327— effects  of  the  dis- 
missal of  loixl  Sunderland  in  Great 
Britain  in,  ii.  148. 

Gerona,  defeat  of  the  Austrians  at,  ii. 
104 — investment  of  it  by  the  French, 
177. 

Gertruydenberg,  the  conferences  for 
peace  at,  ii.  108  et  t^.— their  rupture, 
110. 

Ghent,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies  after 
Ramilies,  i  253,  257— designs  of  Ven- 
ddme  on  it,  383— its  capture  by  him» 
384- is  recaptured  by  Marlborough, 
441. 
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Gibraltar  confirmed  to  Great  Britain  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  IL  226. 

Gill,  a  servant  of  Marlborough's,  saves 
his  master  from  capture,  i.  1 05. 

Glencoe,  the  massacre  of,  conduct  of 
William  III.  regarding,  i.  70. 

Glengarry  at  Sheri£fmuir,  iL  279. 

Gloucester,  the  duke  of,  Marlborough 
appointed  preceptor  to,  i.  25. 

Godolphin,  lord,  becomes  lord  high 
treasurer,  i.  85— his  efforts  for  a  union 
of  parties,  238  —  proposal  by  him  to 
levy  contributions  on  Brabant,  255 — 
letter  fix}m  Marlborough  to  him  on 
the  capture  of  Dendermonde,  268 — 
letter  from  him  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Dutch  with  regard  to  the  Netherlands, 
283  wote— jealousy  of  the  other  Whigs 
toward  him  287 — threatens  to  resign, 
but  is  induced  by  Marlborough  to  con- 
tinue in  office,  288— course  attempted 
to  be  followed  by  him  with  regard  to 
the  Tories,  357 — his  attempt  to  govern 
independent  of  party,  and  causes  of  its 
failure,  358— discovers  the  treachery 
of  Harley,  862 — and  breaks  with  him, 
363 — threatens  to  resign  if  Harley  is 
not  dismissed,  864. 

His  increasing  difficulties  in  the 
ministry,  ii.  7 — induces  Marlborough 
to  withhold  his  intended  resignation, 
76,  77,  78  -  his  views  with  regard  to 
peace  in  1710, 109 — his  temporising 
conduct  on  the  appointment  of  lord 
Shrewsbury,  138 — 145  note— on  the 
mission  of  Mr  Cresset  to  the  elector 
of  Hanover,  153 — letter  from  Marl- 
borough to  him  on  it,  154 — he  is  dis- 
missed from  office,  156  —  his  noble 
conduct  on  the  occasion,  167— his  dis- 
interestedness, 158  —  opposes  Marl- 
borough's resignation,  167 — causes  of 
the  fall  of  his  ministry,  168 — his  views 
regarding  the  crown  of  Spain,  349 — 
his  death,  and  sketch  of  his  character, 
237. 

Godolphin,  lord,  son  of  tlie  above,  mar- 
riage of,  te  Marlborough's  daughter, 
i.  20 — as  lord  Hialton,  dismissed  from 
office,  ii.  159— becomes  coffijrcr  of  the 
household  on  the  accession  of  George 
I.,  266 — bequest  of  Marlborough  to,  310. 

Godolphin,  the  countess  of,  bequest  by 
Marlborough  to,  ii.  309,310. 

Gondrin,  the  marquis  de,  wounded  at 
Malptaquct,  ii.  64. 

Goor,  general,  death  of,  at  the  Schcllcn- 
berg,  i.  153. 

Goor,  general,  slain  at  Malplaquet,  ii.  64. 

Gordon,  general,  ii.  274. 


Goslinga,  the  Duteh  deputy,  iL  45. 

Gk>wn,  lord,  i.  349. 

Grafton,  the   duke  of,  abandoDznent  of 
James  II.  by,  i.  16. 

Great  Britain,  the  contingent  to  the 
Alliance  to  be  furnished  by,  i.  29 — 
measures  of  James  II.  for  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  popery  in,  35 — their  re- 
sults, 36 — she  joins  the  league  of 
Augsbux^,  ib.—  a  party  to  the  treaties 
for  the  dismemberment  of  Spain,  39, 
40  —  Louis  XIV.  acknowledges  the 
Pretender  as  king  of,  43 — the  death 
of  William  and  accession  of  Anne,  45 
— formation  and  forces  of  the  alliance 
against  France,  47  —  origin  of  her 
national  debt,  69 — restoration  of  her 
navy  imder  James  II.,  78 — her  views  on 
the  alliance,  81 — her  weakness  from 
want  of  military  experience,  82  — 
effi^rts  of  Marlborough  to  urge  on  her 
cabinet,  85 — reception  of  Marlborough 
in,  after  the  campaign  of  1702,  106-- 
efforts  made  by  her  for  the  campaign 
of  1703, 117 — impossibility  of  inducing 
her  te  make  durable  efforts,  190 
—  backwardness  of  parliament  in 
voting  supplies  in  1705,  191 — causes 
of  this  peculiarity  in  the  national  cha- 
racter, 192 — contrast  between  her 
efforts  in  Europe  and  in  India,  193 — 
her  supineness  after  the  campaign  of 
Blenheim,  203— greater  unanimity  for 
the  war  at  the  end  of  1705,  and  its 
causes,  237 — supplies  voted  by  par- 
liament, ib.  —  rejoicings  in,  on  the 
battle  of  Hamilies,  253 — reception  of 
Marlborough  after  the  campaign  of 
Ramilies,  286  — the  state  of  parties, 
287 — error  in  her  subsequent  policy, 
and  lier  surrender  of  Antwerp,  &c.  to 
Franco  in  1830,  290— causes  of  the 
reaction  against  Marlborough,  and  the 
wjuT  in  1707,  330— strength  of  the  feel- 
ing of  loyalty  in,  331 — change  in  the 
syste'm  of  government  by  the  Revolu- 
tion, ib. —  increase  of  loans,  taxes,  and 
corruption  muler  it,  332— influence  of 
the  character,  &c.  of  the  queen,  335 — 
inherent  loyalty  and  aversion  to  taxa- 
tion in  the  inhabitants,  367 — prepara- 
tions of  Louis  XIV.  for  invading,  369. 
Naval  successes  of,  in  1708,  ii.  1  — 
reception  of  Marlborough  after  the 
battle  of  Oudcnarde,  6  —  reinforce- 
ments, supplies,  kc.f  fiom  her  in  1709, 
25— unjust  strictures  on  the  campaign 
of  Malplaquet  in,  71 — supplies  voted 
for  1710,  74 — excitement  caused  by 
Sacheveroll's  case,  75 — change  in  the 
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public  feeling  regardiDg  the  war,  &c. 
81 — causes  of  this  change,  &c.,  82 — 
parallel  cases  to  it,  83 — dissatisfaction 
with  the  campaign  of  1710,  and  in- 
creasing difficulties  of  Marlborough, 
129 — alarm  at  the  augmentation  of  the 
public  burdens,  1 30 —  true  dauses  of 
this,  1 32— state  of  public  feeling  after 
the  dismissal  of  lord  Sunderland,  147 
— change  of  ministry,  and  accession 
of  the  Tories  to  power,  156  et  acq, — 
reception  of  Sacheverell,  1 62— dissolu- 
tion of  parliament,  163^secret  nego- 
tiations of  Louis  XIV.  with,  188 — con- 
tinuation of  the  secret  negotiations  with 
France,  1711,  200  —  preliminaries  of 
peace  agreed  to,  201 — further  negotia- 
tions, and  terms  finally  arranged,  2  i  8 — 
indignation  of  the  Allies  at  her  defec- 
tion, 222— the  treaty  of  Utrecht  as 
finally  concluded,  226— withdrawal  of 
her  troops  fi'om  those  of  the  Allies, 
228— the  demands  of  France  rise,  230 
— causes  of  the  fall  of  Marlborough 
and  the  Whigs,  239 — conduct  of  the 
people  and  the  queen,  242 — difficulties 
and  intrigues  regarding  the  succession, 
252  et  8eq. — death  of  queen  Anne,  262 
— accession  of  Qeorge  I.,  263 — return 
of  Marlborough,  and  his  reception,  ib. 
et  seq. — her  treachery  to  the  Catalans, 
290— difference  in  the  parties  opposed 
to  the  War  of  the  Succession  and  to 
that  of  the  Revolution,  326— state  of 
the  parties  in,  since  the  Great  Rebel- 
lion, 327  —  the  Revolution  brought 
about  by  a  union  of  parties,  829 — 
origin  of  the  Funding  system,  330 — 
and  terrors  excited  by  it,  331 — in- 
crease of  the  national  debt  under  Wil- 
liam and  Anne,  332 — corruption  intro- 
duced in  connection  with  it,  333 — 
strong  feeling  of  liberty  and  loyalty  in 
the  national  character,  337 — reaction 
in  favour  of  James  II.  after  his  expul- 
sion, 338 — this  shown  by  the  composi- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons,  340 — 
consequences  which  have  resulted  to 
her  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  349 — 
effects  of  the  family  compact  between 
France  and  Spain  on  her,  351,  353 — 
weakness  caused  to  her  by  Ireland,  356 
— her  surrender  of  Spain  again  to 
France  in  1830,  857 — inexcusableness 
of  her  conduct  in  joining  the  Qua- 
druple Alliance  in  1834,  367  et  teq.— 
her  unjustifiable  interference  against 
Don  Carlos  in  1834,  370 — course  she 
should  have  followed^  371— she  can  no 
longer  complain  of  violations  of  the 


treaty  of  Utrecht,  372— danger  here- 
after to  her  from  the  alliance  between 
Spain  and  France,  374  — the  ally  of 
Frederick  during  the  Seven  Years* 
War,  4 1 2, 4 1 4 — her  great  land  triumphs 
over  France,  433  et  nq. 

Great  Rebellion,  effects  of  the,  with  re- 
gard to  the  fall  of  Marlborough,  iL 
240. 

Gregg,  a  traitor,  i.  362,  363. 

Griffin,  lord,  i.  22. 

Grimaldi,  general,  at  Oudenarde,  i.  393. 

Grumbkow,  general  count,  sent  as  am- 
bassador to  Charles  XII.,  i.  298— his 
account  of  that  prince  and  the  Swedes, 
299— mission  of,  to  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia in  1709,  ii.  5— and  again,  107. 

Gualtier,  intrigues  of  Harley  with,  ii. 
260. 

Guards,  threatened  mutiny  of  the,  and 
its  suppression  by  Marlborough,  il  268. 

Guebriaut,  the  count  de,  defence  of  St 
Venant  by,  ii.  127. 

Guelderlan((  capture  of,  by  Marlborough, 
i.  104. 

Guerillas,  the  Spanish,  iL  178. 

Guiche,  the  duke  de,  wounded  at  Mai- 
plaquet,  ii.  64. 

Hague,  rupture  of  the  negotiations  at, 
1702,  i.  79 — reception  of  Marlborough 
at,  in  1702,  105— and  again  in  1705, 
235. 

Haguenau,  capture  of,  by  the  French,  L 
275. 

Ilaine,  passage  of  the,  by  the  Allies,  iL 
38. 

Halifax,  lord,  altercation  between,  and 
Marlborough,  i.  352 — joins  the  party 
opposed  to  Marlborough,  ii.  7,  8— his 
jealousy  toward  Marlborough,  183 — 
1 45  note  —  is  partly  won  over  by 
Harley  to  his  party,  152  —  supports 
Marlborough's  declaration  against  the 
peace,  209 — his  speech  in  parliament 
against  it,  223 — becomes  first  lord  of 
the  treasury  on  the  accession  of  Geoi^ge 
I.,  265— hUj  death,  272. 

Hamilton,  the  duke  of,  i.  369. 

Hamilton,  general,  woimded  at  Malpla- 
quet,  ii.  54,  64. 

Hannibal,  resemblance  between  the  cam- 
paigns of,  and  those  of  Marlborough, 
iL  381 — use  made  by  him  of  cavalry, 
431. 

Hanover,  the  elector  of,  a  candidate  for 
the  command-in-chief  of  the  Allies, 
i.  86 — operations  under  him  at  the 
battle  of  Blenheim,  1 73 — his  jealousy  re- 
garding the  English  succession,  240 — 
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Hanover,  the  elector  ol^  contin%ecL 
his  cordiality  toward  Marlborough  after 
the  baUle  of  Ramilies,  255 — move- 
ments  assigned  to  him  in  the  cam- 
pdgn  of  1708,  378 — operations  under 
him  in  Alsace  during  1709,  iL  101 — 
intrigues  of  Harley  with  him,  and  his 
conduct  with  regard  to  them,  153— his 
remonstrances  against  the  prelimi- 
naries of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  211 — 
his  proceedings  with  regard  to  the 
succession,  255 — ^proceedings  of  Marl- 
borough in  support  of  him,  256 — his 
measures  on  his  accession  to  the  crown 
of  Hanover,  259 — his  accession  to  that 
of  Great  Britain  as  Geoige  L,  263. 
See  also  George  I. 

Hanover,  reception  of  Marlborough  at, 
after  Blenheim,  i  188— his  efiforts  to 
appease  its  jealousies  in  1705,  235 — 
efforts  of  Harley  and  of  Marlborough 
at  the  court  of,  ii  257 — indecision  of 
the  court,  258 — death  of  the  eloctress, 
i6. — measures  of  the  government  sub^ 
sequently,  259. 

Hanover,  the  house  of,  the  British  crown 
settled  on  the,  i  46. 

Hanoverian  succession,  the,  was  depen- 
dent on  Marlborough's  success,  ii  245 
— his  influence  in  sec\iring  it,  246 — 
intrigues  of  lady  Masham  against  it, 
252 — and  of  Bolingbroke,  253 — pro- 
ceedings of  Marlborough  in  support  of 
it,  256-— measures  of  both  parties  re- 
garding it,  257 — death  of  Queen  Anne, 
and  accession  of  the  elector,  263. 

Harcourt,  lord,  ii.  261. 

Harcourt,  mai'shal  d',  iL  101. 

Harley,  R,  afterwards  Earl  of  Oxford,  let- 
ter from  Marlborough  to,  on  the  parsi- 
monious disposition  of  parliament,  L  ]  94 
— intrigues  of,  against  Marlborough 
and  Qodolphiu,  288 — alliance  between 
him  and  Mrs  Masham,  354 — was  first 
introduced  into  the  cabinet  by  Marl- 
borough, 843  —  confidence  of  Marl- 
borough in  him,  345 — his  professions 
of  attachment  to  the  government  at 
this  time,  346 — is  still  retained  in 
office,  349,  357 — suspicions  of  him  are 
at  last  excited,  362 — Godolphin  breaks 
with  him,  363  —  his  dismissal  from 
office,  365 — his  secret  influence  with 
the  queen,  368. 

His  continued  intrigues  against  Marl- 
borough and  Godolphin,  ii.  69 — his 
aim  to  have  Marlborough  removed 
from  office,  and  measures  to  compass 
it,  71— his  intrigues  with  Hollane^  72 
—  his    intrigues    with    the    duke    of 


Shrewsbury,  whom  he  at  last  wins 
over,  137 — resolves  on  the  *iinmi^»^  gf 
lord  Sunderland,  142  —  and  acoom- 
plishes  it,  144 — his  artful  measures  to 
divide  the  Whigs,  151 — his  connection 
with  the  mission  of  Mr  Cresset,  153 — 
dismissal  of  Godolphin,  156 — and  of 
the  whole  ministry,  and  new  one 
formed  by  him,  160 — dissolves  pariia- 
ment,  and  majority  for  him  in  the  new 
one,  162 — letter  from  Marlboroogh  to 
him  on  the  libels  by  which  he  is  as* 
sailed,  and  his  answer,  208— resolves 
on  Marlborough's  dismissal,  ke.  212 
— measures  to  inflame  the  qoeen 
against  Marlborough,  217  —  ptoceed- 
ings  with  regard  to  the  negotiations, 
ib.  —  procures  passports  for  Mari- 
borough,  236  —  dissensions  between 
him  and  Bolingbroke,  and  his  views, 
252,  253— efforts  of,  to  secure  his  in- 
fluence at  the  court  of  Hanover,  257 — 
endeavours  to  alienate  the  prince  frt>m 
Marlborough,  259— his  fidl  and  dis- 
missal from  office,  260 — his  impciarh 
ment  and  acquittal,  266,  302 — sketch 
of  his  character,  343 — his  views  with 
regard  to  the  war,  345. 

Harley,  Mr,  a  relative  of  the  above,  mis- 
sion of,  to  the  court  of  Hanover,  ii  257 
—object  of  it,  25a 

Hay,  lord  John,  at  Blenheim,  i  179. 

Hay,  captain  Charles,  at  Fontenov.  ii 
311. 

Hedges,  sir  Charles,  the  digmja^i^i  of,  i 
341,  349. 

Hcinsius,  the  Pensionaiy,  addreos  of,  to 
Marlborough,  i  105 — his  views  legaid- 
ing  peace  in  1710,  ii  109 — opposes 
Marlborough's  resignation,  167. 

Henry  V.,  character  of  the  wars  oL  ii 
377. 

Henry  VIII.,  executions  under,  iL  289. 

Henry,  prince  of  Prussia,  ii  415.  419. 
421. 

Heppach,  advance,  &c.,  of  Karlboroucfa 
to,  i  148. 

Hesse-Cassel,  the  prince  of,  defeated  in 
1703  near  Landau,  i  138 — at  the  battle 
of  Blenheim,  177— besieges  Traerbacfa, 
185— at  the  battle  of  Kamiliee,  247— 
at  the  siege  of  LiUe,  410 — movements 
of,  against  Villars,  ii.  37 — turns  his 
lines,  38,  39— at  the  battle  of  Malpla- 
quet,  63,  65,  60. 

Heukelom,  general,  i  219. 

High-church  party,  attachment  of  Queen 
Anne  to  the,  i  337,  851. 

High  treason,  death  not  the  appropriate 
punishment  for,  ii  288. 
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Hill,  Mr,  ambafisador  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  L  142. 

Hill,  colonel,  at  the  battle  of  Almanza,  L 
307. 

Hill,  colonel,  brother  of  Mrs  Maaham,  ii. 
76,  78 — renewed  contest  regarding  his 
promotion,  141. 

Hill,  Abigail,  afterwards  Mrs  Masham, 
ue  Masham. 

Hochstedt,  victoiy  of  the  French  at, 
1703,  i.  139 — or  Blenheim,  forces  of 
the  two  parties  at,  \B^  et  teq, — battle 
of,  167  et  M?.— its  results,  180, 182. 

Hohenfriedborg,  victory  of  Frederick  the 
Great  at,  ii.  407. 

Hohenkirchen,  defeat  of  Frederick  the 
Great  at,  iL  415. 

Holland,  the  contingent  furnished  to  the 
Allies  from,  i.  29— danger  to  which  ex- 
posed from  Louis  XIV.  in  1 772,  33 — 
a  member  of  the  Protestant  league  of 
Augsbux^g,  36 — a  party  to  the  treaties 
for  the  dismemberment  of  Spain,  39, 
40 — a  member  of  the  alliance  against 
France,  47 — her  views  in  the  alliance, 
82 — military  influence  of  her  field  de- 
puties, ib, — Marlborough's  speech  to 
the  States-general  at  Uie  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  83 — her  deputies 
begin  to  thwart  Marlborough  in  the 
field,  96,  98 — prevent  him  attacking 
Villeroi,  136,  137 — her  supineness  af- 
ter the  campaign  of  Blenheim,  203 — 
her  danger  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1705,  209— efforts  of  Marlbo- 
rough with  the  government  in  1705, 
235,  236— effects  of  the  battle  of  Ra- 
milies  on  her,  253 — overtures  made  by 
her  for  peace  in  1706,  and  their  recep- 
tion, 278 — commencement  of  secret 
negotiations  between  her  and  France, 
283 — unpopularity  of  her  rule  in  Bra- 
bant, 377 — again  attempts  to  conclude 
a  separate  peace  in  1708,  379. 

Barrier  demanded  by  her,  ii.  12,  16 
— resolution  of  the  States-general  on 
the  rupture  of  the  negotiations  of  1709, 
19— additional  forces  supplied  by  her 
for  the  campaign  of  1709,  26— effects 
on  her  of  the  dismissal  of  lord  Sunder- 
land in  •  Great  Britain,  148  —provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  regarding  her 
barrier,  227 — concludes  peace  with 
France  at  Utrecht,  232.  See  also  Dutch. 

Holstein,the  prince  of,  at  Blenheim,  L 171. 

Hompesch,  general,  at  Blenheim,  i.  177, 
178. 

Hompesch,  the  count  of,  ii.  203. 

Hooft,  Dutch  field-deputy,  opposes  fight- 
ing at  Malplaquet,  ii.  45. 


Hulst,  repulse  of  the  French  before  L 
102.  . 

Hungary,  the  insurrection  in,  at  the 
opening  of  the  war,  i.  81 — progress, 
&c.,  of  the  insurrection,  1704,  145 — 
suppression  of  it,  186 — renewal  of  it, 
229—  continued  distress  occasioned  to 
Austria  by  it,  1706,  274— services  of 
prince  Louis  of  Baden  against  the 
Turks  in,  289. 

Huntingdon,  the  earl  of,  at  the  siege  of 
Venloo,  i.  101. 

Huys,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough,  i.  136 
— recaptured  by  "Villeroi,  208--again 
captured  by  Marlborough,  210. 

In&ntiy,  proper  arrangement  of,  on  the 
field  of  battle,  L  311 — comparative 
merits  of  them  and  cavalry,  iL  431. 

Ingolsby,  general,  at  Blenheim,  i.  179. 

Ingolstadt,  siege  of,  by  Marlborough,  i. 
157. 

Invalides,  the  h6tel  des,  i.  59. 

Livemess,  capture  of,  by  lord  Lovat,  ii. 
283. 

Ireland,  services  of  Marlborough  in, 
1690 — i.  20— weakness  caused  to  Great 
Britain  by,  ii.  356. 

Italy,  union  of,  with  France  and  Spain,  L 
43— successes  of  Eugene  in,  1701,  78 
— commencement  of  the  war  there,  79 
— operations  in,  1703,  139 — campaign 
of  1705  in,  and  danger  of  the  Allies,  230 
— aspect  of  affairs  in  1706,  and  pro- 
posal of  Marlborough  to  transfer  the 
war  thither,  239 — campaign  of  1706  in, 
and  its  results,  266— its  subjugation  by 
the  Allies  after  the  victory  of  Turin, 
269— dissensions  among  the  Allies  re* 
garding  it,  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
French,  280 — its  loss  to  France  after 
the  battle  of  Turin,  292 — operations 
in,  during  1707,  and  conquest  of  Na- 
ples by  the  Austrians,  312,  313 — prac- 
tical cessation  of  hostilities  in,  378 — 
campaign  of  1708  in,  ii  S — Napoleon's 
campaign  of  1796  in,  423. 

Ivry,  combat  at,  iL  196. 

Jacobites,  exultation  of  the,  on  Marlbo- 
rough's £eJ1,  iL  213. 

James  II.  when  duke  of  York,  Marlbo- 
rough's sister  mistress  to,  i.  2 — his 
natural  son,  the  duke  of  Berwick,  i5. — 
Marlborough  is  appointed  page  to  him, 
3 — gives  Marlborough  a  commission 
in  the  guards,  4—  Marlborough  accom- 
panies him  to  Scotland,  10 — his  acces- 
sion, and  advancement  of  Marlborough, 
11 — the  duke  of  Monmouth's  rebellion 
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James  IL  cotUimted, 

against  him,  ib.  et  seq. — Marlborough's 
endeavours  to  arrest  his  despotic  pro- 
ceedings, 12,  13,  14  note — Marlbo- 
rough's desertion  of  him  on  the  invasion 
of  William,  1 5  —is  abandoned  by  prince 
Oeorgo  of  Denmark,  16,  and  by  the 
princess  Anne,  1 7 — intrigues  on  behalf 
of  him  by  Marlborough  and  others,  22 
— his  designs  regarding  popery,  3  4 — his 
attempt  at  its  re-establishment  in  Great 
Britain,  35 — results  of  this  in  his  ex- 

Eulsion,  86 — his  death,  and  recognition 
y  Louis  XIV.  of  his  son  as  king  of 
England,  43 — his  character,  70 — his 
heroic  qualities,  71 — his  naval  actions, 
72 — his  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  navy, 
73— rashness  and  imprudence  which 
cost  him  the  throne,  74 — reaction  in 
fitvour  of  him  after  his  expulsion,  IL 
838. 

James  III.,  the  rebellion  of  1715  iafor 
vour  of,  it  271  e<  »eq. 

Jaucourt,  the  chevalier,  iL  117. 

Jena,  analogy  between  battle  of,  and  that 
of  Blenheim,  iL  85. 

Jennings,  Sarah,  marriage  of,  to  the  duke 
of  Marlborough,  i.  9.  See  Marlborough, 
duchess  of. 

Jens,  defeat  of  French  detachments  at,  L 
409. 

Jersey,  the  earl  of,  i.  349. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  picture  of  Charles  XII. 
from,  i.  295,  il  86. 

Joseph,  the  emperor,  the  government  of 
the  Netherlands  offered  to  Marlbo- 
rough by,  L  280 — letter  fh>m  him  on 
lord  Sunderland^s  dismissal,  iL  149 — 
his  death,  182. 

Kaiscrwijrth,  siogo  and  capture  of,  by 
the  Allies,  L  93. 

Kehl,  capture  of.  by  the  French,  L  1 38. 

Keith,  marshal,  iL  415. 

Kcnmure,  lord,  rising  of,  in  1715,  iL  275 
— surrenders  at  Preston,  277  —  con- 
demned, 286— and  executed,  287. 

Kent,  the  marquis  of,  iL  138,  139  note. 

Kinsale,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough, L  21. 

Kirk,  general,  convention  l>etween  Marl- 
borough and,  for  the  seizure  of  James 
II.,  L  15. 

KoHn,  defeat  of  Frederick  the  Great  at, 
iL412. 

Labedoydre,  parallel  between  the  treach- 
ery of,  and  Marlborough's,  L  17. 

Lacey,  manUial,  iL  417. 

La  Hogue,  imi>ortance  of  the  battle  of,  L 
56. 


Lalande,  M.,  at  the  defence  of  Lille,  i 
410. 

Lallo,  general,  slain  at  Malplaquet,  iL  64. 

Landau,  capture  of,  by  the  French,  i 
138,  139->recaptured  by  the  Alliea, 
184,  186. 

Landrecies,  siege  of,  by  Eugene,  iL  230 
— raising  of  it,  231. 

Lam,  colonel  de  la,  slain  at  Malplaqoel^ 
iL  64. 

Laudon,  marshal,  iL  417. 

Lauterbui^,  the  lines  of,  iL  1 01. 

Lavalette,  parallel  between  the  treacheiy 
of,  and  Marlborough's,  L  17. 

Lavalliere,  madame,  L  50. 

Law,  reforms  in  the  administration  of^  bj 
Louis  XIV.,  L  56. 

Leake,  sir  John,  ii.  160. 

Lean,  the  lines  of,  L  212 — forcing  of  them 
by  Marlborough,  213,  214 — and  cup- 
ture  of  the  town  by  him,  226. 

Leffinghen,  capture  of,  by  Vend6me,  L 
435 — evacuated,  442. 

Leopold,  the  emperor,  honours  conferred 
on  Marlborough  by,  after  Blenheim,  i 
187. 

Lessines,  occupation  of,  by  the  Allies,  L 
387. 

Leuthen,  the  battle  of,  iL  413. 

Levcnhaupt,  a  Swedish  general,  defeat  id, 
by  the  Russians,  iL  91 — taken  pci- 
Boner,  95. 

Lexington,  lord,  iL  291. 

Liege,  siege  and  capture  of,  hy  Marlbo* 
rough,  L  102  et  teq. — besieged  hy  Vil- 
leroi,  208 — the  siege  raised,  210. 

Liegnitz,  battle  of,  iL  417. 

Lille,  retreat  of  the  French  to,  in  1707  i 
329— the  siege  of  it  resolved  on  by  Um 
Allies,  405— their  preparations  for  it, 
407  —  Boufflers'  preparations  for  de- 
fence,  410— concourse   of    illustrious 

characters  to  witness  the  siege,  4 1 1 

greatness  of  the  enterprise,  s^.-— com- 
mencement  of   the  siege,    414 fint 

assault  on  it,  424 — increasing  difficul- 
ties of  the  siege,  425— second  &j»«u}t, 
4  26 —and  a  third,  4  28 — supplies  throws 
into  it,  429  -  further  progress  of  the 
siege,  484— surrender  of  the  town  and 
siege  of  the  citadel,  486  -  it  surrenden, 
438— losses  during  the  siege,  t^ — great 
issues  at  stake  in  the  siege,  447— the 
arrangements  of  Marlborough  and  En- 
gene  for  it,  449— its  unparalleled  cha- 
racter, ii.  85  — restoration  of  the  place 
to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Uti«cht* 
232. 


LimlKMirg,  capture  of,  by  Marlborxn;^, 

1.  lOi . 
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Lines  of  defence,  employment   of,  in 
Flanders,   i.  115— their  influence  on 
the  campaign  of  1703,  116. 
Lintz,  the  capture  of,  by  the  Bavarians, 

i.  145. 
Loans,  the  system  of,  introduced  into 
Urcut  Britain  by  William   IIL,  and 
terrors  excited  by  it,  i.  333,  ii.  331. 
Lorn,  lord,  at  the  storming  of  Venloo,  i. 

lOl. 
Lorraine,  conquest  of,  by  Louis  XIV.,  L 

33. 
Lothau,  count,  at  the  siege  of  Toumay, 

ii.  32. 
Lottum,  count,  at  the  battle  of  Ouden- 
arde,  i.  395 — capture  of  the  Fi*cnch 
lines  by,  403 — movements  assigned  to 
him  at  Malplaquet,  ii.  49 — operations 
there,  51,  5*2. 
Louis  XIII.,  state  of  France  under,  i.  51. 
Louis  XIV.,  Marlborough's  first  military 
service  under  him,  i.  5 — recommenda- 
tion of  Marlborough  by  him,  6 — reac- 
tion of  his  ambition  on  himself,  7 — 
extent  of  his  power  in   1702,  30 — 
ability   of  his  government,   31  —  his 
continued  success  hitherto,   32 — the 
conquest  of  Alsace  by  him,  33 — hopes 
of  the  Bomish  party  from  him,  t6. — 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
and  its  results,  35 — formation  of  the 
league  of  Augsburg  against  him,  36 — 
preponderance  of   his    power,   37  — 
bequest  of  the  crown  of  Spain  to  his 
grandson,  27,  38,  41  —  treaties  with 
William  III.,  kc,  for  the  dismember- 
ment of  Spain,   39,   40  —  danger  to 
Europe  from  his  possession  of  Spain, 
42 — acknowledgment  of  the  Pretender 
as  king  of  Qrcat  Britain  by  him,  43 — 
sketch  of  his  character,  4B  et  itq. — 
different  representations  given  of  it  by 
different  writers,  48 — causes  of  this, 
49 — contradictions  of  his  character,  50 
— changes  effected  by  him  in  France, 
51 — his  virtues  and  vices  those  of  his 
people,  53 — character  of  his  govern- 
ment,   54^-centralisation  his  object, 
55  — system  of  public  administration, 
56 — his  efforts  to  give  unity  to  general 
thought,    57  —  resemblance  between 
him  and  Napoleon,  58— public  works 
executed  by  him,  59 — atrocity  of  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  60 
— its  reaction  upon  himself,  61 — his 
gallantries,  &c.,  62 — contrast  between 
him  and  William  III.,  64 — compelled 
to   recede  before  the  latter,   66 — re- 
fusal   of     a    commission    to    prince 
Eugene  by  him,  77 — his  last  demands 


before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
79 — amount,  &c.,  of  his  forces,  80 — 
plan  of  the  campaign  of  1703  by  him, 
124 — his  arrogant  conduct  toward  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  142  —  his  vigorous 
efforts  after  the  campaign  of  Blenheim, 
204 — forces  raised  by  him,  ib. — his 
forces  in  Italy,  1705,  230— his  efforts 
after  the  battle  of  Bamilies,  260 — his 
difficulties  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
campaign  of  1706,  276 — makes  over- 
tures for  peace,  278 — ^their  reception, 
279  —  secret  negotiations  with  Hol- 
land, 283 — the  negotiations  with  the 
Allies  broken  off,  285 — his  losses  by 
the  campaign  of  1 706,  and  position  at 
the  opening  of  that  of  1707,  292— his 
efforts  to  win  Charles  XII.  to  his  side, 
297 — preparations  for  the  invasion  of 
Great  Britain  in  1708,  369— his  efforts 
for  the  campaign  of  1708,  377. 

His  desperate  situation  in  1709,  u.  10 
— great  concessions  offered  to  the  Allies 
by  him,  11 — these  counter  proposals, 
12— further  negotiations,  13 — his  re- 
ception of  the  ultimatum  of  the  Allies, 
17— and  deliverance  of  his  own,i5. — 
his  conduct  in  these  negotiations,  20 
— noble  efforts  made  by  him  to  save 
France,   21 — address  to  his  subjects, 
ih.  note — overtures  from  him  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy  in  1709, 102 — renewed 
of  the  general  conferences  for  peace 
at  Gcrtruydenberg,  108 — demands  of 
the  Allies  from  him,  109 — causes  of 
the  rupture  of  the  negotiations,  110 — 
his  chivalrous  conduct  with  regard  to 
prince  Eugene's  camp  equipage,  118 — 
secret  intrigues  between  him  and  the 
Tories  in  England,  126 — his  vigorous 
efforts  in  Spain  after  the  battle  of 
Saragossa,    174  —  orders    Villars    to 
avoid  a  general  battle,  187 — his  nego- 
tiations with  England,  188 — the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace  agreed  to  by  him, 
201 — his  exultation  on  the  dismissal 
of   Marlborough,  213 — his  increased 
demands  in  consequence  of  it,  218 — 
death  of  his  son,  daughter-in-law,  and 
grandson,  and  final  agreement  as  to 
the  terms,  t6.  —  resolution  expressed 
by  him,  220 — the  treaty  of  Utrecht  as 
finally  concluded,   226— rises    in  his 
demands  after  the  withdrawal  of  the 
British  troops,  230— his  measures  for 
the  subjugation  of  Catalonia,  291 — his 
directions  regarding  the  reduction  of 
Barcelona,  293— his  last  years,  298 — 
and  death,  300 — moral  consequences 
involved  in  his  wars,  321 — the  objects 
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Louis  XIV.  continued, 
for  which  he  contended,  822 — spirit, 
&a,  which  animated  his  armies,  ib, — 
danger  to  Europe  had  he  succeeded, 
323 — results  which  might  have  fol- 
lowed his  success,  ib.   See  also  France. 

Louis  Philippe,  motives  of,  for  seeking 
the  Montpensier  alliance,  ii.  355 — 6ur< 
render  of  Spain  and  the  Netherlands 
to  him  in  1830,358. 

Louvain,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies  after 
Ramilies,  L  253— abortive  attempt  of 
Venddme  on  it,  381. 

Louvois,  enmity  of,  to  prince  Eugene,  1 77. 

Lovat,  lord,  IL  283. 

Low  Countries,  the,  aee  Netherlands. 

Lowositz,  victory  of  Frederick  the  Qreat 
at,  iL  410. 

Loyalty,  strength  of  the  feeling  of,  in 
the  English  character,  L  331,  ii.  337. 

Luiso,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies,  I  253. 

Lumley,  general,  at  the  forcing  of  the 
lines  of  the  Schollenberg,  i  154 — at 
the  battle  of  Blenheim,  169 — at  the 
forcing  of  the  lines  of  the  Mouse,  215 
— successes  of,  before  Toumay,  ii.  29. 

Luxembourg,  the  chevalier  de,  throws 
supplies  into  Lille,  i  429 — ii  67. 

Macaulay,  T.  K,  on  James  II.,  L  75  ttofe. 

Mackintosh,  brigadier,  attempt  of,  on 
Edinburgh,  ii.  274  ^  wq, — his  subse- 
quent movements,  275. 

Mackintosh,  sir  James,  on  the  changes 
introduced  by  Peter  the  Qreat  into 
Russia,  ii  98. 

Madeleine  at  Paris,  the,  due  to  Louis 
XIV.,  L  59. 

Madeleine  chapel  at  Lille,  capture  and 
recapture  of  the,  L  416. 

Madrid,  occupied  by  the  Allies,  L  272 — 
recovered  by  Berwick,  273 — entry  of 
Charles  into,  17 10,  and  his  cold  recep- 
tion, 173 — evacuated  by  him,  177. 

Maestricht,  services  of  Marlborough  at 
the  siege  of,  i  6 — repulse  of  the 
French  before,  128  —  reception  of 
Marlborough  at,  1713,  ii.  247. 

Maffbi,  general,  at  the  Schellcnborg,  i. 
154 — at  Ramilies,  248 — taken  pri- 
soner, 249. 

Mahon,  lord,  on  Marlborough's  conduct 
regarding  the  Stuarts,  i  23  note. 

Main  tenon,  madame  de,  L  50,  51,  ii  300. 

Mmorca,  capitulation  of,  iL  296. 

Maiplaquet,  description  of  the  field  of, 
iL  42 — forces  of  the  parties  at,  41,  42, 
44 — Vilhirs'  position,  47 — the  Allied 
plan  of  attack,  48— the  battle,  51  et 
»eq. — its  results,  61 — marshal  Sazo  on 


it,  65— analogy  between  it  and  Boro- 
dhio,  85. 

ManseU,  retirement  o^  from  the  mini- 
stfy,  L  366. 

Mar,  the  eari  of,  becomes  secretary  of 
state  for  Scotland,  iL  261  —  com- 
menoes  the  rebellion  of  1715  there, 
271 — his  first  successes  and  irresolur 
tion,  274  et  teq. — advances  to  Sheriff- 
muir,  277— battle  of  Sheriffmuir,  278 
— his  irresolution  after  it,  280 — his 
subsequent  movements,  283  et  seq. — 
secretly  withdraws  with  the  Plnetender, 
285. 

Marathon,  small  force  at  the  battle  of,  L 
309. 

Marengo,  battle  of,  small  force  by  which 
won,  L  309 — analogy  between  it  and 
that  of  Turin,  270,  iL  85. 

Maria-Theresa,  the  accession  of,  and 
Frederick  the  Great's  aggresaion  on 
her,  iL  405  —  sketch  of  the  war 
between  them,  406  et  aeq. 

Marine,  Louis  XIV.'s  ordinances  of  the, 
L  56. 

Markkert,  lord,  at  Almansa,  i  307. 

Marlborough,  the  duke  of,  birth  and 
descent  oi^  L  I — his  early  life  and 
education,  2 — his  first  appearance  at 
court,  and  promotion  there,  3— enters 
the  Guards,  4 — his  intrigue  with 
lady  Castlemaine,  i6. — sent  abroad, 
and  serves  imder  Louis  XIV.,  and 
Turenne,  5— saves  the  life  of  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  at  Maestricht,  6 
— made  lieutenant-colonel,  ib.  —  im- 
portance of  this  campaign  to  him,  7 — 
his  return  to  London  and  marriage,  8 
— Ms  attachment  to  the  duchess,  10^ — 
accompanies  the  duke  of  York  to 
Scotland,  ib  —  promotion  on  that 
prince's  accession,  11 — created  baron 
Churchill,  tb.  —  his  services  during 
Monmouth's  rebellion,  ib,  et  teq. — 
his  efforts  to  arrest  the  despotic 
course  of  James,  12 — his  first  corre- 
spondence with  William  of  Orange,  1 3 
note — his  desertion  of  James  II.,  15 
et  ieq. — examination  of  his  conduct  in 
this,  17  et  teq. — his  letter  to  James  II. 
on  the  occasion,  16  note— signs  the 
Act  of  Association,  and  honours  con- 
ferred by  William  on  him,  18 — his 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Princess  Anne, 
19 — becomes  Earl  of  Marlborough,  ib, 
— his  first  services  abroad  imder  Wil- 
liam, 20 — his  campaign  in  Ireland 
against  James  II. ,  21— serves  in  the 
campaign  of  1691  in  Flanders,  t6. — 
high    estimation  in    which   held  by 
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William,  Ac,  ib.  22 — his  intrigues  on 
behalf  of  James  IL,  22 — ^his  disgrace, 
arrest,  &&,  ib.  et  teq. — is  released  and 
restored  to  favour,  25  et  teg, — ap- 
pointed preceptor  to    the   Duke  of 
Qloucestcr,  25 — marriage  of  his  two 
daughters,  26 — ^his  conduct  after  his 
restoration  to  favour,  tfr.— appointed 
commander-in-chief   in   the    Nether- 
lands,   27 — death    of   William,    and 
honours  conferred  on  him  by  Queen 
Anne,  28,  46 — his  difficulties  in  con- 
structing the  alliance,  ib. — lands  in 
Holland,  29— dying  recommendation 
of  him  by  William  IIL,  46— hU  fixvt 
mission  to  the  Continent,  and  diplo- 
matic   sbility  shown  in  it,   83 — his 
efforts  to  urge  on  the  British  cabinet, 
85 — he    is  appointed  commander-in- 
chief,  86 — Bolmgbroke's  character  of 
him,  87 — and  I^rd  Chesterfield's,  ib. 
— his    character,    89  —  his    affection 
for  the  duchess,  and  letters  to  her, 
90 — forces    and  plans  at  the  open* 
ing    of   the    campaign,    92  —  siege 
and    capture    of  Kajserworth,   93  — 
takes    the    command  at    Nimeguen, 
95 — his  forces,  and  difficulties,  97 — 
thwarted  by  the  Dutch  deputies,  ib., 
99 — siege  and  capture  of  Veuloo,  101 
— of  Ruremonde  and  Stevenswart,  102 
— and  of  Liege,  t5. — returns  to  London, 
104 — made  prisoner,  but  released  on 
the  way,  105 — address  of  the  Pension- 
ary Heinsius  to  him,  ib. — his  reception 
at  the  Hague  and  London,  and  honours 
bestowed  on  him,  ib. — his  successes 
hitherto,  106 — ^moral  influence  of  them, 
1 07 — system  of  war  imposed  on  him  by 
the  Flemish  fortresses,  1 1 3 — chagrins 
to  which  subjected  at  home,  1 1 8 — death 
of  his  only  son,  119  et  seq. — marriage 
of  his  two  other  daughters,  121 — sets 
out  for  the  Continent,  122 — his  plans 
for  the  campaign  of  1703, 125 — siege 
and  capture  of  Bonn,  126 — his  designs 
against  Antwerp  and  Ostend,   129 — 
hjs  attempt  on  Antwerp,  and  its  par- 
tial   success,    1 30  —  Schlangenbeig^s 
accusations  against    him,   134  —  pre- 
vented by  the  States  from  attacking 
the  French  lines,  185— captures  Huys, 
136— and  Limbourg,  187— conclusion 
of  the  campaign,  and  his  return  to 
London,  138  —  his  plans  concerted 
with  Eugene  for  that  of  1704,  140- 
145  —  his  difficulties  at  home,  and 
letter  from  the  queen  to   him,  ib. — 
his  reception  of  the  Archduke  Charles, 
143— sword  presented  by  that  prince 


to  him,  144 — his  cross-march  into  Ger- 
many, 147 — his  first  interview  with 
Eugene,  148  —  final  plan  concerted 
between  them,  149  —  forcing  of  the 
camp  of  Schellenberg,  151  et  »eq. — his 
further  successes  in  Bavaria,  155  — 
ravaging  of  that  country  by  him,  156 
— his  junction  with  Eugene,  167 — 
forces  under  him,  169,  160— division 
of  the  command  between  him  and 
Eugene,  161 — his  plan  of  attack  at 
Blenheim,  166 — his  conduct  before 
the  attack,  166— battle  of  Blenheim, 
167 — his  movements  after  it,  183 — 
siege  and  capture  of  Landau  and 
Traerbach,  184  el  aeq. — additional  sup- 
plies obtained  from  Prussia,  &c.,  185 
— his  return  to  London,  and  results  of 
the  campaign,  186 — honours  conferred 
on  him,  187 — anecdotes  of  him,  188 — 
his  reception  at  Berlin  and  Hanover, 
189 — manor  of  Woodstock,  Ac,  con- 
ferred on  him,  t6. — inefficient  support 
given  by  parliament,  &c.,  to  him,  192 
— letter  from  him  to  Harley  on  the 
parsimonious  disposition  of  parliament, 
194 — reasons  for  his  transferring  the 
war  to  Flanders,  and  converting  it 
into  one  of  sieges  there,  195— his  talent 
as  shown  in  keeping  together  the 
alliance,  197  tt  seq. — ^jealousy  to  which 
exposed  at  home,  198  et  teq. — slanders 
circulated  at  home  regarding  him,  200 
— caution  necessitated  by  these  causes 
in  his  military  operations,  201 — fetters 
imposed  by  the  alliance  on  his  con- 
duct of  the  war,  202 — his  forces  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign  of  1705,  204 
— his  plan  for  the  invasion  of  France, 
205 — commences  operations,  and  re- 
treat of  Villars  before  him,  206  — 
compelled  by  Villeroi's  successes  in 
Flanders  to  return  thither,  207 — his 
march  to  support  the  Dutch,  209 — 
joins  Overkirk,  and  retreat  of  Villeroi 
before  him,  210— effects  of  d'Aubach's 
misconduct  on  his  plans,  21 1  —  his 
measures  for  forcing  Villeroi's  lines, 
213 — their  complete  success,  214 — 
again  thwarted  by  the  Dutch  deputies, 
215  el  ieq. — their  treacherous  conduct 
toward  him,  219  —  turns  Villeroi's 
position,  and  interposes  between  him 
and  France,  220  et  ieq. — prepares  to 
attack  Villeroi,  222 — again  thwarted 
by  the  deputies,  223 — chaiges  of  the 
Dutch  against  him,  226 — his  vexation, 
and  magnanimous  conduct,  227  — 
ultimate  effects  of  his  conduct,  228 — 
jealousies  of  Austria  and  the  Qerman 
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Marlborough  duke  of,  continwd. 

powers,  229— repairs  to  Vienna  and 
Berlin,  230 — his  success  in  appeasing 
the   jealousies  of   Austria,   233 — his 
reception  there,    234 — his  efforts  in 
Prussia  and    Hanover,   235— parallel 
between   his    situation  and  Welling- 
ton's, 236— his  reception,  &c.,  in  Eng- 
land, 237 — his  project  for  a  union  of 
parties,  238— returns  to  the  Continent, 
t6. — his  plans  for    the   campaign   of 
1706,  239 — his  increased  difficulties 
from  the  conduct  of  the  Allies,  240 — 
his  forces  and  plans,  241 — his  forces 
at  Ramilies,  242  note—  his  movements 
before  the  battle,  and  plan  of  attack, 
243  — battle    of  Ramilies,  244  — his 
danger  at  it,  245,  246 — his  humanity, 
kc,  to  the  wounded  after  it,  252 — 
effects  of  Ramilies  to  himself,  letters 
on  it,  &c.,  254 — his  entry  into  Brussels, 
255  —  opposes  the   levying  contribu- 
tions on  Brabant,  256 — his  hopes  of 
peace  at  this  time,  258— siege  and 
capture    of    Ostend,    259  —  and    of 
Monin,  260  —capture  of  Dendermonde 
and  Ath,  263 — uiiges  the  siege  of  Mons, 
but  in  vain,  264  —  conclusion  of  the 
campaign,  his  reception  at  Brussels, 
&c.,  265— his  congratulations  on  the 
victory  of  Turin,  269— difficulties  of 
his  correspondence  during  this  cam- 
paign, 274  —  imiversal  confidence  in 
his  wisdom  and  probity,  275 — perfect 
unanimity  between  him  and  Eugene, 
276 — his  reception  of  the  overtures  for 
peace  in  1706,  279— the  government 
of  the  Netherlands  offered  to  him,  280 
— but  declined,  and  his  reasons  for 
doing  so,  281,  282 — his  address  pre- 
vents the  dissolution  of  the  alliance, 
284,  285 — his  reception  in  England, 
honours  bestowed  on  him,  &c.,  286, 
287 — jealousy  both  of  the  Whigs  and 
Tories  toward   hira,  287  —his  efforts 
on  behalf  of  the  Scottish  Union,  288 
— measures  of,  to  detach  Charles  XII. 
from  the  side  of  the  French,  298  — 
his  visit  to  Charles  XII.,  interviews 
with  that  monarch,  &c.,  300  et  seg. — 
succeeds  in  detaching   him  from  the 
French  interest,  301  et  teq. — continued 
jealousies,  &c.,  of  the  Allies,  303,  304 
—  plan  concerted    between    him   and 
Eugene  for  the  campaign  of  1707,  315 
— his  first  movements  during  it,  317 — 
prevented  fix)m  engaging  by  the  Dutch 
deputies,  318 — difficulties  occasioned 
to  him  by  the  conduct  of  the  Dutch, 
820 — he    urges  the   invasion  of  the 


south  of  France,  821 — ^his  efforts  to 
adjust  new  differences  between  the 
emperor  and  Charles  XII.,  825  et  mq. 
— success  of  these,  326,  327 — renewed 
operations  in  Flanders,  328— closes 
the  campaign  and  returns  to  England, 
330  —  causes  of  the  reaction  against 
him  and  the  war  in  England  at  this 
time,  ib,  et  teq. — early  attachment  of 
queen  Anne  to  him,  336 — causes  of 
her  estrangement  from  him,  337 — be 
attached  to  the  Whigs  and  the  queen 
to  the  Tories,  338— their  estrangement 
increased  by  his  absence,  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  duchess,  &c.,  839  —  the 
appointment  of  lord  Sunderland,  and 
his  connection  with  it,  341  e/  9eq. — his 
continued  but  misplaced  confidence  in 
Harley  and  St  John,  346 — his  influence 
at  last  carries  Simderland  s  appoint- 
ment, 349 — decreasing  confidence  of 
the  queen  in  him,  850 — as  shown  in 
her  ecclesiastical  preferments,  351 — 
altercation  between  him  and  lord 
Halifax,  352 — ^jealousies  of  the  Whigs 
against  him,  i5. — rise  of  Abigail  HlU,and 
her  influence  on  his  fate,  353 — mani- 
festations of  his  declining  influence, 
855 — his  dignified  but  unwise  conduct 
at  this  time,  857 — outcry  against  him 
on  his  return  from  the  campaign  of 
1 707,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament, 
359 — his  speech  against  the  drafting 
of  men  from  Flanders,  861 — discovers 
Harley's  treachery,  363 — ^threatens  to 
resign  unless  he  is  dismissed,  365 — his 
efforts  to  ward  off  invasion  by  the 
Pretender,  and  their  success,  870 — 
motives  which  made  him  desire  an 
active  campaign,  376 — plans  for  that  of 
1708  concerted  between  him  and 
Eugene,  378 — his  difficulties  with  the 
Allies,  &c.,  379  —  foils  Venddme's 
attempt  on  Antwerp,  380  —  and  on 
Louvain  and  Brussels,  381 — his  move- 
ments against  Vend6me,  and  loss  of 
Ghent  and  Bruges,  384  —  secures 
Oudenarde  against  a  coup- de- main 
885— these  reverses  throw  him  into  a 
fever,  t5.— is  joined  by  Eugene,  886 — 
moves  on  Venddme's  communications, 
387  —  his  movements  before  Oude- 
narde, 388,  389— battle  of  Oudenarde, 
392  et  $eq. —  his  measures  after  the 
battle,  401 — his  humanity  toward  the 
wounded,  402 — capture  of  the  French 
lines,  &c,  403  —  urges  marching  on 
Paris,  but  is  opposed,  404 — resolves  on 
the  siege  of  Lille,  405 — his  prepara- 
tions for  it,  407  —  incursions  of  his 
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troops  into  Arioi8,409 — his  forces,  &c.| 
for  the  siege  of  Lille,  410 — his  mea- 
sures for  the  protection  of  the  convoy, 
412, 413— takes  charge  of  the  covering 
army  at  it,  414  —  commencement  of 
the  siege,  415  —  his  anxiety  for  an 
action,  417— his  movements  to  meet 
Vendftme  and  Berwick,  418— ui^es 
attacking  the  French,  but  is  prevented 
by  the  Dutch  deputies,  422 — danger 
of  his  position,  423 — Eugene's  wound 
throws  the  conduct  of  the  siege  on 
him,  428  —  procures  supplies  from 
England  by  Ostend,  431  —  action  at 
Wynendale,  ib.  etteq. — arrival  of  convoy, 
and  further  progress  of  the  siege,  434 
— measures  of,  for  bringing  up  stores, 
&C.,  435 — surrender  of  the  town,  and 
siege  of  the  citadel,  436 — foils  Ven- 
d6me's  attempt  against  Brussels,  437 
— surrender  of  the  citadel  of  Lille, 
and  losses  during  the  siege,  488  — 
wishes  to  enter  France  after  the  siege, 
440  —  recovers  Ghent,  441  —  and 
Bruges,  Plassendael,  &c.,  442  — again 
declines  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  443— letter  from  him  to 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  urging  peace,  ib. 
— ability  shown  by  him  in  this  cam- 
paign, and  review  of  his  conduct  of 
it,  446  et  8eq. — his  regulations  for  the 
siege  of  Lille,  449. 

Kcinforcemonts  sent  by  him  to  Spain 
in    1708,  ii.   2 — efforts  of,  to  retain 
Savoy  and  Prussia  in  the  alliance,  5 — 
his  increasing  difficulties  at  home,  and 
cold  reception   there,  6 — dismissal  of 
his  brother  from  office,  8, 9 — conducts 
the  negotiations  in  1709, 12— attempt 
to  bribe  him  by  the  French  ambassa- 
dor, 13 — urges  on  Louis  the  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  offered  by  the  Allies, 
14 — remarkable  conversation  between 
him   and    de    Torcy,  ib,  et  teq. — his 
views  on  the  subject  of  peace,  15 — still 
labours  to  effect  a  pacification,  17 — 
false  accusations  ogninst  him  of  having 
laboured  to  prolong  the  war,  18— his 
efforts  to  obtain  an  augmentation  of 
forces  in  the  Netherlands,  1 709,  24 — 
remonstrates  against  transference  of 
forces  to  Spain,  25— additional  forces 
obtained    from    the    Dutch,    26 — his 
plans  for  the  campaign  of  1709,  27 — 
his  measures  to  deceive  Villars,  28 — 
draws  round  Toumay,  29 — siege  and 
capture  of  the  town,  31  — commence- 
ment and  difficulties  of  the  siege  of 
tlio  citadel,  3*2— surrender  of  it,  and 
his  movement  toward  Mens,  36 — forces 


Villars*  lines,  37 — interposes  between 
him  and  France,  38 — movements  and 
preparations  before  Malplaquet,  41 — 
his  forces  there,  42,  44 — the  Dutch 
deputies  oppose  fighting,  45— his  and 
Eugene's  plan  of  attack,  48 — battle  of 
Malplaquet,  51 — his  losses,  &c.,  at  it» 
61 — his  hiunanity  after  it,  63,  67 — 
capture  of  Mens,  and  conclusion  of  the 
campaign,  68— continued    decline  of 
his  influence    at    court,   69  —  unjust 
strictures  on  him  and  the  campaign, 
71 — his  request  to  be  made  captain- 
general  for  life,  and  its  reception,  72 
— his  injudicious  letter  to  the  queen, 
73 — his  reception  by  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  tb. — increasing  jealousy  of 
him  at  court,  74 — course  counselled 
by  him  regarding  Sacheverell,  75 — he 
threatens  to  resign,  76 — his  remon- 
strance with  the  queen  against  the 
appointment  of  colonel  Hill,  &c.,  t6. 
et  seq. — determines  to  resign  if  Mm 
Masham  is  not  removed,  78 — but  is 
induced  to  yield,  and  apparently  re- 
conciled  to  the  queen,  ib. — observa- 
tions on  these  steps  of  his,  and  justifi- 
cation of  his  demand,  79  et  teq. — his 
departure  for  Holland,  ib. — his  great- 
ness as  the  great  cause  of  his  fidl,  82 
— analogy  between    his    battles    and 
those  of  the  French  Revolution  wars, 
85  —  plans  of,   for  invading    France 
from  Alsace  and  Piedmont,  100 — his 
views  regarding  the  Portuguese  troops, 
105 — he  again  refuses  the  government 
of  the  Netherlands,  106 — his  advice 
regarding    the    new    confederacy    in 
the   North,   107 — the  conferences  at 
Gertruydenberg,  and    his    efforts    to 
bring  about  an  accommodation  there, 
1 08  et  teq. — his  counsels  to  the  govern- 
ment on  the  subject,  112 — his  plans 
for  the  campaign  of   1710,  t5.— his 
departure   for  the  Continent,  118 — 
opening  of  the  campaign,  and  its  first 
operations,  1 14 — passage  of  the  lines 
of  the  Scarpe,   115 — investment  of 
Douai,  117 — preparations  to  receive 
Villars,  119— the  latter  retires,  120 — 
capture  of  Douai,  121 — his  designs  on 
Arras  frustrated  by  Villars,  122 — re- 
solves on   besieging  Bethune,  123 — 
siege  and  fall  of  that  place,  125 — in- 
creasing animosity  against  him  in  EUig- 
land,  126 — he  designs  the  capture  of 
Calais,  ib.  —  siege  and  capture  of  St 
Venant,  127— and  of  Aire,   128— his 
increasing  difficulties  at  home,  129— 
envy  of  him  among  his  own  party,  138 
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Marlborough,  duchess  of,  continued, 
queen,  and  answer  of  the  latter,  150 — 
counsels  of  the  duke  to  her  at  this 
crisis,  155 — dismissed  from  her  situa- 
tions, 156 — opposes  the  duke*s  taking 
office  after  the  accession  of  George  L, 
264,  265 — during  the  last  hours  of  her 
husband,  306 — provision  by  his  will 
for  her,  309 — his  affection  for  her, 
812 — her  subsequent  life,  devotion  to 
him,  and  death,  319. 

Marlborough  Despatches,  commencement 

of  the,  L  80. 
Marlborough  titles  and  estates,  descent 

of  the,  il  310. 
Marsin,  marshal,  defeated  by  prince 
Eugene,  i  79 — capture  of  Augsburg 
by,  139 — forces  under,  at  Blenheim, 
161  note,  163 — operations  there,  167, 
172 — forces  under,  in  Alsace,  at  the 
opening  of  1705,  204 — sent  from  the 
Rhine  into  Flanders  after  the  battle 
ofRamilics,  260 — mortally  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner  at  Turin,  269. 

Mary,  queen  of  William  III.,  death  of, 
L  25. 

Masliam,  Mrs,  afterwards  lady,  early 
history  and  rise  of,  L  353— her  great 
influence,  354 — her  secret  influence 
with  the  queen,  368 — her  ingratitude 
toward  the  duchess  of  Marlborough, 
372  —  her  intrigues  against  Marl- 
borough, &C.  ii.  6 — continuation  of 
her  intrigues,  69,  72,  74 — denuncia- 
tion of  her  by  Marlborough,  77 — he 
demands  her  dismissal,  but  afterwards 
yields,  78— the  duchess  refuses  all 
reconciliation  with  her,  133  —  she 
resolves  on  the  dismissal  of  lord 
Sunderland,  142  —  and  on  that  of 
Qodolphiu,  1 66— succeeds  the  duchess 
as  mistress  of  the  privy  purse,  168 — 
dissensions  between  her  and  the 
duchess  of  Somerset,  252 — alienation 
of,  from  llarloy,  260. 

MathcBon,  Mr,  ambassador  to  Portugal, 
L  123. 

Maupertuis,  intimacy  of  Frederick  the 
Great  with,  ii.  404. 

May,  brigadier,  wounded  at  Malplaquet, 
ii.  64. 

May u waring,  Mr,  ii.  236. 

Muzcppn,  the  revolt  of,  from  Peter 
the  Great,  and  his  junction  with 
Cljarles  XII.  of  Sweden,  ii.  90. 

Mechlin,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies, 
i.  253. 

Medina,  Sir  Solomon,  charge  of  em- 
bez/.Icuient  brought  against  Marl- 
borough by,  iL  205. 


Mediterranean,  progress  of  the  war  in 
the,  1708,  ii.1. 

Menin,  siege  and  capture  of,  by  Marl- 
borough, L  260. 

Meuzikoff,  prince,  ii.  95. 

Merci,  count,  ii.  101. 

Mesnager,  M.,  ii  201. 

Mouse,  narrow  escape  of  Marlborough 
from  capture  on  the,  L  105 — its  great 
importance  to  the  Netherlands,  109 — 
Villeroi's  lines  on  the,  212 — fordng 
of  them  by  Marlborough,  213,  214. 

Middleton,  lord,  an  adherent  of  James 
II.*s,  I  22. 

Milan,  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
regarding,  ii.  227. 

Milanese,  the,  claimed  in  1707  by 
Austria,  L  323. 

Mihtary  uniform,  introduction  of,  by 
Louis  XIV.,  L  55. 

Minden,  the  victory  of,  ii  417. 

Mindelsheim,  the  principality  of,  con- 
ferred on  Marlborough,  i.  187 — lost 
by  him  after  the  peace  of  Kastadt, 
11248. 

Mining,  extent  to  which  carried  at  the 
siege  of  Toumay,  ii  33. 

Minorca,  subjugation  of,  by  the  Allies 
in  1708,  ii  I — confirmed  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Utrochty 
226. 

Molesworth,  captain,  i.  247. 

Mollwitz,  victory  of  Frederick  the  Qreat 
at,  ii  406. 

Molyneux,  Mr,  mission  of,  to  Hanover, 
ii.  257,  258. 

Moncart,  count,  slain  at  Malplaquet, 
ii.  64. 

Monjuich,  fort,  capture  of,  by  lord 
Peterborough,  i  232, 

Monmouth,  the  duke  of,  his  life  saved 
by  Marlborough  at  Maostricht,  L  6  — 
his  rebellion,  and  services  of  Marl- 
borough during  it,  11. 

Mous,  recommendation  of  Marlborough 
regarding  it,  i.  21 — movement  of 
Marlborough  against  it,  ii  36 — siege 
and  capture  of  it  by  the  Allies, 
68. 

Montagu,  sir  James,  mado  solicitor- 
general,  i  349. 

Montague,  the  duke  of,  i.  122  —promo- 
tion of,  on  the  accession  of  Qeorge  1.,  iL 
266— at  Marlborough's  funcnd,  307. 

Montague,  the  duchchs  of,  ii  266. 

Montemiu*d,  the  count  de,  ii  296. 

Montespan,  madume  de,  i  50. 

Montesquieu,  marslial,  defeat  of,  on  the 
lines  of  the  Scarpe,  ii  114, 115 — 118 — 
capture  of  Arloux  by,  190. 
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Montesquieu  on  the  duke  of  Berwick, 

ii297. 
Montferrat,  the,  demanded  by  Sayov, 

u.  4. 
Monthermer,    lord,  marriage   of  Alarl- 

borough's   youngest    daughter   to,  L 

122. 
Montjoie,  battalion  of,  at  Almanza,  i 

808. 
Montponsicr  alliance,  motiyes  of  Louis 

Philippe  for  the,  it  355 — the  treaty 

of  Utrecht  not  violated  by  it,  873. 
Moors,  services  of  Marlborough  against 

the,  i.  4 — their  expulsion  fi>om  Spain, 

60,  61. 
Mortagne,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  il 

114— check  of  the  Allies  at,  184. 
Moscow,  march    of   Charles  XIL    on, 

ii92. 
Moselle,    operations    on    the,    1705,  i 

207. 
Mothe,  count  de  la,  forces  under,  at  the 

opening    of  the   war,    i.    92 — forces 

under  him  in  1708,  877— capture  of 

Bruges  by    him,    384 — forces  under 

him  to  cover  Qhcnt,  &c.,  417 — defeat 

of,  at  Wynendale,  481 — surrender  of 

Ghent  by  him,  442. 
Mother,   intellectual   power    inherited 

through  the,  i.  2. 
Munich,  marshal,  L  410. 
Murcia,  subjugation  of,  by  the  French, 

1309. 
Murray,  sir  Qcoi^e,  the  Marlborough 

Despatches  edited  by,  i.  30. 
Murray,  lord  Charles,  token  prisoner  at 

Preston,  ii.  277. 

Nairn,  lord,  taken  prisoner  at  Preston, 
ii.  277 — condemned,  but  respited,  286. 

Namur,  the  capture  of,  by  William  III., 
L  68 — attempt  on  it  by  Marlborough, 
241. 

Nantes,  the  Edict  of,  its  revocation,  and 
results  of  this,  i  35,  60 — numbers  who 
sufifered  by  it,  36 — its  effects,  61 — 
how  regarded  by  contemporary  Catho- 
lics, ii  359. 

Naples,  expedition  of  the  Austrians 
against,  and  its  subjugation,  i.  313 — 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
regarding  it,  iL  227. 

Napoleon,  tee  Buonaparte. 

Narva,  the  battle  of,  i.  293,  ii  87. 

Nassau- Saarbruck,  «m  Saarbruck. 

National  debt,  origin  of  the,  under 
William  III.,  i.  69 — its  increase  under 
him,  ii.  332 — its  increase  imder  him 
and  Anne,  and  alarm  excited  by  it,  i. 
333,  ii  130. 

VOL.  II. 


National  sins,  insensibility  to,  ii  359. 

Natzmer,  general,  at  Oudenarde,  i.  396. 

Naumbci^,  victory  of  Frederick  tho 
Great  at,  ii  408. 

Navy,  tho  British,  efforts  of  James  II. 
on  behalf  of  the,  i  73 — at  different 
periods  outnumbered  by  those  of 
France  and  Spain,  ii  352. 

Navy,  the  French,  improvement  of,  by 
Louis  XIV.,  i.  56. 

Neer  Ische,  passage  of  the  Dyle  by  the 
AlUes  at,  i  219. 

Netherlands,  services  of  Marlborough  in 
the,  1689,  i  20— and  agam  in  1691, 21— 
Marlborough  appointed  to  the  chief 
command  in  them,  28 — description  of 
them,  109  —  political  causes  which 
have  divided  them.  111 — causes  which 
have  given  rise  to  their  fortified  cities, 
1 1 2 — effects  of  these  fortresses  on  the 
system  of  war  in  them,  113— circum- 
stances which  caused  the  transfer  of 
the  war  into  them,  its  slow  progress, 
&c.  195^forceB  in  them  on  tho  two 
sides  in  1706,  241— the  government 
of  them  offered  to  Marlborough,  but 
declined,  280 — ^views  of  the  Dutch 
regarding  them,  282 — agreement  re- 
specting the  government  of  them, 
285— plans  for  the  campaign  of  1707 
in  them,  316 — opening  of  it,  317 — 
forces  of  Franco  in  them  for  the  cam- 
paign of  1708,  377 — and  those  of  tho 
Allies,  378 — the  government  of  them 
again  offered  to  and  declined  by 
Marlborough,  443  —  forces  of  the 
French  in  them,  1709,  ii.  24— Marl- 
borough again  declines  the  govern- 
ment, 106 — provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  regarding  the  Spanish 
provinces,  227 — the  subsequent  sur- 
render of  them  by  Great  Britain  to 
France  m  1830,  i  290,  ii.  357. 

Neuburg,  forcing  of  the  Rhine  by 
Villars  at,  i.  315 — defeat  of  the  Allies 
at,  ii.  101. 

New  Brisach,  capture  of,  by  the  French, 
i  188. 

Newcastle,  tho  duke  of,  ii.  145  note — 
his  intimacy  with  Harley  and  Mrs 
Masham,  152 — remains  in  office  after 
Godolphin's  dismissal,  160. 

Ney,  piutdlel  between  his  treason  and 
Marlborough's,  i  17. 

Nicholas,  the  emperor,  his  efforts  on  be- 
half of  Russia,  ii.  100. 

Nicucudeim,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  L 
259. 

Nieuport,  attempt  of  Overkirk  on,  i. 
259. 
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Nimeguen,  services  of  Marlborough  at 
the  siege  of,  1672,  i.  5 — the  treaty  of, 
83,  68— action  in  front  of,  95. 

Kissa,  defeat  of  the  Turks  at,  i.  289. 

Nithsdale,  lord,  taken  at  Preston,  ii.  277 
— condemned,  but  escapes,  286. 

Noailles,  the  duke  de,  defeat  of  the 
Austrians  at  Gerona  by,  ii.  104 — his 
arrival  in  Spain,  1710,  174— invests 
Gerona,  177. 

North,  Rev.  G.,  curious  fact  regarding 
Marlborough  recorded  by,  L  3  note, 

Nottingham,  the  earl  of,  L  349. 

Obdam,  general,  part  assigned  to,  in  the 
attack  on  Antwerp,  i.  130,  131 — de- 
feated at  Eckeren,  132 — at  the  battle 
ofRamilies,  247. 

Olmutz,  repulse  of  Frederick  the  Great 
at,  ii.  414. 

Orange,  the  prince  of,  at  Oudenai*do,  i. 
398,  399 — aids  in  covering  the  great 
convoy  for  the  siege  of  Lille,  413 — 
operations  under  him  at  that  siege, 
415,  416,  439— at  the  battle  of  Mai- 
plaquet,  ii.  53  et  seq.,  60 — defence  of 
his  conduct  there,  64  et  aeq. — conducts 
the  siege  of  Mens,  68— at  the  siege 
of  Douai,  122— at  that  of  St  Venant, 
128. 

Orford,  the  carl  of,  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty,  iL  133— his  jealousy 
toward  Marlborough,  ib. — 146  note— 
is  partly  won  over  by  Harley,  152 — 
resigns,  160 — restored  to  office  ou  the 
accession  of  George  I.,  265. 

Orkney,  lord,  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
i.  1 79 —at  that  of  Ramilies,  251 — move- 
ment of,  toward  Mens,  ii.  87 — rejoins 
the  main  army,  39— at  the  battle  of 
Malplaquet,  51,  56,  57. 

Orleans,  the  duke  of,  succeeds  Vend6me 
in  Italy,  and  is  defeated  by  prince 
Eugene  at  Turin,  i.  79,  260. 

Ormond,  the  duke  of,  becomes  lord- 
licutonant  of  Ireland,  ii.  160 — ap- 
pointed to  command  the  auxiliary 
force  aflor  Marlborough's  dismissal, 
219 — ordered  by  ministers  to  abstain 
from  active  operations,  221 — his  pro- 
ceedings under  Eugene,  222  —  with- 
drawal of  his  troops,  228— made  com- 
mander-in-chief under  Bolingbroke, 
261 — is  outlawed,  retires  to  Franco, 
and  joins  the  Stuarts,  260— attempts 
to  land  at  Plymouth,  but  fails,  273. 

OHtend,  dcKign  of  Marlborough  against, 
i.  129 — siege  and  cai>turo  of  it  by  him, 
259— march  of  a  convoy  for  Lille  from, 
431. 


Oudenarde,  surrender  of,  to  the  Allies 
after  the  battle  of  Runilies,  L  253, 
257 — designs  of  Vend6me  on  it,  1708, 
383 — the  siege  of  it  begun  by  Ven- 
d6me,  385 — description  of  the  field  of 
battle  of,  389 — forces  of  the  parties 
at,  393  no^c— battle  of,  893  et  k^.— its 
results,  400 — analogy  between  it  and 
Waterloo,  iL  85— repulse  of  the  French 
at,  i.  437. 

Overkirk,  marshal,  forces  under,  in  1703, 
i.  126  —  threatened  by  Villeroi,  but 
repels  him,  127— operations  of  Villeroi 
against  him  in  1705,  208 — junction 
between  him  and  Marlborough,  210 — 
cordial  support  given  to  Marlborough 
by  him,  213,  222— at  the  forcing  of 
Villcroi's  lines  on  the  Mouse,  214 — 
his  magnanimity  toward  Marlborough, 
216-at  the  battle  of  Ramilies,  245— 
ability,  &c.  of  his  conduct  there,  252 — 
capture  of  Nieuendeim,  &c.,  by  him, 
259 — conducts  the  siege  of  Ath,  264 — 
the  command  left  with  him  durix^ 
Marlborough's  absence,  265  —  again 
commands  during  the  illness  of  Marl- 
borough, 386 — at  the  battlo  of  Ouden- 
arde, 397,  398— his  death,  and  sketsh 
of  his  character,  445. 

Oxcnstiern,  general,  at  the  battle  of 
Oudenarde,  i.  398— at  that  of  Mal- 
platjuct,  ii.  53 — killed  there,  64. 

Oxfoi-d,  earl  of,  see  Harley. 

Palatinate,  ravages  of  the  French  in  the, 
1707, 1  315. 

Palmer,  general,  il  6. 

Pantheon,  the,  duo  to  Louis  XIV.,  i  59. 

Paris,  the  public  buildings  of,  under 
Louis  XIV.,  L  59 — plan  of  Eugene  for 
advancing  to,  in  1712,  ii.  220. 

Parliament,  the  British,  supplies  voted 
by,  for  the  campaign  of  1703,  L  117 — 
for  that  of  1705,  191,  237— honours 

conferred  on  Marlborough  by,  287 

outcry  against  him  in,  1707,  360  — 
his  reception  in,  after  the  campaign 
of  Oudenarde,  il  6 — supplies  voted  for 
1709, 25— reception  of  >larlborough  in, 

after  the  battle  of  Malplaquct,  73 

supplies  voted  for  1712,  74 — dissolu- 
tion of,  and  minority  for  Harley  and 

the  Tories  in  the  now  one,  162,  163 

meeting  of,  and  reception  of  Marl- 
borough, 165 — answer  of  Marlborough 
in,  to  the  chaiige  of  having  endea- 
voured to  protract  the  war,  208  —  <lo- 
nuneiation  of  the  terms  of  Utreclit  in 
223  —  that  treaty  approvctl  by  it, 
and  its  prorogation,  227—  character  of 
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the  now  one,  and  state  of  parties  in  it, 
253  —  its  contradictory  proceedings, 
256. 

Fbrty,  impossibility  of  governing  inde- 
pendent of,  i  358. 

Paschal,  M  governor  of  Brussels,  L  437. 

Pasquini,  governor  of  Namur,  i  241. 

Passau,  capture  of,  by  the  Bavarians,  i  1 39. 

Patkul,  count,  the  execution  of,  by 
Charles  XII.  a  87. 

Peace,  the  secret  negotiations  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  for,  in  1711, 
iL  200— its  preliminaries  agreed  to, 
201 — its  concUtions  as  finally  arranged 
at  Utrecht,  226. 

Peers,  house  of,  opposition  in,  to  the 
allowance  to  prince  George  of  Den- 
mark, L  118 — trial  of  Dr  Sachevcrell 
before  the,  and  excitement  attending 
it,  ii.  75 — majority  in  the,  against  the 
Tory  ministry  on  the  peace,  210 — 
swamped  by  a  new  creation,  213 — 
debate  in  the,  on  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
223 — and  division,  226 — motion  in  the, 
regarding  the  succession,  255 — trial 
and  acquittal  of  Oxford  before  the, 
266,  267,  302. 

Pelham,  Sir  Thomas,  made  baron,  i.  349. 

Pendergast,  sir  John,  wounded  at  Mai- 
plaquet,  iL  64. 

Perth,  capture  of,  by  the  rebels  in  1715, 
ii  274. 

Perugia,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  iL  4. 

Petcum,  Dutch  agent  at  the  conferences 
of  Gertruydenberg,  iL  101. 

Peter  the  Great,  system  of  defence 
adopted  against  Charles  XII.  by,  iL  89 
et  teq. — defeats  Levenhaupt,  91 — his 
victory  at  Pultowa,  93— sketch  of  his 
character  and  career,  96  et  ieq. — his 
errors,  and  delusions  regarding  him, 
98 — real  character  of  the  changes  in- 
troduced by  him,  99. 

Peter  III.  of  Kussia,  alliance  of,  with 
Frederick  the  Great,  ii.  420. 

Peterborough,  lord,  letter  from,  to  Marl- 
borough on  the  death  of  his  son,  L  1 22 
— operations  imder,  in  Spain,  during 
1705,  232 — attempts  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Barcelona,  271 — his  further  move- 
ments, 272 — resigns  his  command  in 
Spain,  273 — proposal  by  him  regard- 
ing Spain,  360. 

Peterwardein,  defeat  of  the  Tui'ks  by 
prince  Louis  of  Baden  at,  L  289 — the 
victory  of  Eugene  at,  ii.  400. 

PfiiSer,  general,  at  Oudenarde,  L  392. 

Pharsalia,  small  force  engaged  at,  L  309. 

Philip  v.,  the  duke  of  Anjou  crowned 
king  of  Spain  as,  L  42,  43— enthusiasm 


in  Spain  on  his  behalf,  and  his  gallant 
declaration,  iL  103  et  teq. — independent 
position  in  consequence  assumed  by 
him,  104 — defeats  sustained  in  Cata- 
lonia in  1710, 173 — abandons  Madrid, 
ib. — vigorous  efforts  made  by  him,  1 74 
— occupies  Almarez,  177 — Spain  sur- 
rendered to  him  by  the  preliminaries 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  201 — condi- 
tions of  the  final  treaty  with  regai'd  to 
him,  226. 

Piedmont,  campaign  of  1709  in,  and  its 
abortive  result,  iL  101. 

Piper,  count,  L  298,  299  note — his  recep- 
tion of  Marlborough,  300  —  pension 
bestowed  on  him,  303  —  his  corres- 
pondence with  Marlborough  from  Rus- 
sia, ii.  89  —  urges  on  Charles  XII. 
retreat  from  Russia,  92 — taken  after 
Pultowa,  95. 

Pima,  capture  of  the  intrenched  camp 
of,  by  Frederick  the  Great,  iL  410. 

Plasscndael,  capture  of,  by  the  French, 
L  384 — abandoned  by  them,  442. 

Poland,  a  member  of  the  coalition  against 
Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  L  295— the 
dethronement  of  the  king  by  him,  293, 
ii.87. 

Political  crimes  not  justly  punishable 
with  death,  iL  288. 

Pope,  his  admiration  of  Bolingbroke,  iL 
341. 

Popery,  Louis  XIV.  the  embodiment  of, 
L  64 — Marlborough's  wars  directed 
against  its  supremacy,  ii.  321. 

Popish  party,  schemes  and  views  of  the, 
imder  Louis  XIV.  L  33— their  attacks 
on  Protestantism  in  Great  Britain  and 
France,  35.  • 

Popbh  writers,  character  of  Louis  XIV. 
as  drawn  by,  i.  48. 

Popoli,  the  duke  de,  iL  293. 

Port  Mahon,  capture  of,  by  the  British, 
u.  1. 

Portugal  joins  the  alliance  against  France, 
L  123— refusal  of  the  government  to 
allow  their  troops  to  advance  toward 
Madrid  in  1710,  iL  176,  177. 

Portuguese  cavalry,  conduct  of  the,  at 
Almanza,  L  307. 

Portuguese  troops,  bad  conduct  of  the, 
iL  105. 

Potter,  Dr,  i.  351. 

Poulett,  lord,  becomes  first  lord  of  the 
treasunr,ii.  159 — challenge  from  Marl- 
borough to  him,  226. 

Prague,  victory  of  Frederick  the  Great 
at,  iL  411. 

Press,  the  Tory  writers  in,  and  their  in- 
fluence, iL  344. 
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Proston,  surrender  of  the  English  Jaco- 
bites at,  1715,  ii  277. 

Pretender,  the,  recognition  of,  by  Louis 
XIV.,  I  48— attempt  at  invasion  by 
him  in  1708, 369— 378— at  the  battle  of 
Halplaquet,  ii  60  —  is  wounded  there, 
64  —  present  with  the  army  of  Villars 
in  1710,  and  impression  made  by  him, 
185  —  his  landing  in  1715  in  Scotland, 
282  —  his  reception,  and  difficulties, 
283— re-embarlu3  for  France,  284,  285. 

Prior  the  poet,  ingratitude  of,  to  Marl- 
borough, l  849. 

Protestant  writers,  character  of  Louis 
XIV.  as  drawn  by,  I  48. 

Protestantism,  efforts  for  the  extinction 
of,  in  England  under  James  II.,  and  in 
France  under  Louis  XIV.,  L  85  —  Wil- 
liam III.  the  embodiment  of  it,  64 — the 
wars  of  Marlborough  in  defence  of  it, 
ii  821— dangers  to  it  from  the  success 
of  France,  323. 

Provence,  invasion  of,  by  the  Allies,  L 
324  et  9eq. 

Prussia,  the  king  of,  a  candidate  for  the 
command-in-chief  of  the  Allies,  i  86 — 
reception  of  Marlborough  by  him  in 
1705,  285  —  again  threatens  to  break 
off  from  the  alliance,  and  again  pre- 
vented by  Marlborough  in  1709,  ii 
106 — joins  the  coalition  against  Sweden 
after  Pultowa,  107. 

Prussia,  joins  the  alliance  against  France, 
L  47 — her  views  on  it,  82  —  additional 
contingent  supplied  by  her  in  1704, 
185,  187  —  her  cordiality  after  the 
battle  of  Ramilies,  255  —  her  discon- 
tents in  1709,  and  efforts  of  Marl- 
borough to  retain  her  in  the  alliance, 
iL  5 — sketch  of  her  history,  &c,  under 
Frederick  the  Qreat,  403  et  »eq. 

Public  corruption,  system  of,  under  Wil- 
liam III.,  il  333. 

Public  works,  magnificence  of,  in  France, 
under  Louis  XIV.  and  Napoleon,  i 
59. 

Pullariani,  baron,  slain  at  Malploquct,  il 
64. 

Pultowa,  advance  of  Charles  XII.  to,  il 
93 — his  defeat  there,  94  et  seq. 

Puysegur,  count,  at  Malplaquet,  il  60. 

QuadrupIoAlliance,inexcusable  character 
of  the  proceedings  of  the,  il  368— 
answer  to  the  arguments  in  defence  of 
them,  869. 

Qucsnoy,  preparations  of  Marlborough  for 
the  siege  of.  ii.  200 — siogo  and  capture 
of  it  by  Eugene,  222— retaken  by  Vil- 
lars, 232. 


Baby,  lord,  il  158  -—  ambassador  at  the 
Hague,  188. 

Ra^tski,  count,  I  145. 

Ram,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough,  I  155l 

Ramilies,  position  of  the  French  at,  i 
242  —  plan  of  Marlborough  at,  24S— 
battle  of,  244  —  its  results,  251  —  its 
after  consequences,  253  —  analogy  be- 
tween it  and  Austerlits,  il  85. 

Rantzau,  general,  at  Malplaquet,  il  55. 

Rastadt,  treaty  of,  between  Austria  and 
France,  il  283. 

Rebellion  of  1715,  sketch  of  the  history 
of  the,  il  269  et  teq. 

Religious  animosity,  division  of  Flanden 
by,  I  111. 

Renschild,  marshal,  il  95. 

Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  $ee 
Nantes. 

Revolution  of  1688,  Marlborough's  con- 
duct in  the,  i.\b  et  $eq. — change  in  the 
system  of  government  caused  by  it  in 
Qreat  Britain,  331  —  the  war  a  diJreci 
consequence  of  it,  il  132 — influence  of 
it  with  regard  to  Marlborough's  fiJI, 
240 — union  of  parties  which  brought  it 
about,  329  —  dangers  which  arose 
through  it,  and  especially  the  Funding 
system,  830  —  on  the  system  of  cor- 
ruption introduced  by  William  IIL, 
335. 

Revolution,  the  French,  the  war  of  the, 
analogy  between  it  and  that  of  the 
succession,  il  84  et  ieq.  —  danger  to 
Qreat  Britain  during  it,  from  the  union 
of  France  and  Spain,  852  —  analogy  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Whigs  during  it, 
and  that  of  the  Tories  during  the  War 
of  the  Succession,  861 — coincidence  in 
the  crises  of  the  two,  362. 

Rhine,  the  passage  of  the,  by  the  French 
in  1772, 1  32 — importance  of  it  to  the 
Netherlands,  109 — passage  of  it  by 
Marlborough  after  the  battle  of  Blen- 
heim, 183  —  campaign  of  1706  on  it, 
273  —  and  of  1707,  314  —  continued 
disasters  of  the  Allies  on  it,  321  — forces 
of  the  parties  on  it  for  the  campaign 
of  1708,  378  —  the  campaign  of  1708, 
a  2.  —  that  of  1709  and  its  disasters, 
100. 

Rhinsberg,  Frederick  the  Qreat's  chateau 
of,  il  404. 

Rialton,  lord,  ii.  1 59. 

Richard  CoourKle-Lion,  character  of  the 
wars  of,  il  377. 

Rivers,  lord,  ii.  76. 

Rochester,  the  earl  of,  I  349,  il  160  — 
proposal  by  him  regarding  the  war  in 
Spain,  I  360. 
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Rochester,  the  bishop  of,  L  23. 

Kohan,  the  prince  de,  made  prisoner  at 
Raxnilies,  L  251. 

Romish  church,  hopes  and  schemes  of 
the,  under  Louis  XIV.  i  33  —  its 
simultaneous  attacks  on  Protestantism 
in  Qroat  Britain  and  France,  36. 

Rooko,  sir  Qeorge,  i.  349. 

Rosbach,  the  battle  of,  ii  413. 

RouiU6,  the  president,  negotiations  con- 
ducted by,  on  the  part  of  France  in 
1709,  ii.  1 1  —  delivers  the  ultimatum 
of  Louis,  17. 

Rousset  on  the  passage  of  Yillars'  lines 
by  Marlborough  in  1711,  ii  194. 

Rowo,  general,  wounded  at  Blenheim,  L 
168. 

Ruremonde,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough, 
i  102. 

Russia,  the  head  of  the  coalition  against 
Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  L  295 — paral- 
lel between  the  invasions  of  her  by 
Charles  XIL,  and  Napoleon,  ii  86 — 
sketch  of  its  invasion  by  the  former, 
and  his  final  defeat,  88  et  teq. — effects 
of  his  overthrow  on  its  power,  96 — 
efforts  of  Peter  the  Great  for  its  ad- 
vancement, 97  —  true  character  of  his 
changes  in  it,  98,  99 — these  contrasted 
with  those  of  Alexander  and  Nicholas, 
1 00 — heads  the  coalition  for  dismem- 
bering Sweden  after  Pultowa,  107  —  a 
member  of  that  against  Frederick  the 
Qroat,  410. 

Ryswick,  the  treaty  of,  i  25,  37. 

Saarbruck,  prince  of,  forces  under,  at  the 
opening  of  the  war,  I  92— at  the  siege 
of  Venloo,  101. 

Sabine,  colonel,  at  Oudenarde,  1.  392. 

Sacheverell,  Dr,  excitement  caused  by 
the  case  of,  and  his  trial  before  the 
Peers,  ii  75— his  progress  through  the 
country,  162. 

St  Agnan,  the  duke  dc,  wounded  at 
Malplaquet,  ii  64. 

St  Bartholomew  massacre,  the,  how  re- 
garded by  cotemporary  Catholics,  ii  359. 

St  Denis,  the  battle  of,  i  68. 

St  George,  the  chevalier  de, ««« Pretender. 

St  John,  tee  Bolingbroke. 

St  Michael,  fort  of,  captured  by  the 
AUie8,i  101. 

St  Paul's  school,  education  of  Marl- 
borough at,  i  2. 

St  Simon,  the  duke  de,  on  the  revocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  i  86  note. 

St  Venant,  siege  and  capture  of,  by  the 
Allies,  ii  127  —  restored  to  Fiunce  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  232. 


Salamanca,  analogy  between  the  battle 
of,  and  Almanza,  ii  85. 

Salic  law,  the,  established  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  as  the  law  of  the  Spanisn 
succession,  ii  850. 

Salisbuxy,  lord,  i  23. 

Saragossa,  victory  of  the  Allies  near,  ii 
173. 

Saratoga,  small  force  engaged  at,  i  309. 

Sardinia,  conquest  of,  by  the  Allies  in 
1708,  ii  1  —  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  regarding  it,  227  —  and  of 
thatofRastadt,  233. 

Savoy,  the  duke  of,  joins  the  Allies,  i 
142 —  operations  under  him  in  1705, 
281  —  junction  between  him  and 
Eugene  in  1706,  267,  268— dissensions 
between  him  and  Austria  after  the 
battle  of  Turin,  280  —  renewed  dis- 
putes between  them  in  1707,  323,  ii 
4  —  successes  of,  in  1708,  4  —  pro- 
poses the  invasion  of  France,  6 — con- 
tinued disputes  between  him  and 
Austria  in  1709,  101  —  operations 
under  him  in  1709,  and  their  failure, 
ib. — his  demands  at  the  conferences  of 
Qertruydenberg,  109 — concludes  peace 
with  FVance  at  Utrecht,  232. 

Saxe,  Maurice  de,  afterwards  marshal, 
present  at  the  siege  of  Lille,  i  410— at 
the  battle  of  Malplaquet,  and  remarks 
by  him  on  it,  ii  66 — on  the  capture  of 
Douai  by  Villars,  231. 

Saxony,  a  member  of  the  league  of 
Augsburg,  i  36  —  subjugation  of  it  by 
Frederick  the  Great,  ii  408,  410— 
Napoleon's  campaign  of  1813  in,  423. 

Scarborough,  lord,  ii  165. 

Scarpe,  linos  of  the,  passed  by  Marl- 
borough, ii  115. 

Scheldt,  importance  of  the,  to  the  Nether- 
lands, i  109  —  passage  of  it  by  Marl- 
borough at  Cambray,  ii.  193  —  defeat 
of  the  Allies  on  the,  231. 

Schcllcnberg,  the  intrenched  camp  of,  i 
151 — forcing  of  it,  163  et  teq, 

Schlaugenbeiig,  general,  gallant  retreat  of, 
from  Eckeren,  i  133 — his  accusations 
against  Marlborough,  and  disunion 
between  them,  134  —  his  conduct  at 
the  passage  of  the  Dyle,  219 — and  sub- 
sequently, 222,  224  —  dismissed  from 
command,  229. 

Schliek,  general,  i.  145. 

Schmettau,  general,  ii  416. 

Schulemberg,  general,  at  the  siege  of 
Toumay,  ii.  32  —  at  the  battle  of  Mal- 
plaquet, 48,  49,  51,  67— at  the  siege  of 
Bethuno,  125. 

Schultz,  general,  at  Ramilics,  i  245,  248. 
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Schutz,  baron,  ii.  255, 258. 

Schweiduitz,  capture  of,  by  the  Aus- 
trians,  iL  419 — recaptured,  421. 

Schwerin,  marshal,  L  410 — ^at  the  battle 
ofMollwitz,u.  406. 

Scotch  brigade,  the,  at  the  battle  of  Mal- 
plaquet,  ii.  53. 

Scotland,  the  rebellion  of  1715  in,  iL 
269  et  aeq. — increase  of  strength  to 
England  from  the  union  with,  356. 

Scots  Greys,  the,  at  Blenheim,  L  179. 

Scottish  Union  Act,  efforts  of  Marlbo- 
rough on  behalf  of  the,  i.  288. 

Sed^uires,  the  duke  de,  ii  247. 

Sedgemoor,  battle  of,  services  of  Marl- 
borough at,  L  12. 

Senzet,  checks  of  the  French  on  the,  iL  1 9  7> 

Seven  Years'  War,  sketch  of  the  history 
of  the,  ii  406. 

Severity,  influence  of,  in  increasing  re- 
bellion, ii  289. 

Seymour,  Sir  Edward,  I  201  note. 

Shcriffmuir,  advance  of  Mar  to,  iL  277 — 
battle  of,  278  d  teq. 

Shrewsbury,  the  duke  of,  letter  from 
Marlborough  to,  L  23  note — his  ap- 
pointment as  lord-chamberlain,  ii.  135 
— his  character,  136 — intrigues  con- 
nected with  his  appointment,  137 — 
appeal  from  Marlborough  to  him  on 
behalf  of  lord  Sunderland,  143 — makes 
secret  advances  to  Marlborough,  211 
— becomes  lord-high  treasurer,  262, 
263 — measures  for  securing  the  Hano- 
verian succession,  263 — becomes  lord- 
chamberlain  on  the  accession  of  George 
L265. 

Sieges,  success  of  Marlborough  in,  ii.  431. 

Silesia,  attack  by  Frederick  the  Great 
on,  iL  406 — ceded  to  him,  408. 

Smith,  Adam,  character  of  Marlborough 
by,  il  397. 

Smith,  Mr,  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
i.  366. 

Smollett,  on  the  libels  against  Marlbo- 
rough, iL  202. 

Soignies,  position  of  Marlborough  at,  L 
221. 

Soissons,  the  countess  of,  mother  of  Eu- 
gene, L  402. 

Somers,  lord,  support  of  the  ministry 
by,  in  1705,  L  237,  238— alienation  of 
the  duchess  of  Marlborough  from,  iL 
8 — course  regarding  SachovcrcU  coim- 
sellcil  by  him,  75— induces  Marlbo- 
rough to  delay  his  resignation,  78 — his 
anxiety  for  peace  in  1710,  109— his 
jealouHy  toward  Marlborough,  133 — 
policy  recommended  by  him  on  the 
appointment  of  lord  Shrewsbury,  140 — 


remonstrates  against  Sunderland*8  dis* 
missa],  145— is  partly  won  over  by 
Harley,  152 — meajsures  of,  on  the 
death  of  queen  Anne,  263. 

Somerset,  the  duke  of,  I  865 — joins  Ha]> 
ley  and  the  Tories,  iL  142 — abandons 
them,  211 — becomes  master  of  the 
horse  on  the  accession  of  Geox^ge  L, 
265 — dismissed  from  office,  272 — his 
devotion  to  lady  Marlborough,  319. 

Somerset,  the  duchess  of,  iL  168 — dis- 
sensions between  her  and  lady  Mas- 
ham,  252. 

Soor,  victory  of  Frederick  the  Great  at, 
ii.  407. 

Sophia,  the  electress  of  Hanover,  iL  256 
—her  death,  258. 

Soubise,  the  prince  de,  made  prisoner  at 
Ramilies,  i  25 1  — defeated  by  Frederick 
the  Great  at  Rosbach,  iL  413. 

South  well,colonel,  at  Almanza,  L  306, 307. 

Spaar,  baron,  at  the  battle  of  Malpla- 
quet,  ii.  53— his  death  there,  54,  64. 

Spaar,  general,  at  the  attack  on  Antwerp, 
L  130, 131— wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Malplaquet,  il  64. 

Spain,  a  member  of  the  league  of  Augs- 
bui^,  L  36 — the  crown  of,  bequeathed 
to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  27,  38,  41  — 
treaties  between  Louis  XIV.,  William 
III.,  &c.,  for  the  dismemberment  of  it, 
39 — danger  to  Europe  from  its  possi's- 
Bion  by  France,  42 — entry  of  the  duke 
of  Anjou  into  it,  and  his  coronation, 
43— the  expulsion  of  the  Moors  from 
it,  and  effects  of  this,  60, 61 — its  forces 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  80 — 
the  archduke  Charles  proclaimed  king 
by  the  Allies,  143 — the  campaign  of 
1705  in  it,  232— and  that  of  1706.  271 
— state  of  affairs  in,  at  the  opening  of 
1707,  292— campaign  of  1707,  battle 
of  Almanza,  &c.,  305 — rapid  successes 
of  the  French  nacr  that  battle,  309— 
continued  disasters  of  the  Allies,  321. 
The  campaign  of  1708,  il  2— its 
surrender  offered  by  Louis  XIV. 
in  1709,  11— the  campaign  of  1709, 
102  et  aeq. — increasing  enthusiasm  for 
the  Bourbons,  103 — difficulties  regard- 
ing it  at  the  conferences  of  Gertruy- 
dcnburg,  110 — the  campaign  of  1710, 
172 — entrance  of  Charles  into  Madrid, 
173 — enthusiasm  and  great  efforts  of 
the  Spaniards  in  favour  of  Philip,  1 74 
— provisions  of  the  preUminaries  of 
Utrecht  regarding  it,  201 — and  of  the 
final  treaty,  226- danger  to  Great 
Britain  from  its  union  with  France, 
349 — Marlborough's  Wews    regarding 
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the  settlement  of  its  crown,  tb. — the 
Salic  law  established  as  the  law  of  suc- 
cession, 350 — effects  on  Great  Britain 
of  the  family  compact  between  her 
and  France,  351,  353 — former  hostility 
between  her  and  France,  353 — strict 
alliance  between  them  during  the  Re- 
volution, 354 — causes  which  make  her 
alliance  so  important  to  France,  356 — 
again  surrendered  by  Great  Britain  to 
France  in  1830,  357 — alleged  danger 
from  the  imion  of  her  possessions  to 
those  of  Austria,  364 — Bolingbroke's 
picture  of  her  ruined  state,  365 — con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  toward  her  in 
1834,  367  et  seq. — course  which  should 
then  have  been  followed,  371 — danger 
to  Great  Britain  hereafter  from  her 
alliance  with  France,  374. 

Spencer,  lord,  afterwards  lord  Sunder- 
land, marriage  of,  to  one  of  Marlbo- 
rough's daughters,  L  26.  i$e« Sunderland. 

Stahremberg,  count,  commands  in  Italy 
in  1703,  i  139— operations  under  him 
there  in  1705,  231 — operations  in 
Spain  during  1708,  ii.  3 — captures 
Balaguer,  104  —  forces  imder  him, 
1 7 1 0, 1 72 — his  retreat,  audits  disasters, 
176  et  «ey.— battle  of  Villa  Viciosa, 
179  —  continued  disasters  during  the 
retreat,  180. 

Standing  armies,  change  caused  in  the 
system  of  war  by,  ii  378. 

Stanhope,  general,  subjugation  of  Minor- 
ca by,  ii.  1 — forces  under  him  in  Spain, 
1710, 172— success  of,  at  the  Ebro,  173 
— on  the  state  of  affairs  in  Spain,  175 
— defeated  and  compelled  to  surren- 
der at  Brihuerga,  178— a  supporter 
of  the  Hanoverian  succession,  256 — 
becomes  secretary -at-war  on  the  acces- 
sion of  George  I.,  265. 

Stanislaus,  king  of  Poland,  i.  326,  ii.  88. 

Steckomberg,  general,  at  Malplaquet,  iL 
55. 

Stephens,  prosecution,  &c.,  of,  for  a  libel 
on  Marlborough,  i.  238. 

Stevenswart,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough, 
i  102. 

Stewart,  battalion  of,  at  Almanza,  i.  307. 

Stirling  threatened  by  the  rebels  in  1715, 
ii.  275. 

Stirum,  general,  defeat  of,  at  Hochstedt, 
i  139. 

StoUhoffen,  repulse  of  Villars  at,  L  138 
— forcing  of  the  lines  of,  314,  315. 

Strafford,  lord,  falsehood  of,  regarding 
the  negotiations  at  Utrecht,  ii.  225 — 
first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  under 
Bolingbroke,  261. 


Strelitzes,  the  overthrow  of  the,  by  Peter 
the  Great,  ii  97,  98. 

Stuarts,  intrigues  of  Mrs  Masham  on  be- 
half of  the,  ii  252— and  of  Boling- 
broke, 253 — measui'es  of  the  latter  for 
their  restoration,  261 — the  rebellion 
of  1715  in  favour  of  them,  269. 

Suabia,  a  member  of  the  league  of  Augs- 
burg, i  36. 

Succession,  the  British,  intrigues  and 
difficulties  regarding  it,  ii  252  et  seq. 
— its  final  settlement,  262  et  aeq. 

Succession,  the  Spanish  law  of,  broken 
through  by  the  Quadruple  Alliance  in 
1834,  ii.  367. 

Succession,  War  of  the,  circumstances 
which  led  to  it,  i  38  et  $eg. — analogy 
between  it  and  that  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, ii  84  et  seq.—  its  final  termina- 
tion, 29  6— moral  consequences  involv- 
ed in  it,  321— parallel  between  it  and 
that  of  the  Revolution  as  to  the  side 
taken  by  the  parties,  324— analogy  be- 
tween the  conduct  of  the  Tories  during 
it,  and  that  of  the  >Vhigs  during  that 
of  the  Revolution,  361 — coincidence 
in  the  crises  of  the  two,  362. 

Sunderland,  the  earl  of,  when  lord  Spen- 
cer, marries  Marlborough's  daughter 
Anne,  i.  26 — his  opposition  to  Marl- 
borough in  the  Peers,  118 — his  ap- 
pointment forced  on  the  queen,  341 
— cause  of  the  queen's  dislike  to  him, 
342 — and  of  Marlborough's  keenness 
for  his  appointment,  343 — after  along 
struggle  it  is  carried,  344  et  8fq. — the 
duchess  of  Marlborough  on  him,  ii  8 
— measures  advocated  by  him  against 
Mrs  Masham,  76 — policy  urged  by 
him  on  the  appointment  of  lord 
Shrewsbury,  140 — his  dismissal  re- 
solved on,  142 — and  accomplished, 
144— letter  from  him  to  Marlborough 
on  the  fall  of  the  ministry,  161 — be- 
comes lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  265 
— at  Marlborough's  funeral,  807 — de- 
scent of  Marlborough's  titles,  &c.,  to 
him,  310. 

Sunderland,  the  countess  of,  her  death 
and  character,  ii.  303 — her  prayer  for 
her  husband,  304  rwte. 

Surville,  the  marquis  de,  at  the  defence 
of  Lille,  i.  410 — defence  of  Toumay 
by  him,  ii.  32. 

Sweden,  detached  from  the  alliance  of 
France,  i.  29 — position,  &c.,  of,  under 
Charles  XII.,  295 — coalition  for  her 
dismemberment  after  Pultowa,  ii.  107 
— a  member  of  the  coalition  against 
Frederick  the  Great,  410. 
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Swift,  the  political  writings  of,  and  their 
influence,  ii  344. 

Taille,  M.  de  la,  I  384. 

Tallud,  marshal,  forces  under,  at  the 
opening  of  the  war,  i  92 — moyements 
assigned  to  him  in  the  campaign  of 
1703, 124 — successes  of,  on  the  Rbine, 
138 — forces  under,  at  the  opening  of 
the  campaign  of  1704,  145— junction 
of,  with  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  157 — 
his  forces  at  Blenheim,  159 — his  dis- 
positions there,  162 — battle  of  Blen- 
heim, 167  et  teq. — taken  prisoner,  177 
— errors  of  his  dispositions,  and  the  loss 
of  the  batUo  due  to  them,  182 — Marl- 
borough's courtesy  to  him,  188. 

Tallard,  M.,  son  of  the  above,  made  pri- 
soner at  Ramilies,  i  251. 

Tangiers,  services  of  Marlborough  at,  l 
4. 

Taxation,  aversion  to,  in  Great  Britain, 
i  367 — increase  of  it,  and  alarm  caused 
by  this,  il  130 — Bolingbroke  on  it,  131. 

Taxes,  Increase  of  the,  \mder  WUliam 
IIL  and  Anne,  i  333. 

Tele,  the  marquis  de,  wounded  at  Mai- 
plaquet,  ii  64. 

Tellier,  M.  le,  BossueVs  funeral  oration 
on,  i  35  note. 

Temple,  sir  flichard,  I  440 — at  the  siege 
of  Venloo,  101. 

Terracina,  reception  of  Marlborough  at, 
1713,  ii.  246. 

Thompson,  Mrs,  her  life  of  the  duchess 
of  Marlborough,  i.  371. 

Tilly,  count,  i  328— incursions  of,  into 
Artois,  409. 

Tiss^,  marshal,  forces  under,  for  defend- 
ing Toulon,  L  324,  325. 

Tittau,  general,  slam  at  Malplaquot,  il 
64. 

Tongres,  capture  of,  by  the  French,  L 
128. 

Torcy,  M.  do,  conducts  the  negotiations 
between  France  and  the  Allies  in  1709, 
il  12 — attempts  to  bribe  Marlborough, 
13 — remarkable  conversation  between 
them,  1 4 — 1 26 — conducts  the  secret  ne- 
gotiations for  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
201 — intrigues  between  him  and  Bar- 
ley, 260. 

Torgau,  victory  of  Frederick  the  Great 
at,  ii.  418. 

Tories,  tbe,  views  of,  on  the  war  at  its 
opening,  i.  85 — their  jealousy  of  Marl- 
borough, and  measures  to  thwart  him, 
199,  287— their  conduct  on  the  vic- 
tory of  Blenheim,  200 — attachment  of 
the  queen  to  them,  338 — their  strength 


in  the  cabinet  in  1707, 343— continued 
leaning  of  the  queen  toward  them, 
350 — policy  of  Marlborough  and  Go- 
dolphin  regarding  them,  357. 

They  secure  the  appointment  of 
lord  Shrewsbury,  il  135-137 — re- 
solve on  dismissing  lord  Sunderland, 
142 — and  accomplish  it,  144 — their 
measures  after  it,  147 — their  accession 
to  power,  159 — ^nugority  for  them  in 
the  new  parliament,  1 63-— they  attempt 
to  win  Marlborough  to  their  side,  164 
— their  reception  of  him  in  the  House, 
165 — secret  negotiations  by  them  for 
peace,  200 — atrocious  libels  with  which 
they  assail  Marlborough,  202 — their 
true  object  in  these,  204 — accuse  him 
of  embezzlement,  205 — their  defence 
with  regard  to  the  peace,  209 — ^nugor- 
ity  against  them  in  the  Peers,  and  for 
them  in  the  Commons,  210 — charges 
brought  by  them  against  Marlborough, 
212 — they  procure  his  dismissal,  213 
— their  efforts  to  inflame  the  queen 
against  him,  217 — continued  lib^  by 
them  against  him,  234 — renewed  per- 
secution against  him  in  pecuniary 
affairs,  235 — endeavour  to  Uirow  the 
completing  of  Blenheim  upon  him,  249 
— dissensions  among  them,  252 — their 
position  in  the  new  parliament,  254 — 
dismissal  of  Harley,  and  accession 
of  Bolingbroke,  260 — new  ministry 
from  them,  261 — &ilure  of  their  mea- 
sures by  the  death  of  the  queen,  262 
— their  conduct  on  Oxford's  trial,  302 
— their  opposition  to  the  War  of  the 
Succession,  and  support  of  that  of  the 
French  Revolution,  326  et  Mg.— their 
views  in  supporting  the  Revolution  of 
1688,  329 — their  writers  in  the  press, 
344 — their  views,  Ac,  regarding  the 
war,  345 —  injustice  of  their  attacks  on 
Marlborough,  347 — their  error  proved 
by  the  result,  849 — views  advocated 
by  them  regarding  the  Spanish  crown, 
350 — analogy  between  Uieir  conduct 
during  the  VVar  of  the  Succession,  and 
that  of  the  Wliigs  during  that  of  the 
Revolution,  361  —  causes  of  this  in 
their  identity  of  interests,  363 — ex- 
cuses alleged  for  their  conduct  with 
regard  to  the  War  of  the  Succession, 
364— course  they  should  have  followed 
at  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  367. 

Tortosa,  capture  of,  by  the  French,  ii.  3. 

Toulon,  plan  for  the  siege  of,  by  Eugene, 
I  317 — his  forces  for  it  323 — its  siege, 
324— raising  of  it,  325. 

Toumay,  investment  of,  begun  by  Marl- 
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borough,  il  29 — doscription  of  it,  ib. 
siege  and  capture  of  the  town,  31 — 
siege  of  the  citadel,  32 — subterraneous 
warfare  during  it,  33— its  capture,  36. 

Tower,  lord  Rivers  made  governor  of 
the,  ii  76. 

Townscnd,  lord,  associated  with  Marl- 
borough as  plenipotentiary  in  1709, 
ii  12-16 — communication  to  Holland 
by,  on  lord  Sunderland's  dismissal,  148 
— formation  of  a  ministry  committed 
by  George  I.  to  him,  265 — opposes  the 
trial  of  Oxford,  302. 

Traerbach,  capture  of,  by  the  Allies,  i. 
185. 

Treason,  death  not  the  fitting  punishment 
for,  ii.  288. 

Trftves,  capture  of,  by  Marlborough,  L 
185— abandoned,  210. 

Trowbridge,  Dr,  the  appointment  of,  L 
851. 

Tullibardine,  lord,  at  Malplaquet,  ii  53 
— his  death  there,  54,  64. 

Turenne,  marshal,  services  of  Marl- 
borough under,  i  5 — the  conquest 
of  Flmiders  by  him,  32 — promotion 
of  him  by  Louis  XIV.,  55 — the  new 
system  of  warfare  perfected  by  him, 
u.  379. 

Turin,  siege  of,  by  the  French,  i  266, 267 
— battle  of,  79,  268 — analogy  between 
it  and  Marengo,  270,  ii  85— small 
force  engaged  at  it,  i  309. 

Turkey,  hostilities  threatened  between, 
and  Austria,  i  81. 

Turks,  successes  of  Eugene  against  the, 
i  78,  ii  400  et  uq. — services  of  the 
margrave  of  Baden  against  them,  i. 
289. 

Tyrol,  the,  repulse  of  Venddme  in,  i  158. 

Ulm,  siege  and  capture  of,  by  the  Allies, 
i.  183,  184. 

Uniform,  introduction  of  the,  by  Louis 
XIV.,  i  55. 

Union,  the  Scottish,  Marlborough's  ef- 
forts on  behalf  of,  i.  288. 

United  Provinces,  the,  see  Holland. 

Utrecht,  the  treaty  of,  secret  negotiations 
between  France  and  England  for,  ii. 
200 — the  preliminaries  agreed  to,  201 
— continuation  of  the  negotiations, 
217 — denunciation  of  it  by  lord  Hali- 
fax, 223— and  by  Marlborough,  224  — 
misstatement  of  ministers  regarding 
the  negotiations,  225— its  conditions, 
as  finally  arranged,  226 — subsetiuont 
difficulties  as  to  the  ratifying  thcHc, 
229 — Holland  and  Savoy  also  conclude 
peace    at,    232 — consequences    which 
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have  followed  it,  349— course  the 
Tories  should  have  followed  with  re- 
gard to  it,  367 — the  violation  of  it  by 
Great  Britain  in  1834,  and  its  inex- 
cusablcness,  t6.— answer  to  the  argu- 
ments in  defence  of  that  violation,  396 
— England  can  no  longer  complain  of 
violations  of  it,  372. 

Valencia,  indifference  to  the  cause  of 
Charles  in,  i.  273— subjugation  of  it 
by  the  French,  309 — their  successes 
in  it,  1 708,  ii  3. 

Valenciennes  confirmed  to  France  by 
Utrecht,  ii  232. 

Vallidre,  a  spy  of  Harley's,  i  363. 

Valory,  M.,  at  the  siege  of  Douai,  ii.  117. 

Vanbrugh,  sir  J.,  architect  of  Blenheim 
palace,  i  1 89. 

Vauban,  patronage  of,  by  Louis  XIV.,  i 
65— construction,  &c.,  of  the  defences 
of  Lille  by,  410— defences,  &c.,  erected 
at  Toumay  by,  ii.  29,  30. 

Vauban,  Antoiue  de,  i  410. 

Vauban,  Puy  de,  ii  123,  125. 

Vaudmont,  prince,  i  21. 

Vegetius,  influence  of  the  reading  of,  on 
Marlborough,  i  2. 

Venddme,  the  duke  de,  commands  in 
Italy  in  1703,  i  13.')  — disarms  the 
Piedmontese  troops,  142— defeated  in 
attempting  to  penetrate  through  the 
Tyrol,  158— operations  againnt  Eugene 
in  Italy  in  1705,  231-dcfoatH  the 
Allies  at  Como,  239 — succeodH  Villeroi 
after  Ramilies,  and  forces  under  him, 
261 — his  movements  after  the  fall  of 
Meniu,  262 — his  position,  &c.,  to 
cover  Mons,  264— operations  in  Italy 
in  1706,  266 — forces  under  him  there, 
267 — and  in  Flanders  in  1 707,  and  his 
first  movements,  317 — declines  battle, 
and  retreats  before  Marlborough,  328 
— again  retires  to  Lille,  329— forces 
under  him  for  the  campaign  of  1708 
in  the  Netherlands,  377 — moves  to 
attack  Antwerj),  380  —threatens  Lou- 
vain  and  Brussels,  but  retreats  before 
Marlborough,  381 — his  plan  to  aid  ft 
rising  in  Ghent  and  Bnigcs,  382 — cap- 
tures these  towns,  383,  384  -  begins 
the  siege  of  Oudonardo,  385--  his  com* 
munications  interccptetl  by  Marl- 
borough, 387— moves  off,  followed  by 
the  Allies,  388— diMputes  b<»tw(M»n  him 
and  the  duko  of  Burgundy,  3.01 — his 
forces  at  Oudetiiinlo,  and  defeat  there, 
392  ei  Mrq.  joined  by  the  duke  of 
lierwick,  and  ponition  tjikon  up  by 
him,  403 — advantages  of  his  position 
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Venddmo,  duke  de,  c<mHnuecL 

for  prevcntiug  the  siege  of  Lille,  406 
— fails  to  attack  the  convoy  for  it,  407 
— makes  incursions  toward  Ostend, 
&C.,  408 — measures  to  interrupt  the 
siege,  412— his  junction  with  Berwick, 
and  advance  to  raise  the  siege,  417 — 
his  jealousy  with  regard  to  Berwick, 
and  dread  of  responsibihty,  419 — re- 
tires toward  Oudenarde,  4*J1 — position 
taken  up  by  him,  and  its  advantages, 
423 — new  device  for  interrupting  the 
siege,  435 — captures  Leffinghen,435 — 
diversion  by  him  against  Brussels,  436 
— continued  jealousies  between  him 
and  Berwick,  and  removal  of  the  latter 
from  under  him,  441 — foiled  in  at- 
tempting to  save  Ghent  and  Bruges, 
442 — advantages  gained  by  him  in  the 
commencement  of  this  campaign,  446. 
Appointed  to  command  in  Spain  in 
1710,  ii.  174 — operations  under  him 
there,  177 — measures  in  pursuit  of  the 
AlUes,  178 — defeats  Stanhope  at  Bri- 
huerga,  ib, — checked  at  Villa  Yiciosa, 
179. 

Yenloo,  siege  and  capture  of,  by  Marl- 
borough, i.  101. 

Ventadour,  madame  de,  ii  300. 

Verrue,  the  siege  of,  i.  230. 

Versailles,  the  palace  of,  I  59. 

Victor  iVmadeus,  see  Savoy,  duke  of. 

Victories,  decisive,  small  force  by  which 
won,  i.  309. 

Vienna,  Marlborough's  reception,  &c., 
at,  in  1705,  i.  233,  234— threatened  by 
the  Hungarians  in  1706,  274. 

Vigeuavaiain,  the,  demanded  by  Savoy, 
ii  102. 

Villa  Viciosa,  batUe  of,  ii.  179,  180. 

Villa  Verde,  the  marquis  of,  ii.  173. 

Villaroit,  defence  of  Barcelona  by,  11  295. 

Villars,  marshal,  operations  of,  in  Bavaria, 
1703,  i.  138— victory  of,  at  Hochstedt, 
139 — suppresses  the  insurrection  in 
tlie  Cevennes,  204 — retreats  before 
Marlborough  on  the  Moselle,  206 — 
successes  of,  in  the  opening  of  1706, 
240  —  operations  under  him  on  the 
Rhine,  273 — captures  Haguenau,  &c., 
274 — forces  the  lines  of  StoUhoflfen, 
and  ravages  the  Palatinate,  315 — on 
the  surrender  of  Ghent,  442. 

Successes  of  Daun  against  him  in 
1708,  ii.  4— receives  the  command  in 
the  Netherlands  in  1709,  and  forces 
under  him,  24— description  of  his 
position  and  lines,  27— measures  of 
Marlborough  to  deceive  him  and  pass 
these,  28 — new  lines  constructed  by 


him,  31 — his  position  again  broken 
through,  37 — his  lines  taken  and  made 
useless,  39— is  joined  by  Boufflers,  ib. 
—  concentrates  his  forces,  and  resolves 
to  give  battle,  40 — composition  and 
strength  of  his  army,  41,  44 — fortifies 
his  position  at  Malplaquet,  47 — enthu- 
siasm of  his  troops,  50 — battle  of  Mal- 
plaquet, 51  el  teq. — is  wounded,  57 — 
his  losses  there,  62 — marshal  Sajie  on 
his  conduct  there,  65 — arrangements 
made  by  him  with  regard  to  the 
wounded,  67 — ordered  to  relieve  Douai, 
1 1 7 — forces  under  him,  1 1 8^ — advances, 
119 — ^but  retires  without  fighting, 
120 — frustrates  Marlborough's  design 
on  Arras,  1 22— skill  with  which  be  takes 
up  a  new  position,  124 — great  lines 
constructed  by  him  in  1710,  their  posi- 
tion, strength,  &c.,  182  rt  *eq. — forces 
under  him,  1 84 — the  Pretender  present 
in  his  camp,  185, 186 — intends  to  give 
battle,  but  is  obliged  to  send  detach- 
ments to  Germany,  186 — ordered  to 
avoid  battle,  187 — various  movements 
and  skirmishes,  189,  190  —  Marl- 
borough's scheme  for  passing  his  lines, 
1 90 —  and  its  execution,  191  — narrowly 
escapes  being  taken,  192 — subsequent 
movements,  193 — retires  toward  Cam- 
bray,  threatens  to  pass  the  Scheldt, 
but  is  again  foiled  by  Marlborough,  ib. 
— measures  to  prevent  the  capture  of 
Bouchain,  196 — forces  under  him  in 
1712,  219— defeats  the  Allies  at  De- 
nain,  raises  the  siege  of  Landrcdes, 
and  recaptures  Douai,  231 — recaptures 
Quesnoy  and  Bouchain,  232. 

Villcna,  repulse  of  the  Allies  before,  I 
305. 

Villeroi,  marshal,  taken  prisoner  by 
Eugene,  i.  78 — movements  assigned  to 
him  in  the  campaign  of  1703,  124 — 
forces  under  him,  126— his  failure  to 
raibc  tlie  siege  of  Bonn,  127—  measures 
for  the  defence  of  Antwerp,  131 — re- 
treats before  Marlborough  into  his 
lines,  135,  147 — forces  under  him  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1 705, 
204 — his  first  movements,  207— his 
rapid  successes,  208— retires  before 
Marlborough  to  his  lines  on  the 
Mcuse,  210 — his  position  there,  212 — 
forcing  of  it  by  Marlborough,  218  et 
feq.  —  retreats  to  new  lines  on  the 
Dyle,  217 — attacked  by  Marlborough 
there,  219— and  his  position  turned, 
220  et  ftq. — the  Dutch  deputies  pre- 
vent his  being  attacked,  223  —  his 
forces  at  the  opening  of  1706,  240 — 
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advances  to  meet  Marlborough,  241 — 
his  position  at  Ramilies,  242 — and 
forces,  t6.  noU — battle  of  Ramilies, 
244 — Louis  XIV.'s  reception  of  him 
after  it,  253 — his  retreat,  255 — is  re- 
placed by  Venddme,  261. 

Villingen,  repulse  of  Tallard  at,  i.  157. 

Voisin,  M.,  ii.  11. 

Voltaire,  false  representation  of,  regai'd- 
ing  Marlborough's  fall,  ii  238,  339 — 
intimacy  of  Frederick  the  Great  with, 
404,  409. 

Vreyberg,  M.,  ii  149. 

Wade,  colonel,  at  Almanza,  i.  306,  307. 

Walcourt,  battle  of,  Marlborough  at,  i. 
20. 

Waldeck,  prince,  i.  20. 

Walpole,  Horace,  character  of  Boling- 
broke  by,  ii  342. 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  succeeds  St  John 
in  1708,  i.  366 — remonstrates  against 
the  promotion  of  colonel  Hill,  ii.  141 
— becomes  home  secretary  on  the  ac- 
cession of  George  I.,  265  —  and  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  272 — measures 
of,  after  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion in  1715,  286— opposes  Oxford's 
trial,  302. 

War,  change  in  the  system  of,  in  the 
time  of  Marlborough,  ii  376  —  the 
feudal  system,  377— change  caused  by 
the  introduction  of  standing  armies, 
378 — the  new  system  peifected  by 
Turenne,  379. 

War  of  the  Succession,  see  Succession. 

Waskerback,  general,  woimded  at  Mal- 
plaquet,  ii.  64. 

Waterloo,  skirmish  at,  i.  221 — analogy 
between  the  battle  of,  and  that  of 
Oudenarde,  ii.  85. 

Webb,  general,  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
L  179 — victory  of,  at  Wynendale,  431 
— woimded  at  Malplaquet,  ii.  64. 

Wellington,  the  duke  of,  parallel  between 
his  situation  in  his  early  campaigns  and 
that  of  Marlborough,  i  236,  ii.  385— 
comparison  between  him  and  Marl- 
borough, 424 — differences  in  their  situ- 
ations, 426 — superiority  of  force  with 
which  he  had  to  contend,  427 — pecu- 
liar characteristics  of  his  troops,  ib. — 
his  characteristics  as  compared  with 
Marlborough's,  428 — his  poHcy  the 
more  daring,  but  more  hazardous,  429 
— Marlborough  made  more  use  of 
cavalry  than  he,  430  —  and  was  the 
more  successful  in  sieges,  432 — causes 
of  the  latter  difference,  ib. 

Wertmuller,  colonel,  at  Ramilies,  i  245. 


Westminster  Abbey,  interment  of  Marl- 
borough at,  ii.  308. 

WTiarton,  lord,  made  earl,  i.  349 — his 
jealousy  toward  Marlborough,  ii.  133 — 
partly  won  over  by  Harley,  1 52 — resigns, 
160 — becomes  keeper  of  the  privy  seal 
on  the  accessiou  of  George  L,  265. 

Whigs,  their  growing  jealousy  of  Marl- 
borough and  Godolphin,  i.  287,  352 — 
attachment  of  the  Marlboroughs  to 
the,  338— force  the  appointment  of 
lord  Sunderland  on  the  queen,  341 — 
causes  of  their  anxiety  for  it,  343 — 
they  at  last  prevail,  345  et  geq. — as- 
saults on  Marlborough  by  them,  347 — 
promotions  among  them,  349 — check 
sustained  by  them,  350 — their  triumph 
by  the  dismissal  of  Harley  and  St  John, 
365 — its  results  to  themselves,  366 — 
their  grasping  disposition  the  real 
cause  of  their  fall,  373 — and  the  origin 
of  this,  374. 

Their  policy  in  elevating  their  own 
adherents,  ii.  69 — their  jealousy  to- 
ward Marlborough,  133 — desertion  of 
lord  Shrewsbury  from  them,  138 — 
conduct  of  their  leaders,  ib.  et  seq.—  dis- 
missal of  lord  Sunderland,  and  grow- 
ing disunion  among  them,  144 — their 
conduct  on  Sunderland's  dismissal, 
145,  147  —  measures  of  Harley  to 
divide  them,  151— their  consternation 
on  the  dismissal  of  Godolphin,  168 — 
fall  of  their  ministry,  160— in  a  mino- 
rity in  the  new  parliament,  163  — 
causes  of  their  fall,  1 68 — in  a  majority 
in  the  Pcera,  and  a  minority  in  the 
Commons,  on  the  subject  of  the  peace, 
210 — partial  return  of  the  queen  to- 
ward them,  211 — their  grasping  con- 
duct caused  their  fall,  239  —  causes 
which  produced  this  disposition,  241 
— their  position  in  the  new  parliament, 
255 — their  measures  for  securing  the 
Hanoverian  succession,  262— and  their 
success,  263 — ministry  from  them  on 
the  accession  of  George  I.,  265— their 
measures  against  the  rebellion  of  1716, 
272  —  their  conduct  with  regard  to 
Harley's  trial,  302— their  support  of 
the  War  of  the  Succession,  and  opposi- 
tion to  that  of  the  Revolution,  326  et 
ieq. — their  views  with  regard  to  the 
Revolution  of  1688,  329— and  regard- 
ing the  settlement  of  the  Spanish 
crown,  349  —  analogy  between  their 
conduct  during  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  that  of  the  Tories  during 
that  of  the  Succession,  361 — causes  of 
this,  363. 
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Wick,  general,  slain  at  Malplaquet,  ii.  64. 

Widdin,  the  capture  of,  by  the  prince  of 
Baden,  i.  289. 

Widdrington,  lord,  taken  at  Preston,  ii 
277 — condemned,  but  respited,  286. 

Wightman,  general,  ii.  272,  280. 

William  III.  while  prince  of  Orange, 
mission  of  Marlborough  to,  i.  10 — 
first  correspondence  of  Marlborough 
with,  13 — is  joined  by  Marlborough, 
16 — his  arrival  at  London,  IB-^set- 
tlement  of  the  crown  on  him,  19 — 
first  services  of  Marlborough  under 
him  abroad,  20  —  disgrace  and  im- 
prisonment of  Marlborough  by  him, 
22  —  releases  ohd  restores  him  to 
fiftvour,  24  et  seq. — death  of  his  queen, 
26 — honours,  &c.  conferred  on  Marl- 
borough by  him,  27 — appoints  him  to 
the  chief  command  in  the  Nether- 
lands, 28 — his  death,  ib. — efforts  of 
Louis  XIV.  against  him  while  prince 
of  Orange,  37 — a  party  to  treaties  for 
the  dismemberment  of  Spain,  39,  40 — 
measures  of,  against  Louis  XIV.  and 
the  Stuarts,  44 — his  dying  instructions 
as  to  the  war,  45 — contrast  between 
him  and  Louis  XIV.,  64— his  heroic  de- 
termination against  France,  65 — adap- 
tation of  his  character  to  his  destiny, 
67 — his  poUcy  in  war,  f6.— his  private 
character  and  failings,  69— introduc- 
tion of  the  Funding  system  by  him, 
332,  iL  331  — total  increase  of  the 
national  debt  under  him,  130,  332 — 
system  of  corruption   introduced  by 


him,  83S— his  opinion  of  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  136. 

Willis,  general,  at  Preston,  ii.  272,  276. 

Wintoun,  lord,  taken  prisoner  at  Preston, 
ii.  277 — condemned,  but  escapes,  286. 

Witham,  general,  ii.  275 — at  Sheriffmuir, 
279,  280. 

Withers,  general,  at  Malplaquet,  ii.  48, 
49,  52,  57. 

Women,  liability  of,  to  change,  i.  334. 

Wood,  general,  at  Ramilies,  i.  250. 

Woodstock,  the  manor  of,  conferred  on 
Marlborough,  i.  189. 

Wtirtcmberg,  the  duke  of,  joins  Eugene, 
i.  158 — at  Blenheim,  173 — at  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Dyle,  2 1 9 — at  Ramilies,  244, 
245, 247 — measures  of,  for  covering  the 
great  convoy  for  Lille,  413 — at  the  pas- 
sage of  the  lines  of  the  Scarpe,  ii.  115. 

Wyndham,  colonel,  at  Ramilies,  i.  250. 

Wyndham,  sir  William,  ii.  262 — a  leader 
of  the  English  Jacobites,  272. 

Wynendale,  battle  o^  i.  431  et  seq. 

York,  the  duke  of,  see  James  II. 
Toung,  R.  A.,  foi^geries  on  Marlborough, 

&c.,  by,  i.  24  fwte. 
Ypres,  capture  of  the  French  lines  at, 

i.  403. 

Zell,  the  duke  of,  L  86,  97. 

Zenta,  Eugene's  victoiy  at,  i.  78. 

Zinzcudorf,  count,  i.  326 — demands  by 
him  on  the  part  of  Austria  at  the  con- 
ferences of  Gertruydenberg,  ii.  109,1 10. 

Zomdorf,  the  battle  of,  il  415. 


THE   END. 
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VoU.  I.  and  II.  arc  pabUslMd«  eontalntng  >-> 

I. — MAROARRT  TOPOR,  qUKBN  09  JAM8S  IV.  MAODALBNB  07  FRANCB,  VIRBT  qUBBN  09  JAMES  T. 
MARY  OP  I^RRAI.'VB,  »BCONO  QUBBN  OP  JAMB.-f  V. 

ri.— CONCLUSION  OP  LITH  OP  MARY  OP  LORRAINE  ;  AND  LIPB  OP  MAROARBT  OOUOLAB,  COUNTBS8 
OP    LBNNOX. 

VOL.  III.  WILL  CONTAIN  THB  FIRST  PART  OP  THB  LIPB  OP  MARY,  qUBBN  OP  SCOTS. 

OPINIONS    OF    THE    PRESS. 

**  Miss  Strickland  has,  wo  think,  Icnmed  from  Sir  Wiilter  Scott  tho  cltarm  by  which  he  elevated 
romance  to  the  dimity  of  hbrory  ;  but  she  haa  reversed  the  process— she  has  given  to  histonr  the 

interest  of  romance In  tho  volume  before  U9,  Miss  Strickland  has  not  only  been  fortunate  in  tin 

selection  of  lier  subject,  but  kIio  has  sustained  to  the  full  tlie  hiuh  reputation  for  research  which  her 
previous  writings  have  acquired.  Her  choice  has  indeed  been  evidently  directed  to  that  period  when 
Scottish  history  assumes  the  highest  interest,  and  connects  itielf  most  closely  with  the  sympathies  of  tliv 

present  day Evt^ry  one  must  be  curious  to  peruse  Miis  Strickland's  life  of  Mary  Stuart." — 

EiujlUh  Review. 

**  Miss  Strickland's  talents  as  a  writer,  and  turn  of  mind  as  an  individual,  in  a  peculiar  manner  fit 
her  for  painting  a  hbtoricalg:illery  of  the  n)0«t  illu^itrious  or  dignified  female  characters  in  that  land  of 
chivalry  and  of  song.  ....  In  her  delineation  of  individual  charattcr,  Miss  Strickland  evidently  takes 
the  greatest  pains  to  be  impartial ;  and  themidtitude  of  new  documents  and  facts  wliich  she  has  brought 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  in  reg.ird  to  her  heroines,  is  u  sufficient  proof  that  tills  most  laudBole 
principle  is  a  ruling  one  in  Iter  mind." — Blackwood's  Magazine. 

"  The  subject  itself  is  so  *  redolent'  of  interesting  matter,  that  it  must  at  once  succeed  to  all  the 
attractions  of  Its  precursor.  .  .  .  The  whole  {lOMesse?  the  interest  of  history,  romance,  and  huiLan 
life  combined ;  and  the  curiosity  of  readers  will  lind  plenty  uf  gratification  in  the  easy  and  pleasant  nar- 
rative."—literary  GazfUe. 

**  In  every  chapter  of  the  present  volume  she  has  prepared  tho  way  most  brilliantly  and  effectively  fbr 
what  will  be  the  principal  feature  in  this  series  of  regal  biogni|>hies — the  memorial  of  Mary,  the  rival  of 
JBliialieth.  As  a  fascinating  effusion  of  eloquence  and  erudition,  we  welcome  the  volume  before  us  cor- 
dially — but  more  cordially  still  as  the  commencement  of  a  work  calculated  largely  to  enrich  our  historio 
lltetature."— TA*  Bun. 

**  Tlie  first  remark  tluit  occurs  to  us  Is  the  aMiduity  and  resoarch  of  the  authoress,  as  evinced  In  her 
eopious  quotations,  numerous  notes  and  references,  and  also  to  hvr  peculiar  advantage  In  having  had 
aeeeas  to  the  fomily  papers  and  repositories  of  many  of  the  historical  uinillies  of  Scotland— «ii  advantaft 
of  walch  ibe  has  luade  ofllcient  \u».**'-Olatgow  Citixen. 


BookB  PaUiihed  lij  ^Biam  BUuskwood  and  Bona. 


fihrnrtj  Chitian. 

ALISON'S     HISTOBT    OF    EUROPE. 

I. 

A  LIBRARY  EDITION,  handsomely  printed  on  super- 

fine  paper,  in  Demy  Octavo,  to  range  with  the  Standard  Editions  of  the  English 
Historians,  in  1 4  vols. ;  including  a  Copious  Index^  and  embellished  with  i^OBTR▲^a. 
Price  £10,  lOs. 


A    United   mmmhtr  ar«  priafcd     om    «Mck   papw.    im    moyal    Octaro,  wICk 
laipraMlOMa   or  tiM   PoHralla,   prie*    CSl. 

**  It  would  have  been  more  Uian  human  if  such  an  extensive  work  had  been  Immaculate — if  no  sHp  of 
the  memoiy  or  pen  Imd  occurred  during  its  compodtiun ;  but  every  successive  edition  has  been  weeding 
them  out ;  and  this  present  edition  may  cltallenge  tlie  closest  scrutiny  to  detect  even  a  trivial  error.  It 
la  after  the  ctoMst  ecnitlny  and  pains-taldng  comparbon  with  earlier  editiona  tliat  we  thus  spenk  hi  te 
fitvour.  New  autliorities,  such  as  tlie  *  Memoirs  of  Cliateaubriaiid,'  *  Lamartine's  Girondins,*  tbe  eoa- 
duding  volumes  of  *  Tliiers'  UiHtory/  have  been  consulted ;  fresli  maps  have  been  added  tn  tlie  magni- 
ficent Atlas  wliich  illustrates  the  worlc,  and  a  gallery  of  beautiful  and  autiientie  portraits  adonta  its 
pages  ;  many  of  tlie  battle  scenes  have  been  retouched,  and  additional  light  thrown  on  tliat  niott  |iuxi» 
ling  of  great  engagements — the  Iwttle  of  Waterloo.  Tiie  Index  continue*  in  its  furmer  state  of  pcrlee- 
tion  ;  and  a  noble  chapter  of  Concluding  lietlections  has  been  added,  wliicli  closes  tbe  history  wiih  pro- 
found  and  original  obsorvatiotis  on  the  grand  featiu^  of  national  politics,  and  the  general  progress  of 
mankind.** — Dubiin  Univertitp  Magazine. 

**  With  respect  to  tlie  particular  edition,  the  Issae  of  wliich  has  suggested  these  paafng  remarks.  H  b 
•ufRcient  to  say  that,  in  point  of  typography  and  Ulustraiion,  no  work  of  this  age,  fertile  as  it  is  in  the 
artistic  luxuries  of  publication,  cau  claim  superiority  over  it,  and  but  few  a^ilre  to  an  equal  place.**— 
Time*. 

II. 

THE  SEVENTH  EDITION,  in  20  Vols.  Crown  8vo, 

with  a  Copioas  Index,  handsomely  bound  in  cloth,  price  £6, 


ATLAS     TO      ALISON'S      EUBOPE. 

Comprising  109  Mops  and  Plans  of  Countries,  Sieges,  and  Battles,  iUuatratiTa  of 
Alison's  Histort  of  Europe,  and  of  other  Contemporary  Uistorlet ;  oonstructed 
and  engraved,  under  the  superin  ten  dance  of  Mr  Alison,  by 

ALEXANDEE    SEITH    JOHHSTOK,   F.E.S.E.   P.R.0.8.   F-OJ. 

OBOnilAPnKR  AT  KOTNBfmOH  TO  HBR  MAJKtTV. 
AtJTHOR  or  TUB  **  PHYSICAL  ATLAS"  AND  THB  **  NATIONAL  ATLAS.** 


In  Crown  Quarto,  uniform  with  the  Srvbhth  Edition  of  the  nistorr.  bound  in  doth.  £t  IS  C 
In  Dbmy  Quarto,  tn  range  with  the  Library  Edition  and  Early  Editions  in  Ilemy 

Octavo,  bound  in  cloth,          .           .                                   .           .           .           .  3    3  0 

In  RoYAi*  Quarto,  to  accompany  the  RovAL  Octavo  Library  Ei>iTioN,       •          .  4    4  f 


A  knowledge  of  the  ToposTapliioal  peculiarities  of  a  country  which  Is  the  seat  of  war,  is  fSMind  to  be 
of  the  utmost  importance  tu  n  prop<  r  understanding  of  Military  History.  For  this  pttrpo«e,  apccial  Mapa 
are  indispensable,  as  such  information  will  be  sought  for  in  vain  in  those  of  general  Geograpuy. 

Tills  Atlas,  intended  to  illustrate  the  most  important  period  of  modern  history,  cunsista  of  a : 
of  Plans  of  Sibgbs  and  Battlbs,  pointing  out  every  circumstance  of  locality  affecting  the  opera) 

of  a  < 


detailed,  and  I^Iahs  of  extensive  ponions  of  country,  exhibiting  at  one  view  the  whole  rmn/te 
paign,  with  the  relative  positions  and  political  boundaries  of  Einplres  and  States.  In  its  constmctioii, 
the  VHliiable  materials  employed  in  the  cumpoftitlon  of  the  History  have  been  made  use  of.  and,  throogb 
the  kindness  of  tl  e  late  Umented  Lieutcnant-Oeneral  l^ir  John  Macdonald,  access  was  freely  obtained 
to  the  Surveys  and  Plans  deposited  in  the  Quarter- Master •General*s  de|iartment  of  the  Horse  OoardsL 
For  the  ninnner  of  it^  execution,  the  Author  has  much  ple-iinure  in  referring  to  the  following  extraeCof  « 
letter  from  Mr  Alison  : — **  It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  tliat  tlie  Atlas  to  Ulustrmte  my 
History  has  been  completed  in  so  masterly  a  sryle.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  tliat  your  3lapa  and 
Military  Iliui.i  are  not  only  greatly  superior  to  anytliing  of  tlie  kind  tliat  have  been  publtslied  in  Ureal 
Britain,  Uit  more  perfect  than  sny  on  a  similar  scale  tlint  have  yet  ap^ieared  on  tbe  Continent  I  liae« 
repeatedly  heard  this  opinion  expressed  by  the  very  highest  luilVary  authurit  es,  on  whose  JudlPBeBt  I 
oan  place  more  rt-lianco  than  on  my  own  in  Hich  matters.  1  cannot  conclude  without  coofrfttulattaf 
you  on  the  successful  termhiation  of  your  arduous  labours,  and  myself  on  the  acquisition  to  my  hlaloii* 
eel  namtive  of  so  very  vahiable  a  work,  without  the  study  of  which  the  mlUtaiy  opscatloiMi  easMt  ka 
ptrofMiy  uadcntood.** 


BoAb  PaUiilied  Iqr  WilliAin  BUckwood  and  Bona. 


ALISON'S      EUBOFE. 


OPINIONS     OF     THE     PRESS. 

Edinburgh  Seriew. 

**A  valuablo  addlUon  to  European  literature:  ft  Is  evidently  compiled  with  the  nlmoet  care, 
■nd  Its  narnitian,  to  fkr  a*  we  can  Judge,  Is  not  perverted  by  the  sUghtert  partialily." 

Korth  Ameriean  Beview. 

"  After  a  fun  examlnatioQ,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say»  tliat  this  is  the  most  complete  and  honest 
hlstorr  of  tlM  French  Revolution  which  lias  yet  appeared,  eitlier  in  Enghuid  or  France.  Cerudnly,  no 
wnrk  by  a  llriti»h  pen  drserves  to  be  compai«d  witli  It ;  and  we  think  every  reader  will  accord  It  tlie 
preference,  in  point  of  fulness  and  hiipartiality,  ov«r  tlie  early  narratives  of  ttie  French  Royalists, 
llertrand  de  Molleville,  Lacretelie,  and  others,  and  the  more  recent  and  popular  works  of  Mignet  and 
Thiers.** 

Blackwood's  Magarine. 

"  We  ooogratulate  the  country  on  tlie  possession  of  one  of  the  noblest  ofEsrlngt  which  our  age  haa 
bid  upon  tlic  altur  of  historic  hteruture." 

Dublin  University  Uagadne. 

"  Tho  interests  at  issue  in  the  narrative  of  Alison  come  home  to  every  heart ;  they  are  peculiariy 
those  of  present  times— our  fatlicrs  or  ourselves  took  part  in  tlie  contest  he  describes.  ]>anocrac7i 
Sceptidnn,  Madiinery — thew  are  tlie  prominent  characteristks  of  tlie  present  age ;  and  lie  shows  us 
tlie  em  In  which  tli«r  all  began.  His  work  forms  a  magnificent  portal  to  tlio  ^«sent ;  It  contains  a 
key  to  the  strange  characters  which  the  passions  of  men  are  now  writing  upun  the  earth — those 
hieroglyphics  of  which  the  writers  tliemselves  know  not  the  meaning.** 

Times. 

"  An  extraordinary  work,  which  has  earned  for  itself  a  lasting  place  in  the  literatiore  of  the  country, 
and  witliin  a  few  yearH  found  innumprable  renders  in  every  part  of  the  globe.  There  is  no  tK)Ok  extant 
tliat  treats  so  well  of  the  perii)d  to  the  illiuitrution  of  whicli  Mr  Alison's  hiboon  have  been  devoted.  It 
exhibits  grvat  knowlci:ge.  |iati«ut  resfnrch,  indefatigable  industry,  and  v;i8t  power.  Few  men  living 
eouM  have  done  greater  Justice  to  the  bubject,  how  much  soever  writers  hereafter,  profltini;  by  Mr 
AUbon's  toil,  nmy  improve  upon  liis  plan.  The  IlWorp  a/  Europe  from  Ike  c^tmmencement  qf  Uu 
French  Htvoluticft  to  the  H*itiU  if  Wotcrtoo  is  a  valuable  and  indispensable  additton  to  tlie  histories  of 
the  World  with  which  mankind  iias  been  favoured  ;  and  the  avidity  with  which  every  rapidly  succeeding 
edition  is  bouglit  up,  tcstititrs  not  only  to  its  Intrinsic  vrurth,  but,  as  we  lutve  already  said,  to  the  Intel- 
Icciual  character  ot  the  great  mass  of  the  British  people." 

Standard. 

'*  Tn  common  with  all,  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  Its  learned,  acute,  and  eloquent  author  for  this 
monument  of  llritisli  vt-iKdoin,  Itritisli  honour,  and  Britlsli  prowess ;  but,  as  Journalists,  we  are  especi- 
ally I  ound  tn  acknowledge  that  often  Mr  Alison  has  furnlHicd  u*  with  facts  and  arguments,  and  tlia 
expositliin  of  grtat  principles,  b^  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  combat  the  fHlsehouds  and  snpltlstries 
of  the  ignorant  or  malicious  enemies  of  that  system  by  which  Great  liritahi  obtained  strength  to  restora 
peace  and  liberty  to  the  worlii,  and  to  become,  in  the  most  glorious  sense,  tlie  queen  and  bentfiictren 
of  nations.  History  hai  bten  described  as  *philosopliy  teaching  by  example.'  and  never  did  aiur 
hbtorical  work  fultU  the  conditions  of  this  description  better  than  the  work  before  us.  ...  .  Tim 
task  Mr  Alison  luu  nccomphalied  in  a  work— wimple,  graceful,  and  forcible  in  its  style,  eminently  dear 
In  its  arrangement,  but,  above  all,  cliaracterlsed  by  a  most  dmste  impartiality,  and  by  the  wiqueation- 
able  good  fidtli  which  is  evtr  sure  to  win  the  contidenoe  and  secure  tlit  atteutkm  of  an  honest  and 
lotelUgent  reader." 

Prom  the  Prefiice  of  the  German  Translation  of  D.  Lndwig  M^Ter. 

*'  Alhon's  IIij«tor>*  of  Europe  and  the  States  connected  with  It,  Is  one  of  the  most  important  worka 
Which  literature  has'  produced.  Yearn  have  elapeed  since  any  historical  work  lias  created  such  an  epoch 
as  that  of  Alison  ;  his  sourL-cs  of  information  and  antliorities  are  of  the  richest  and  most  cowprehensira 
description.  Thougli  hb  opinions  are  on  the  Conservative  side,  he  allowa  every  party  to  speak  for  itself, 
and  unfolds  with  a  mastei  's  luind  how  few  institutions  make  nations  great,  and  miglity,  and  prosperfuis. 
In  eomnion  with  the  whde  eiviltaed  world,  he  does  homage  to  the  Messed  Scriptures  and  an  enliglitened 
religion.  Sudi  a  wurk  and  such  a  man  bekmg  to  no  party  or  eountry ;  tliey  are  the  patrimony  of  all 
tba  frieoda  of  mankind  Ui  every  part  of  tlie  worid,  for  they  contoid  only  for  tlM  rtaireit  intereiH  of  tbt 
human  laoe." 


BookB  Pnbliahed  by  'WHUam  BLaekwood  and  80BI. 


Essays ;  Political,  Historical,  and  Miscel- 

LANEOUS.  By  Archibald  Alison,  LL.D.,  Author  of  the  "  History  of 
Europe/*  &o.  In  Three  Volumes,  Demy  Octavo,  unifonn  with  the 
Library  Edition  of  Alison's  "Europe." 

'*  Besides  tlieir  prescient  sagacity,  what  Is  well  worthy  of  remarlc  in  Mr  Alison's  Political  Bsnyi.  b  thdr 
eminently  practiod  nature.  Not  a  plan  whicli  he  proposes,  not  a  remedy  which  be  soggesCa,  bat  leaves 
the  stamp  of  efficacy  and  simplicity.  W^l  versed  in  the  affidrs  of  men,  and  in  the  functioiis  of  dvil  admt- 
niatration,  no  crude  theory  or  speculative  plan  escapes  him ;  and  lie  makes  his  riews  as  intelligible  to 

others  as  they  are  manifest  to  himself. His  Essays  are  a  splendid  supplement  to  Us 

History,  and  the  two  combined  exhibit  his  intellect  in  all  iU  breadth  and  beauty."— 2>MtoM  UnimenHf 
Maffaxine. 

**  They  cannot  fail  to  enhance  his4Uready  brilliant  reputation,  and  to  stamp  him  as  one  of  the  most 
learned,  able,  and  accomplished  writers  of  the  age.  ....  His  <tepth  and  originality  of  tboagiit,  hie 
extensive  scholar^ip,  his  almost  universal  grasp  of  mind,  his  profound  sagacity,  and  his  complete  mas- 
tery of  the  English  lani^age,  are  all  as  faithfully  evinced  in  these  Bnays  as  they  are  in  the  mors  bulky 
and  elaborate  works  which  have  proceeded  from  his  pen,  and  rendered  bis  name  Ulastrioaa.** — Okufom 
ConstUutionai. 

"  To  his  Political  Essays,  however.  It  Is  impossible  to  deny  the  general  praise  of  a  rare  and  peestleut 
aagadty;    ...    In  these  volumes  tlie  reader  is  instructed  in  the  tendendes  of  tlie  pceeent^ 
by  the  most  accurate,  sound,  and  approved  historian  of  that  Immediate  preoading.** — The 


The  Military  Life  of  John    Duke    of 

MARLBOROUGH.    By  Archibald  Alison,  LXJ).    in  8to,  with 

Maps  and  Plans  of  Battles.    A  New  Edition  in  the  Press. 

"  Mr  Alison  has  here  a  congenial  subject,  and  he  has  written  as  one  delighting  in  his  ink.    The 
general  reader  need  not  look  elsewliere  for  a  popular  history  of  Mariborougii's  cam| 


The  reader  who  desires  a  continuous  narrative  of  the  great  military  exploits  ofTfariboftmi^  and 
Eugene— one  with  all  the  interest  of  a  romance,  and  all  the  authenticity  of  a  series  of  State  papers  0— 
which  may  be  read  without  pause,  and  consulted  again  and  again  with  renewed  advantagv — ^woidd  do 
well  to  place  this  volume  on  his  shelves."— ^tfcw. 


The  Principles  of  Population,  and  their 

CONNECTION    WITH    HUMAN    HAPPINESa      By   Archibald 
Alison,  LL.D.  Two  Vols.  8to,  price  308. 

"  In  Mr  Alison's  most  able  and  well-timed  woric  on  population,  the  whole  subject  is  handled  with 

distliiKulshed  ability.'*— 3/or;u'nj7  Herald. 

*'  This  woric  contains  the  nettled  views  of  one  whose  Indefatigablo  research,  patient  inveetigatton, 
comprehensive  views,  original  pow>.rM  of  thought,  and  eletptnce  of  exprvssion,  marlc  him  as  one  of  the 
most  eminent  men  of  uur  day." — BriUinnia. 

**  Those  who  peruse  his  volumes  will  have  their  minds  expanded  by  various  and  enlarged  speculation, 
and  instructed  by  the  new  light  in  whidi  exbting  information  is  ^VauooA."— Spectator, 


Epitome  of  Alison's  History  of  Europe. 

For  the  use  of  Schools   and  Young   Persons.    Fourth  Edition,   Poet 
Octavo,  price  Ts.  6d. 

*'  Tlib  b  a  loasferiy  epitome  of  the  noblest  contributinn  which  has  been  nude  to  the  historic  Uteratttra 
of  the  present  day.  The  enitomist  has  been  worthy  of  the  liutory ;  and  tlie  result  is,  the  productioa  of 
a  hook  which  Is  undoubtedly  the  very  bmt  and  safest  book  on  the  subject— for  the  use  of  schoote  or  vouiw 
persons— wliich  has  been  published."— //mW  Packet  ^'"-^ 

*•  llie  •  Epitome  of  Alison's  History  of  Eun>i»e'  is  a  capital  pk»oe  of  work,  which,  though  prinnKlf 
desitnicd  for  hcIiouIs  and  younj;  pcrxons,  will  be  found  very  useful  to  all  aa  a  eimp-dCmH  uf  the  UisloiT  of 
I:Airupe  during  one  of  its  most  imptirtant  perio<l<L"— S;ifWafor. 

•*  Ttie  condenvtlon  lia^becn  efrect«Kl  with  skill  and  Ju<linnent,  and  no  imporUnt  historicttl  Ihel  has 
been  oniltt»l ;  to  tlwt  the  rcucler  who  has  neither  means  nor  kisure  to  make  himself  ac«niaintad  with 
the  larger  edition,  will  obtain  in  this  i:nitome  a  very  cl«»ar  and  complete  vtewof  tho«  fanportant 
of  tlie  era  comprised  in  the  hblory.  Wc  recommend  this  book,  e«eoialiy  to  paivnts  and  1 
most  admirable  school-book."- IHiMin  Evening  Mail 


Booki  PabHAed  by  Wmian  Blackwood  and  Sons. 


The  Baronial  and  Ecclesiastical  Antiqui- 

TIES  OF  SCOTLAND.  lUuatrated  by  Robert  William  HUingB 
and  William  Bum,  Architects.  Publishing  in  Monthly  Parts.  Each 
containing  Four  large  Engravings  on  Steel,  by  J.  H.  Le  Keux,  and  other 
Artists;  and  one  or  more  Woodcuts,  with  Descriptive  Letterpress. 
Price,  in  Medium  Quarto,  2s.  6d.  each. 

The  Work  will  be  completed  in  Sixty  Parts,  of  which  forty-five  are 
published,  forming  Three  Volumes,  each  containing  Sixty  large  Engrav- 
ings on  Steel,  with  Letterpress  Descriptions,  and  numeroxis  Vignette 
Engravings  on  Wood,  price — 

In  Medium  Quarto,  doth,  £2.    Imperial  Quarto,  £3  4f.    India  Prooft,  £4  14a. 

Memoirs  and  Adventures  of  Sir  John 

HEPBURN,  Knight,  Colonel  of  the  Scots  Brigade  in  Sweden,  Governor 
of  Munich,  and  Marshal  of  France  under  Louis  XIII.  By  Jaxil68 
Ghrant,  Author  of  "  Memoirs  of  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,**  &o.  In  One 
Vol.  post  8vo. 


Memorials  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh. 

By  James  Grant,  Author  of  "  Memoira  of  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,"  &c  &o. 
With  Twelve  Illustrations,  Engraved  on  Wood  by  Branston.  In  crown 
8vo,  price  7s.  6d. 

**  Of  the  different  t>ooks  of  this  nature  that  have  fallen  in  onr  way,  we  do  not  remember  one  that  has 
equalled  Mr  Grant's  *  Memoriah  of  the  Castle  of  Edinbargh.'  **— Spectator. 

*'  Mr  Grant's  very  interesting;  history  of  tlie  Castle  of  Edinburgh— a  work  eqtially  distinguished  by 
research,  accuracy,  and  pictorial  interest"— ^/in>n'/  Ettay$. 

**  We  have  rarely  met  with  a  more  agreeable  or  more  interesting  work  than  this.  No  one  can  ever 
have  visited  the  '  Modem  Athens '  without  being  struck  with  the  position  of  its  castle,  and  the  pecu- 
liarity  of  its  site.  ....  Many  books  are  thrown  aside  after  an  examination  of  the  first  Ifw  pag«l» 
but  this  will  never  be  the  fiite  of  the  Memorials  of  Edinburgh  Castle."— BrU'/  Ue$$engfr, 

**  We  have  been  much  amused  with  this  little  book,  which  abounds  in  pleasant  and  interesting 
tfpieodea,  and  we  recommend  it  as  an  excellent  specimen  of  local  history.**— .^(/k^ncnrm. 


Memoirs    of   Sir  "William  Kirkaldy  of 

GRANGE,  Knight,  Commander  of  French  Kone,  Lord  of  the  Secret 
Council,  and  Governor  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  for  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots.    Post  8vo,  price  10s.  6d. 

'*  It  Is  seldom  indeed  that  we  find  history  so  written, — in  a  style  at  once  vigorons,  perspicoons,  and 
picturesque.  The  author's  iieart  is  thoroughly  with  bis  subject ;  and  be  exhibits,  ever  and  anon, 
flashes  of  the  old  Scottish  qiirit,  which  we  are  glad  to  believe  has  not  decayed  firom  the  land.**— Bfadk- 
wood's  Magazine. 

"  This  book  professes  to  give  an  account  of  one  of  the  most  accomplbh^  knights  and  bravest  soldiers 
of  his  age.  It  is  written  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  subject,  and  we  shall  be  much  surprised  if  its  suc- 
cess be  not  proportioned  to  its  merits.  We  do  not  know  wliere  we  have  studied  a  biography  so  plea- 
santly and  graphically  written  as  the  work  before  us.  It  is  tlie  very  spirit  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  transfused 
into  history,  and  it  is  so  because  the  author  appears  to  have  passed  over  every  spot  of  ground  referred  to 
in  his  book— to  have  studied  the  position  of  all  parties  whose  deeds  are  depicted  by  him,  and  thus  to 
bave  lived  again  amongst  the  men  of  whom  be  gives  an  account."— Ifomtn^  fferaUL 

**  One  of  the  most  remarkable  and  valuable  contributions  to  Scottish  history  that  the  fertile  press  of 
oar  northern  neighbours  has  ever  given  to  the  worid,— a  history  which  embraces  within  its  range  many 
of  the  most  memorable  incidents  in  the  life  of  Bfary  Queen  of  Scots— whidi  brings  us  often  into  the 
company  of  the  veteran  reformer  John  Knox — which  records  the  violent  deaths  of  no  less  than  four 
successive  representatives  of  royalty,  and  which  pictures  Edinbuigh  with  her  fiunous  castle  garrisoned 
and  fortified,  and  the  cannon  on  its  battlements  sweeping  the  city  below  them,— a  history  Uke  this  most 
take  a  prominwt  and  permanent  place  fai  Scottish  Uterature.**— iWeAerfer  yonmaf. 


6  Booki  PoblSiliAd  1^  WnUam  BUMkvood  ud  Sonti 

Lays    of  the    Scottish    Cavaliers,    and 

Other  Poems.  By  William  E.  AytonHy  Professor  of  Rhetoric  in  the 
University  of  Edinbui^.  With  an  Appendix;  eontsining  an  Exami- 
nation of  the  Statements  in  Mr  Macaulay's  *' History  of  England,** 
regarding  John  Grahams  of  Claverhouse,  Viscount  of  Dundee.  A  New 
Edition.    In  small  8vo,  elegantly  bound  in  gilt  cloth,  price  7s.  6d. 

*'  Profenor  Aytoan's  '  Layi  of  the  ScottMi  Caraliera'— «  rolnme  of  Twte  wiildi  ihows  that  Scotland 
hat  yet  a  poet  Full  of  the  true  Are,  it  now  s'in  aiid  ■wellt  like  a  trumpet-note— «ow  linka  in  cadences 
isd  and  wild  as  the  wail  of  a  lllglikind  dirge.**— Quarterljf  Kevino. 

**  Finer  hnlladA  tlinn  those,  we  are  Imld  to  any .  are  not  to  lie  found  In  the  bnguaire.  ....  Tlie 
ballads  of  Professor  Aytoun  have  the  life-like  reality  of  tlie  old  pictures,  and  much  of  the  warmth  and 
fulness  of  their  culoiiriug.  Tliey  take  up  nn  iiiKpintinK  evmt,  uMinite  it,  and  bv  the  mere  fon-e  of  tlie 
narrative  excite  in  you  ennol>ling  p:ission  and  a  love  ot  human  greatneai,  tOfFli.er  with  deep  miupatliy 

lu  its  sufferings.    Su>  h  is  the  aim  and  scope  of  baliad  fioetry biicli  dues  fix  tlieotoelrM  in 

tlie  memory  as  the  first- loved  melodies  «>f  cliUdlniod.  We  ha^-e  read  them  wi^h  Kreat  etijoyiL.cnc,  and 
DOW  lieartlly  tliank  the  nutlior  for  his  delightful  volume,  the  prose  notes  and  Uiustrations  of  which  are 
as  Interesting  as  tlie  verse  is  admirable." — Tiaies. 

*'  Fervidly  and  intensely  national,  Mr  Aytoun  sings  with  all  the  enthusiasm  and  all  t)i«  wariOn 
spirit  of  a  liorder  minstrel ;  his  soul  is  with  tlie  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  be  deliglits  to  p  •!» 
fortli  in  itpirit-siirring  verse  tlie  story  of  her  bravery  and  of  lier  ddvnlry.  They  are  racy  of  tlte  peopla 
and  of  the  age — ^graphic  and  truthful  in  the  pictures  which  they  conjure  up  b^ore  ua».and  riiiging  in 
•fwy  syllable  with  tiie  dasli  of  spear  and  morion.**— Jl/omfn^  Ckrutiicle, 

'*  Mr  A.vtoun's  *  Iavs*  are  truly  beautiful,  and  are  perfect  poems  of  their  chas,  prrgaaat  with  llre» 
with  patriotic  ardour,  with  loyal  seal,  with  exquisite  pathos,  with  noble  passion.  Who  can  Iicar  the 
opening  lines,  descriptive  of  Edinburgh  after  the  greiit  battle  of  Flodden,  and  not  fsel  that  the  min- 
strel's soul  hds  caught  tlie  genubie  inspiration.** — Moming  Pott. 

"  There  Is  the  true  stir  and  roll  of  the  oM  balhUI  poetry  hi  these  Unes.' 


The  Course  of  Time,     A  Poem,  in  Ten 

Books.    By  Bobert  PoUok,  y.A.    Nineteenth  Edition.     In  Small 
Octavo,  price  7s.  6d.,  neatly  bound  in  doth. 


The    Poems    and  Ballads   of  Schiller. 

Translated  br  ffir  Edwazd  Bnlwer  Jjjttan,  Bart;  nith  a  brirf 

Sketch  of  Schiller'a  Ldfe.    A  New  Edition,  in  the  Frees. 


Domestic  Verses.    By  Delta.     Fcp.  8vo, 

price  5s.,  bound  in  cloth. 

"The  poems  refer  chiefly  to  the  deaths  of  three  beloved  diHdren.  .  .  The  «d  and  Kilenui  bMaty 
ef  several  of  them,  Indeed,  speaks  with  even  palnftil  fbroe  to  the  heart ;  the  veiy  form  of  veree  nOmptt^L 
in  some,  as  for  example  in  tlie  case  of  the  *  Ode  to  Casa  Wappy,*  is  so  moumftilly  attuned  tliat  tbe 
production  cannot  be  read  without  tears.  This  Uttle  work,  altogether,  will  be  fUt  as  a  rkk  boon  m^ 
treat  to  tlMfMling  heart**— .Sceemaii.  --*-.■« 


Sketches  of  the  Poetical  Literature  of 

THE  PAST  HALF-CENTURY.    By  D.  K  Moir,  (DellaL)     In  wauJi 
8vo,  price  5s. 

"  The  whole  book  deserves  to  be  read  and  studied  attentively.    It  is  the  mmt  valuable  littlt 
tl  poetical  orttieism  that  has  ever  come  under  oar  obeervation.'^— Cotirl  JowmaL 
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The  Poems  of  Felicia  Hemans — 

I. 

A  Vew  EdltioB,  elegpaatlj  printed  in  Six  Pocket  Yolnmes,  price  24b.,  in  gilt 
cloth.  Each  Volume  is  complete  in  itself,  and  sold  separately,  price  Ss.  in  paper 
ooTer,  or  4b.,  elegantly  bound  in  gilt  cloth,  gilt  edges. 

RECORDS  OP  WOMAN.  AND  OTHER  POEMS. 

THE  KOKBs^T  AANCTUARY,  AND  OTUBIl  POEMS. 

DRAMATIC  WORKS. 

TALKS  AND  HISTORIC  SCENES. 

MOHAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  POEMS. 

SON 06  OF  THE  AFFECTIONS. 

IT. 

A  Vew  Edition,  in  one  toL  royal  octaTO,  with  Illustratiye  Notes,  a  Selection 
of  Contemporary  Ciiticisims,  and  a  Portrait  of  the  Author,  engraved  by  Findkn. 
Price  One  Guinea. 

**  Here  is  a  volume  in  which  high  poeb7  and  deep  pAnion  are  united  with  feminine  delicacy  and 
onsullied  moral  purity.  Here  is  a  volume  which  a  father  may  give  to  his  dMUghter  on  lier  birth-diiy,  or 
on  eome  day  of  Uilt  gift-giving  scastm,  with  a  feeling  not  less'contidlng  or  hitly  than  tluit  wiUi  which  lie 
gives  his  ciiild  her  night  nnd  morning  biessking  and  kiss.  Tlie  name  of  Felicia  Hemans  luis  become,  and 
te  doubtles4  destined  to  remain,  one  of  the  loved  and  clicrislted  household  words  in  connection  with 
Britbli  poetical  literature." — The  )i'atekm<M. 

**  Tlie  best,  the  most  accurate,  and  tlie  most  splendid  edition  thai  has  yet  been  published  of  oar 
Englbh  Sapplio.**— 5un. 

'*  She  is  ever  alive  to  the  dignity  of  her  calling  and  the  purity  of  her  sex.  Aware  of  the  difficulties  of 
her  art,  slie  a«pirod  towards  excellence  with  untiring  pernevemnce,  snd  impro^-ed  lierself  by  tlie  study  of 
tlie  best  modelit,  well  knowing  tliat  few  things  easy  of  Httainment  can  be  worth  much.  Her  taste  thus 
directed  her  to  appropriate  and  liappy  subjects;  and  hence  it  has  been,  a<(  with  all  things  of  ster- 
ling value,  that  lier  writings  Itave  not  been  deteriorated  by  time.  Of  no  one  modem  writer  can  it  bo 
affirmed,  with  leas  hesitation,  tliat  slie  has  become  an  En^isli  Classic,  nor,  until  human  nature  becomes 
very  difterent  from  what  it  now  is.  can  we  imagine  the  least  probability  tliat  the  music  of  l)er  lays  wUl 
cease  to<  soothe  the  ear,  or  the  beauty  of  lier  eenlimeni  la  ofaann  the  gentle  haaii.**— JBIa«lMMd*« 
Magtuine. 


A  Memoir   of  Mrs  Hemans.     By  her 

Sister,    with  a  Portrait,  price  58. 


Mrs  Southey's  Works 


1.  CHAPTERS  ON    CHURCHYARDS.      By  Mn   South^,    (Caiolilia 

Bowles.)    A  Now  Edition.    Fcp.  8vo,  price  78.  6d. 

2.  SOLITARY  HOURS.    Fcp.  8to.    A  New  Edition,  price  Bb. 

8.     THE  BIRTHDAY,  AND  OTHER  POEMS.    Fcp.  8vo,  price  78. 

4.    ROBIN  HOOD,  AND  OTHER  POEMa    By  R.  S.  and  C.  S.     Foap. 
8to,  price  88. 

**  Thoie  tweet  poems  in  the  little  Tolome  of  SoKtefr  Hourt,  which  for  truth  and  depth  of  feelinf ,  and 
for  tenderness  and  holinees  of  tliought,  are  among  tlie  most  beautiful  that  have  been  produced  in  thi« 
generation.  ....  We  do  not  remember  any  recent  author  whu*«  poetry  is  so  unmizedly  native ; 
and  thto  Eni^iah  complexion  constitutes  one  of  its  characteristic  charms.  No  purer  models  of  our  genuine 
home  fisding  and  language  could  be  placed  in  a  young  fbreignerli  hands  than  Mrs  Bouiliey's  Worica. 
Moreover  her  versifleation,  especially  in  her  two  Ulcr  volumes,  b  not  only  general^  correct,  but,  in 
several  instances,  of  very  great  beauty  and  perfectkm.  In  her  last  poem.  The  BlfiKdap,  she  hai  at(«tned 
to  a  still  higher  excellence  of  style.**— QuorCerljr  JbviML 


Poems    by  the   Lady  Flora   Hastings. 

With  a  Portrait.    Fcp.  Svo,  price  7b.  6d. 

•*  AH  lovers  of  that  purer  poetry  which  catches  half  its  grace  fimm  heaven,  will  nek  fsr  leeordi  of  Ha 
pious  beauty  upcm  the  gentle  pages  of  this  graoefnl  book.  We  have  but  gknced  at  the  poema,  and 
gathered  only  snatches  of  the  beauties  wlikli  we  are  prepared  to  meet  on  desper  and  oloser  peruial,  and 
of  whieb  our  readers  shall  receive  their  share."— Ifonnffv  Pott 


8  Books  Paldifllied  hf  WflUim  Blaelcwood  and  Sou. 

The  Angler's  Companion  to  the  Rivers 

AND  LOCHS  OF  SCOTLAND.    By  Thomaa  Tod  Stoddttrt.    In 

post  8vo  price  10s.  6d.     With  a  Filling  Map  of  Scotland,  and  other 

Illustrations. 

**  Indispensable  in  all  time  to  come,  as  the  very  strengtli  and  grace  of  an  Angler*a  Tadilr  and 
Ilquipment  in  Scotland,  mu&t  and  will  be  'Stoddart'b  Amouer'b  Companiom."* — Blackwood's 
Magazint. 

**  Withotit  a  second's  paote  of  hesitation,  we  pronounce  the  book  Uie  best  extant  as  an  angling  guide 
to  the  salmon  and  trout  watcn  of  Scotland,  and  particularly  to  the  famous  Tweed  and  itx  many  ttiba- 

taries. Every  angler  who  haii  an  ambition  to  become  an  adept  in  the  art  of  killing  trout 

and  salmon  by  means  of  rod  and  line,  shouid  peruse  assiduously  Mr  Stoddart's  work.** — B(Wm  Lift, 

**  Pleasant  it  is  to  wander  by  the  loch  and  stream  with  such  a  guide  and  companion  as  Mr  StoddarL** 
—Atherutum. 

**  The  author  Is  a  perfect  enthusiast  in  '  the  gentle  craft.*  and  the  matter  teems  chiefly  drawn  from 
his  own  experience.  A  peculiar  feature  of  Uie  book  is  its  detailed  account  of  the  Scottish  loclis  and 
rivers,  with  their  tribtitaries.  Thb  feature  renders  The  Anger's  CompanUm  a  necesoary  volume  to  any 
one  contemplating  a  piscatorial  excursion  in  Scotland,  independently  of  its  general  uae  as  a  book  of 
Instructions. " — Spectator. 

Lays  of  the  Deer-Forest.     A  Selection 

from  the  Original  Poems  of  John  Sobieski  Stuait  and  Charles 
Edward  Stoart.  With  an  Essay  on  Deer-Stalking  and  Roe-Hunting, 
Notes  of  Remarkable  Incidents  in  Forest  Sports,  Traditions  of  the 
Clans,  and  Notices  of  Natural  History  in  the  Deer-Forests.  In  Two 
Volumes,  Post  Octavo,  price  21s. 

*'  Tilts  is,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  sa3ring,  the  best  work  on  deer-stalking  which  has  yet  bMn  written ; 
and  the  amount  of  information  which  it  contains  regarding  tlie  habits  of  the  stag  and  roe,  combined  with 
Uie  vivid  pictures  of  which  we  have  made  such  ample  use,  cannot  fail  to  render  it  popular.  In  an  anti- 
quarian point  of  view  it  is  also  highly  interesting,  for  it  embodies  a  large  amount  of  traditionary  love, 
sketches  of  the  dans,  and  fragments  of  UighUnd  song,  of  much  supolor  merit  to  those  which  have  hitherto 
come  into  our  hands.  The  disquisitions,  too,  upon  the  disappesiranoe  of  some  animals  once  indigeiMNia 
to  Scotland — such  as  the  wolf,  the  elk,  the  wUd  bull,  and  the  beaver— exhibit  a  great  amount  of  research, 
and  supply  a  gap  which  has  lonj;  been  wanted  in  the  page  of  natural  history." — BktdtuwHFi  Magaxine. 

"  Rich  witli  a  thousand  excellencies,  with  traits  of  natural  history  in  its  most  attractive  depaitment, 
and  poetised  by  the  ardent  Unguage  of  keen  and  hereditary  sportsmen."— ifomiiv  ChronieU, 

Recreations     of     Christopher     North. 

In  Tlirco  Volumes,  Post  Octavo,  price  £1, 1  Is.  6d. 

"  Welcome,  right  welcome,  Christopher  North  ;  we  cordially  greet  thee  in  thy  new  drees,  thoa  genial 
and  henrty  old  man,  whose  *  Ambrosian  nights '  have  so  often  in  imagination  transported  us  from  soli- 
tude to  the  social  circle,  and  whose  vivid  pictures  of  flood  and  fell,  of  loch  and  glen,  have  carried  as  In 
thought  from  the  smoke,  din,  and  pent-up  opulence  of  London,  to  the  rushing  stream,  or  tranquil  tarn, 
or  those  mountain  mngcs,"  &c. — Timet. 

**  Deliglitfiil  volumes — full  of  fun  and  fervour,  power  and  pathos— of  deep  feeling  and  light-hearted 

Siety— of  impasii  'ued  language,  rolling  along  in  the  strength  and  majesty  of  genuine  etoquence    and  of 
miliar  gossip,  tripping  it  lightly  over  the  merrier  pages."—&otfiiian. 

The  Moor  and   the  Loch :    containing 

Minute  Instructions  in  all  Highland  Sports,  from  the  Red-Deer  ftnd 
Wild  Swan,  Salmon,  and  Solmo-Ferox,  to  the  Snipe,  Teal,  and  Burn 
Trout.  With  remarks  upon  the  Wild  Birds  and  Beasts  of  the  Scottish 
Mountain.  By  John  ColquhoIUl,  Esq.  A  New  Edition,  being  the 
Third,  with  which  is  incorporated  «  ROCKS  AND  RIVERS,"  by  the 
same  Author.     In  One  Vol.,  with  Illustrations,  price  123.  6d. 

•*  Mr  Colquhoun  is  one  of  the  increa^lnir  dnss  of  naturalist  sportnnen  wlio  combine  an  ardent  kive 
and  nice  ohaervation  of  nature  with  surpa&ting  ftkill  in  tlie  deatli-dcAlm;;  nrL  Of  the  various  amateura 
w»  remember,  he  is  faciU'  prinefpt,  from  th«*  solidity  of  his  m:itter.  and  the  native  power  of  his  etyln. 
He  has  the  pn'Jiidioos  of  hi^  cmft  and  hii  Hii;hlr.nd  home ;  but  t'.iey  are  the  genuine  feelinga  of  hfa 
mind,  not  a  ta.ste  slmulatod  to  <pin  a  paraiiraph  or  point  a  period.  \s  a  sportsiiuin  lie  strikes  us  as  of 
tlie  first  class,  owing  to  the  variety  of  hi^  pursuits.  Nothing  comen  ainiss  to  him.  In  deer-stalking  or 
roebuck-sbootmg  he  is  at  tiome ;  all  that  iiaunt  the  '  Mour  and  the  Loch,'  with  the  River  in  addiUoa 
— whetlier  of  grouse  or  otlier  giime,  (ish  or  waterfowl— all  are  withhi  his  dominion."— fpocfolor. 
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Life  ill  the  "  Far  West."      By  the  late 

George  F.  Buxton,  Esq.,  Author  of  "  Travels  in  Mexico."    A  New 
Edition.    Fcp.  8vo,  price  48. 

*'  One  of  the  mnet  fSucinatinf  productions  In  this  dass  of  literature.  The  intensely  graphic  force  with 
which  the  scenes  and  characters  are  delineated,  and  which  is  the  natural  result  of  the  author's  personal 
fkmillarity  with  the  originals  of  th^  pictures  drawn  by  his  pen,  and  of  his  keen  powers  of  observation, 
transports  the  reader's  mind  involuntarily  into  the  Far  West  itself,  among  tlie  Red  hunters  and  warriors, 
and  the  American  trappers  and  mountaineers.  To  read  the  volume  is  almost  equal  to  a  personal  visit 
to  those  romantic  regions,  and  their  savage  and  half-savage  inhabitants — so  vivid  b  the  impression 
which  the  perusal  of  Mr  Ruxton*s  sketches  leaves  on  the  imagination."— JoAn  BtiU. 

**  One  of  the  most  daring  and  resolute  of  modem  travellers.  ...  A  volume  fuller  of  excitement 
is  seldom  submitted  to  the  public." — Athenaum, 


Hudson's     Bay ;     or,     Every-day    Life 

SCENES  IN  THE  WILDS  OF  NORTH  AMERICA.    By  Robert  IL 
Ballaatyne.    Post  8to,  with  niustrations,  9b. 

**  An  able,  graphic,  and  spirited  description,  not  merely  of  interesting  Journeys  and  adventures,  through- 
out these  wild  and  uncultivated  regions,  but  a  fiill  and  well  written  account  of  the  formation,  object,  and 
trade  of  the  Company,  of  the  Indian  teibes,  and  much  valuable  and  osefkil  information  upon  abnoei 
every  matter  connected  with  the  country." — Perih  ComtiMicnaL 


Men  and  Manners  in  America.     By  the 

Author  of  «  Cyril  Thornton."  A  New  Edition,  with  a  Portrait  of  the 
Author,  and  Letters  written  by  him  during  his  Journey  through  the 
United  States.    Fcap.  8to,  price  7s.  6d. 

**  Though  many  excellent  volumes  have  since  been  published,  not  one  has  superseded  it  as  a  standard  and 
safe  authority.  Other  travellers  have  confirmed  its  accuracy  witliout  adding  much  to  its  information.  .  . 
But  this  edition  has  another  advantage.  It  b  enridied  with  the  private  letters  he  wrote  to  his  frieuds  from 
America,  in  which  his  first  impressions  are  recorded  without  concealment." — Britannia. 


Impressions    and    Experiences    of   the 

WEST  INDIES  and  NORTH  AMERICA  in  1849.    By  Robert  Baild, 
AM,    In  Two  Volumes,  Post  Octavo,  price  21s. 

"  The  reader  win  find  In  the  present  work  a  most  fkitbful  and  attractive  description  of  the  oountrlee 
which  the  author  has  visited — the  West  Indies,  Canada,  and  the  United  States—  as  regards  both  their 
natural  features  Mid  scenery,  and  the  character,  the  manners,  and  habits  of  the  inhabitants,  faaterspersed 
with  many  interesting  traits  and  incidents,  forming  altogether  a  tourist's  note-book  and  traveller's  guide 
of  tbe  veiy  best  class."— JMn  Bull, 


Leaves  from  the  Journal   of  a  Subal- 

TERN,  DURINO  THE  CAMPAIGN  IN  THE  PUNJAUB,  1848-49. 
In  crown  Bvo,  price  6s. 

*<  An  extremely  graphic,  animated  narrative  of  events,  most  readable  from  the  first  page  to  the  last, 
does  much  more  to  convey  to  tiie  reader's  mind  a  Just  and  vivid  conception  of  the  lights  and  shadows 
of  life  in  an  Indian  camp — the  suspenne  before  the  coming  strife,  the  wild  excitement  of  the  fray,  and 
the  painful  reaction  of  tlie  inactivity  which  succeeds."— ^tfa#,  July  1, 1849. 

"  This  volume  presents,  in  a  very  plcasiiir  form,  an  accurate  account  of  some  of  the  most  striking 
fisatures  in  the  late  campaign  of  this  portion  of  British  India.  ...  A  more  lively,  ratttinc  descrip- 
tion of  what  a  subaltern  reiUly  experienoee  on  service,  Indoding  the  borribto  work  he  does,  and 
the  botrible  sights  he  sees,  was  never  written."— JSIcwmmM,  July  14, 184a 
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CHEAP  EDITIONS  OF  FOFULAJt  WOBE& 


LIGHTS  AND  SHADOWS  OF  SCOTTISH  LIFR 

Fooboap  8vo,  Ss.  6d. 

THE  TRIALS  OF  MARGARET  LYNDSAY. 

By  the  Author  of  **  LighU  ud  Sliftdowt  of  ScolUih  LiAk**    Foolioap  8fo.  Si.  6d. 

THE  FORESTERS. 

By  the  Author  of  *'  LtgfaU  and  Shadowt  of  Seottlih  LUa."    Fodbetp  8to,  9m,  9d^ 

TOM  CRINGLE'S  LOG. 

Coropl«t«  in  One  Volome,  Foobeap  8vo,  lb  M. 

THE  CRUISE  OF  THE  MIDGE. 

B/  the  Author  of  **  Tom  Cringle'a  Lof.**    In  One  YohuM  FnfiTmi  8fBw  8ft. ^ 

THE  LIFE  OF  MANSIE  WAUCH. 

TAii.om  iir  Dalkcitr.    Foolscap  8to,  Sa.  0d. 

THE  SUBALTERN. 

By  the  Author  of  **  The  Cheliea  Penikmen.'*    Foolscap  8to,  Ss.  M. 

PENINSULAR  SCENES  AND  SKETCHES. 

By  the  Author  of  **  The  Student  of  Salamanca.**    Foolscap  8to,  Ss.  8d. 

NIGHTS  AT  MESS,  SIR  FRIZZLE  PUMPKIN: 

And  Oracii  Talks.    Foolscap  8vo,  Ss.  6d. 

THE  YOUTH  AND  MANHOOD  OF  CYRIL  THORNTON. 

By  the  Author  of  **  Men  and  Mannen  in  America.'*  Foolscap  8to,  Sb  61L 

VALERIUS.      A  ROMAN  STORY. 

Foolscap  8to,  2b.  6d. 

REGINALD  DALTON. 

By  the  Aathor  of  *<  Valerins.**    Fooboap  8fo,  Ss.  6d. 

SOME  PASSAGES  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  ADAM  BLAIR, 
AND  HISTORY  OF  MATTHEW  WALD. 

By  the  Aathor  of  "  Valerius.'*    Foolsoap  8to,  Ss.  6d. 

ANNALS  OF  THE  PARISH,  AND  AYRSHIRE  LEGATEEa 

By  John  Galt.    Foolscap  8yo,  Ss.  0d. 

SIR  ANDREW  WYLIE. 

By  John  Oalt.    Foobeap  8vo,  3b.  6d. 

THE  PROVOST  AND  OTHER  TALES. 

By  John  Oalt.    Foolscap  8to,  Ss.  6d. 

THE  ENTAIL. 

By  John  Galt.    Foobeap  8to,  Ss.  8d. 

LIFE  IN  THE  FAR  WEST. 

By  G.  F.  RuzTON.    A  Mew  Edition.    Foobeap,  4b.  doflL 
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The  Caxtons :    A  Family  Pictm-e.    By 

Sir  Edward  Bnlwer  I^tton,  Bart   in  Three  Vols,  poet  Svo,  price 

818.  6d. 

••  Tb*  most  brUUant  aod  the  moat  bMotifial  of  all  the  efHuIoDS  of  Sir  Bnlirer  Ljiixm*»  pen  of  faidiu- 

Hon."— TAe  Sun. 

■•  Olio  of  tliiM  gnicvful  filmlly  (croups  in  which  all  the  component  parts  are  In  perfect  harmony,  and 
•1  tlw  aawmirlos  are  wroufiit  out  with  a  iliUl  at  once  the  must  marvellous,  ana  apparent^  the  most 
ufnaaadltated.**— Jif0r»<JV  UtruUL 


The  Lily  and  the  Bee :     An  Apologue 

OF  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE.   By  Samuel  Warren,  Esq.,  P.RA 

Author  of  "  Ten  Thousand  a- Tear,"  &o.  &o.    FoviUcap  8vo,  price  58. 


Ten  Thousand  a- Year.    A  New  Edition. 

By  Samuel  Warren,  Esq.,    F^S.      Three  Volumes    fcap.    8vo, 
price  18s. 

"  Ten  Thoumnd  a-Yfar  is  perhaps  destined,  In  British  literature,  to  some  such  ranic  as  Den  Qvirotf 
lurids  in  tliat  of  8pain."--.^mmc(in  JovmaL 

**  We  consider  Uaiumon  tlie  real  liero  In  tliis  niited  drama,  which  at  once  resembles  Othfllo  and  les 
FUMtun  i  tlie  Satan  of  Uie  Epotneia,  whicli  brings  to  one's  memory  Paradise  Lo$t  and  tlie  Lutrin, 
OouwmBiato  skill ;  perfect  hypocray ;  Indomitable  energy ;  unbounded  ambition— there  Is  Gammon  I " 
i4ics  deux  Mondet. 


The  Diary  of  a  Late  Physician.      By 

Samuel  Warren,  Esq.,  F  JLS.    A  New  Edition.    Complete  in  Two 
Volumes,  price  12s. 

'*  We  know  of  no  book  In  the  English  language  so  calculated  to  rivet  the  attention,  and  awaken  the 
jpnrart  and  deepest  sympathies  of  tlie  heart,  as  tlie  JHary  <if  a  Late  Phptician.  Tlie  man  who  has  not 
lead  these  tales  lias  yet  to  learn  a  lesson  in  tlie  mysteries  of  human  nature ;  and  thougli  Ten  Thousand 
•-Frarmay.  as  a  literary  composition,  claim  precedence,  we  tliink  it  lacks  sometliing— a  verr  little — 
of  that  trattrfial  sfanpUdty,  that  trusting  and  religious  fenronr,  tliat  refines  every  sentiment  and  hallows 
•wy  aspintioa  Inqdred  by  the  eldo:  work."— Oj/ord  and  (kmbrid^  Revkw. 


Now  and  Then.    By  Samuel  Warren, 

Esq.,  F JLS.  A  New  Edition,  with  the  Author's  lost  Corrections  and 
a  Preface.    In  One  volume  royal  post  8vo,  price  10s.  6d. 

*<  Socfa  Is  the  outline  of  Mr  Warren's  present  work— a  vindication.  In  beautiful  proee,  of  the  *  ways  of 
God  to  man.'  A  grander  moral  Is  not  to  lie  found  thnn  that  which  dwells  upon  the  reader's  mind 
when  the  book  b  dosed ;  conveyed,  too,  as  it  is.  In  language  as  masculine  aod  eloquent  as  any  the 
Enii^isli  tonfue  can  fumbh."— TinMt. 

**  It  is  teiupture,  not  painting,  that  we  have  here  to  deal  with.  The  characters  are  few,  the  events 
rimple ;  and  botli  diaraoten  and  events  stand  broadly  and  boldly  out,  chiselled  into  big,  massive,  rigid 
proportions.  It  Is  a  book  displaying  peculiar  and  remarkable  talents.  In  parts  the  narration  Is  of 
mathleas  Interest.  There  Is  an  utter  and  blessed  absence  of  conventionalism  about  the  tale ;  and  It  is 
iBTMted  with  a  qtedas  of  seven  epic  grandeur,  which,  as  It  were,  overshadows  the  mind."— Afomjiy 
Cknmide,- 

The    Moral,    Social,    and    Professional 

DUTIES  OP  ATTORNEYS  AND  SOLICITORS.  By  Samnel 
Warren,  Esq.,  F  JLS.,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Counsel  Second  Edition. 
In  One  thick  VoL,  fcp.  8yo«  price  98. 
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A   Memoir    of  John  Philpot    Curran. 

With  Sketchiss  of  his  Conteicpobartes.  By  Charles  FfafDipSi  Boq^ 
A.B.,  one  of  her  Majesty's  Commissionen  of  the  Ckmrt  for  the  Belief  of 
Insolvent  Debtors.    Octayo,  with  a  Portrait.    Price  128.  6d. 

The  preaent  work,  whOe  embracing  the  more  Taluable  porlion  of  the  ReeoOectkHU  of  Currma  foffinaKr 
published  by  Mx  Phillipe,  mainly  oonslsta  of  hitherto  nnpubUihed  matter,  in  the  drawing  up  of  irideh 
the  author  has  been  for  some  time  engaged.  It  comprises  SlcetdieB  and  Aneedolee  of  Flood  and 
Grattan,  Clare,  Tone,  Norbury  and  his  Court,  Boshe,  Plonket,  Dean  Kinran,  Hamilton  Rowan, 
Ck>nmeU,  O'Conndl,  Emmett,  Ac. ;  with  specimens  of  their  eloquence,  and  veiy  oopioos  ntraela  tnm 
the  speeches  of  Curran. 

**  It  may  seem  an  omission,  in  a  work  professing  to  gire  the  Orators  as  well  as  the  Statcanica  of  tt» 
last  age,  that  Curran  should  not  appear  among  them — the  greatest  orator,  after  Orattan  and  PhrnksC, 
that  Ireland  has  produced,  and  in  eveiy  respiBct  worthy  of  l)cing  |daced  on  a  line  with  tttom  graU 
masters  of  speech.  But  there  is  really  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  attempting  a  task  wbidi  has  been  so 
Inimitably  performed  already,  and  within  only  a  fisw  years.  Mr  C.  Phillips's  sketch  of  hb  friend  Is 
certainly  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  pieces  of  biography  every  produced.  Nothing  can  be  more  Uvely 
and  picturesque  than  its  representation  of  the  famous  original.  The  reader  of  it  can  hardly  be  asU  nol 
to  have  known  Curran  and  Curran's  contemporaries.  It  has  been  Justly  said  of  thb  admtraUe  work, 
that  it  is  Bos  well  nUntu  Bosay.  No  Ubnrj  should  be  without  each  a  pieoa.**— Lono  BaocoBAM'a 
Hittorieal  Sketches  t^StaOawten, 


The  Political  Life  of  the  Right  Hon. 

KDMUND  BURKE.    A  Memoir.    By  the  Bev.  GeOIgS  Croljy  ^^'^'Ti^ 

Rector  of  St  Stephen's,  Walbrook,  London.    In  Two  Volumei^  poet 
8vo,  price  188. 

**  We  hare  quoted  enough,  and  more  than  enoogfa,  to  convince  the  most  soeptieal  of  Che  origiaaHty, 
eloquence,  and  power  of  these  remarkable  volumes.  We  regard  them  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  oar 
national  literature,  as  an  effectual  antidote  to  revolutionary  principles,  and  as  a  masterij  analysis  of  the 
mind  and  writings  of  the  greatest  philosopher  and  statesman  of  our  hirtory.**— 2V  BrMomite. 


Letters  of  Eminent  Persons  addressed 

to  DAVID  HUMK    In  Bvo,  price  lOs.  6cL 

*'  It  ii  altogether  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  Instructive  collection  of  letters  which  has  seen  the  Kgfal 
for  many  years— abounding  in  i>oints  of  great  and  varied  interest  for  the  general  reader,  while  it  ftirniies 
a  rich  store  of  materials  for  the  more  recondite  purposes  of  the  studoit  of  literary,  sodal,  and 
history."— (7^4(7010  ConstUuUonaL 


Annals   of  the  Peninsular   Campaigns. 

By  Thomas  Hamilton*  Esq.,  late  of  the  29th  Regiment,  Author  of 
"  Cyril  Thornton,"  "  Men  and  Manners  in  America,**  &c.  A  New  Edi- 
tion, Revised  and  Augmented  by  Frederick  Hardmatv,  Esq.,  Author  of 
"  Peninsular  Scenes  and  Sketches,"  &c.  In  One  Volume  Octavo.  Pri€t 
ICs.  Cloth. 

**  Of  tho  chief  writers,  (on  this  subject,)  Captain  IlamiltonV  work  comes  nearest  to  hlstorloal  cahnncB 
and  ImpMiiulitT.  .  .  .  Bomotimes  the  coldnesi  and  matter-nf-foctneM  with  which  the  most  aetoond- 
Ing  incidenU  and  atrocities  are  chronicled,  serves  more  effectually  to  impress  the  thinking  reader  with 
the  horrors  of  the  cmteftt,  than  when  hb  sympathies  are  dbectly  demanded  hy  the  fine  wrilkig  of  iba 
historian.  The  value  of  Captain  Hamilton's  work  is  very  greatly  increased,  fa  tfat  piwent  adillon.^ 
the  labours  of  Mr  IIardman.^'—fic<V«mai«.  *  m       ^  w  ,.7 
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Notes  on  North  America ;  Agricultural, 

ECONOMICAL,  AND  SOCIAL.  By  JamOB  F.  W.  Johnstoxi, 
FJLSS.  L.  ft  K)  &o*  &o.  Author  of  ^  Lectures  on  Agricultural 
Chemistry  and  Qeology,"  &c.  In  Two  Vols,  post  Sto,  with  a  Map 
and  other  Illustrations,  price  218. 

**  Profinr>r  Johnitoa'k  admirmble  Note* On  each  and  all  of  thata  topica  tha  autknrli 

knowladga  of  Mienoe,  and  iU  practical  relations  with  agriculture,  enabled  him  tu  obtain  very  clear  and 
•Murata  riewi,  ^hidi  he  hat  let  forth  in  a  way  to  render  his  book  the  very  bett  manual  for  intelligent 
•migrante ;  whilst,  to  the  British  agriculturist,  and  general  reader,  it  conveys  a  mure  ci»mpl«ite  concep- 
tkii  of  tba  lodal,  aeonomkal,  and  ajtricultural  condition  of  tliesa  prosperous  regkma,  than  all  thai  haa 
Iritbarto  been  written  on  North  Am9T'KM."-~BconomUL 

*•  A  book  in  every  respect  valuable  and  interesting,  one  whose  pages  may  be  read  with  unflagging 
attaBtion  for  the  interest  of  Uie  narrative  they  contain — the  keen,  slirewd,  northern  wisdom  that 
biaaks  out  every  iiere  and  there ;  but  which  will  be  read  and  studied  by  every  odncated  tondowner 
■ad  agriculturist  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fbr  tha  mass  of  solid  aud  important  information  it 
•oodenses  witliin  iU  small  compass.*'— &ii(mkr»'  Nem  Letter, 

Greece  under  the  Romans.  An  Historical 

View  of  the  Condition  of  the  Qrcck  Nation,  from  the  Time  of  its  Con- 
quest by  the  Romans,  until  the  Extinction  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the 
East,  B.C.  146— A  J).  717.  By  Oeorge  FiXilayj  K.B.G.  Octavo,  price 
16s. 

"...  Hb  work  b  therefore  learned  and  profound.  It  throws  a  flood  of  light  onon  an  impor> 
tant  thocttfa  obscure  portion  of  Grecian  hbtory.  ...  In  the  essential  requiiJtes  of  fidelity,  accuracy, 
and  laanung,  Mr  Finlay  bears  a  favourable  comparison  with  any  historical  writer  of  our  day.'*^A'<;r<A 
JiwtericoH  RevifUf. 

**  The  History  of  Greece  under  the  Romans  has  been  ably  written  by  Mr  Piulay."— Quarf^rfy  lUt'ktc, 

History  of  Greece :  from  its  Conquest  by 

THE  Crusaders  to  its  Conquest  bt  the  Turks  ;  and  of  the  EMTIUK 
OF  TREBIZOND,  1204-1461.  By  Qeorge  Finlay,  Esq.,  lionomry 
Member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature,  Author  of  '*  Greece  under 
the  Romans/'  &c.    In  8vo,  price  1 2s. 

Letters    on    the    Truths    contained    in 

POPULAR  SUPERSTITIONS:  with  an  Account  of  MKSMERISM. 
By  Herbert  Mayo,  MJ).,  formerly  Senior  Surgeon  of  Middlesex 
Hospital  ;  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Pliysiology  in  Kind's  College ; 
Professor  of  Comparative  Anatomy  in  the  Royal  Ci)lIcgo  of  Surgeons, 
London,  F.R.S.,  F.G.S.,  &c.       Tliird  Edition,  post  8vo,  price  78. 

**  The  explanations  are  often  injjenlous,  and  always  sUK^estiro  and  interoKtinK.  .  .  .  We  i^rnro* 
mend  the  reader  who  takes  an  iutervst  in  the  matter  to  iuiprova  liis  acqualiitanoe  with  the  Lettvni 
tliomselves.*'— ulMsfurtMi. 

Ancient    and    Modern    Art,   Historical 

and  Critical.  By  George  Cleghom,  Esq.,  of  Woous.  Second  Edition, 
Two  Volumes,  Foolscap  Octavo.    Price  1 2ri. 

**  A  brief  yet  eomprehensive  sketch,  historical  and  critical,  of  ancient  and  modem  art,  A>om  tlie  ear- 
liest up  to  tho  present  time.  .  .  .  Wo  luive  seldom  peruwd  a  work  of  a  mure  pi>pular  character, 
ftom  which  we  have  derived  more  iccnuiiie  delight .  orbvwlilch  our  limited  and  untutored  peri*eptlons 
of  the  beauties  of  art  have  been  more  aaslkted  and  anliKlitenod,  tlian  the  one  wu  liave  now  tlie  additional 
pIsMura  of  racommendinf  to  a  pUce  in  every  iHihlic  llbimry ,  and  on  tlie  table  of  every  man  who  values  art, 
nAoMuent,  dcfaoee,  and  tasta."— Jtfornfv  ''««<• 
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Lectures    in    Divinity.      By    the     late 

George  "g^TI,  D J).,  Principal  of  St  Mary'a  College,  St  AndrewB.    A 
New  Edition.    One  Vol.  Svo,  148. 

**  I  am  not  Mire  if  I  can  recommend  a  more  complete  mannal  of  divinity  flian  the  one  I  hare  now 
adverted  to.  ...  1  know  of  no  treatlM  wliicli  profeeiee  to  ezbiblt  the  whole  ranfe  of  theolofical 
doctrine,  and  does  it  in  more  of  a  lucidus  ordo  than  the  one  that  we  have  fixed  upon.*'— Dr  Chalswr*. 


Lectures  on  the  History  of  literature, 

Ancient  and  Modern.     From  the  German  of  Ptedeiick  SchlsgeL 
In  One  Vol.  foolscap  8ro.  price  58. 

"  Form  the  most  luminous,  eompr^endve,  and  pbiloiopldoal  wcBrmj  of  the  hietofy  of  litetatore 
which  our  own  age  luu  produced." — JJritatmia. 

**  A  wonderful  performance,— better  than  anything  we  as  yet  hare  on  the  iol^)ect  hi  our  owb 
language.** — Quarteriif  Reciew. 

**  Though  concise,  BchleKel's  work  is  so  eomprdienslTe  In  its  range,  that  it  Is  alone  almost  wifRfknt 
to  make  the  reader  a  literuiy  person."— X.<(mir#  QuutU.- 


The  New  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland. 

In  Fifteen  large  Volumes  Octavo,  price  £16, 16s.  The  CouNnaa  may  be  had  teitaroUlp, 
at  the  followhig  prices : — Aberdeen,  ion. ;  Argvle,  16s. ;  Ayr,  Iris. ;  Banff,  fti. ;  llerwiek, 
8s.  6d. ;  Bute.  3s. ;  CHitlineMs,  4«.  6d. ;  Chickmannan,  3s.  6d. ;  Dumbarton,  8s.;  DumfHos, 
12s.  6d. ;  Edinburgh,  IGi.  6d. ;  Elgin,  6s. ;  Fife,  21s.  ;  Fnrfnr,  I.V. ;  llaiMfngton,  8s.  6d.; 
Inverness,  Us.  6(1. ;  Kinross,  2s. :  Kincardine,  8«.;  Kiikcudbrif!ht,8s.  6d.;  I.ai«ark,  Sis. ; 
Lfailitligow,  4s.  6d. ;  NHime.  U  6d.:  Orki  ey,  6s.  6d. ;  Pcebics,  4a.  (id.;  Pertli,  STs. ;  IUmb 
and  Croinnny,  lOs.  6d.;  Ilenfrew,  12s.  6d.;  l<(txl>urKh,  KK  (kl.;  iSelkirk,  Ss.  tfd.;  bhetlaBd, 
4s.  6d.;  Stirlinp,  10s.;  Sutherland,  6a.  6d.;  Wigtown,  5s.  6d. 


*'  Formin;r  by  far  tlie  most  valuable  repertory  of  statistics  at  the  command  of  any  country  in ! 
—Quartertjf  Review. 

"  As  a  statistical  book  of  reference,  the  work  is  valuable — more  so,  in  our  estimation,  than  many 
works  which  uiake  a  greater  pamde  of  scientific  forms.  ...  To  sum  up  more  stieciHcally,  titers  are 
no  fewer  than  876  articles,  ench  furnishing  a  complete  monogmnh  df  n  parish,  or  united  group  of  parisltes. 
The  parishes  of  evrry  county  are  classed  together ;  to  each  n  nill  index  of  nMt'er  to  added,  and  to  tlie 
whole  work  is  appended  a  general  index,  compiled  on  tlie  same  principle.  Tliere  is  aJo  an  al|ihabetical 
index  of  |)ari>hps.  giving  (heir  poptilatiun  n*  fihnwn  hy  the  Inst  census,  and  refnring  to  the  ▼ulnme  arid 
page  where  ench  is  discribed.  Tints  the  New  Slatisticnt  Account  tif  Scotland  unites,  with  ilie masrire 
clmmcter  and  readiiblene^  «f  a  systematic  view  of  Scottish  wtatLitics  and  geography,  the  utility  of  a , 
graphical  and  statistical  dictionary  of  Scotland." — Spectator, 


Atlas  of  Scotland,  in  60  Sheets  Impe- 

rial  Folio,  comprising  Maps  of  each  County,  on  a  scale  so  large  as  to 
exhibit  the  features  of  the  country,  and  places  of  importance ;  the 
boundaries  of  the  Shires  and  Paricihcs ;  and  tlio  lines  of  Hood,  Railway, 
and  Canal,  laid  down  from  actual  survey ;  accompanied  by  an  Index 
Map,  a  Plate  of  the  Comparative  Heights  of  Mountains,  and  another  of 
the  lengths  of  liivers,  and  a  copious  Index.  Imperial  Folio,  half-bound 
morocco,  £6,  Ss. 


Atlas    of   Scotland,    consisting    of    31 

MAPS,  including  the  Orkney,  Shcthmd,  and  Western  Islands,  with  ihm 
Parochial  Boundaries  carefully  coloured,  liailways,  and  a  General  Map 
of  Scotland.  Demy  4to,  price  2l8.  cloth,  or  neatly  bound  in  a  leather 
case  for  the  pocket^  1 68.    The  Maps  are  sold  separately,  prio«  la. 
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WORKS 


BT 


D.      R.      HAY,      F.R.S.E. 


TSIB   DAT   IB   PUBLISHED, 

Vftf   Orconiftrie   Veauto  of   tf^t  f^uman  ipigure  Beffnel);  to   i»()<cb 

ia  prefixed  a  System  of  iEatlielie  Proportion  applknblo  to  Arcl)it«ctur«  and  th«  utli«r 
Fonoativo  Art*.    Royal  Quarto.    16  i*latu.    I*nc9  Mt. 

LATELY    PUBLISHED, 

Wbt  ZafD5(  of  7^annon{ou5(   (EToIouring,   aDapteD   to  Interior  Becora* 

TIONS,  with  Observations  on   the  Practic*  of  Iluiue-Paluting.    Slxtli  Kdltiou,  with  a 
Coloured  Diagram.    Post  Octavo,  7s.  Gd. 

€it  VTatvral  ^dndpless  anl)   analogs    of   t&e   f^armonj^   of  iporm. 

Quarto.    18  Phttes,  and  numerous  Woodcuts.    Price  Ifis. 

Vvoportion,  or  t|^  dEfeomctric  ipdndple  of  Ideauts  anal|;5cll.    Quarta 

17  Plat«,  and  38  Woodcuts.     Price  25s. 

Original   CB^rometriral   Biapet  SIrKignft,    acrompaniel)   (5   an  attempt 

to  Develope  and  Elurldata  the  tmo  I*rlnelplea  of  Ornamental  Desijrn,  as  applied  to  the 
Decorative  Arts.    Oblong  Folio.    67  Plates,  and  nuuieruus  Woodcuts.    Prlca  *'2*, 

ft   Xomenclature   of   (SToIour^,    appKcable  to    ibe   ^xt%  anl)  Xnturai 

Sciences,  to  Manufactures,  and  other  PiiriMMcs  of  Gsneral  Utility.  Octavo.    23j}  Kxainples 
of  Ckilours,  Uues,  Tints,  and  Kliades.    Price  30s. 

Vi$   iptindpleK    of    90eauts    in    CTolouring    tfstftematiM.      OcUvo. 

14  Coloured  Diagranis.    Second  Kdltlon.    Price  Km. 

jffkfit  ipdnripless  of  i^smmetdcal  Ideauts*     PoHt  Octavo.    100  Platen. 

Price  te. 

0tt  tjfte  i^ence  of   t]bo5(e  ]^toport{onf  b^  tobicft  tit  Vfunian  fifeall 

and  Coont«nanre,  as  r«iirewnt«d  in  Ancient  tin^k  Art,  are  distliigM.slie4  trtmi  IJi'jm 
of  ordinary  Ntttur*.    Uoyal  Quarto.    9U  Plal«s.    Price  SWs. 


'*  In  M>  fsr  as  w«  know,  Mr  Hay  is  Ibe  flnt  and  only  mi>d*m  artttt  who  lias  ent^irrf  upon  tlw  sCody 
•f  ttieae  snbjeets  wlthfiut  th«  traottt fls  of  |«cJiidirH»  and  authfirlnr.  Hftilnir  a«kl«  tb*  urdinane^  »4 
aHlrion,  as  w«li  as  the  dirte  i/t  apenjlation.  Im*  hfis  wMiclit  the  f /uiiiUilon  of  iih  pmhmUm  in  tlm  pro- 
ptrtlts  of  lifflit,  and  in  the  l»w«  of  vlWiil  M;nMtiof»,  by  wblfth  tli*M  pr'#p»rtu-s  are  nrngnitt-d  and  nwdi- 
Md.    Tlia  truths  ti>  which  !•»  ha*  Mpit%\mii  are  fiinda«ii«Dtal  and  hri-'raitaU* :   aid  tli*  cmicIimImis 

«Udi  h«  bM  deduced  frnm  tliem  will  admit  tit  no  inodlftcatMrti  •Mii^  frrHn  Uet*  nr  fanlilon 

....  W«  bat«  derived  iIm  irr«at*-st  iibasiira  frdm  tl**  p*  ntml  tit  ilnse  wyrit*.  'I  !;«■>  are  imnpoMd 
«Mi  accars<7.  and  even  •lrf«n««.  Ills  tifAnitm*  and  viirw*  ar«  diatinetly  l<r«iiigtit  li^ht*  the  fteadar, 
md  stal«4  wtth  tbai  mttnty  whkb  fhamrlsTlMs  tmlm,  and  UuU  AnnnMe  wbkb  to4lMl«e  intfli.''^ 
•iB  Datio  BBMnm  In  the  lftffr<lr«fxA  tUrUm. 


le   '  Booki  PnbUtlied  Ij  ^Hlliam  Blackwood  and  Sou. 


JOHNSTOirS   PHTSICAL   ATLAS. 

*'  By  OBVOTINO  ▲  8IIVOLK  BOU«  TO  TUU  OOlTTSIiPLATI  iW  09  OUm  QLOBM  Df  TBB  OlOKAMA 

or  A  Physical  Atlas,  thc  stuobnt  will  witmbsb  thc  obandbub  orTHBTBSB* 

MBNT  IK  WHICH   HB   DWBLLS,  AND  WILL    NOT  PAIL  TO  APPBBCIATB   TBB  BBAUTIPCL 
CONCBPTION  OP  HUMBOLBT,  WHBM     HB    SPBAX8    OP    *  TBB  LIPB  OP  TMB  BABTB."*— 

irorth  BrUith  Reviao. 


The  Physical  Atlas.     A  Series  of  Maps 

and  Illustrations  of  the  Qeographical  Distribution  of  Natural  Pheno- 
mena.   By  Alexander  Keith  Johnstoiii  F.R.S.E.,  FJi.6^,  F.OiL, 

Geographer  at  Edinbui^h  to  her  Majesty.    In  Imperial  Folio,  half-bouwl 
russia  or  morocco,  price  i^lO,  lOs. 

*'  That  admirable  and  beautiful  publication. '*~<3<<N«nimen<  Qtclogical  Sttrvep. 

**  Their  Lordshipa  are  fully  sensible  of  the  ingenuitjr  and  extensive  infonnatioii  displajed  fai  this 
Atlas."— 7^  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  The  author  avails  herself  of  an  opportunity  of  expressing  her  admiration  of  the  aecuracy,  extent, 
and  execution  of  this  Atlas,  and  of  tlie  valuable  information  it  contains,  wiileh  has  afforded  her  thi 
greatest  assistance." — Mrs  StrmerviUe's  Phpsicai  Oeographp. 

"  You  have  rendered  a  moi>t  essential  service  to  the  dissemination  of  a  knowledge  of  ooanograpby."— 
The  Baron  Von  IIumboldL 

**  We  know  of  no  work  of  which  the  methods  are  so  well  fitted  for  the  instruction  of  tboes  who  oome 
ignorantly  to  the  subject."— QMarterijf  Review. 

**  Embodies  tlie  materials  of  many  volumes,  the  results  of  long  years  of  research :  and  exhibits  tht 
most  valuable  thouglits  of  the  most  distinguisbed  men  of  tlie  age  pictured  visibly  to  the  ^ye."— 
Edinburgh  Rtvurtc. 

"  Tlie  book  before  us  is,  in  short,  a  graphic  cydopasdia  of  the  Sciences — an  AtUs  of  human  knowledge 
done  into  mnps." — Athemeum. 

*'  One  of  the  best  and  most  practical  works  for  sdentiAc  navigation  tliai  lias  for  a  long  time  oobb 
under  our  notice."— <SA^;>/n;(^  ami  Mercantile  Gazette. 

"  No  study  more  agreeable  can  be  conceived  than  an  Athu  of  Maps  of  this  kind.  There  is  no  depart* 
meiit  in  all  the  vast  region  of  which  we  have  been  writing,  but  has  iU  appropriate  illustratton.  Fivm 
tlie  depths  of  the  ocean  to  tlie  licighu  of  the  atmosph^e,  the  whole  theatre  in  which  God  conducts  oar 
drama  of  animated  natui-e  is  exposed.  We  shall  turn  to  the  largest  and  most  numerous  works  of  this 
kind  with  which  science  has  lately  obliged  the  world— the  superb  *  Physical  Athu*  of  Jolinston— and 
endeavour  to  explain  the  series  of  panoramas  of  air,  water,  earth,  and  organic  existence  which  its  sue* 
ceMive  plates  present  to  us.'*— DuMtn  Universitp  Magazine. 

"  It  is  a  gigantic  monument  of  the  genius  of  science  of  the  present  day."— A'cie  YoHt  LUerarp  World. 

II. 

The  Physical  Atlas.     Reduced  from  the 

Imperial  Folio.  For  the  Use  of  Colleges,  Academies,  and  Fauiilies.  By 
A.  Keith  Johnston,  F.R.S.E.,  &c.  &c.  This  Edition  contains 
TWENTY-FIVE  MAPS,  including  a  PAL^EONTOLOGICAL  and 
GEOLOGICAL  MAP  of  the  BRITISH  ISLANDS.  With  Descriptivb 
Letterpress,  and  a  vert  Copious  Index.  In  Imperial  Quarto,  hand- 
Bomoly  hound,  half-morooco,  price  £'2, 128.  6d. 

"  Thto  Atlas  is  executed  with  remarkable  care,  and  h  as  accurate,  and,  for  all  educational  purpojwe, 
n<«  valuable  a^  the  splendid  large  work  (by  the  same  author)  which  has  nsw  a  European  rcpubitiou.*' — 
Echrtic  Ri-view. 

'*  We  do  not  remember  a  contribution  to  School  Lihmries,  and  to  the  resources  of  School  and  Uni- 
versity Tenclicrs,  in  all  n-spects  so  important  as  tlie  book  now  iM^foreuH," — Kxaminer. 

**  Wo  would  8,1V  R  word  to  our  fair  reaflorn.  Ilitliurto  works  on  the  physical  sciences  required  so 
much  study— their  abstract  truths  were  so  diflirult  to  those  ii\lio  luid  not  Kone  through  a  previ«>us  kaW- 
rioiis  preparation,  tliat  few  ltulie<t  stieined  to  delifirlit  in  tlie  |>aths  of  Mrs  Somerville.  ISut  now  the  waj 
b  opon— a  broad,  an  easy,  a  delightful  way— whereby  they  may  travunte  the  ways  of  natiu*«  with  a  rail- 
way  k^H-ed,  and  acquire  more  kuowMve  of  the  phenomena  of  our  vlobo  in  a  week,  than  was  ei\Jojwd 
St'uie  time  ago  after  the  lab«)ur  of  a  life  of  persevering  Inquiry." — Dublin  Mail. 

"To  th»  scholar,  to  the  studunt,  and  to  the  already  Lirge  yet  daily  incronsing  multitude  of  inquir- 
ers who  cultivate  natimd  xcicnce.  the  Phy$ieal  Atlas  is  a  treomre  uf  incalculable  value.  It  brings 
before  the  mind's  eve  in  one  grand  panoramic  view,  and  in  a  fonii  Hear,  definite,  and  easily  cusb- 
nrehensible,  all  the  UveU  at  present  known  relative  to  the  grtat  subjeou  of  which  it  treats,  aud  nugr 
Im  regarded  as  a  lucid  epitome  of  a  thuwiand  scattered  volumes,  more  or  less  iatrlnsioally  valualile,  of 
wliicb  it  contains  tlie  heart  and  sufastanoe.*'— iMadkaeMNr#  Magazint. 
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MAPS   FROM   JOHNSTON'S   PHYSICAL   ATLAS, 

SOLD  SEPARATELY  FOR  THE  USB  OP 

SCHOOLS     AND     LECTURE-ROOMS. 


"  Thb  wa?it  or  80CII  ah  atuh  fo&  schools,  Ac.  I  havb  roR  tbars  RBomrmD  Dumnro  mt 

OODRBKS  OP  LKCTURB8  OM  PHYSICAL  OKOORAPHV.**— Prcj/iiMOr  JameWfi.  "  ThS  ORKATSST  BOON 
THAT  HAS    BVSR   BBRH   COXPKRRKD    CPOX     THB   OBOORAPHICAL    BDUCATfON    OP   TH8    BAiPIRB."— 

Ptt^'$$or  Pitlans.    **  To  tub  rising  genkration,  in  whosb  bducation  thbsr  subjbcts  cannot 

WBLL  BB  NBOLKCTKD,  WHERE  A.NV  PRBTEMSION  IS  MADB  TO  KKBP  PACB  WITH  THB  INTBLLBCTITAL 
PROGRESS  OP  THB  TIMES,  THEKE  MAPS  WILL  THROW  NEW  AND  POWBRPUL  INTER BBT  INTO  THB 
BTOOY  OP  OBOGRAPHY." — PhUotOfhical  MtUJOZtnt.      **  Ho  GOOD  TEACHER  COULO  TESIRB  A  BBTTBR 

WORK  TO  LBCTDRB  PROM." — TaWi  Ma»jazine, 


MOUNTAIN  SYSTEMS  OF  EUROPE £0    7    6 

GEOLOGICAL  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  GLOBE,      -  •  -  -  015    0 

MOUNTAIN  CHAINS  IN  EUROPE  AND  ASIA,    -  -  -  -  0    7    6 

MOUNTAIN  CHAINS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA.       •  -  -  -  0    7    6 

MOUNTAIN  CHAINS  IN  SOUTH  AMERICA,        -  -  -  -  0    7    6 

MAP  OF  *rUE  GLACIER  REGIONS, 0  10    6 

PHENOMENA  OF  VOLCANIC  ACTION. 0  10    6 

COMPARATIVE  VIEWS  OF   REMARKABLE   GEOLOGICAL    PUENO- 

MENA. 076 

PALiKONTOLOGICAL    AND    GEOLOGICAL    MAP    OF    THE    BRITISH 

ISLANDS.  (2  Sheets,)  -..-..- 

PHYSICAL  CHART  OF  THE  ATLANTIC  OCEAN, 
.,  „  INDIAN  OCEAN, 

PACIFIC  OCEAN. 

TIDAL  CHART  OF  THE  BRITISH  SEAS, 

RIVER  MAP  OF  EUROPE  AND  ASIA,       -  -  -  . 

RIVER  MAP  OP  AMERICA. 

MAP  OF  ISOTHERMAL  LINF^S, 

CHART  OF  THE    GEOGRAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION    OF   THE    CUR- 
RENTS OF  AIR, 

HYETOORAPHIC  OR  RAIN  MAP  OF  THE  WORLD,     - 

OR  RAIN  MAP  OP  EUROPE. 
CHART  OF  THE  POLARISING  STUUCTURE  OF  THE  ATMOSPHERE, 

MAP  OF  BOTANICAL  GEOGRAPHY, 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  FOOD  PLANTS, 

MAMMIFKROUS    ANIMAI^    OF    THE    ORDERS 
QUADRUMANA,     -  ... 

„  „  CARNIVOROUS  ANIMALS, 

„  „  ANIMAI^S    OF    THE    ORDERS    RODENTIA    AND 

RUMINANTIA. 

BIRDS, 

REPTILES 

ETHNOGRAPHIC  MAP  OF  KirUOPK. 

„  MAP  OF  BRITISH  ISLANDS, 

Bach   Hap   Is   •ccoaip«nl«4    bjr    ljsll«rpr«M   Dsscrlplloa. 
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The  Four  DivUumt  of  the  Phynietil  Ath$  are  $ohl  ecpuratffjf,  vix, : — 

GEO  LOG  Y| 10  Mspi.  siiil  I.iiit«r|irBM,  hslf  bouml  morocoo,            •  £4  14  6 

HYDROGRAPHY,    -   -  d  MnpsMiMi  ictun*!^.              do.           •         •  S  8  o 

METEOROLOGY,     •    -    6  AIup,  sml  I^tteriirM,                 do.             •           •  1  17  6 

NATURAL   HISTORY,    »  Mai«,  swl  UUsrpr«s.                do.             .          -  4   5  « 
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WOBKS 

on 

AGBieULTUBE  AHO  BUBAL  ECOIiOMY 

PUBLISH  CD   BY 

WILLIAK     BLACKWOOD     AHD     80HS 

EDINBURGH    AND    LONDON 


THE    POUESTER.    A  Practical  Treatise  on  the   Forma- 

tion,  Drminlng,  and  Fencing  of  Plantations;  tha  Planting,  Bearing,  and  BfaoagvuMnt  of 
Forest  Trees ;  ttie  Cutting  and  PreparaUon  of  Wood  for  Sale :  with  an  Improred  Proces 
for  the  Tmnaplontation  of  Trees  of  Laige  She.  By  Jamet  Brown,  Forester,  Amistoo. 
A  New  Edition,  greatly  enlarged,  with  109  Illustrations  engraved  on  wood,  ia  demy 
8to,  price  21s. 

*'  By  a  person  who  has  for  fifteen  years  had  his  attention  almost  entirely  directed  to  the  rearing  of 
fbrest  trees,  and  whose  obsenrations  are  conveyed  in  a  clear  and  readily  ititeUigilile  manner.  Tlie  sub- 
ject is  methodically  treated  of  in  all  its  departments,  from  the  laying  out  of  the  ground,  the  fencing  any 
draining,  to  the  cutting  down  of  the  trees,  and  ttie  manner  in  whidi  the  wood  ou^t  to  be  prepared  for 
the  taaxkMt."— Scottish  Farmer, 

**  Mr  James  Brown,  the  forester  at  Amiston,  near  Dalkeith,  has  published  his  views  of  th«  nilijtct  ia 
a  sensible,  concise,  and  useful  manner:  and  we  can  now  refer  to  his  volume  as  th»  hook  to  ba  reooin> 
mended.'*~G^nfefi«r«'  Chronide, 


AeRICUITURAl     PHYSIOLOGY,     Animal    and    Vege- 

tablcL  An  attempt  to  give,  in  popuhur  langiisge,  an  outline  of  the  leading  prtodplee  of 
the  Physiology  of  Animals  and  Plants,  paying  most  attention  to  thoee  prindplce  whidi 
bear  upon  the  art  of  the  Manufacturer  of  Animal  and  Vegetable  Food.  By  T*  lisdlfj 
Kemp,  M.D.     In  small  8vo,  with  numerous  lUustratioas.    Price  Os.  6d. 

**  The  work  before  us  is  a  portable  oompendinra,  designed  for  the  use  of  practical  agricultaiisls,  and 
teaching  the  structure  of  the  organs,  and  their  functions,  of  the  animal  kingdom.  The  Uttle  book  is  a 
model  of  condensation,  embodying  Information  as  intensely  interesting  as  it  is  profoundly  oeeful.  It  h 
plainly  written,  the  lie^t  nuthorities  cited,  and,  where  plates  or  diagrams  are  necessary  to  azplaia  the 
text,  they  are  well  and  abundantly  given.**— SfU*«  L\/i, 


PRACTICAL  YENTILATION  as  applied  to  Public,  Domes- 

tic,  and  Agricultural  Structures.  Being  an  elucidation  of  Pbins,  and  soggeatkms  of  aeiy 
application,  fur  ventilating  every  species  of  Architectural  Structure;  with  Rsmarics  oa 
Heating,  Construction  of  Fire-places,  Cure  of  Smoky  Chhnneys;  and  an  Appendix,  on 
the  Ventilation  of  Ships,  SteamboaU,  and  Hallway  Carriages.  By  B.  S.  Boxil,  Engi- 
neer.    Crown  Octavo,  price  68. 

"  By  far  the  most  practical  treatise  on  ventilation  and  wanning  that  we  have  met  with.  .  .  .  Po 
simple  nnd  practical  in  the  plans  it  recommends  tluit  none  can  fail  to  understand  them,  or  need  be 
in  any  wny  alarmed  :it  the  expense  of  carrybig  thcra  out."— OUujfoie  ConstUutUmaL 

**  We  commend  the  work." — Mark  Lane  Express. 

**  An  excellent  manual." — Morning  Chronicle. 

**  A  more  wortliy  aud  excellent  plan  could  not  have  been  conceived  or  better  executed.'*— Ckirfiilf 
PatrioL 


THE   JOURNAL    OF    AGRICULTURE,    and  the  Trans- 

actions  i>f  the   lliglilsnd  snd  Airicultural  Society  of  Scothind.     Published  QiMrtariy 
Annual  Subscription,  Twelve  ShiL'.ngs.    Contpleto  Sets  may  be  had,  vis  :— > 

Ol»  Sbribs,  1828-4.^,  SI  vok.,  cloth,  lettered £3    8    0 

New  SsBiaa,  1}143-61, 8  vols.     do.       da   S    9    0 
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PROFESSOR     JOHNSTON'S    WORKS. 

EXPERIMENTAL   AGRICULTURE.      Being  tbe  Results 

of  Put.  and  mggMtions  for  Future,  ExperimenU  in  6ciaDti6e«iuMl  Prmetical  AgrknltBVtk 

By  James  F.  W.  Johnston,  F.R.SS.  L.  &  E.,  &c   in  Ocuto,  price  te. 

"  A  very  Tftluable  book  for  tbe  agriculturist,  bolb  a«  a  warning  and  as  agnide.  ....  It  boD^ 
by  the  combination  ot  acienoe  and  practice  liice  that  exhibited,  that  Britiah  fanning  can  ■aceeMfuiliy 
eompete  with  tbe  altered  state  of  the  world.*'— ^pertofor. 

**  WboeTer,  in  fine,  wishes  to  obtain  a  succinct  and  satisfactory  account  of  all  that  has  been  done  In 
the  Add  <d  agricultural  experiment  during  the  last  eight  or  nine  yean,  given  in  such  a  form  as  to 
indiette  at  onee  the  nature  of  the  results  that  hare  been  obtained  by  the  application  of  each  perticokr 
snbatance,  has  now,  in  this  volume,  tbe  means  of  readily  obtaining  all  tlie  infonnation  that  he  can 
feqniie ;  while  every  one  who  intends  to  institute  experiments  in  future  will  find  in  it  the  ncceanry 
f.fgirt-««"*  and  directions,  with  infonnation  as  to  what  has  already  been  acoompUihcd.— **— £ceUi» 
Farmer, 

LECTURES  ON   AGRICULTURAL   CHEMISTRY   AND 

Geology.    A  New  Edition,  in  One  large  Volume  octavo,  price  24s. 

This  Edition,  besides  embracing  the  researches  of  other  dicmists,  contains  tbe  result  of 
nearly  9000  analyses,  in  connection  with  Scientific  Agriculture,  made  in  the  LaboratOKj 
of  tbe  Author  since  tbe  pnblicatioa  of  the  former  l-Ulition,  and  exhibits  a  faDriew  of  tbt 
actual  state  of  our  knowledge  upon  this  important  branch. 

**  A  valuable  and  interesting  eoone  of  Lectures." — QuarUrif  Bevint, 

**  Hie  most  complete  acooui.t  of  Agricultaral  Cbemirtry  we  parnesi  "—Ropal  Afrriadhtrat  JimrmaL 

**  Un4|uestionably  the  moat  imfortant  eontrfbation  ttiat  has  recently  been  made  to  popular  science, 
and  destined  to  exert  an  extensively  beneficial  iuflocnce  In  this  country."— SitfiMonV  ^aieriam  Journal 
qfSeitna,  {Met.  €^Uu  Amtricaa  EdUiom.) 

**  A  pcdeet  storcbouM  of  djemistry,  geology,  and  agrieultuial  adeoet.'*'Speetatar. 

III. 

ELEMENTS  OF  AGRICULTURAL  CHEMISTRY   AND 

Geology.    A  New  Edition,  greatly  ^larged,  price  4s. 

**  The  style  is  deli^irhtliony  dear,  tl**  facts  fanporlaot,  and  brwght  to  bear  on  the  daily  basinesB  of  tte 
farmer's  Um  with  startliog  cfleci."— ifriiamtto. 

**  Notliing  hitherto  publiilMd  l^as  at  all  «<]uaned  it,  both  as  regards  true  sdenee  a&d  sound  commoo 
■ense." — Q/iiriniw  Journal  vf  A*fricmUwrt. 

**  Of  ah  the  difbrent  works  wtitdi  Lave  latehr  bees  puUldicd  on  tbe  Chemistry  of  AgrlcuKnre,  tliai 
now  before  ns  appears  io  U  moet  Ukdy  to  W  of  teal  service  to  Uie  praetical  mao."— itenfowry' 
IfdpdLttee. 

A    CATECHISM    OF    AGRICULTURAL    CHEMISTRY 

acd  G«t4<igy.    A  X«w  Edition,  being  the  27th,  entirdy  re-written,  price  \m. 

**  We  wooM  reownMftd  every  farmer  in  Britain,  let  his  knowledge  of  agrieuHore  be  extended  or 
limited,  to  proeun  a  '«pf  *4  Umi  *  «te«l  ism  Ijr  hinadf ;  and  this  recommendation  we  would  ■upp'jrt  by 
ttie  facts,  that  tlie  mteuyjtm  *d  ti^e  i'^miM  are  apt  t#^  get  rusty— •>  mudj  rj.  that  a  little  rabUng  up 
■my  be  Mxi>eary :  wt.^  tJ^  ubiiotikled,  urAware  of  tl4  science  of  agncultural  chevMrv,  ty  a  aiuiple 
femsal  will  be  aUe  V/  4'tmjnw  M  deari/,  subd  o^cwld  hs  prlndples  to  obtain  the  hirtHet  advaolMt  te 
tl»«msdv«L*'— i^4**/>>k  A'jrUidiMriM,  " 

-  I>a  W^mnt  4e  ^  |««U  !«»»  <f^MM,  wjm  m  tfrvtam  certains,  k  plus  d'on  leeteor  prattqot.  dat 
fndwfJtM  '^w  i^*.  Um'^i  Mri^*jr*'Af  1*  <a«Me  4m  ujt^^jm^fitrt  «t  des  socccs  kpr*M^H  en  agneoHsve; 
nm^tAt  O'^  ax^  >>HAr  ^ni^^iia  )^  J  u^mt^  rowhue  wi  hawrd  on  a  des  drucmslaacaB  tout  k  lait  tjwa- 

ON   ni  ^M  OF   UME   IN   AGRICULTURE.      In 

-  I4r  **i-  ..*.-.*-.  .-  -.^^r^^.    k.^ufUM^  tl44  <M  U  eaid  of  Hme  as  a  manme  k  statsd,  nd 

i«  .^.u*-.  ^ '-V     '  :'.v^. .-*...  /  w  u-  -  M,*de  w,'h  «^*fui«»J  certitnde.  ani  verified  by  pmdnrti^ 

'*■*"'•     -  -  *  •'\-.-:^-   "     '' V^*;/;  'f  *-*i*rii^  ai^  uaiiigot*  of  thebaetandmoBiunivenal^y 


rf/yiS1tJi>^i,V/^v:  'io  .VJhNTJFJC  AGRICTLTOIE.    8to,  Ga.  6d. 
la^riiK^fU  ANALYSIS  OF  SOILS.    8m  U 
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Books  FnUUhed  hj  WHliim  Blidtwood  aad  Sou. 


In  two  volumes  royed  800,  price  £3,  hamUomefy  bound  m  cloth^ 


W      EDITION      OF 


OF 


DKTAILINO  THB  LABOURS  OF  THB 

PABMER,   FARM-STEWARD,    PLOUGHMAN,    SHEPHERD, 

HEDQER,   CATTLE-MAN,   FIELD-WORKER, 

AND    DAIRY-MAID; 

AND   FOBMINQ 

A  SAFE   MONITOR   FOR   STUDENTS   IN    PRACTICAL   AQRICULTURE. 

BY 

HENRY  STEPHENS,   F.R.S.E. 


Tlila  Edltloa  to  Miftrclir  r«wrltlMi,  aadl  vmbrae**  cTvrjr  reecat  appUcatUMi  of 
SclcaM  lo  Affrleaienrci  It  to  lUaBtrafcd  wlfh  PORTRAITS  or  AXIMAL*  palat*4 
froai  tha  Ufa.  aagraTad  oa  Stert  by  THOMAS  I^WDIICER  aad  othrrat  aad  wltto 
•00  BWaMAVINCm  OM  YVOOD  by  BRAWSTOiV.  repraacatlaff  tba  pHadpal  VtoM 
Oparatloas,  ImpteaMato,  aa4  Aalaiato  liaalad  of  la  tha  1%'ark. 


8UBJSCTS    TREATED    OF    IV    THE    BOOK    OP    THE    PABX. 


INITIATION. 


OW  THB  BBitT  OP  TRC  KXtlTrNO  MKTHODS  FOB 
ACQUIRINO  A  THOROUGH  RlfOWLBDGR  OW 
PRACTICAL  HU8RANDRY. 

DirricuLTriM  thb  pupil  has  to  KwrouKrrRR  in 

LRARNINO  PRACTICAL   HUSBANDRY,  AND  OH 

THB    MRANS  OP  OVERCOMING  THRM. 
TRB   DIPPKRBNT    KINU8   OP    PARMINQ,    AND    ON 

8KL8CTING  THE  ERST. 
PBB80N8  nK<lUIRBD  TO    CONDITCT  AND   BXBCITTB 

THB  LABOUR  OP  THB   PARM. 


OH 


MOST    APPIJ. 


ON 


ON 


THK  BRANCRRS  OP  BCIBNCB 
CARLK  TO  AORICULTURR. 
TMR  INSTITUTtOVS  OF  BOrCATION 
BiriTRD  TO  AGRICULTURAL  STUORNTS. 
THR  BVII^  ATTENDINO  THE  NRGLBGT  OF 
LANI>0«VNERfl  AND  OTHBHI  TO  I.BAKX 
PRACTICAL  AGRICI.'LTURE. 
ON  OB8RRV1NO  THB  DETAILS  AND  KBrOB,Dr3Ca 
THB  FACTft  OP  FAB.MINO  BT  TBB  AOMJCVI.- 
TURAL  STUDENT. 


PRACTICE. 


SUMMARY    OF  TRB     PIRLD-OPBRATTONS    AND  OF 

THR  WEATHER   IN   WINTER. 
PLOUGH.  SWINO-TRERH,  AND   PLorOR -HARNESS. 
PLOUGH INO  AND   PLOrOHINO-MATCHER. 
PLOrOHINO  DIFPRRENT   PORMh  OP  RIDGRS. 
PLOUOHINO    RTURRLR   AND    LRA    OROUND. 
OOCOPATION  OP   THR   ATEADINO    IN    WINTRR. 
PULLIMO     AND       HTORINO      TURNII'S,     UANOOf.D- 

WrnXRI.,     CARROTS,     PARHNIPK.     AND     CAB- 

RAOR,    FOR    C'ONSl'MPTIOM    IN    WINTER. 
TARIETIBA   OP  Tt'KNII^    (  ri.TIVATRO. 
PBEOINO   OP   HHREP  ON    TI'HNIPS   IN    WINTRR. 
ACCOMMODATION      APPORDRD       TO      CATTLE      IN 

WINTER    RV  THE   S-'KADINl). 
ABABINO   ANO   FATTBNINU    OP  CATTLB  Off  TUT- 

fflFB   IN   iriNTBR. 


COVSTRUTTION  OP  RTARLRS     FOR    FARM-IIORSVSi. 
TRRATMKNT  OP    FARM-HOR8RS   IN    WINTBR. 
TREATMENT    OK    THB     FAR.MKK's     BAOI>iJ|     AN» 

IIARNRHHHORSR    IN    WINTKR. 
FATTRMNO   op   ftWINE    IN    WINTER. 
TRKATMKNT  OF    POWI,«   IN    WIVTKR. 
RATIONAI.R   OK    TUK    FRRDINO   •>F   AVIMALB, 
ArCOM^IODATrON    OP    THB    GRAIN    CHO»^    IX    THB 

hTr.AiilSii 
THRAMHINH   AND   WIVNOWINil   OF  ORAIX. 
FORM   NO      OK       DI'.NUIIII.I.ii      AND     10Ml>0^TB     lit 

WI.VTRH. 
LIQUID     MANTRP,     AND    T'»R     COVHT"  VCTIOIt    OP 

I.IQriD-MAM  RR  7ANK8  AND  tARTA. 
RBA-WRRD   AH   MANURE. 
OAULTIMO  OR  CLAYING  TUB  SOIL. 
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81 


sp&iiro. 


•VMVAllY  OP  THS  PTBLD'OPRRATIONS  AND  Of 
THB   VrSATHKR   i:«  8PRIMO. 

AOTAKTAOKH  OP  HA  VINO  PIBI.D-VPOIIK  ALWAYS 
l?r    A  STATIC    OP   PORVTARONSSS. 

CALri.VO  OP  COWS. 

HfUCINO  OP  COWS. 

XBARINO   OP   CALVRS. 

•OWING  OP  SPRING   WRRAT. 

DRILLING   UP  OF   LAND. 

SOWING  OP  OATS— BKANS— PBABK — TARBS. 

mOLLINO  OP   LAND. 

TRJiNHPLANTIVO  OP  TUR.VIP- BULBS  POR  PRO- 
DUCING SB  BD. 


LT'CRRNB. 

SAINFOIN. 

LAMRIVO   OP   EWRS. 

CROHSrLOl'OHING    LAND. 

RIBPINO    LAND    FOR    THB  SBB]>-PtmmOir. 

SOWIVO   OP   ORASW-&BBD3. 

SOWING   OP    BARLBV. 

TURNING   OK    DrNGHILLS. 

PLANTING   UP     rOTATOKS. 

PARING   AND    RL'RNIVO   THB   8URPACB. 

parhowing  OF  suns. 

HATCHING  OP    FOWLS. 


8VMMB&. 


SUMMARY  OP  THB  PIRLD-OPBRATIONS  AND  OP 
THB  WBATHBR    IN   SUMMRR. 

ON  THB   BAY   UIVBN   TO    PARM-HORflBS. 

BOWING  AND  SUMMBR  TRBATMRNT  OP  PLAZ 
— HBMP — HOPS — TURNIPS — KOHL-RABI — THB 
CANBAGB  —  MANOOLD-WURZKL — THB  CAR- 
ROTS—  PARSNIPS —  RAPB —  BUCKWUBAT  — 
SUNPLOWKR — MADIA— A.NO    MAIZB. 

THB  RATIONALB  OP  THB  GBRHl.VATION  OP 
SBRDS. 

ON  SOWING  BROADCAST,  DRTLLBD,  AND  DIRRLRD 
— THICK  AND  THI.V — AND  AT  DIPPBRBNT 
DBPTHS. 

RBPAIRING   THB   PRNCB8  OP   PASTtTRB-PIRLDS. 

DISPOSAL  OP  THB  PAT  8HBBP— AND  PAT  CATTLB. 

MARBS  POALINO. 

PABTUHINO  OP  8HBBP  AND  CATTLB  IN   SUMMBR. 


TRBATMRNT   OP    RI'LLS   IN  SUMMBR. 

WRAMNG   OP   CALVES. 

PASTURING  op  FARM-HORSRS  IN   BUMMBm. 

SOILING  OP   STOCK  ON    PORAOB   PLANTS. 

WASHING    AND   SHRARINO    OF    8HBBP. 

ROLLING   OP  PL8BCBS,  AND  ON  TBB  qrALITT  OP 

SUMMRR   CULTURB  OP   BKANS  AND  PRABB. 

WRANING    OP    LAMBS. 

DRAFTING  OP    RWRS  AND  OIMMBR8. 

MARKING  OP  SUBBP. 

HAY-MAKING. 

SUMMRR    CULTTfRR  OP    WRKAT — BARLBY — OATS 

—  RYR — AND   POTATOBS. 
SUMMRR   FALLOW. 
RBAPING  OP  TURNIP-SBRD. 
MAKING  BUTTBR  AND  CUBB8B. 


AVTUMir. 


SUMMARY    OP    THB  PIBLD-OP8RATI0N8     AND  OP 

THB  WKATHRR   IN   AUTUMN. 
BOWING   OP    THB    8TONB    TURNIP,  AND    ON    THB 

SOWING  OP  TUR.NIP   POR  SBBD. 
•OWING    OP    WINTBR     TARBS — RAPB — CRIMSON 

CLOVBR — BOKHARA     CLOVBR — RBD    CLOVBR 

POR    8BRD — AND   ITALIAN   RYB-GRASS. 
PICKING  AND   DRYING  OP   HOPS. 
SOWING  OP  WINTRR   RRAN8. 
PULLING,  STKRFINO,  AND   DRYING  OP  PLAX  AND 

HRMP. 
BBAPING  WHRAT,    BARLBY,  OATS,   RYR,   BRANS, 

PBARB     AND     TARBS     WHKN      OROW.N      POK 

SRRD. 
CARRYING  AND  STACKING  OP  WHEAT,    BARLBY, 

OATS,    BBANS,   AND    PRASR. 
REAPING  BUCKWHBAT,  SUNFLOWER,  AVD  MAIZR. 


THB  COMMO.N  JBRUSALBM  ARTICHOKE. 

RIRDS  DBKTRUCTIYR  TO  THE   GRAIN-CROPS. 

PUrriNG  THB  TUPS  TO  THB    BWBS. 

BATHING    AND   SMRARI.VU   OP   SHBBP. 

LIFTING   POT  A  TORS. 

STORING   POTATOES. 

SOWING      WHEAT,      BARLEY,     AND        PBASB      IN 

AUTUMN. 
SOWING      SEVERAL     VARIETIES    OP     GRAIN     TO- 

GRTHKR. 
PIJiNTING   POTATOES  IN   AUTUMN. 
THB    KFFKCTS  OF   SPBCIAL   MANUBB8. 
ROTATION    OF   CROl'S. 
PRRTIL'TV   OF   KIIILS. 
DISPOItAL   OF    THB    FAT   PIG8. 
MANAOKMRNT  OF    FOWLS. 
ANIMALS  DRSTRUCTIVB  TO   POULTRY. 


REALISATION. 


DIPPBRB.VCBS   IN  THB   PHYSICAL   GEOGRAPHY  OP 

FARMS. 
CLIMATE  AND   ITS   BFPBfTS. 
THB  JirOHINO   OF   I.AVri. 
ESTIMATING   THE    RENT   OP   A    FARM. 
THB    MOOR   OP   OFFRRING    FOR    A    FAKM. 
NRGOTIATINO   THK   (OVRNANTS   OP   THB   LRASE. 
BNTRHINO    TO    A    FAHM. 
THR   i»TorKIN»  OF   A    F*«M. 
CHOOSING     THR      SITK,     ON      nirfl.MVO,     AND     ON 

THE    RXPENMES    OF    BRRt.TING     THE    STXAO- 

IN«. 
THB   PAHM-HOUnR. 
OOTTAOKS    FOR    FAN  WNNR  VA  NTR. 
INSURANI-B   AGAINST   FINN    AVIl   DrMRASB. 
THB   f>RINCIPLBS  UP   BNCl.iWURB,  A.VU  ON  BURL- 

TBR. 


THB       PLANTING      AND      RBARI.NO      OP     THORN- 
HP  IMiKH. 
THR    RI.MLUING  OP   STONR-PBNCB8. 
WIIIK   KRNi  hH. 

BMS%NKINO    AGAINST   RIVULRTB. 
CONhTRITTION    OF    FIELD  UATRB. 
DH.\IV|VG   <tF    I. A  Nil. 
IMf'HOVlNG    WA»>TK    LAND. 
TRENCH    AMI   HlH-.HOIL    I'Ullf'.HINO. 
LIMISO   OF    l.%Nli. 
POHMINO    W4TKN   MEAIiOWS. 
IRHlii  \f  ION. 

THKiniKNT  OF   DR  A  I'GIIT  STALLIONS. 
RIIKAKINO  IN  OP    VOItNO    DRAI  GHT-HORSn. 
NNRAKINU  IN    VulVSG   ft ADDLK-HORhRA. 
TNAiNINII    A^liWOHKIMi  TM E  SH RPHBR0*8   OOOi 
NLAi'llHTkRINU  OXEN,  SHBBP,  AND  PIUS. 


2S 


Boob  PaUiihad  by  WflUam  Blackwood  and  iua. 


TUB  BOOK  or  TWB    Wi 


REALISATION— Oon<t»i««ci. 


THB  POrifTS  TO  BB  AtMBO  AT  IN  B&BBDINO 
THB    MOST  PBRFECT  FORMS  IN  LITB  STOCK. 

DB8CRIPTION  Of  THB  ANIMALS  WHOSB  POR- 
TRAITS ARB  OIVBN   IN  THB   PLATBS. 

ACCOUNT  OP  SOMB  OTHBR  BRBBOS  OP  CATTLB 
AND   BHBKP. 

THB   PIIINCIPLBS  OP  BRBBDINO. 

8BLBCTION  OP   PARKNTS  IN  BRBBDINO. 

BRBBDINO  IN-AND>IN. 

CROaSINO. 


HIRING  OP  PARM-BBRTANTI. 

WAOB8  OP  PARM'SBRTANTS. 

THB   PARM  SMITH,  JOINBR,  AND  lADDLBK. 

THB  CARB  DUB  TO  THB   IMPLBMBMTL 

MAKING   RXPBRIMBNTB  ON   TUB  PARJf. 

CORN-MARKBTS. 

PARM   B0OK-KB8P1N0. 

CONCLUDING     BZHORTATIOirB     TO     TBS      VOONW 

PARMBB. 
INDXZ. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  NOTICES  OP  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


Profeuor 
**  The  best  piacttcal  book  I  have  erer  met  with." 


Johnston. 


Timei. 

**  We  assure  agricultural  vtudents  that  they  will  derive  both  pleJunrt  and  profit  ftom  a  dlliimt  per- 
uial  of  this  clear  directory  to  rural  labour.  The  experienced  fanner  will  pcriiiHpe  think  that  Mr  Stephens 
dwells  upon  some  matters  too  simple  or  too  trite  to  need  explanation;  but  we  regard  thte  as  a  (salt 
loaning  to  virtue's  side  in  an  instructional  book.  The  young  are  often  ashamed  to  ask  for  an  explaaa- 
tion  of  simple  things,  and  are  too  often  discouraged  by  an  indolent  or  supercilious  teacher  if  they  do. 
But  Mr  Stephens  entirely  escapes  this  error,  for  he  indicate*  every  step  the  young  farmer  slionld  take, 
and,  one  by  one,  explains  their  several  bearings.  .  .  .  The  business  matter  of  a  farm  is  divided  by 
Mr  Stephens  into  f<»ur  ports,  each  bearing  the  name  of  the  season  that  influences  the  operations  that 
are  performed  in  it.  By  this  arrangement  every  operation  is  described  as  It  takes  its  turn  In  the  fields— 
described,  we  must  in  Jiutice  t»  the  author  observe.  In  so  detailed  and  perjipicuoas  a  narratiw,  that  ne 

attentive  reader  can  fail  to  compreliend  the  course  he  ought  In  practice  to  porme. 

We  have  thorauffhly  examined  these  volumes;  but  to  give  a  full  notice  of  tlieir  varied  and  valMable 
contents  would  occupy  a  laficer  space  than  we  can  conveniently  devote  to  their  discustion ;  we  tharefors, 
in  general  terms,  commend  them  to  the  careful  study  of  every  young  man  who  wishes  to  baeoma  a  good 
practical  farmer." 

Bdlior  of  Ajaerietaa.  Aoprint. 

**  No  farmer,  who  thhuU  for  knowledge  hinuelf,  or  who  aspires  to  liave  his  son  rise  *  to  the  true  port 
of  honour  * — the  dlgnifled  station  of  an  intellectual  and  accomplished  agricultorisi— can  Justiflablj  deny 
himself  such  a  work." 

The   Magnet. 

« It  is  one  of  the  chief  recommendations  of  thi^  work  Uiat  its  instnietions  are  both  clear  and  cooBpie- 
liensive,  so  tliat  they  are  quickly  understood  and  their  merits  appreciated ;  whilst  the  proAuion  of  excel- 
lent cuts  with  which  the  text  U  embellished  brings  tlie  subjects  treated  upon  Csiriy  under  the  farmerli 
observation.    There  are  few  books  of  so  high  a  character,  or  so  eminently  oseAil  as  this.** 

Varmert*  Magaxine. 

**  A  work,  the  excellence  of  which  is  too  well  known  to  need  any  remarks  of  oars.** 

InwemeM  Courier. 

*'  Mr  Stephens  has  tasked  himself  to  produce  a  great  vrork — tlie  most  splendid  we  posMSS  on  the  sab- 
Ject ;  and  his  title  hardly  conveys  the  full  extent  of  his  plan,  which  is  more  comprshcnsive  mod  kl^fy 
finiihed  than  any  other  rural  cydopsedia  we  possess." 

Bell*B  Metseng^r. 

**  Rxhibiting  in  every  page  the  combination  of  large  cx)>erience,  extensive  observation,  and  a  eolti- 

rated  mind One  of  the  most  unique  and  valuable  worlu  to  be  found  within  tha  range  td 

agricultural  literature." 

BeU«B  Ziife. 

**  We  know  of  no  single  agricultural  work  to  be  comp:ircd  with  tliis.  .  .  .  Nothing  can  bt  nore 
disinterestedly  earnest  than  our  recommendation  of  the  '  Book  of  the  Farm.* " 

Agricultural  Oasette. 

**  One  of  the  completcst  works  on  agriculture  of  wliich  our  hteratore  can  boast." 


Scottish 

"  A  most  accurate  and  useful  digest  of  all  that  has  been  A<«coria!ned  by  observation,  expniostnt.  and 
experience  in  relation  to  agriculture,  more  csfieoially  a^  coiultictcd  in  our  own  country.  By  very  many 
of  the  most  enlightened  and  enten>ritiini(  fitniicrtf  and  proprietor*  in  Scotland,  we  know  It  liiu  been  held 
In  the  ia«utest  estimation  ;  and  wvre  we  to  sevk  information  on  any  p:irticulAr  subject  connected  with 
rural  affairs,  it  is  certainly  the  book  to  wliidi  we  should  in  the  first  instance  refer." 

ITevrcaatle  JToumaL 

**  or  the  excellence  of  this  ngriculturnl  treatis?  there  can  l>e  but  one  opinion  ;  it  is  the  very  best  p(4»> 
licatitin  of  the  kind,  whether  ns  rorards  nrranK>'n)ent,  typofn^phy,  or  beauty  of  illustration.  Tlie  style 
is  adapted  to  the  subject— pkiin  and  concise.  Tho  work  prt>sents  at  once  the  accumulations  uf  i 
and  tho  discoveries  of  science." 

Bherboume   JToumaL 

'*  One  of  the  least  theoretical  of  any  of  the  numerous  works  on  scientific  agriculture.    If  It 
written  by  a  tenant-farmer  himself  its  lantnuure  couhl  not  have  been  pbUner,  or  its  operations  of  a  mora 

practical  character. Meanwhile,  we  recommend  it  to  the  earnest  attention  of  < 

eoiiuecttd  with  the  soIL" 


Pablifllied  by   William  Blackwood  and  Soxif .  S3 

A  TREATISE    ON   LAND    SURVEYING.     By  John 

Ainslie.  a  New  and  Enlarged  Edition,  embracing  Railway,  Military,  Marine,  and 
Geodetical  Surveying,  by  William  Galbralth,  M.A.,  F.R.A.S.  In  demy  8vo,  price 
21a.,  Willi  an  Atlas  of  Tliirty-two  Elngravings  on  Steel,  by  W.  Ac  A.  K.  Joh.mston,  and 
numerotu  Illustrations  Engraved  on  Wood,  by  R.  E.  BnANttroTr. 

'*  Th«  best  book  on  surveying  with  which  I  am  acquahited."— Wm.  RirTiTBRroRD,LL.D.,  F.R.A.S., 
Roifal  MUitarp  Academy,  Wodteich. 

**  The  work  of  one  who  knew  his  business  well.  .  .  .  The  only  one  in  our  language  from  which  all 
neceesary  information  may  be  obtained." — London  and  Kdin.  Phil,  Magaziw. 

**  I  hardly  expected,  from  the  title,  to  have  found  such  complete  directions  for  marine  sarreylng,  a 
bfBnch  of  tlM  sul^ect  that  has  been  too  little  attended  to,— especially  as  to  the  proper  observations  on  the 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tides.  I  should  like  to  see  tlie  book  in  every  midshipman's  berth  in  the  Royal  Navy." 
—Captain  Jouk  Washingto.v,  R.N.,  one  qf  the  AdmirtUty  Marine  Surveyors, 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO   METEOROLOGY.     Wherein 

the  I^ws  of  tlint  important  branch  of  Natural  Science  nre  explained  by  numerous  interest- 
ing Facts,  methodically  arranged  and  familiarly  descrilxd.  By  David  P.  TllOmsOlly 
M.D.    In  Octavo,  with  numeruus  Illustrations.    Price  12s.  Gd. 

'*  I  condder  it  a  most  valuable  treatise,  and  one  likely  to  become  popular  when  its  merits  are  made 
known  to  the  public"— Sfr  David  lircvestr. 

**  It  appears  to  me  ttiat  you  liavo  grappled  succeufully  with  your  subject,  and  produced  a 
nsefuland  valuablo  volume,  nnd  one  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  vrili  have  a  great  circulation,  if  only 
for  the  number  of  curious  and  interesting  facts  described  and  collected  in  it.** — Sir  John  ilerschel, 
Bart. 

**  We  borrow  these  refreshing  pas.«agcs  from  the  Introduction  to  Meteorology  of  Dr  Thomson— 
a  work  of  a  full  and  well-assnrtcd  mind — to  which  we  shall  often  refer  in  the  department  now  engaging 
our  attention."— I>u&///i  Univtrsittf  Mapazine. 

**  A  complete  treatise  on  the  subject,  including  all  the  latent  discoveries,  inventions,  and  improve* 
ments.    It  is  a  great  storehouse  of  fiicts  scientitically  and  carefully  arranged." — The  Economist. 


STEPHENS    ON    DRAINING.     A    Manual  of  Practical 

Draining.    IJy  Henry  Stephens,  Ksq..  P.R.S.E.,  Author  of  the  "  Book  of  the  Farm." 
Gd  Ilhistratious  on  Wood.    bvo.    Tliird  Edition.    5s. 

**  A  complete  manual  of  drahiing  in  nil  its  branches,  clearly  and  concisely  written ;  the  various 
systems  and  practices  in  use  are  fairly  di.'M:u8ifcd  and  commentetl  uiK>n,  their  peculiar  advantages  pointed 
otit,  and  their  applicability  to  the  various  descriptions  of  soil  sJiown.  The  method  of  construction  of 
the  different  drains  is  descril>ed,  their  rebttve  cost  summed  carefully  up,  with  plain  and  simple  direct 
tions  to  the  farmer  to  guide  liim  in  the  choice  of  the  particular  system  of  draining  he  should  adopt,  aa 
well  as  the  mode  in  which  it  should  be  done,"— Bolton  Free  Press. 


THE     WEST     OE     IRELAND  as  a  Field  for  Investment. 

By  James  Caird,  Fanner,  Boldoon,  Author  of  "  High  Fanning  under  Liberal  Cove- 
nants.'*   In  Octavo,  with  Map,  &c.,  price  6s. 

**  Written  by  an  experienceil  and  most  intelligent  agriculturist,  not  upon  hearsay  evidence  or  second- 
hand data,  but  upon  cnreful  observation  and  examination  of  the  nature  nnd  capabilities  of  the  soil.  Tlie 
opinions  the  nuthor  has  formed  arc  of  very  great  value,  and  his  conclusions  most  satisfactory  to  all 
interested  in  the  regeneration  of  Ireland,  by  means  of  properly-directed  industry,  supported  by  skill  and 
capital.**— BfWV  Li/e. 

'*  An  able  report,  which  bears  internal  evidence  of  a  disinterested  and  correct  Judgment.**'— Gardfttnv* 
Chroniclf. 

**  The  calm  and  deliberate  report  of  such  a  visitor  is  invaluable." — Martin  Boyle. 


SIR   HENRY    STEWART'S   PLANTER'S   GUIDE.    A 

New  Edition,  being  the  Third,  Enlarged  with  the  Author's  bist  Additions  and  Correc- 
tions ;  to  which  b  prefixed  a  Memoir  and  Portrait  of  the  Author.     In  8vo,  price  21s. 

"  His  now  and  improved  methods  will  ren)ain  a  lasting  monnment  of  the  xeal,  industry,  and  genius 
that  introducefl  them.  Wherever  ornament  nmken  any  |turt  uf  the  object  of  the  cultivator,  tlie  Planter's 
Guide  will  be  found  to  be  his  l>c»t  director  ;  pointing  out,  as  it  dues,  tiie  mcai.s  of  executing  witii  success 
tlie  designs  tlwt  taste  may  have  conceived  for  the  cmbellisliment  of  tlie  landscape.  It  teaches  not  merelv 
the  art  of  planting,  but  the  princlplrs  upon  which  the  art  is  founded ;  and  sui^ict  ui  not  merely  with 
rules  but  with  reasons."— fd^n^Mry^  Review. 


91      Worki  on  Agrieiiltiiri^  tet,  poUUhed  by  Wm.  Blackwood  and  Bona. 

STABLE  ECONOMY:    A   Treatise  on    the   Management 

of  Honci.   By  John  8tewart|  v.s. 

A  New  Edition,  (being  tlio  Fourth,)  in  Foolscap  8to,  with  nomeroiu  Woodcuts, 
price  6s.  Gd. 

"  Will  always  maintain  Its  position  as  a  standard  work  upon  the  management  of  hones  ** — Mark 
Lane  Express. 

"  LikeJy  to  remain  a  standard  authority  on  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats  (or  many  years  to  come. 
Tlie  reader  will  And  in  it  .full  instructions  on  stable  economy  in  all  its-  departments.  The  construc- 
tion and  ventilation  of  stables,  the  cliai-acter  and  education  of  stable  men  and  boyji,  the  nature 
of  their  work  as  regards  the  ffrooming,  decoration,  and  general  treatment  of  horses,  the  liabits  and 
vices  of  hones,  and  the  accidents  to  which  they  are  liable,  the  nature,  composition,  and  preparttion  of 
their  food,  tlie  tltness  for  worlc,  and  the  best  method  of  keeping  ihera  In  tlie  best  working  condition,  and 
the  management  of  diseased  tM  defective  horse*,  are  all  fully  discussed. .  Tliere  is  no  better  book  fur 
the  instniotton  of  the  groom,**— Oardeturs'  ChrffnieU  and  AgricuUural  QazeUe, 

ADVICE    TO    PURCHASERS     OF    HORSES.     Being 

a  short  and  familiar  Treatise  on  tlie  internal  formation  of  the  Horse ;  the  nature  of  Sound- 
ness and  Unsoundness ;  and  the  Laws  relating  to  Sale  and  Warranty ;  with  Citpious 
Directions  for  discovering  Uusoundness  prior  to  Purclusing.  By  the  same  Author.  A 
New  Edition,  ISmo,  2s.  6d. 

THE   CHEMISTRY  OF  VEGETABLE   AND   ANIMAL 

PHYSIOLOGY.    By  Dr  G.  J.  Mulder,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Univer*iiy  of 

Utrecht.    With  an  Introduction  and  Notes  by  Professor  JolmstOn.    Ii>  t^vo,  with  22 

Engravings,  coloured  and  phiin.    Price  30s.  bound  in  doth. 

**  In  introducing  the  following  work  to  the  British  public,  I  believe  I  am  rendering  a  service  to  the 

acienoe  of  tlie  country.    The  patient  research  by  whldi  it  is  characterised,  and  the  sober  sagacity  of  the 

views  it  contains,  cannot  fail  to  recommend  it  to  that  large  portion  of  the  community  who  are  now 

interested  in  the  application  of  vogetuble  and  animal  physiology  to  agriculture  and  to  medicine.    Wi;h 

evei-y  opinion  expressed  by  the  author  I  do  not  concur,  and  I  have  here  and  there  ventured  to  add  brief 

notes,  whtre  the  difference  of  ophiion  np|ieared  to  be  of  sufficient  moment ;  but  in  tlte  geniral  views 

which  the  book  contains,  I  anticipate  that  the  Kounde^t  of  our  scientific  men  will  agree  with  mc  hi 

concurring." — AdverUseuutU  by  Prqfessor  Jofinston, 

THE    GRASSES     OF    BRITAIN,     illustrated    by    140 

Figures,  Drawn  and  I'^n^raved  by  the  Author.  By  Richard  Pamellt  M.D.,  F.R.S.K. 
This  Work  cont^iins  n  figure  and  full  Description  of  every  species  of  Gra«s  found  in 
Great  Britnin.  with  their  uses  in  Agriculture,  &c.  &c.  In  one  large  Volume  8vo,  price 
L.2,  2s.  TU£  GRAS:iES  OF  SCOTLAND  may  be  had  separately,  in  ono  Volume, 
price  20s. 

THE  PREPARATION  OF   COOKED   FOOD   FOR   THE 

FATTKMNO  OF  CATTLE,  and  the  AdvanUige  of  Using  it  along  with  Cut  Straw, 
Hay,  I'urniiw,  (>r  other  Vejietable^  By  Thomas  HftrknesSi  kite  Secretory  to  the 
Uh'inns  of  Galloway  Farmers'  Club.    Price  M, 

THE     PRACTICAL     IRRIGATOR     AND     DRAINER. 

By  CteorgJ  Stephens,  T>rainer,  Menilier  of  the  Nereclan  and  WemihiuNka  AuTi- 
culturul  bocieties  in  Sweden.  In  8vo,  illustrated  by  Copperplates  and  Woodcut*,  price 
8s.  (id. 

SEVEN    LITHOGRAPHED    DESIGNS    FOR    THE 

IMPIIOVK.MENT  OK  FARM  COITAGES  AND  bTKADINGfi.  Witli  IhsmptiiHis 
Specifications,  and  I'^tinmtts;  Beniark.H  on  the  Ac(iiniinnr)ntioi)<i  requlrvd  uiKit^r  the 
Modern  Svntem  of  Ilnsiiandry,  and  the  Defeats  of  Existing  Form  Buildings.  By  JameS 
Conningham,  surveyor.    Large  8vo,  price  Cs.  (id. 

TRIGONOMETRICAL   SURVEYING,   LEVELLING, 

AND  UAILWAY  KNGINEEUING.  By  William  Galbraith,  M.A.  bvo,  i-rice 
7s.  Gd. 

BLACKER    ON     SMALL     FARMS.       An   Essay   on    the 

ImpmvonKnt  to  Itc  iua<ic  in  the  Cultivation  f>f  hnudl  FamiK,  fiy  the  IntMdurtion  of  Green 
Cni|«,  and  llotifit:  fiedlng  the  Stdck  thenH*n.  This  Work  has  gone  through  four  faugB 
Edittons  ;  tlie  hist  cousislhig  of  2U,000  copka.    12iuo,  sewed,  prioe  8d. 
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